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VOICE OF MASONRY 

AND TIDINGS FROM THE CRAFT. 

Vol.IL] JANTJABY, 1804. [No. 1. 


ONCE MOBE! 


“ Once more upon the waters, yet once more, 

And the waves bound beneath me as a steed 
That knows his rider!” 

So sung the poet and so sing we as we lay before us the pile of 
unsullied sheets upon which the initial number of a new volume 
is to be penned. 

“ Once more upon the waters, yet once more.” 

We had hoped this year to be only an u Assistant Editor,” or 
“ Associate Editor,” one of those happy and fortunate mortals 
who write when and what they please ond leave the labor and 
responsibility of a regular supply to the “ Senior Editor.” We 
had arranged, we thought, to enjoy a respite in the editorial way 
during 1864, and to look quietly on while the “ toads in the pud- 
dle” were scratching one another’s eyes out from Boston, to Cin- 
cinnati and back, in their ludicrous, attempts to teach the princi- 
ples of Masonry by the reductio ab abmrdum, their practice. 
But it was not so written. The pen is forced into our fingers and 
reluctantly, yet cheerfully, we must again announce a periodical, 
a new volume, “ edited by Rob Morris.” 
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Once More! 


The state of the case is this : For the last year the publication 
has been in the hands of zealous and good men who, unfortu- 
nately, had not the necessary capital for the undertaking. Hence 
the delays in the issues. In these war times, money for a Ma- 
sonic periodical comes in slowly. The price of paper and of 
labor has doubled, while the old prices of the Voice have been 
continued unchanged. We tried, by reducing the weight of the 
pafcer and afterwards the number of the pages of the publication, 
to confine the outgoes within the income ; but even then, it was 
with infinite difficulty we got through the year. Without a pub- 
lisher of capital and practical skill in printing, the Voice must 
needs fail. 

We are now able to announce that Bro. J. C. W. Bailey, a 
gentleman of means, possessing a fine printing establishment of 
his own — one of the best, in fact, in the Northwest — and a brother 
deeply impressed with the importance of keeping up such a jour- 
nal as the Voice, has taken hold of the publication, 'pledged to 
continue it punctually through the volume. Subscribers, there- 
fore, old and new, may feel assured in the regular reception of 
the Voice as promised on the title page. 

Our editorial plans remain unchanged. Does any Freemason 
wish to know what they are ? Well, listen, “ to tell the truth in 
love.” It is now eleven years since we first assumed the control 
of a Masonic periodical. During that time, our editorial labors 
have extended over thousands of pages — and we here affirm, that 
we have not written One line which “ dying we would wish to 
blot.” Through all the range of history, biography, poetry and 
jurisprudence, we have never used our pen to defame a rival or 
’Conceal a fact. This, too, while the popguns in Boston, Philadel- 
phia, Cincinnati and later from a more Western locality, have 
showered their peas upon our devoted head, startling the ear and 
stinging the skin and doing their poor little best to injure and 
Vex us. 

W$ shall continue right on in the course so long and so popu- 
larly followed. The American Freeman and the Voice of Ma- 
sonry have been acknowledged as the organs of the craft in the 
United States.” Their pages will be the treasure-house of future 
historians. We only aim to make the present volatile worthy of 
the series of which it is the sequel 
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We solicit, as before, facts and opinions, queries, and all that 
is suggestive to the mind of articles, paragraphs and poems. We 
will work up such things “ to the top of our bent.” Though our 
hair is silvered with advancing age, we feel the old vigor come 
over us as we recall the days and the doings and the persons of 
“ auld lang syne.” 

We appeal to every reader and friend to give us effectual aid 
by procuring subscribers to the Voice in great numbers. Only 
one dollar a year for such a periodical as this ! Only one dollar, 
when the dollar is only worth 60 cents as compared with its 
former value. Give us then rolls and piles of greenbacks, and 
we will give you that which is better, the gold and silver of ma- 
tured thought and experience. Address all correspondence upon 
the subject of the Voice, whether financial or editorial, to Bro. 
Bailey, as stated on the title page. He will hand to Bro. Morris 
whatever requires tbe editorial hand. 

And now 

“ Once more upon the waters 1” . 

we lay hold with a will, feeling assured of the co-operation and 
abundant aid of every one of that group of old friends whose 
names are inscribed upon our heart-tablets, and of the Jhosts of 
ntw ones that this year’s labor shall win for us. 



Preston’s Illustrations. 

itf * 


The first edition of this celebrated work bears the imprint 
u London, Williams, 1772;” the second, 1775; the third, or Ger- 
man edition, 1776; fourth, 1780; ninth, 1799; tenth, 1801; 
twelfth, 1812. Dr. Oliver’s first edition was published in 1829, 
and is the fourteenth in order. The first American edition was 
published at Alexandria and Fredericksburgh, Va., 1804. 
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The Midnight Visit of Sing Solomon. 




The Midnight Visit of 'King Solomon, 


BY BOB MORRIS, LI* D. 


[There are many quaint traditions floating among the Masonic 
craft, especially those of the last generation, which are worthy of 
being gathered up and preserved. These are often suggestive of 
valuable thought, and however apocryphal in point of origin, 
bear the same relation to Freemasonry that so many of the 
legends of the Christian church do to religion. 

Amongst the traditions gathered from various sources into my 
memorandum book, there is one which I have entitled the Mid- 
night Visit of King Solomon, that to my mind is exceedingly 
beautiful. It is, that the spirit of the great king is permitted 
every night to roam through the earth for an hour immediately 
following the time of midnight. That the mighty shade is atten- 
tive to all lodge meetings held at that late hour, enters and takes 
part in them. And that it has ever been observed on such occa- 
sions, that a solemn hush comes over the lodge as the bell tolls 
the midnight hour ; .and then a low, indistinct murmuring follows, 
as from the lips of an invisible participant in the ceremonies. It 
is added, that when the Craft leave their lodge-rooms after such 
ghostly visitations, there is a marked increase of brotherly love 
and friendship seen among them.] 

In a deep, rocky tomb great King Solomon lies, 

Sealed up till the judgment from all prying eyes ; 

The Square on his breast, and his kingly brow crowned, 

His Gavel and Sceptre with fillettings wound ; 

At midnight, impatient, his spirit comes forth, 

And haunts, for a season, the places of earth. 

He flits like a thought, to the chambers of kings, 
t To the plains where red battle has shaken his wings, 

To the cave where the student his late vigil keeps, 

To the cell where the prisoner hopelessly weeps ; 

But most, where Freemasons their mystical round 
Continue past midnight, King Solomon’s found. 

Oh, then, when the bell tolls low XII, do we hear 
A rustling, a whispering startle the ear ! 

A deep solemn murmur, while Crafts stand in awe 
At something the eye of a mortal ne’er saw; 

We know it, we feel it, we welcome the King 
Whose spirit takes part in the anthems we sing. 

. f 
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And, then, every heart beats responsive and warm ; 

The acacia blooms freshly ; we heed not the storm ; 

Our tapers are starlit, and lo, from above, 

There seems as descending the form of a dove ! 

’Tis the Spirit of Peace which King Solomon sends 
To model and pattern the work of his friends. 

His friends, loving brothers, as homeward you go, 

Bear Peace in your bosom, let Peace ever flow ; 

In concord, in friendship, in brotherly love 
Be faithful, — no emblem so true as that dove ; — 

The world will confess then with cheerful accord, 

You have met with King Solomon at midnight abroad ! 

— Masonic Monthly. 


Freemasonry and the War, 


The Louisville Journal is disposed to invoke Freemasonry to 
put an end to the W ar : 

“ The Masonic fraternity have a legend, that, in the construc- 
tion of the Temple of .Solomon, every piece of timber, stone, and 
metal was brought to Jerusalem, ready cut, framed and polished, 
so that no other tools were required or heard than were necessary 
to join the several parts together. All the noise of axe, hammer 
and saw was confined to Lebanon, the quarries, and the plains of 
Zeredatha, that nothing might be heard among the Masons of 
Zion but harmony and peace. How different are the actions and, 
we fear, the motives of those who have assigned to them the im- 
portant duty of re-establishing the great temple of human liberty, 
the holy vessels of which have been desecrated and pillaged by 
the rebellion. Throughout all our land the ancient order of Ma- 
sonry, founded on immutable principles of Power, Wisdom and 
Love, still prevails ; but its precepts are sadly neglected. Let us 
hope that ere long the benign influence of “ the mystic tie” may 
be revived, and that the re-united voices of the brotherhood may 
rise, both north and south, to the Great*Architect for his blessings 
upon the work of restoration, and nothing be heard in the Zion 
of our national love but that harmony and peace which brooded 
over the workers on the Temple, like the bow of promise span- 
ning the world after a desolating deluge, or like the choral hymn 
of the angels on the plains of Bethlehem, when with the birth of 
our Savior they proclaimed good will toward all men.” 
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u \Square ” Men . 


“•Square” Men. 


It is most expressive slang, and we do not hesitate to say tlfat 
nothing gives us so much pleasure as a “ square” man. The pro- 
verb says that “ an honest man is the noblest work of God,” and 
that man is made square. A great many people pass for honest; 
do business with good credit ; stand well on the books of the 
Mercantile Agency, and have a good reputation in the church; 
but in some way or other they lack the true lines of unquestioned 
probity, and are not square. It is very silly for men to undertake 
any of these triangular measures, for sooner or later, they are 
sure to be found out, and then all the decent things they have 
ever done might as well have been left undone. “ Honesty is the 
best policy,” and square is the best shape for a man. There are 
a thousand situations in which people are tested — square places 
which they are forced to occupy in the presence of a committee 
of citizens, and if a corner is lacking, it is easily detected. Some- 
times the world is deceived for a long time, but it gets “ square” 
on the deceiver in the end. There will be a man of unexception- 
able character. He will stand at the head of his class ; he will 
be in all things placed at the “ head of the corner,” for the main 
foundation stone of society. He will be spoken of in the most 
complimentary terms wherever his name is mentioned. He will 
be held up as an example for youth, who are exhorted to “ go and 
do likewise” that they may be honored in their day and genera- 
tion in a like manner. But by and by the successful game comes 
to an end. Some great temptation swerves the schemer from his 
cautious course, or some mismanagement brings forth its natural 
results, and when he is turned wrong side up, people see how 
much he lacked of being “ square.” The best thing that can be 
said of a man is that he is a “ square man.” Some may take an 
exception to the expression, but we like it. It signifies that a man 
has smooth sides and sharp corners, that he is not easily moved 
from his poise, is not likely to tip over, or to roll away, that you 
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will know where to find him, and that all his sides are alike. He 
has not a smooth front and a rough back, a polished surface for 
one man and a rough surface for another. What better epitaph 
need a man have than this? What reputation while living is 
more honorable ? Smith wears no kids, does not move in the 
firs^eircles, does not belong to the Mutual Admiration Society, 
but he is a square man, and you always know where to find him. 
There are some men who always seem to have selfish motives,' 
more or less hidden, in whatever they undertake. If you have 
dealings with them you feel that, smooth as they appear, they will 
cheat you if they can. They are insincere, and you know it. If # 
they wish you good luck, it is as though a snake crossed your 
path ; and whatever they do they do with regard to appearances. 
They are never independent, but are obsequious to superiors and 
haughty to inferiors. They do not go to work squarely and hon- 
estly to do anything, but always keep their tracks covered as 
though they expected to be pursued by the police. They do not 
act honestly and above-board, but always have something re- 
served to spring upon society. They are playing a game with 
their fellow men, and as they have no generous and unselfish feel- 
ing of their own, they look upon others as swindlers and rascals. 
They would like to seem respectable, and as we have remarked, 
are often found in high social and official positions, but they never 
think to be truly honest and virtuous as a means to that end. 
They are apt to argue that men are generally misjudged at any 
rate, and that a man who does right as near as he knows how, is 
apt to be accuse^ of selfish and base motives. Having thus ar- 
gued they continue such lives as tend to produce the fact, for 
there are so many hypocrites in the world — men w T ho make pre- 
tensions of particular virtue and have it nob— that we are apt to 
be suspicious of any one who has a reputation for superior hon- 
esty. But that does not alter the real question, for all men will 
stand for what they are worth some time or other, and the only 
man who will stand the test of time and eternity is the “square” 
man. * 
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Masonic Events that Occurred in January. 


CORNER STONES PLANTED. 

1828, 12th — CoUege at Charleston, S. C. # 

1856, 25th — Masonic Hall at Galveston, Texas. 

1859, 21st — Asbury Chapel at Augusta, Geo. 

1842, 22d — Monument to Highland Mary at Greenock, Scot. 

* BIRTHS OP EMINENT MASONS. 

1718, 7th — Israel Putnam. 

1778, 7th — Joseph Bonaparte. 

1800, 11th — Philip C. Tucker. 

1817, 15th — T. S. Parvin. 

1825, 16th — J. Adams Allen. 

1706, 17th — Benjamin Franklin. 

1786, 20th — Nathan B. Haswell. 

1712, 24th — Frederick the Great. 

1759, 25th — Rob. Burns. 

1773, 27th — Duke of Sussex. 

1811, 11th — E. M. Hastings, 

1791, 22d — Chas. S. Todd. 

1824, 18th — John Sheville. 

1825, 18th— Rob. C. Jordan. 

DEATHS OP EMINENT MASONS. b 

1844, 3d — Joseph Bonaparte. 

1845, 4th — Benjamin Russell. 

1847, 7th — Joseph NorvelL 
1855, 19th — Henry Brush. 

1813, 20th — Wieland. 

1857, 28th— A. P. Pfister. * 

1860, 8th — Ge^. E. Wales. 

1860, 17th — Jesse Coe. 

1860, 26th — Jeremy L. Cross. 

1820, 29th — George IY. 

1844, 2d — Richard Ellis. 
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MASONIC DEDICATIONS. 

1859, 8th — Statue of Andrew Jackson at Memphis, Tenn. 

1859, 19th — Masonic Temple at Concord, N. H. 

1826, 24th — Masonic Hall at Petersburgh, Va. • 

1831, 25th — Masonic Hall at New Haven, Ct. 

HJ22, 17th — Masonic Hall at Lexington, Ky. 

' v 

GRAND LODGES, ETC., ORGANIZED. 

1840, 1st — Provincial G. Chapter of Brazil. 

1809, 2d— G. L. of Ohio. 

1787, 4th — G. Chapter of Harodim, England. 

1844, 8th — G. L. of Iowa. 

1740, 10th — First Lodge at Barbadoes, W. I. 

1818, 12th — G. L. of Indiana. 

1858, 13th — G. Council of Michigan. 

1858, 13th — G. Council of Florida. 

1855, 19th — G. Ccmmandery, Texas. 

1857, 22d — G. Commandery, Mississippi 
1798, 24th— G. G. Chapter, U. S. 

1861, 10th — G. O. High Priests, Michigan. 

1744, 31st — St John’s Lodge at Altenburg, Germany. 

MASONIC CONVENTIONS. 

1787, 1st — At Charleston, S. C., to establish G. L. 

1844, 2d — At Iowa City, Iowa, to establish G. L. 

1855, 3d — At Washington, D. C., to establish G.G.L. of U. S. 
1808, 4th — At Chillicothe, Ohio, to establish G. L. 

1821, 10th — At Canandaigua, N. Y., for general purposes. 
1855, 18th — At San Antonio, Texas, to establish G. Com’d’y. 
1855, 19th — At Hamilton, C. W., to establish G. Chapter. 

1860, 18th — At Trenton, N. J., to establish G. Commandery. 

MASONIC PERIODICALS BEGUN. 

1851, 1st — Ancient Landmark, at Mt Clemens, Michigan. 
1855, 1st — Acacia, at Natchez, Miss. 

1855, 1st — Signet and Journal, at Marietta, Ga. 

1859, 1st — Voice of Masonry, at Louisville, Ky. 

1852, 7th — Masonic Mirror, at Philadelphia, Pa. 
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A Good Man's Conscience. 


CASUALTIES. 

1859, 16th — Masonic Hall at Bates ville, Ark., burnt 

1860, 20th — Masonic Hall at Totnes, England, burnt 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

1841, 5th — Knights of Malta re-established by Emperor of 
Austria. 

1780, 13th — G. L. of Pennsylvania proposed Washington as 
G. G. M. of the United States. 

1778, 24th — Funeral obsequies to Wm.St. Clair, Scotland. 

1859, 25th — Great Festival in honor of the birth of Robert 
Burns. 

1813, 27th — Grand Festival at London, in honor of Earl of 
Moire. 

1857, 14th — King Kammehammeha IY, Sandwich Islands* 
initiated. 

1857, 30th — Ernest II, Duke Saxe Coburg, initiated. 


A Good Man’s Conscience. 


There is a castle on a cliff, 

A castle strong and proud, 

The sunshine seldom visits it, 

But oft the thunder-cloud. 

The storms around the roof and towers 
Ar<£*ever fiercely blown, 

But they never snap a weathercock, 
Nor ever shake a stone. 

Its crimson flag blows stately forth, 
Nor fears the tempest-shock, 

And like a good man's conscience 
Is that castle on the rock. 


Feeemasonry. — In age it is the oldest ; in honors most emi- 
nent ; in membership most numerous ; in scope the broadest of 
all institutions known to man. 
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Masonry Among the Hindoos. 


We observe that at a Quarterly Communication of the District 
Grand Lodge of Bengal, Sept. 22, 1863, a debate arose which 
shows a singular state of things in the Province of Bengal. It 
would appear by the report that a special dispensation is neces- 
sary there to initiate an Asiatic. That is, although the District 
Grand Lodge is in Asia named from an Asiatic province, and its 
i accounts kept in Asiatic currency, and one would suppose, estab- 
lished chiefly for the benefit of Asiatics, yet no Asiatic can be 
made a Mason, in its lodges except as a special favor ! This gives 
ns a new “ observation” in the planetary system of our Order of 
which we did not dream. 

The matter came up in this wise : 

A motion was proposed by Bro. Howe to ask whether the ad- 
mission of Hindoos into Freemasonry is in consonance with the 
principles of the Order as inculcated by the Grand Lodge of 
England ? He said that the Hindoos do not cherish a belief in 
one God, he did not think they should be initiated. They are for 
the most part idolaters, and although a portion of them have re* 
nounced their ancient superstitions yet they are far from being 
worshippers of the one true and living God. He argued that 
when it is said no man should be excluded from Masonry on ac- 
count of his religion, yet the term religion was not meant to in- 
clude systems of idolatrous worship, but applied only to those 
having for their basis a belief in one God. .He thought there 
was no proper way of obligating Hindoos, and therefore their 
initiation was inconsistent with the preservation of the secrets of 
the Order. > 

To this Bro. Judge replied that the Duke of Sussex had long 
before declared that Masonry was open for the admission of 
Hindoos. 

Bro. Roberts thought, and in our view very properly, that the 
true question was whether there was* any proper and sufficient 
mode of obligating a Hindoo. 
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Masonry Among the Hindoos. 


Bro. Powell, who had initiated a Hindoo in the lodge of which 
he was Master, explained that the candidate was not an idolater, 
but a believer in the existence of one God. He had, in fact, de- 
clared that he was not a Pantheist or a Polytheist ; he did not 
identify the Creator with any one of His creatures ; he believed 
in the existence of the one Great Architect of the Universe, 
whose wish is the happiness of all his creatures, whose will is 
law, whose laws are impressed on the heart of every right- 
thinking individual, and whose never-failing justice shall reach 
the transgressor of His laws on the Great Day of Judgment to 
come. In addition to that, he had said he believed the Bible to 
contain a faithful delineation of the attributes of the Deity, and 
therefore an obligation taken on the Bible would be binding on 
his conscience. 

In spite of all that, a dispensation had to be procured for the 
initiation of this man, and in the further debate a Brother de- 
clared that as an English Mason he would not come into associa- 
tion masonically with those who “ despised Christians and Chris- 
tianity !” He was willing the Hindoos should get up lodges of 
their own ! 

This short-sighted logic was handsomely refuted by Bro. Pif- 
fard who showed that the great Masonic doctiine of the universal 
brotherhood of man would be trampled under foot by Free- 
masons were the District Grand Lodge to decide that Hindoos 
could not be admitted into the Order. 

Yet this, urged in a long, eloquent and generally logical ad- 
dress, proved futile. The Provincial Grand Master said he 
attached but little value to a declaration made by a Hindoo that 
an obligation taken upon the Bible would be binding upon his 
conscience, and that Hindoos were not eligible for admission into 
Masonry; neither did their social condition render it desirable 
that they should be admitted. The vote being taken, the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodges decided that the Hindoos, a nation of one 
hundred millions, should not be allowed masonically to associate 
with the few thousand English who were among them as con- 
querors and masters ! 
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A Practical Synopsis of Masonry. 


• [The following which we find as a preface to a set of By-laws 
in a New York Lodge, is so good a synopsis of Masonic purposes 
and so appropriate as a guide to a candidate for Masonic honors, 
that we give it entire. — Ed. Voice.] 

It is a commpn error of the times to class Freemasonry among 
secret societies. In the general acceptation of that term, nothing 
could be more unjust to us. It is true that our internal affairs 
are managed in our own way, that the public at large are not ad- 
mitted to our assemblies; that in the practice of charity we do 
not suffer our left hand to know what the right doeth, but our 
principles, our aims, the designs drawn on our Trestle-board, are 
an open page whereon he who wills may read ; our Temples are 
on the highway, and to the worthy our doors are open; our times 
and places of meeting are never concealed ; in a word, our gen- 
eral business and purposes are as public as need be required and 
are conducted with no greater degree of secresy than those of 
any well-governed institution, family or individual. On the other 
hand, we especially desire that our system should be scrutinized, 
that our inculcations should be tried by the test of fair public 
opinion, in the full confidence that in the estimation of good men, 
it will now, as heretofore, prove “like gold seven times tried in 
the fire.” 

Masonry is a universal system of morality, to which all men 
may subscribe. While she discriminates between the stupid 
atheist, the libertine, the outlaw, and he who, believing in an 
eternal and all powerful Creator, sees Him in all the works of his 
hands, she makes no inquiry into a man’s peculiar religious or 
political opinions, but strives to unite all in a generous brother- 

hood. . 

As Masons, we open our Temples to all men, that may be in- 
cited by precept and example to overcome the prejudices of their 
country, the errors they may have inherited from their fathers, to 
love and assist each other, to. efface the conventional distinctions 
of birth, rank, opinion or nationality, to annihilate fanaticism and 
superstition, to extirpate national hatreds and the scourge of war; 
in short, to arrive, by free and peaceful progress, at that condition 
of humanity, when each one, enfranchised from the darkness and 
errors of the past, shall be free to develop the faculties God has 
given him, and unite the whole family of man in the bonds of 
love, science and unity. 
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A Practical Synopsis of Masonry . 


It will not be argued, we apprehend, that the human race has 
arrived at that state of moral and physical beatitude, when no 
further effort for its melioration is required ; and it seems clear 
to us that a system presenting to the novitiate a series of indis- 
putable truths, impressing them on his mind by solemn ceremo- 
nies, enstamping them on his memory by a beautiful symbology, 
teaching him to love and practice virtue and abhor vice, must be 
worthy of a place among the best efforts of humanity. 

We claim these things for Masonry, and for the truth of that 
claim we appeal to the history of the past — we call on the great 
and good of all ages of the world for their testimony. On that 
we are willing to rest ; in it we find a reason, if a reason were 
needed, for our devotion to the system of Freemasonry. 

You have expressed a wish to become a part of the Fraternity 
of Freemasons. The realization of this desire will depend, under 
our organization, upon the judgment of the brethren as to whether 
you may be suitable material for the Order, and whether the Order 
is suitable for you. It will therefore be the duty of every mem- 
ber — in case you see fit to present your name — to institute diligent 
inquiries about you ; after which a vote by ballot will be taken, 
wherein one single negative will preclude your admission. Ex- 
amine yourself again, therefore ; see whether you can answer the 
expectations of the Order. Above all, endeavor to become con- 
scious of what you seek among us, and what motives have led 
you to seek our society. In order to facilitate this self examina- 
tion, to guard you against a misstep, and to secure ourselves 
against the danger of being hereafter reproached for any disap- 
pointment on your part, we deem it a duty, previous to your pro- 
posal, to meet you with candor, and ask you to reflect on the fol- 
lowing points : 

1st. Do you expect, by initiation into the Masonic Fraternity, 
to obtain any outward advantages relative to your position as a 
citizen and as an individual ? If so, pause while it is yet time ; 
for in this instance you would be disappointed. 

2d. Would your present convictions prevent you from forget- 
ting the differences made in society between individuals, as to 
their Station, wealth, capacities, religious opinion, politics, etc. ? 
If so, relinquish the idea of becoming a Freemason, as you would 
probably find no pleasure in our meetings, where no notice is 
taken of these differences. 

3d. Should you, however, believe that we work at a chimerical 
annihilation of the necessary civil relations ; that we aim at a 
liberty and equality that are neither good nor practicable ; or 
that we even teach a chilling indifference — then you will do well 
to consider your resolution to come among us ; because, with suoh 
views you would not suit our Order. 

4th. Should your request for initiation arise only from curiosity, 
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or, what is equally fallacious, the desire to enlarge the circle of 
your social acquaintance, we beg you, for your own sake, to re- 
nounce it— you would not attain your expectations. Neither your 
curiosity nor your desire to obtain secrets would be gratified. 
Your vanity might also be sensibly touched, when you found 
yourself beneath those whom you had, perhaps, heretofore con- 
sidered your inferiors ; and the mere social purpose you may ac- 
complish in many other societies, with greater ease . and less re- 
straint than with us. 

5th. Every Freemason, at his initiation, has to make a row of 
the most inviolable secresy. Disappointed expectations, ag- 
grieved selfishness, excited passions, might induce some to break 
their word ; yet how singular it is, that, notwithstanding the pos- 
sibility of such treason, our union continues to exist, and includes 
so many respectable men, identified with us with all their strength. 
He who has finished this internal consecration, and to whom the 
dead word has become a vital flame, cannot become a traitor to 
the Order. He, however, who breaks his vow, commits treason 
against himself only, and thus proclaims that he has nothing qf 
ours to reveal. From you such a vow will be demanded, and 
you should therefore seriously consider the motives by which you 
are governed. If you are not quite clear within yourself, you 
may be in danger of forgetting your vow, and becoming a trai- 
tor, which we nevertheless do not fear on our account, but on 
yours. 

6th. The obligations which, as a Freemason, you will be re- 
quired to assume, in no wise conflict with the duties you owe to 
God or the rulers of your, country, neither with your honor, good 
manners, or domestic relations. 

7th. Our membership is also attended with some expense, 
which we require to be promptly and punctually paid, that our 
good works may not cease for want thereof. The amount you 
can readily ascertain, (by reference to our By-laws,) and you will 
give this consideration due attention. 

8th. As the Masonic Society, as has been already said, consists 
of men of all classes and circumstances, you might perhaps find 
some one among us with whom you have been or are at variance. 
It therefore requires serious deliberation on your part, as to 
whether you will be strong enough to acknowledge such a man 
as your brother. 

*9th. It may also be possible that you should meet some one in 
the Order who, for good reasons, you may deem unworthy of 
your esteem. A moment’s reflection must, however, convince you 
that the Fraternity cannot guard against all mistakes in regard to 
initiation and it is probably no dishonor to it, when it is only in 
an extreme case, and then with great reluctance, renounces a man 
on whom it had once conferred the name of brother. But now, 
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Masonic Journals Abroad \ 


while you can still choose, consider seriously whether you will 
have the courage to hear with such a one, to lead the erring, to 
raise the fallen, to love one who almost seems past redemption. 
This is unquestionably one of the most difficult virtues, but it 
does not thereby cease to be such, and unless you be familiar with 
it, you will never be a Freemason in the true sense of the word* 

The true Mason does not consider the duties of his profession 
as a substitute for the requirements of religion, but regards his 
Lodge as a Temple of the Most High, who is ever present when 
two or three are gathered together in His name. He -does not 
rashly attempt to draw the Deity down to himself, but in humble 
consciousness of his own imperfection he looks upward, and en- 
deavors to make the image of God, after whom he is created, 
visible in himself. 

We ask you to ponder these remarks and allusions, assuring 
you that if you find a place in your heart for the principles con- 
tained in them, you may hope for a generous welcome to the so- 
ciety in which you ask to be initiated. 


Masonio Journals Abroad. 


We are often asked by brethren born in Great Britain, for the 
addresses of Masonic journals there. There are but two we 
think, viz: The Freemason s’ Magazine and Masonic Mirror, 
a weekly newspaper, quarto of 20 pages, published at 6d per week, 
(about $6,50 per annum,) by William Smith, 19 Salisbury Street, 
Strand, London. This is the successor of the Freemasons ' Quar- 
terly , <fec., an old and valued series. 

The Scottish Freemasons' Magazine is published monthly, 
quarto 20 pages, commenced in the spring of 1863, by H. W. 
Finlay, 81 South Bridge, Edinburgh. The price is fid per number 
(about $1,50 per annum). 

Either of these will give the lover of the old country a good 
idea of the character and condition of Masonry there. Besides 
these, a good Masonic department is maintained in The Fra y a 
celebrated sporting paper of London, the largest newspaper in 
the world. We are of opinion there are other weekly papers that 
give a space to Masonic matters. 
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The Composition of a Masonic Ode. 


Ferdinand Loefler was initiated into the Masonic Brotherhood 
shortly *after the National Convention of Masons, at Hartford, 
Connecticut, in l$i)6. An individual of vivid temperament, he 
was naturally delighted with the Social features that stand forth 
so prominently in the Masonic theory and captivate all who view 
them rightly. For Masonry is peculiarly a social system. To 
make men better acquainted with each other, to bring near the 
things that are afar, to increase confidence between man and 
man, are great aims in the old and widespread society of which 
we write. 

Loefler found in the lodge of his nativity, men whose social 
status was high above his own, and he saw that they unbent be- 
neath the influences of the Order and came down to his level. 
He saw also men whose position in life was as much beneath his 
own, and that they drew themselves up by the golden chain to his 
level Under these feelings, he wrote the first stanza of a poem: 

“ Where hearts are warm with kindred fire, 

And love beamp free from answering eyes, 

• Bright spirits nover always there, 

And that's the home the Masons prize ! 

The Masons’ Home 1 Ah, peaceful home, 

, The home of love and light and joy : — 

How gladly does the Mason come 
To share this tender, sweet employ ! ” 

A year passed by, and the enthusiastic brother had begun to 
see the secret springs of action that make the Masonic system in 
its theory so perfect a thing. He saw that a well-developed body, 
controlled by a well-balanced mind, and actuated in its moral 
impulses by a well-governed heart and conscience, is the noblest 
gift of God, and that a combination of such men united in a di- 
vinely-ordered system like Freemasonry, must needs be the near- 
est resemblance to heaven that is vouchsafed to the eyes of man 
upon this lower earth. He saw this, and wondering how, separ- 
2-vol. h-no. L 
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The Composition of a Masonic Ode. 


ated from lodge privileges, a Mason can exist, he took up his pen 
again and wrote a second stanza : 

“ All round the world, bj land, by sea, 

Where summers burn qt winters chill, 

The exiled Mason turns to thee, 

And yearns to share the joys we feel. 

The Masons* Home ! Ah, happy home,. 

The home of light and love and joy 
There’s not one hour but I would cqgie 
And share this tender, sweet employ.” 


Bro. Loefler was a man who had “ borne the yoke in his youth.” 
A native of Germany, he had taken part in the bloody but brief 
struggles of 1848, where his talent, military ardor and skill had ; 
gained the respect of even his enemies. In that ill-fated revolu- 
tion, whose effects were only to rivet the fetters of a down-trodden 
and generous people more firmly than before, he had staked all 
and lost all. A fugitive and exile, he fled first to England, thence 
to this country, where there is a home and a work for all who will 
labor either with head or hand. He labored with both, taking 
hold of the Spade and hoe with the humblest, then, as his great 
learning and skill became manifest, giving himself to the care of 
the sick with a spirit that soon secured him friends, fame and* 
fortune. Having thus tested both points of fortune’s wheel, he 
could with propriety claim the character of a finished Mason and 
write : 

* 

“ A weary task, a dreary round, 

Is all benighted man know; 

But here a brighter scene is found, 

The brightest scene that’s found below. 

The Masons’ Home ! Ah, blissful home, 

Glad centre of unmingled joy : — 

Long p,s I live I’ll gladly come 

And share this tender, sweet employ. 

Such men as Bro. Loefler a^e usually short-lived. The shadow* 
of the grave is upon them for their youth. Their very look is 
abstracted and directed toward the distance as though the 
“ Beautiful Hills” and “ the City of the Golden streets,” which 
Bunyan so longed after were ever in view. The threescore years 
and ten of David is denied them, and it is not theirs to test “the 
grasshopper a burden,” “the almond tree,” or “the failure of' 
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man’s desire.” When the mourners go abouffthe streets for them 
it is to mourn for man stricken in his prime. The memorial- 
column of such a Mason as"Bro. Loeflei? is the “Broken Column,” 
emblematic of sudden and premature decease. 

This was the experience of our friend. He lived swiftly, but 
lived well. He died young, but'" his work was not incomplete. 
His record was made up by his own hand and the fragrance of 
his memory sweet. Ere the Destroyer had benumbed his brain 
and palsied his hand* he clbsed the poem with this stanza: 


And when the hour iof death shall com^, 

And darkness seal my closing eye, t 

May hands fraternal bear me home, 

The home where weary Masons lie. 

The Masons’ Home ! Ah, heavenly home, 

To faithful hearts eternal joy ; — 

How blest to find beyond the tomb ' } 

The end of all our sweet employ I 

• ' . •' " . • *’ - •• ; 
r , i 


Grand Master’s Duties. 


We have frequently observed the difference entertained among 
the many Grand Masters who favor the old Craft with their coun- 
tenance, from year to year, as to the duties they owe to those who 
have honored them with' promotion. Some deem it labor enough 
to write their names occasionally in juxtaposition with the inevit- . 
able “M. W.” and leaver to their Qr£md Secretaries the rest of 
the cares of office. Others attend carefully to all correspondence, t 
but find no time for official visitsl A third class attend calls of ; 
every sort, whilethe fourth and most diligent seek for opportune- , A 
ties of usefulness. Amongst the fourth class we feel disposed to i. 
rank the Grand Master; of Indiana* Biro. Won Hacker, who when- 
ever anything comes up that needs attention, instead of sending J 
another person to do it, goes himself. Such is our idea of a Grand 
Master’s business, and if a person has not time, knowledge or 
ability for that, he should refuse to be installed as Grand Master. 
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Knightly Orders in England, 

We learn from our correspondence with Sir Knight W. J. B. 
McLeod Moore, Grand Master of the Order in Canada, that the 
Templar Order is flourishing in England. At No. 14 Bedford 
Row, London, a new Hall has been built and consecrated for the 
Templar: and all other Degrees and Orders not under jurisdiction 
of the Grand Lodge and Grand Chapter of England. It is in a 
magnificent building styled “ The Masonic Union Offices,” where 
a Club has been formed on quite a different footing from a Hotel 
or Tavern, exclusively for the Higher Grades of Masons. Col. 
Moore says: “With us the Surcoat is now, established and the 
Order of St John of Malta is in full force.” We are promised 
by this zealous Frater many valuable hints, as also an account of 
the great organization in London of the Templar and St John’s 
Orders, of all of which our readers shall have the benefit 


Grand Master Warren, 


The following, as professional to Joseph Warren, is worthy of 
note hete : 

Josiah Quincy, of Boston, and the recently deceased Lord 
Lyndhurst were both born on the night of May 21, 1772 ; the 
same physician ^attended their entry into the world ; he was called 
from one house to the other to attend to this c(jity. He was Dr. 
Joseph Warren, who three years afterward fell at Bunker Hill. . 
Josiah Quincy was educated at Cambridge, in Massachusetts, 
and John Leighton Copley, afterwards Lord Lyndhurst, was edu- 
cated at Cambridge, in England. 
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Blue Lodge Masonry, 


There is something captivating in the homely title “Blue Lodge 
Masonry." The symbolism of the color blue , is certainly the most 
appropriate and direct of any thing on the Masonic trestle-board. 
As suggesting the measure of a Mason’s charity, it is inimitable. 
One of the first lessons the writer ever learned upon the subject 
of Freemasonry, was, — and it was from the lips of an old man, 
— that “ one reason why a blind man should not be made a Mason, 
was, that he could not tell the color of the sky, and, therefore, had 
no emblem to preserve him from narrow-mindedness and bigotry !” 
Wasn’t that a capital thought? The brain in which it originated, 
is now but earth, yet the thought' has animated the writer many 
times, and led him, let us hope, to be charitable to all around 
him. 

If any thing is remembered against Thomas Smith Webb, not 
altogether to his credit and renown, it is that he built too many 
“ side-chambers” to the great central edifice of Masonry — the 
blue-lodge. He introduced so many new degrees, that the minds 
of men during the past two generations have been measurably 
led away from the simple, beautiful, and practical system of the 
“Blue Lodge.” It is perfectly susceptible of proof, that the 
whole of what we style in the United States the Chapter, Coun- 
cil, and Encampment systems of Masonry, are the sheer inven- 
tion of Thomas Smith Webb.* All their dramatic excellencies, 
which are unequalled, are due to his genius. They only lack the 
three essential qualities of Masonry — Antiquity, Universality, and 
Unchangeability — to entitle them to the name of Masonry l 

The truth is, Masons at the present day are not taught, as they 
should be, the value of Blue Lodge Masonry. A modern lec- 
turer, whose work has considerable pretensions, has even intro- 
duced into the third degree this singular idea : “ this emblem 
teaches you that you are now receiving all the light that can be 
communicated to you in this lodge,” — implying that the candidate 
must take the incorrectly styled “ higher degrees,” if he wants 
more light. Now this statement conveys, though its author could 
not have intended it to do so, a falsehood. There is no “ light in 
Masonry” beyond the third degree. The traditions and legends 


* The writer is fully aware of the faet that there was a Mark Master’s De- 
gree, a Royal Arch, and a Knight Templar’s, in this country, before 1800, 
hut in scarcely any respect did they resemble the degrees origiaated by 
"Webb. Withal, they were but little valued, even by the few who received 
them, and exercised no influence whatever upon the body of the Craft. 



Digitized by LiOOQle 



Q2 Blue Lodge Masonry. 


of the subsequent series so far as they are esoteric, are not true, 
and so far as they are exoteric, they are as accessible to a Blue- 
Lodge Mason, as to one who has received a hundred so-called 
“ higher degrees.” 

It may be asked, does the writer suggest that no man go beyond 
the third degree? We reply, that for those who have time and 
money to spare, the ingenious systems styled “Capitular,” 
“ Cryptic,” etc., are worthy of examination, but merely as mat- 
ters of curiosity or taste, or for the associations they may secure ; 
but for practical purposes — the purposes we apprehend for which 1 
Freemasonry has been preserved in the world so long — these 
“ side*degrees;” as they are much more correctly styled, have little 
or no value. 

If not, let us, inquire what is their value. Blue-Lodge Masonry 
is valuable for its antiquity — but these systems, as is admitted by 
all writers, have no antiquity— -for its universality — these systems 
are absolutely local — and for its unchangeability. Blue-Lodge 
Masonry is that system by which discipline for immoral conduct 
is dispensed. It is that by which charity is dispensed. It is that 
} which affords traveling privileges— the most delightful privileges 
known to the Masonic institution. It is that out of which the 
funeral rites proceed, and for the simple reason that death, the 
burial and* the resurrection, are found in its symbolisms. What 
is there left, then, for the “ higher degrees” to do for a man ? If 
he is disciplined, aided and buried as a Master Mason, what re- 
maineth? Will the answer be, with Dr. Mackey, that he is in- 
structed out of the peculiar doctrines of the Chapter, <&c.? We 
deny it. The traditions of the Chapter, (the esoteric portions) do 
not “ instruct” the student, because they have no foundation in 
truth — the only foundation in Masonry; while the monitorial pOr- 
i tious are just as acbessible to an entered Apprentice, as to a Royal 
Arch Mason. 

It is touching to look over the notes of an old Mason, a father 
of the days of 1780 or ’ 90 , and see what store he set upon his 
- “ lodge.” He was always there— always the first there. Every 
thing in it or about it had a value to him, because it was a part of 
the craft-symbolism. Nowhere did he enjoy the social glass so 
much* as at lodge^meetings, because there it was made instructive 
as conveying the idea of “refreshment,” that refreshment as dis- 
tinguished from “labor” which makes up the hope of the world 
to come; 

“ Where the wioked cease from troubling, 

And, the weapry are at rest.” 

His form of Masonic burial required the body, in its coffin, to 
be introduced into the lodge and borne from thence to its last 
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resting-place, All his thoughts were simplified by the few, but 
expressive and speaking emblems explained in the lodge. 

But how ijs it now? It may safely be said, that everybody who 
has not taken the “higher degrees” is going to take them, and 
until he does take then*, he cares little to learn the rituals to 
which he is entitled, and which, in fact, contain “ all .the secrets 
of Masons in Masonry.” He has formed the idea, whether com- 
municated to him in words, by his instructors, or only by their 
actons, that the light is further on— further up; and he has it 
in his heart to take that flight as soon as circumstances will per- 
mit. 

It is time, so the present writer thinks, that the truth be taught 
upon this subject Masters must “ magnify their office,” and neo- 
phytes must be instructed to value the blue-lodge and its teach- 
ings as not only the foundation-stone, but the walls, the cap-stone, 
the pinnacle. They should learn that our theory of Solomonic 
Masonry places all there is in the system in the blue-lodge. 

It was Blue-Lodge Masons that built, dedicated, repaired, and 
rebuilt the Temple. All assertions to the contrary, and all incul- 
cations of higher grades being established by King Solomon, 
and his assistants, are purely myths, with no Scriptural ' or his- 
torical foundation in truth. The Dionysian mysteries, the Esse- 
nian, the Egyptian, are all embodied in three degrees* It may as 
well be said of man that he has seven, nine, eleven, or thirty-three 
periods of life,, as of speculative Masonry that there is any such 
natural or historical division to it. Three, always these three only, 
run through every system of Masonry of which we have any ac- 
count in sacred or profane history. 

The object of this article — it is hoped the reader has detected 
it — is hot to depreciate the so-called “ higher degrees,” but to 
give them their true position in relation to the blue-lodge system. 
We contend that a Master Mason should not be taught that there 
is “ light” in other degrees. He can get no more light esoterically 
this side the grave, than he finds in the blue-lodge. The great 
secret of Masonry is reserved in the breast of Him to whom ‘all 
secrets are known,” and w e shall’ learn it when we see him “as 
he is.” All else is but speculation. If it were true — which it is 
not— that the deficiencies in the third degree, are all niade tip in 
the seventh, then the emblems of the third have no meaning, and 
Blue-Lodge Masonry is too beggarly a system to be worth a man’s 
attention. If the assertions of some modern writers are well 
founded, then Washington and his cotemporaries, Preston and 
his, Anderson and his, Inigo Jones and his, knew nothing of 
Masonry except its beggarly elements, and it remained for a 
Jacobin teacher in exile to enlighten the Masonic world, which 
light was miraculously conveyed over half a century to the New 
York lecturer, Webb ! 
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Burns' Farewell . 


We contend, in opposition to all finch theories, that the blue- 
lodge system is a perfect Masonic , that is morale system. It con- 
veys us to the brink of the grave ; covers our bodies there ; sug- 
gests thoughts awfully sublime, relative to the disposition of the 
soul and body, and leaves the rest of the great theme to revela- 
tion. To religion, to the church, to the light of the world to 
come, may safely be committed whatever is unfinished in the 
Master’s degree. 

In contending for this theory, we naturally come to the appeal 
— and we make it as fervent as possible — that Masons should give 
more of their thoughts and studies to the blue lodge. Bestow 
upon the old, homely, but ancient and substantial system, some of 
those honors so profusely heaped of late years upon the Order of 
Knighthood, &c. Let the white apron have its old place in the 
eyes of men. It is really getting painted with so many colors, 
that the lesson of innocence can scarcely be evolved from it ! 
Call back to the lodge those lights of science and literature with 
whom Masonry abounds, and let them reflect their learning and 
genius upon the symbols, history and ethics of the blue-lodge.’ 
We are greatly mistaken if many who read this article do not in 
their hearts echo “ so mote it be.” 

The Masonic Monthly may properly be made a monitor to this. 
If its writers ‘will but view the subject in all its bearings, they 
will avoid, or lightly touch upon those thefnes which, to a dispas- 
sionate observer, seem to carry strife, bickerings and contention 
in their train', and give their best thoughts to the old, but sadly- 
neglected, theme of Blue-Lodge Masonry . — Masonic Monthly . 


Bums’ Farewell, 


Bro. D. Murray Lyon thus elegantly expresses his opinion of 
Burns’ inimitable Masonic ode : “ His Farewell, poured forth in 

such richly-emblematical and soul-meltinglanguage, as when read 
or sung with feeling by those able fully to appreciate the force 
and beauty of its Masonic meaning, cannot fail to have an over- 
powering effect upon the tenderest sympathies of the heart and 
preserve, in imperishable remembrance, the desponding Burns’ 
4 heart-warm, fond adieu.’ ” 
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i 

Heroines of the Eastern Star; 


So much attention is being given of late years to what is styled 
“ the Masonry of Adoption,” in which various Scriptural charac- 
ters are described, and their virtues and sacrifices held up to our 
female friends for emulation, that we have found it pleasant to 
select from Shakspeare some of the expressions of his heroines 
as analagous in part to those of the heroines of the Eastern Star. 

The following from King Lear, put into the mouth of Cordelia, 
are thus illustrative of the character of Jephthah’s Daughter : 

What can man's wisdom do, 

In the restoring of his bereaved sense ? 

He that helps him, take all my outward worth. 

® All blessed secrets, 

All you unpublished virtues of the earth, 

Spring with jny tears ! be aidant and remediate, 9 
In the good man’s distress. 

Ob, dear father, 

It is thy business that I go about ; 

No blown ambition doth our arms incite, 

But love , dear love, and our aged father’s right : 

Soon may I hear and see him ! 

Oh, you kind gods, 

Cure this great breach in his abused nature ; 

The untuned and jarring senses, oh wind up, 

Of this child — change father ! , 

Oh, my dear father, Restoration hang 
Thy medicine on my lips, and let this kiss^ 

Repair those violent harms that my two sisters 
Have in thy reverence made ? 

Oh, look upon me, Sir, 

And hold your hands in benediction o’er me ! 

The following expressions of Imogen have some analogy to the 
character of Esther:* 


My husband is 

A man worth any woman ; overbuys me 
Almost the sum he pays. 
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If he should write, 

And I not hare it, ’twere a paper lost 
As offered mercy is. 


I would have broke mine eye-strings, cracked them 
To look upon him — till he had melted from 
The smallness of a gnat to air, and then, 

Have turned mine eye and wept ! 

Why did you throw your wedded lady from you ? 

Think that you are upon a rook, and now 
Throw me again ! 

False to his bed ? What is it to be false ? 

To lie in witch there and to think of him ? 

To weep ’twixt clock and clock ? if sleep change nature 
To break it with a fearful dream of him, 

And cry myself awake ? 


The character of Martha, the fond sister of Lazarus, has its 
analogies in the following words of Isabella : 

I have a brother is condemned to die, 

I do beseech you let it be his fault, ' 

And not my brother. 

Yes, I do think that you might pardon him, 

~ And neither heaven nor hell grieve at the mercy. 

Alas, alas, 

Why all the souls that were, were forfeit once ; 

And. He that might the vantage best have took, 

Found out the remedy : how would you be 
If He, which is the top of judgment, should 
Bift judge you as you are ? Oh, think on that, 

And mercy then will, breathe within your lips, 

Like man new made ! 

To-morrow ! Oh, that’s sudden ! spare him, spare him : 

He’s not prepared for death — 


Good, good, my lord, bethink you, 
Who is it that hath died for this offence ? 


Yet show some pity. : 

So you must be the first that gives this sentence, 
And he that suffers : Oh, it is excellent 
To have a giant’s strength, but it is tyrannous 
To use it as a giant. 
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Go to your bosom ; 

Knock there, and ask your heart what it doth know 
That’s like my* brother’s fault ; if it confess 
A natural guiltiness, such as is his, 

Let it not sound a thought upon your tongue 
Against my brother’s life. 

I’ll bribe you, 

Not with fond shekels of the tested gold, 

Or stones whoso rates are either nich or poor, 

As fancy values, them, but with true prayers, 

That shall be up at heaven, and enter there 
Ere sunrise ! : > 


Grand Lodge of Ohio. 


We have been favored by the Grand Secretary of the Grand 
Lodge of Ohio with the proceedings of that body at its session 
of October 20, et seg, which we haVa read with considerable in- 
terest. There is a dignity in the doings of that ! body not found 
in all the Grand LodgCs^-a quiet sense of power and self-respect 
that is refreshing. All the reports are characterized by brevity 
and pointedness, and the whole proceedings are comprised within 
eighty pages. r ; 

There is but one criticism we feel at all* inclined to make* and 
that applies only to the Report on Foreign Correspondence, writ- 
ten, as we see, by Bro. Thrall. Though in the iuain a good paper, 
yet the writer can not forbear his sneer at the “Conservators” and 
their system. He has followed in the wak^)f Reynolds, Fenton 
and others in quoting altogether upon one side, which is but a 
poor way to make up contemporary history. While referring 
with such a gusto to the arguments of Pierson and the - witless 
doings of Missani, under this head, why did he not equally quote 
from Bentons masterly article, or D arrow’s unanswerable resicme, 
or Fravel’s two addresses, or Blair’s ? There is enough upon the 
side of the “ Conservators” to answer a hundred times over all 
that Pierson, Fenton, Reynolds and O’Sullivan have said against 
them ; and it is* as little as the cause of truth can demand to ask 
that both sides have a’hearing. r ; 

There is also a use made of the name of Stokes (“ the inflexible 
resolution of our late lamented Grand Master Stokes”) which is 
scarcely authorized by the facts. We do not know that Bro. 
Stokes was a Conservator, but we have seen a letter from him, 
authorizing and heartily approving the National Masonic Con- 
vention held by Bro. Morris at Cleveland, Ohio, in the Summer 
of 1860, which certainly reads very little like Bro. Thrall’s style 
of literature . — Sunday Dispatch. 
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The Master of a Lodge. 


The Master of a Lodge. 


The following article, which we clip from that excellent publi- 
cation, The Masonic Monthly , published at Boston, is peculiarly 
appropriate to the present season, when new Masters are assum- 
ing their prerogatives : 

“ The office of Master of a Subordinate Lodge, is undoubtedly 
the most important in the whole system of Freemasonry, as the 
entire Institution is largejy dependent upon that officer for its 
character, reputation, and prosperity. It may safely be asserted, 
as a general rule, that the character and standing of the mem- 
bers of a lodge can be correctly judged by the character and 
; standing of their Master. If he be a man of intelligence and 
high moral worth, we may be sure that his lodge is composed of 
5 good men and true.’ If he be a man of questionable morals, 
narrow mind, disreputable habits, or general low standing in the 
community, we may feel certain that at least a majority of his 
lodge are meet companions and disciples of their Master. 

In view, then, of the magnitude of the office, it is important 
that the powers, prerogatives, and privileges of the Master should 
be well understood, both by those who rule, and those who are 
governed. 

The powers and privileges of the Master of a lodge are fully 
equal to the prominence and importance of his office in the Ma- 
sonic system. No tee, except the Grand Master or his Deputies, 
can preside in his loage in his presence, without his consent. It 
therefore follows, that charges against him cannot be tried in his 
lodge. He may call to his assistance any Master Mason he 
pleases, whose work in bis presence he alone is responsible for, 
and is equally authoritative and binding as his own. Such Mas- 
ter Mason may even occupy the chair, and confer the Degrees, 

. and his work will be strictly legal, if the Master be present and 
consenting. 

The Master may call special meetings of his 16dge, at pleasure. 
His power in these particulars is absolute, unless limited by 
- special regulation of his Grand Lodge, or the by-laws of his own 
lodge. A Master is solemnly bound to support the by-laws of his 
lodge. He may command the attendance of his officers and 
members, at any time* by summons, and they are bouud to Obey. 
He may appoint all committees of his lodge not otherwise 
specially provided for $ may decide all questions of order* or Ma- 
sonic law, land his decisions are final, unless reversed by his 
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Grand Lodge upon appeal regularly taken. He is not bound by 
the usages of parliamentary bodies, which have no force whatever 
within his lodge, except as he may plehse to adopt them, or the 
by-laws of his lodge may accept them. He has the right to in- 
stall his officers, after he has been himself installed, and also his 
successor in office. He has sole and special charge of the char- 
ter of his lodge, atid, in extreme cases, may refuse to open his 
lodge, or to deliver to any subordinate officer, or to the members 
of his lodge, the possession of the charter. 

The Master is, however, in all cases, bound to conform to the 
constitution and edicts of the Grand Lodge, the by-laws of his % 
own lodge, and the ancient established usages and landmarks of % 
the Order. He would not be justified in refusing to put any mo- 
tion, regularly made and seconded, not conflicting with these. He 
can not refuse to declare a vote or ballot, when regularly taken. 
He can not refuse to sign a diploma for a member in good stand- 
ing in his lodge. Though he may, as above mentioned, call any 
brother to the chair in his presence, he cannot authorize any 
brother, not even a Past Master, to preside in his absence. In the 
absence of the Master, all his powers and privileges are vested in 
the Wardens, in regular succession, and can not be delegated to 
anyone. 

The decision of a Master, on a point of Masonic law or usage, 
is not a proper subject for discussio# by his lodge, unless by his 
consent. He has the power to decide the order of business, and 
work, and to postpone either at his discretion, subject to the re- 
strictions already mentioned.' He has the power, aiid it is his 
duty, if it seem to him necessary, to reprimand a brother, or even 
to have him led out of the lodge. No appeal can be taken from 
the decision of a Master to the lodge. ‘ This rule is absolute, and 
admits of no exception. The only appeal allowed, is to the Grand 
Lodge. A Master may, however, request or permit the opinions 
of the members of his lodge, upon any question requiring his de- 
cision. If he choose to do this, it then becomes a question of 
interest whether he ought not to consider himself bound to abide 
by the decision or opinions of a majority of his lodge. His rights > 
however, would remain unimpaired. ■ 

The Master is one of th$ representatives of his lodge in the 
Grand Lodge, and it is a part of his duty to attend to the same, ; 
and faithfully to represent his lodge. Should his lodge choose to 
instruct him, as to his votes in the Grand Lodge, he is morally 
and Masonically bound to obey. 

These are some of the powers, prerogatives, privileges, and 
duties of the Master of a Masonic Lodge, and it will readily be 
admitted that their proper discharge requires qualifications of no 
mean order. It is an office at once elevated and responsible. 

But there is another* and no less important light, in which we 
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An Ancient Diploma . 


should view the office. We mean the Master’s part in conferring 
the Degrees. No member of the Order can have failed to ob- 
serve, that the manner in which the Degrees are communicated 
has a large influence upon the mind of the candidate for our mys- 
teries. It is hardly too much to say, that the first impressions pf 
a candidate remain with him through life, and in proportion as 
he is favorably or unfavorably impressed upon his first admission 
to the lodge, will be his future zeal and usefulness as a Mason. 
In view of this fact, how important is it that the Master of a 
lodge should not only be a man of unblemished character, but of 
impressive manner and speech. When delivered with delibera- 
tion of manner, and in distinct and feeling tones, the beautiful 
symbolism and moral teachings of Freemasonry fall upon the 
mind and heart of a candidate with tenfold power. Indeed, 
there is no resisting their force. Though they fall as gently as 
the dew, they penetrate as thorougly as that silent messenger of : 
heaven. 

Reader, as you have the permanency and well being of the 
Order at heart u*e your influence and vote to place only those in 
the ‘ Oriental Chair’ whose moral and intellectual character and 
qualifications shall fit them for a proper discharge of its impor- 
tant and manifold duties. 


An Ancient diploma. 


The following is, the form of a Diploma issued in Scotland, 
1708* nearly a century since. . We give it literally : , 

“And the Darkness Comprehendeth it not : 

“In the Eaist, a place full of Light where Reigneth Silence and 

Peace: At Ayr the - — in the Year of Light 5708 and of 

Salvation 1768 : We the Master, Wardens and Sfcotry of the 
Holy Lodge of St John named the Ayr Squaremen Kilwinning 
Lodge, Adorned with all ye Honours and Regularly Assembled 
by the Mysterious Members (numbers ?) of the said Lodge, — — ^ 
Do Declare, Certify and Attest to all Men Lightened Spread on 
the Face 6f the Earth, That Brother W. G. whose name afid sig- 
nature is underwritten hath been received by us an entered Ap- 
prentice and past a Fellow Craft, and that after having sustained 
with Strength, Courage and Firmness the most principal Works 
and Wonderful! Tryals, We :have given him as a Recompence 
due 1 to his Zeal; Diligence and Capacity, the Sublime Degree of a 
Master. And have admitted and Initiated him as such to our 
Mysterious arid Secret Works; In whioh he hath helped us with 
his talents and knowledge. As witness our Hands and Seal. n ‘ 
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Play Upon Names. 


On a rainy Sunday, in New York, not: long since, we amused 
ourself by the following play upon the names of the lodges in 
that place and vicinity. It will be seen that the words italicized 
are the names of lodges : , . 

I find names of every degree of worth upon your calender. 
The architect and mechanic will discover upon it three of the 
orders upon which they draft* viz: th o Doric, Ionic an d Corinth* 
ian; the* Mosaic ornaments are not wanting ; the Keystone and 
the Corner Stone are furnished to their hands and the great Nor- 
mal builders of ancient times, viz : Abram, King Solomon , 
Hiram , Pythagoras , Cyrus, Zerubbdbel and St. John, assisted by 
those of more recent date, Washington , Hancock, Lafayette , 
Putnam, Montgomery, Clinton, Howard, Franklin, Kane, Clay, 
Humboldt, Zschokke and Schiller, afford progressive lessons, which > 
those who follow cannot materially err. Combining them archi-> 
tec tur ally, they form truly an independent royal arch. 

The navigator looking at this calendar of lodges may take 
down his atlas and mark out his ocean routes. Whether he steers 
northward he has the Polar star for his guide ; whether* toward 
the rising sun the Eastern star, once the Star of Bethlehem and 
always a star of hope to the naval wanderer. Arcturus and his 
sons shall bid welcome to his enterprise. Old Neptune shdll make 
the boisterous billows of the Atlantic pacific before his prow. 
Even the . Baltic shall hot mar the hope of the mariner as he 
leaves the United States with fortitude in his breast , cemented in 
sweet amity, concord and harmony with the united brothers of 
the mystic tie, and his motto “excelsior? the motta of New York , 
to give him an impetus. 

The iwOrld is all before him. From hid Albion's chalky cliffs ; 
from the reclaimed marsh of Holland And Nassau, echoing with 
the fame of a Prince of Orange ; from the Egyptian Delta, and 
the land of the pyramid ; from sacred shrines — Joppa and Leban- 
on and Zeredatha, and. the roseate plains of Palestine and Mt. 
Moriah, near which the acacia bloomed and the arcana of the 
Craft were hidden, and the templar fought and died for his faith ; 
from Mt. Neboh,i rom the isle on which “ eureka? once announced 
the great invention — the independent .rover' may cull the treasures 
of the mind, and enrich himself "v^ith the gems of fancy. From 
the sylvan grove and the yew tree-A rom the charter oak of his- 
tory and HohenJdnden, whose night was that of blood — the be- 
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nevolent Mason may deduce thoughts worthy of the Adelphic 
band. Whatever be his national origin, whether of Columbian 
birth, an Anglo-Saxon from the shores of England, or a German 
pilgrim from famed Germania — whatever his religious creed, a 
Puritan , a devotee of the inscrutable Trinity , or a follower of 
inward monitor conscience alone— let him but do the work of 
morality in silentia , and all his deeds shall be acceptable to us. 

In this catalogue the memorable name of the Empire City is 
duly enrolled. St. Nicholas , tutelar saint of Manhattan , (or 
Manahatta ,) stands forth pre-eminent in ’ metropolitan honors. 
The ancient landmarks of the city , Greenwich , Gramercy , Wash- 
ington Heights , the j Park and Harlem , and those fraternal sons of 
York, Oscar Coles , Chancellor Walworth and John D. Willard , 
with the lesser lights of Piatt , Darcy , Mann , Oltmans and Hyatt , 
form to our Spanish brethren, La Fraternidad , a galafxy ever 
crescent , in which each will sparkle forever. Near them, 
and in every respect their parallels, are the honored names of 
Long Island , Brooklyn , Montauk and Greenpoint , bright with 
Masonic virtues and historic beauty. 

The admiring student, looking further, will observe upon this 
catalogue that the aborigines who have passed away from their 
continental possessions, driven to the setting sun by the encroach- 
ments of a stranger race, are perpetuated here. Their god, Mani- 
tou , and their Sag amor e p the great Tecumsch , are associated with 
^Americas in a cental union as enduring as are the landmarks of 
our society. 

The fervent sons of Gaul, combine upon this catalogue in . 
Is Union Franpaise , a covenant whose spirit is La Sincbrite , 
whose meeting places are at once the Lodge of Antiquity and the 
Lodge of Strict Observance. With them are the craftsmen of the 
German Union, the sons of Hermann , and those of the old Com- 
monwealth, whose name of honor is Lexington. Not less are the 
sons of Maine remembered here in their famed motto, “ Dirigo” 

When I look through this honored roll and contemplate the 
virtues of the ten thousand members who make up the bands 
thus denominated, I feel like echoing the words of Ruth in her 
immortal expression, which has been a model of true fidelity for 
nearly 4,000 years: - 

“ Yea, where thou goest, I will go ; 

With thee my earthly lot is cast ; 

In pain and pleasure, joy and woe, 

Will I attend thee to the last : 

, That hour shall find me by thy side, 

And where thy grave is mine shall be ; 

Death, and death only, can divide 
My firm and faithful heart from thee.” 
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EDITOBIAL OBIT-OEAST, TIDINGS & INTELLIGENCE. 


[This department, to which we shall give, the present year, * large space, 
is made* of extracts from; our daily cofrespondenoe, replies t6 queries, and 
brief notes of * literary and general character.} 


—There are but two Masonic periodicals published iri the United 
States, besides our own, which cah be recommended for truthfhl- 
ness } and originality, the Masonic Mobtkly , Boston, Edward L. 
Mitchell, 24 Congress St, $2 per year, and the Motional Freema- 
son, Washington, D. C., Rob McMurdy, monthly, $1 per year. 
Either of these is worthy an honest man’s reading and patronage. 

^We greatly recommend a new Diploma, got up by Br6. Henry 
C. Eno, No. 81* £ark Row, New York. It is one of the best we 
have ever seen. It is only $1 a copy, and Worthy of being framed 
' and hung in any parlor. Write to Bro. Eno in person or to Ma- 
coy & Sickels, New York, and secure a copy. 

— We expect to keep ourself personally, during the present year, 
in New York. Any brother in the city can tell you where to find 
us. Cali when you are in the city and let us talk over the old, 
old times, before the war. • > 

— In Indiana, Vermont, IOwa, and Other States where the clerks 
of Grand Lodges— udw-a-days styled Gi&and Secretaries— have 
not arrogated to themselves the powers of Grand Masters, Grand 
Lodges and the attributes of the gods, the "Work is harmonious, 
and the efforts of good men to make the bid Work permanent, 
meet with little Resistance. ' Next to the combination at Jerusa- 
lem, which Worked SUch wo to the craft, is the late' combination 
of a few salaried cietks, balled Grand Secretaries, to contrbl the 
Masonic institiitioh, and t Uta its emoluments and honors into 
3-vol. ii.— no. i. 
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their own keeping. It i« time tbe craft in some jurisdictions 
looked more closely to the “ South-east” of their Grand Lodges. 

— I find in the London Freemasons' Magazine of Dec. 5, 1863, 
this singular query : “ I should like to know if Jeff Davis, the 
President of the Confederate states, is a Freemason ?” To which 
the editor of the Magazine replies, “ He is. He was Master of a 
lodge at Richmond when the Wjir broke out 'We know an 
American brother now at Richmond who was initiated by him,” 
&c. What say you, Bro. Morris, to this ? 

We »ay that it is not true * When the war broke out, Davis 
lived at. Jackson, a thousand miles from Richmond. Upon his 
election as President life removed to Montgomery, Ala., and after- 
wards to Richmond. He was not then a Mason, and certainly 
has not been favorably situated to become one since. IJpwever, 
as Mr. Toots would say, H It is of no consequence,” only we don't 
like to see so good a periodical as that of our London brother 
imposed upon by false reports, started, doubtless, for political 
effect t , 

—Among the best serial papers prepared upon a Masonic theme 
is that upon “ Mother Kilwinning,” an old Scottish lodge at the 
town of that name. They are compiled and largely composed 
by Bro. D. Murray Lyon, A. M., of Ayr, Scotland, of which our 
readers have known a good deal for some years. They ere pub- 
lishing both in the London and Scottish Freemasons' Magazines , 
and reached their eighth numbers Dec. 12, which brings the date 
to about 1760. We hope they will eventually be collected into a 
volume. 

— Our good and faithful Brother M. Furnell, of Dublin, Ireland, 
is* still living, young and vigorous as ever in, spirit, though sorely 
tried in the flesh, llow earnest is our prayer for his happiness 
here and hereafter. He has lately been compelled from infirmity 
to relinquish the Mastership of Eden Lodge No. 73, at Limerick, 
which he had held for tioenty years. In response to an expres- 
sion of his purpose to resign, the brethren of that lodge waited 
upqn; him, read original poem, deliye^ed an Address and 
0 .eyinced their gratitude and respect, in every manner possible. 
. Bro. Furnell gaye them the gavel* £ solid silver implement, which 
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he ha^ used for a score of years in their East, and accompanied 
it with these- lines : 7 ' 

: : ‘ • <" ^ '( , -f 

“ Your thrillipg verses give me stich delight, ' , ‘ < l. 

That age and pain and sickness take to flight ; 1 

May God poUr ohoioest 'blessings from above, ; > < 

Union, prosperity, fraternal loye, 

And every pleasure, th^t exalts and cheers 
While passing onward through this vale of tears; 

’Tis thus your Brother Furnell ever prays 
For you, my Brethren, in> his latter days, 

That, trusting on the Rook of Ages, we 1 
May so prepare for endless destiny. 

When the Grand M aster V summons reach us all, 

We, as Freemasons, may psssat that oali, 

And yield our union of an 'earthly tie 
For one more lasting* in a world so high. 

And now to Edcn Lodge, so kiod, so true, 

T must repeat, onoe more, a fond adieu !” 

— I attended the G. L. of Massachusetts Dec. 10. The Work 
and Lectures were gone through With and a number of change $ 
made from last year which were not approved by G. L. 

We venture to assert that t ho Work and Lectures of Massa- 
chusetts will never become permanent, while the Trestle-Board- 
Moore-Baltimore element remains in them. ’A thorough course 
of purgation is indicated, else thede annual periodical attacks of 
disgust on the part of, the members will become chronic. 

. f 

— We took part in the Installation Ceremonies of Americus 
Lodge No. 535, at New York, on Christmas, and had such a 
good time that we copy from the Sunday Dispatch a full account 
•of it:. , , : : ' • , , 

Masonic Installation Gebbmoniks of Ambbicus Lodge No. 
535. — These cerenmnies came off with great iclat at iheihr Hall 
on the evening of the 25th. The attendance was full and the 
greatest enthusiasm pervaded the assembly. On the dais were 
seated M. W. Pro. J. W. Simdns, P. G. M. of N. Y*; R. W. 
Bro. Morris, P. G. M. of Ky. ; R W. Bro. R G. Hilliard, D.jD. 
G. M. ; R W. Bros. Macoy^ Siekels, Pratt, Ray, Toone and others 
of note in the fraternity, while upon the flodf a. brilliant coiqpqny 
of ladies and gentlemen graced the scene. The .Installation was 
performed under charge of P. G. Master Simons, an experienced 
officer. His rendering of the whole service Was extempore, thus 
avoiding monotony and giving uiiWonted spirit to what is .ubtoto 
prove dull and uninteresting. We gave the catalogue of officers 
ClOOt in Our last I ‘ i ( . , r ;i 
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The following Ode, written for the occasion by Bro. Rob Mor- 
ris, was most touchingly sung by Miss Jennie Beal, a pupil of 
Bro. Henry Tucker, by whom the music was composed. The 
talent and gift of this young debutante will,' we predict, give her 
an enviable position among professionals : — 

WORDS OF CHEEK AND WORDS OF WELCOME. 

Ended now the Masons’ labors, 

Past the travel and the toil. 

Gather in; ye loving neighbors, 

Share the corn and wins a#d oik 
Brethren now, of eaeh degree. 

Come in harmony and glee : 

Happy meeting, 

Gentle greeting,— 

'Tie the joy of Masonry. 

Spirits of the blest departed. 

As on earthly why s they roam, 

r Where are met the faithftil-hearted, , 

They to share our pleasures come. 

Tho’ their forms we may not see, 
v # Theyare herewith you andme : 

Happy meeting, &e. . 

’ Lovd unites with its cement, ' v 

Truth inspires the Mason's breast, * 

Ever faithful, ever clement, 1 • 

Thhs our doctrines we attest. 

Thus we come, of each degree, 

Come with harmony, hnd glee 5 
Happy meeting, £o. 

Addresses were delivered by Bros. J. W. Simons and Rdb Mor- 
ris, each being brief and practical in its character. Bro. Simons 
> is always apt at illustrations, which sparkle among his efforts like 
•i ^diamonds. ■ 1 \ ■ ; - 

! A collation, very tasty and delicate, was then announced in an 
adjacent apartment, whither a)L repaired, and from which each 
. • freturnedwith a hfeav^ sign, of satisfaction, very expressive in its 
/ character. :! . ‘ .*■-! . v . 

h The second part of the programme consisting of a number of 
. pqpular ballads. Thebe were rendered by the well known sing- 
K.ers, Brd: Weeks, Bros. George E. Simons, Relyae, and Miss Beal, 
i A duet between Bro. Weed and the young lady was very effec- 
* tive- Several of the pieces performed upon the occasion were 
original, the oompoaition of Bro. Tucker. 

It is the testimony of all who were present that this first an- 
nual region of Americus Lodge was, from first to last, a thorough, 
oomplete and glorious success. 
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. • ' ■ . ‘ V> V- . ,S ; 

— In New York, the Board of Relief, which has been in abey- ' 
ance for a year, has been reorganized in an improved form and 
promises much good. 

j ' • : 

— The spread of “ Lodges of Sorrow,’* originally borrowed, we 
think, fVom the Ancient and Accepted or Scotch Mite, is so marked ’ 
a feature in the Masonry of the preset day, that we clip an arti- 
cle upon the subject from that excellent paper, the Sunday Dio? 
patch , the Masonic department of which is under the superintend” * 
enoe of that polished hand, Bro. R. D. Holmes, LL.D. : ' 

Funeral Lodges, or Lodges of Sorrow.— The late requisi- 
tion — so proper under all the circumstances— of the much re- 
spected Grand Master of New York, for each lodge to hold a 
“ sorrow lodge” in memory of the rfevered Sommers, has called, 
forth inquiry as to the best mode of getting up and conducting ’ 
such lodges so as to make their proceedings impressive, without 
being too burdensome upon the finances, or the time of the par- ; 
ticipants. I do not know that I cap throw any light upon the 1 
subject, more than your readers already possess. But I remember, - 
in the words of your favorite author, • 

44 That never anything ean be amiss, 

If simpleness and duty tender U,” 

and I will, at least, “ tender” niy experience upon this sutrieot, 
hoping that it maybe to some extent profitable to your readfi*... 
In; the preparation of this article, I shall have the criticism aid 
direct assistance of Bra John W. Simons, Past Grand Master of ! 
New York, than whom it would be hard to find a more learned 
or acute investigator into Masonic themes. 

The general idea of Sorrow Lodges is to express in the lodge 
room those sympathies and regrets that death naturally exoitesin 
the heart of a Freemason. It must be remembered that Freema- 
sons are educated up to the point of death. Their rites constitute 
a pilgrimage, not long, but. burdensome and wearisome, from the 
cradle to the grave; Their symbolisms begin with the (Masonio) . 
birth, and end with the (Masonic} death of thfe candidate. The ‘ 
whole ceremony, rightfully considered, is but a funeral march t 
from the moment the candidate enters at the north-west corner of 
the lodge, to the moment he is borne, aniidst tears and regrets, tor 
the grave.. The vH)ole ceremony is an expression of the brevity 
of life and the uncertainty of death ; nor is there anywhere, in an* 
the oeremonies of the blue lodge, a place whdre a jest or + smQe 
can properly be introduced, or anything else) but whjat would be r 
equally appropriate at a funeraL , 

♦ 
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‘ - ~ 1 * ‘ • 1 ^ ^ ( n " ; — ; r* 

{These facts being premised— and without a due- appreciation of 
them it is impossible to understand the theory or purpose of* a 
“ Sorrow Lodge,” let us go on to examine the xhanner of conduct- 
ing one. 

It ii best made private and to Master Masons alone. There are 
reasons for this which I can not Btatetopon paper. The lodge that 
inpjqpibers itself, under such circumstances, with lady visitors, and 
the presence of Apprentices and Fellow Crafts, will fail to make 
as'' i Oppressive a ceremony as the circumstances of the case, 
especially of the present case, justify us to expect. 

The Master should prepare himself, or appoint some accom- 
plished brother who will prepare himself, to deliver a funeral 
address. Time is required for this, therefore the lodge should- 
decide at least a week in advance of the day of meeting. In re- 
gard to this address it would seem unnecessary to say that it 
should be both personal and Masonic, , were it not that our eccle- 
siastical friends are so prone to bring the pulpit into the lodge 
ropm. Personal in regard to the dead and to the living, who 
have piet to lament for the dead ; full of incident relating to his 
connection with Masonry and the particular lodge, and eulogistic 
of his good deeds. Masonic, in regard to its symbolisms. Not 
Christian, although a few Christian allusions are not particularly 
out of place, yet drawing its images and hopes piore from the Old 
Testament than the New, and more from tbo Masonic Trestle 
Board than either. The best funeral sermons in the literature of 
Masonry are by laymen, and this because the minister will htfhg 
h»i pulpit with him. 

i The funeral address should not exceed twenty minutes in 
Idngth. 

. The programme should embrace : 

1. A procession. 

2. A funeral march. 

Two, three or four ftmeral odes. 

4. Funeral address. • . .r 

6/ Ceremonies of the dead. 

The extinguishing and relighting tapers, borrowed from the 
Scotch Rite, gives much impressiveness to the ceremony, and if 
there is. thought to be ho impropriety in this blending of rites, it 
may be used. 

i*A pall, sprigs of evergreen and various emblems of mortality* 
are essential adjuncts to the cerembny. 

The room, with all its furniture and paraphernalia, must be 
dressed in deep mourning. - 

The programme should be printed in advance of the occasion, 
with the responses, odes, etc., that all the participants may be 
favored as much as possible. ; > 
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— All Lodges wishing by-laws printed, or programmes, ad- 
dresses, funeral unices, <fcc,, and all Grand Jodies desiring their 
proceedings issued in good style and expeditiously, will do well 
to address the publisher of the Voice of t Masonry , Bro. J. C. W. 
Bailey, No. 128 and 130 Clark St, Chicago, III We vouch for 
aU his promises that he will fulfil them. > 

—The Freemason s’ Almanac for 1864 will not be issued. We 
regret it, but last year’s loss was too heavy. Next summer we 
hope to have encouragement to prepare one for 1865. Send us 
appropriate Masonic facts, Brethren, as you gather them up. 

— In the English Freemasons' Magazine (London) are various 
advertisements of thorough-bred musicians — we instance Bros. 
John S. Tolley, and Thos. Dyson, who offer to conduct the entire 
musical ceremonies of the three degrees and td furnish music for 
Masonic entertainments generally. We learn that Bro. Prof. 
Henry Tucker, of Brooklyn, N. Y., is composing and arranging 
music for the same purposes. He is the author of many songs, 
among which 41 When this Cruel War is Over,’ 5 and “ Mother, 
I’ve Come Home to Die,” are world-renowned, and music from 
such a man will dignify even the ceremonies of Freemasonry. 
His music to son* e lines of ours beginning, “Ended now the Ma- 
sons’ labor,” published in our present issue, is equal to anything 
of the sort we ever heard. 

— The Miniature Monitor will hereafter be published apd a full 
supply kept on [hand by Bro. J. C. W. Bailey, at Chicago, 111., 
also by Macoy & Sickels, 430 Broome St., New York. It is in- 
comparably the most convenient of all the Manuals and^Hand- 
books in use. Price as heretofore, viz: 50 cents for a single copy 
and $4 per dozen. 

— Your lines are so beautiful that we insert them, though npt 
strictly Masonic. They are accredited to Dorali Greenweld : 

no ME. 

Two bird s*wi thin one nest; 

Two hearts within one breast ; 

Two souls within pne fair, 1 i 1 

Firm league of love and prayer, . , 

Together bound for aye, together blest. L 
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Ab ear that w«it$ to cateh 
A hand upon the latch ; 

A step that hastens its sweetest rest to win. 

A World of oore without ; 

, . A world of strife shut out : 

A World of lore shut in. 

A Royal Freemason Deaj>. — King Kamehamaha IV, of the 
Sandwich Islands, died Nov. 30 last, aged 29 years. He leaves 
no children. His eldest brother, Prince Lot, succeeds him. The 
deceased was an ardent Freemason, and often distinguished him- 
self for his attentions to the brethren who visited his dominions. 
He was a kind-hearted, amiable man, and as kings go, a good 
one. 

Grand Lodge of Western Virginia. — A Convention of the 
Lodges of Western Virginia was called at Grafton, December 28, 
to organize a Grand Lodge for that section. We hope to announce 
the proceedings in our next issue. 

Tactics and Drill of Masonic Knighthood. — We have re- 
ceived from the publishers, Messrs. Macoy & Sickles, No. 430 
Broome street, an early copy of the work bearing the following: 
title : * 

“ Tactics and Drill of Masonic Knighthood, promulgated by 
the Grand Commandery of the State of New York for the use of 
Councils of Knights of the Red Cross and Commanders of 
Knightp Templar. Prepared by Sir Orrin Welch, Grand Com- 
mander.” It is an 18 mo. work of 32 pages, containing 4 dia- 
grams and 4 engravings, the latter representing the sword drill 
and excises, a thing greatly wanted*, among the Sir Knights. 
The diagrams show the positions of officers and members in tlie 
< Commandery at the different stages in the opening exercises. 

This very excellent little manual is published under the follow- 
ing instruction of the Grand Commandery, adopted September 
9, last : 

M j Resolved, That it be referred to the Grand Commander to 
revise and perfect the Drill and Tactics, and in conjunction with 
the Grand Lecturer to promulgate the same to the several subor- 
dinate Commanderies to be practiced by them as the standard 
Drill and Tactics of this jurisdiction.” 

Sir Knight Welch has done his part in a highly commendable 


V 


Digitized by L,ooQle 



Editorial Chit* Chat, etc. 


41 


manner, and the publishers have made a most attractive little 
volume of these 44 Tactics and Drill” ; , 

— The use of the Gavel, whose magic, mystic power is so forci- 
bly illustrated in the Degree of Past Master, — the only place Where 
such instruction is appropriate,— that we can only wonder at the 
reckleSsnesss with which modern lecturers have innovated upon 
it. In some lodges there is so constant a pounditog and thump- 
ing on in the East, West and South, that they more resemble a 
circle of spirit-rappers, than quiet and dignified Masters and 1 
Wardens. It is wonderful how many occasions these 44 Rappers” 
find to use their gavels. Whenever a question is put the Master 
must 44 rap” for the affirmatives and 44 rap” for the negatives. At , 
every call in the order of business he “raps” again* In: reply to 
his Deacon, he “ raps,” and on all other occasions where a chance 
to make a noise comes in he “ raps” and 44 raps” again. He re- 
minds us of nothing so much as a boy pounding on the head of a 
flour barrel He becomes* as a wit at our side once whispered us, j 
a 44 rap-rascal !” The effect of all this is simply to destroy the 
mystical and moral use of the Gavel, reducing it to the mere 
hammer of a Chairman or the mallet of a “Noble Grand.” 

— We solicit photographs of all our friends. They shall be 
preserved in Albums, labelled, made permanently valuable by 
biographical notes, and deposited as component parts of the great 
“American Collections of Masonic Works,” lately in possession 
of Bro, Rob Morris, but now transferring to New, York. Procure 
them, if possible, of uniform or vignette size, and mail them to 
Bro. Morris. Death is every day removing good Masons, who 
leave no delineations of their features to revive remembrances., 

— Many of our friends enquire with interest as to the disposi- , 
tion making of our Masonic library and collections. We reply. 
It will be remembered that In the destruction of our dwelling,- 
Nov. 7, 1802, these costly and Valuable collections were saved.; 
A few weeks afterwards they were sold under execution. Our, 
Masonic friends then projected a joint stock enterprise to redeem 
them and to place them, beyond such a contingency in future. 
Valuing them at $5000 (a low estimate)^hese good Samaritans 
set to work, by appeals to lodges and individuals, to raise that 
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sum. Up to this date, about half the amount has been realised, 
the necessary sum has been procured to pay the debt* under 
which the property was sold, and steps are ij a w taking to n^ake 
up the remainder of the sum in a few months* 

The library will be removed to New York in a short time and 
set up there for preservation and the use of all who make them- 
selves partners in its purchase. It is free from all incumbrances, 
and when agaiu set up on shelves and catalogued, will be found 
a monument of Masonic intelligence. A cotemporary quotes from 
a recent address of our own upon this subject, as follojws; 

The Masonic Collections op Brother Rob Morris. — From 
the remarks made by Bro. Morris in one of the city lodges, re- 
cently, we quote the following paragraphs : 

“ The Masonic library and collections for which I solicit your • 
generous patronage, this evening, constitute the most splendid 
monument of Masonic intelligence in the world. I have deen 
them grow up, piece by piece, from the evening of my initiation, 
when I procured a copy of the By-laws of toy Mother lodge, to 
this day, when I have added several rare and curious publica- 
tions to the list They have grown up under my care as the 
mighty tpee grows, up from the acorn, gathering the, atoms from 
every shower and from every breeze. 

All parts of the Masodic world have been put into requisition 
to build up this library, The By-laws of almost every Masonic 
lodge in thg world are found in it. Correspondence froni almost 
every Mason whose name is known outside of his own lodge- 
room is found in it. Portraits, by hundreds, of the living, and 

E ortraits of the dead, whose virtues and whose labors live in the 
earts of the living, are found in it. 

I tell you, my brethren, I have sat, in the solitude of midnight, 
in the apartment where these treasures are collected, and, looking 
around upon the shelves in which so much learning, talent and’ 
zeal are stored, I have seemed to see the spirits of the great 
lights of Masonry rise up until the shadows of all our mighty 
men, from the day of Solomon to the present, filled the room. 

It swells the heart with pride and joy to feel that we are mem- 
bers of a society which can boast of* so much learning and genius; 
in its ranks. We feel more and more willing to do the work and 
bear the burdens of Masonry, when we see who have gone before 
us, and who are our companions of the Level and the Square. 
We can better echo the lines: ^ ; 

“ Let U? meet upon the Level, then, while laboring patient here , 

' ! Let’s meet and let us labor, though the labor be severe ; 

Already, in the Western sky, the signs bid ua prepare ' 

To gather up our working tools, and part upon the Square P 
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The . price of a single share is tut one dollar, for which the 
purchaser receives a certificate containing a large and capital [ 
likeness of Bro. Morris. Those who contribute the amount of 
ten shares ($10) will receive in addition to the certificate the cata- 
logue of the whole collections, a volume of 400 pages. 

Contributions from lodges and individuals are earnestly so- ; 
licited. They should be addi-essed to Bro. Rob Morris, care 
Macoy & Sickels, New York. They will be promptly acknowl- 
edged. / , 

Many of the brightest lights of the Masonic order ; are contri- 
butors to this, plan which, while it secures to the family of Bro, 
Morris a home, secures to the Masonic world, in all coming time, 
a great and valuable literary collection. 

— You say well when you affirm that there is “a scarcity ofi » 
and a want of good p&try illustrating the benefits and graces of , 
Masonry to the female sex. We are often asked for something 
appropriate under this head. The following was prepared in 
reply to such a request: , 

To win the love of woman to otir cause,— 

The love of mother, sister, daughter, wife — 

To gain &6r admiration of our laws, > 

This were the greatest, triumph of our life : 

For this “ we well may work and well agree:” 

No emblem on oar Trestle- Board so rife, 

But would the brighter shine, could wo but see. 

On woman's breast its rays, that fount of purity. 

t • 

Ladies, the hearts of Masons are sincere ; 

For you and yours we cheerful meet and toil ; 

We plan in mystic gloom and silence here 
That which doth make the widow’s heart to smile; 

ThAt which the mourner’s sorrow doth beguile ; 

That which brings bounty to the fatherless 

And rescues innocence from plottings vile. > 

Your God and ours these charities doth bless, 

Then lend yeur brightest smiles F&XEttA809&X to grace! 

— At; a Concert given Dec. 23, 1803, at Plymouth, Ind., among 
the songs selected for the occasion was the pie^e, ‘\We Sweat to 
be True to, a Brother,” by Rob Morris. It w^s sung to an original 
melody composed by Bro. D. .McDonald* an air of great force 
and appropriateness, a copy of which, has been kindly furnished 
us. 
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— e learn from Bro. W. B. Martin, of GoShen, lnd., that th,e 
Craft at that place is in a high state of prosperity,. as well in the 
Blue Lodge as in Chapter and Council, 

—Our old friend, Bro. J. C. Trayler, of Fartoersyille, Caldwell • 
Co., Ky., writes us that, “ peace and order now prevail here, and 
Fredonia Lodge is in a more flourishing condition than I ever 
before saw it All the summer and fall just past we have , been : 
crowded with work.” *■ 

— In Western Tennessee, while the lodges generally are broken 
up, those at Bolivar, LaGrange, Memphis and Durhamville have 
maintained themselves with little intermission, and are quite 
flourishing. 

— We were equally surprised and gratified recently to meet our 
old friend, Bro. DeGroves, for 35 years Grand Tyler of Tennes- 
see, but now a resident of Brooklyn, N. ¥i He is happy in a 
green old age. 

— The numerous admirers of the “Baker Minstrels” will be 
interested to know that tjhey have just completed a highly suc- 
cessful tour through the State of Iowa. 

— You can procure “The British, Irish and Colonial Masonic 
Calendar and Pocket Book, edited by t>on aid . Campbell, Glas- 
gow, Scotland,” of Richard Spencer,' Great Queen St*, London, 
for Is fid sterling, or about 40 cents, including postage. It con- 
tains a complete list of Lodges, Chapters, Encampments and 
other Masonic bodies in England, Scotland, Ireland and the Col- 
onies, with a Vidimus of the American and foreign Grand 
Lodges, Ac. ' \ { 

The corner stone of the new Grand Lodge Buildings^ in Great 
Queen St, will shortly be laid. 

— Our Confederate” brethren are wise in, their generation. 
Their agents in England manage to reach the people through 
every medium. The London Freemasons' Magazine, , in one 
issue, makes Jeff Davis a Mason, a fhct which will astonish no 
one so much as Mr. Davis, and in another, accuses Mr. Seward' 
of “ recklessly aiding the President of the dis-uriited States in f 
deluging the country with bloodshed and ill the attendant evils 
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of a fratricidal civil war,” We should think Bro. Warren would 
be ashamed to see suoh stuff in his columns, 

— The By-laws of my lodge demand an admission fee of one 
dollar and signature to the By-laws. Lately, we affiliated a 
Brother by vote and he signed the By-laws, but has not paid the 
dollar. Is he a member of our lodge? 

He is not He must perform all the requirements of the By* 
laws. 

• r 

—Old Dundee Lodge No. 18, London, England, celebrated its 
centenary in 1808, by the issue of a jewel, to be Wprn on the lhft 
breast, suspended by a sky blue . ribbon; of which jewel a <5uV is 
given in a late issue of the London Freemasons* Magazine. 

— The Elensinian Lodge, in the ancient City of Ephesus, was 
consecrated Nov. 9, 1803, by- Bro. Hyde Clarke, J>. Prov. 
Grand Master of Turkey. A large body of Masons went down 
by special train. 

~^It is sad, indeed, that such a man can have set his fopt*so 
firmly upon the necks of the brightest and best Masons in your 
State. There is no analogy to this case in Masonic history. Jle 
entered the Grand Lodge a dozen years ago for this very end. 
Slowly, but surely, he has been building up his power, removing 
the obstacles, selecting such men for office as he could manage, 
managing the funds, and accumulating power until, ^en all was 
ripe,, he made his coup d'itat and conquered, . It is revolting* hu- 
miliating, but not discouraging. Time, which gets all things^ even, 
will set thiB matter right. ; . 

— Croly, in his M Angel of the World,” wrote the lines you send 
us. They are beautiful and suggestive, and worthy of a place in 
this M Chit-Chat 

! ‘ ' . ‘ 1 • ' • ' ■ V . 

** ’Twag on the sacred evening of the flight, 

His spade turned up a thaft of marble white, 

Fragment of some kiosk, the chapiter ‘ J 

A cryetot circle." 

You will find the entire passage in one of the opening verses 
of that splendid poem. 

— Wbat a beautiful field for study and research Freemasonry 
opens before us! While I cannot venture to hope to ever develop 
the light and unfold the beauties that' have crooned your tin tiring 
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energies, yet I cannot be satisfied without enjoying some of the 
wages which are the reward of every Masonic Student. 

There is ample reward for all of us. Those who dig deepest 
• get the richest recompense, but for even a superficial search there 
is something to compensate. ' t 

— Preston has elegantly said : u Charity is the distinguishing 
.characteristic of Masons. Compassion towards proper objebts is 
the most beneficial of all the affections and excites more lasting 
t degrees of happinesq. * * * If a brother be iri. waut, every 
Masonic heart is moved. When he is hungry we feed him. When 
Ke is naked we clothe him. When he is in trouble we fly to his 
relief.” 

— The Grand Lddge of Virginia held its sessions this winter, 
at the* usual time and place. The following are the officers elOct 
Nearly all are new men : W.H. Harman, Grand Master; Ed.H. 
Law, D. G. Master ; Wm. Terry, G. Senior Warden ; J. F. Owens, 
G. Junior Warden; Thomas U. Dudley, G. Treasurer; John 
Dt>Ve, G. Secretary ; W. L. Manlie, G. Senior Deacon ; Robert 
E. Whithers, G. Junior Deacon ; George W. Dame, G. Chaplain ; 
Bra John Lester, G. Pursuivant ; Bro. Thomas Angel, G. Stew- 
ed ; Bro. R. D. Sanxay, G. Tiler. The Grand Encampment was 
also in session. The officers are as follows : Edward H. Gill, 
Grand Commander; John R. McDaniel, Deputy Grand Com- 
mander ; William B. Isaacs, G. Generalissimo ; John W. Potts, 

T G. Captain General ; James Evans, Grand Treasurer ; John Dove, 
G. Recorder; George W. Dame, Grand Prelate; Powhattan B. 
Starke, Grand Senior Warden ; Robert E. Withers, Grand Junior 
Warden; Benjamin Harrison, Grand Standard, Bearer^, Charles 
McElpine, Grand Sword Bearer ; L. F. Johnson, Grand Warden ; 
S. Angel, Grand Steward ; R. D. Sanxay, Grand Sentinel 

— Our papers have got in such a muddle that we cannot make 
anything like a list of favors received for the present issue. A 
* few only of the objects .presented us since, our last copy was 
made up, occur to our recollection : Bro. Stephen Merrill, Jr., of 
Norwalk, Conn., has given us a good lithograph portrait of Bro. 

- James Stevens, deceased, formerly of that place. Bro. Henry 
McBanks, of New York, a valuable sheet of portraits of the 
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members of the Supreme Council 33d Degree, Northern Jurisdic- 
tion. Messrs. Macoy A Sickels, “ Tactics and Drill of Masonic 
Knighthood,” by Sir Orrin Welch, Grand Commander of New * 
York. From the same we have various other presents. Of pho- 
tographs, we acknowledge receipt of those of Bros. H. Clay 
Lanius, W. R* Merriam, Rob. Macoy, John A. Kelsey, John W. 
Simons, Royal G. Millard, John J. Crane, all of Ney^Yprk; a 
large number from Bro. John Sheville, of New Jersey, consisting 
of valued friends^ J. S. Goshorn, of* Huntington, Ind. ; Thomas 
Constantine, J. T. Burdick, M. D., of Brooklyn, N. Y. ; C. JVL 
Hatch, of Bridgeport, Conn. ; S. T. Walkiey, of Dwight, 111. ; C. 
B. Stillman and E. C. Adams, of Columbus, Nebraska ; James 
Campbell, of Mystic, Conn. ; A. Gregg, of Memphis, Tenn. ; C. 

J. Ward, of Chicago, 111. ; D. McDonald and family, of Plymouth, 
Ind. ; Aaron Morley, of Brooklyn, N. Y. ; Benjamin Parke, 
LL.D., of Parkedale, Pa., himself and family ; and very many 
others. But were we to insert the catalogue of portraits we have 
not received, but daily look for, our pages would not contain it ! 

— Bro. Capt. S. T. Walkiey has sent us from Nashville, Tenn., 
a package of rare and curious documents. Bro. G. W. Chavtor, 
of Wilmington, Dd., gives us the By-laws of Temple Lo^e, a 
model in matter and style. 

— Among the distinguished members of the Craft whose deaths 
have not been announced in previous issues of the Voice of Ma- 
sonry , we mention : 

R. W. John B. Yates Sommers, Dept. G. Master N, it., who 
died Nov. 25, 1863. 

M. W. John M. Darcy, P. Grand Master N. J., who died Oct. 
22, 18^3. , , ; 

R. W.JBro. E. Wadsworth, P. G. Sec’y ,and long G. Lecturer 
of New York. . 

Bro. Jeremiah Brown, of Jeddo, N. Y. 

M. W. Bro. Page, P. G. Master of D. C. 

n ' . - , : • • 

— The Duke of Athol, Grand Master of Scotland, was lying 
very low, at last, advices, with cancer in ; the throat. 
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Standard Notice *. 


t Standard Notices. 

The various changes in editors and publishers, during the past year, require 
that we should make the following standard notice, vis : 

All correspondence of the Voice of Masonry , whether editorial or other- 
wise, and all orders for the Miniature Monitor must be addressed to Bro. J. C. 
W. Bafley, 128 and 180 Clark St.* Chicago, Illinois. This will be invariable. 
Bro. Bailey will forward to Bro. Bob Morris, wherever he may be, such of 
the correspondence as is strictly editorial. 

' 'No further copies of the Hubbard Gbserlance Can be furnished. Those vrtio 
wish for the Eastern Star Manual may write to Bro. Bob Morris, ears of Bro. 
Bailey, as above. 

Masonic Law and Usage. — We will continue to reply to questions Upon 
these subjects* But our correspondents must enclose postage stamps to cover 
expenses of postage and stationery. We Can not any longer endure the bur- 
den of furnishing both time and money without return. A few stamps from 
each correspondent will not be felt by them, but will make to us a difference 
otmany hundred dollars a year. 

Increase our SUBSCRIPTION Lists. — E very reader of the Voice is an au- 
thorized agent for it, and we look to such to enlarge our circulation. If eOoh 
of our present patrons would secure only one more subscriber , the gain to us 
would be immense. Brethren : remember the needs of the hard-pressed 
publisher, and give him the aid of your purse and influence. 

Advertisements. — W e solicit advertisements for our Business Speck Our 
circulation is unequalled by any other Masonic journal; we reach the best 
Masons in every Lodge ; our terms ore os low as any, and we solicit adver- 
tising patronage accordingly. 

Uniformity of Rituals. — T he work of general and thorough Uniformity 
In Rituals is advancing day by day with an irresistible momentum. Vain are 
denunciations ; vain the torrents of abuse and calumny. The most consider- 
ate, the most conservative members of the fraternity, men who never united 
in a Masonic effort before, are uniting in this, while the masses of the ‘breth- 
ren are resolved to have nothing less than general and thorough uniformity m 
W.e invite the correspondence of all who revere the dncient landmarks. 

Copies of Proceedings, Addresses, By-laws, Ac., Ao., are solicited, as here- 
tofore. Address them to care of Bro. Bailey, as above. Give us early no- 
tices of deaths, casualties, celebrations, festivals, Ac., Ac. 
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William Preston , the Masonic Reformer . 


fraternity ; yet how much more important the labors of Preston 
than those of them all ! Even Dr. Oliver, who has so much to 
say upon English Masonry has not written a respectable bio- 
graphical notice of Preston ! 

This gentleman came from Scotland to London in the year 
1760, and was initiated there shortly after his arrival. A literary 
t*yte< was alijeady apparent am<5pg |tha frtftefmtyv ip , Land<^. 
Dunekirly bad published bis Light ^and Tsuth iff AfaSonry Ex- 
plained” three years before ; Entick’s “ Free and Accepted Ma- 
son des^ribje£L”bfear$ date’^ ;l } 7^0,'apd many Addfefcses upon 
Masonic themes proved the growing interest in Masonic litera- 
ture. 

Bro, Preston conceived tji£ #d«Si that ip meet the demands ?f 
the times and rescue Masonry from the reproach of frivolity aad 
dissipation, it must be displayed in different lights from any that 
had yet been brought to bear upon it. 

,He therefore set hjtnsfelf (to a Revision ofth electoral, be- 

gan by holding private meetings with is friends once or twice a 
week, where all existing forms of Work were compared. lie 
sent zealous brethren to visit lodges throughout England and se- 
Wf* information from the largest fiild Accessible to him/ When 
he had arranged tte fentered Apprentice’s leotard by all the lights 
Available to him, he Called together many brethren, including 
^rand Officers and distinguished personages, and on the 21st of 
May, 17*72, the first Masonic teohool of Instruction was held. 
f /His opening address is fextSnt in the first edition of his “ Illus- 
trations.” It is remarkable for its assumptions and would appear 
to 1 btir^ihod^rri Americdh Writers strahi^ely egotistical dnd ? even 
^impudeht 'HA had only be^tt & Mason twelve years. He was i£ 
comparatively huihtte ’KfA, knd judging by the style, if his open- 
ing address, not the literary luminary that his works' afterwards 
proved him. He had heve^ held ftn office in Grahd or sub/ordi- 
rtatc lodge. He had-not the least authority for the; course he was 
pursuing, saVe that right which every Mason possesses to Isom 
h© pleases, arid to edmutunioate his knowledge m private 
li etHrclerto all ii>ho vAdose to accept & ' ; ~ 

Hist address begins by Suggesting- the essential advantages to 
detived from a cOhvocalion of the chief hsemherg oftheCriflt. 
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He declares! that the revision of the lodge lectures, which wai 
the purpose had in Vietr tb the present movement,: could Mt 
take the initiative m Grand Lodge, though he gives no reason for 
this statement, that will appear so singular to some* He 'tails the 
meeting <c my School of Instruction,” and presumes that the ob- 
ject of the brethren in attending it, was u to improve their mincte 
and enlighten their understandings.” He then explains the pro- 
cess by which he had collected information which he had worked 
tip into a lectnre ^rwith a careful 6ye to the ancient landmarks.? 
.This lecture he then repeated entire, “amidkt the reiterated ap- 
jplanses of the brethren*” TJie whole wound up with a costly 
banquet, given at Bro* PreBton’s own expense, and which, doubt- 
less, had its effect in confirming the approbation of his hearem 
and guests. 

The same year, (1772,) Bro. Preston £Ublishe^ the first edition 
of* his “Illustration^” the copy of which j whs no doubt prepared 
and ready! for the press When the convention above named was 
called. ■ 1 < ' 

In 1775 r a second edition, and in l77(T; an, edition in German 
were published. In. 1778,* some difficulties arose between the 
Lodge of Antiquity and the Grand Lodge of Ehgland, which re- 
sulted in th^expulsion of Prestoh and the whole lodge. The 
sentence continued in force till 1787, when it was rescinded. 
Hro. Preston resumed his former activity. He instituted the 
\ u Order of Harodim,” (he says he “ revived’ 3 it, but this oan» only 
be understood in! a metaphorical sense), and instituted » 6f Grand 
Chapter,” where; his lectures were periodically rehearsed. The 
head ;of this School was styled Grand Batrdn, and there were 
three officers styled Yice Patrons. Through the medium >of this 
/School of Instruction, (for it was nothing more than a School of 
Instruction with a secret ceremonial,) his system of lecturing be- 
came prevalent in all the lodges of England and the Provinces, 
smd remained the standard until 1813, He describes his “ Order 
of Harodim” thus: “ The mysteries of this Order are peculiar 
to the Institution itself ; while the lectures of the Chapter lhelude 
every branch of the Masonic system and represent the art of Ma- 
joriry in a finished and complete * form. Different olasses ate 
established, jaad particular lectures restricted to each olasi The 
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lectures are divided into sections and the sections into clauses. 
The sections are annually assigned by the Chief Harod to a cer- 
tain number of skilful companions in eaeh class who are denomi- 
nated Sectionists ; and they are empowered to distribute the 
clauses of their respective sections, with thb approbation of the 
Chief Harod an4 General Director^ among the private compan- 
ions of the Chapter, who are denominated clauseholders. Such 
companions as by assiduity become possessed of all the sections 
in the lecture are called Lecturers ; and out of these the General 
Director is always chosen.” In relation to this system, Dr. Oliver, 
in his “ Revelations of a Square,” professes to consider it a great 
blow and discouragement to Masonry, when the Order of Har- 
odim was suffered to fall into> desuetude, “ inasmuch as while it 
preserved the ancient purity of the science, it refined the vehiole 
by which it is conveyed to the ear.” 

The character and purpose of the FrCstonian Lectures are 
forcibly explained in 'the same Work by Dr. Oliver in a debate 
said to have occurred between two eminent Masons, members of 
the Lodge of Antiquity, Mackintosh and Noorthouch. The for- 
mer had objected to the lectures, that K they ; are vapid and unin- 
teresting, incapable of exciting either a desire of knowledge cfr 
an inclination to pursue investigations which are stffeebly recom- 
mended, so imperfectly supported, and lead to no profitable 
result Professing to explain our peculiar ceremonies, they are 
too eircumscribed to render the explanation satisfactory. They 
touch on an abundance of subjects, but always leave the enquirer 
in the dark. They exbite expectations which are never realized, 
and after having been at the trouble of sifting' them completely 
and come to count the grains,, we scarcely find a single grain of 
wheat in a whole bushel of chaff V* To these serious objections, 
Noorthouch replies in detail. He begins by tbe remark, that the 
Lectures alluded to are but elementary and never intended for a 
full development of the system. Describing their antiquity, he 
says, “ they breathe the fresh air of the most early ages, and con- 
tain the essence of those pure principles ; which cemented our an- 
cient brethren and gave them the influence they undoubtedly 
possessed over the uncultivated Spirits of the age in which they 
ved<” He considers it the Master’* duty to amplify and explain 
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the occult passages where the lectures are 7 deficient in modern 
illustration, to supply what , is wanting for complete instruction 
and information, and to make difficult and doubtful references 
clear and satisfactory. . , ‘ ! , 

.Mackintosh takes up the subject again, by stigmatizing the 
Lectures as chaff and bran, and of very little value. To which 
his opponent replies, that they only profess to teach the elements 
of Masonic science, the first rudiments merely. He compares 
them, in these respects, to the alphabet , from whence all human 
learning emanates, but which alone will not make a wise or 
^learned man ; and to the catechism which contains the element 
of divinity, but in itself will not make a sound divine* In like 
manner the Lodge Lectures contain the leading principles of Ma- 
sonry, but without something more than what is a mere verbal 
test, no one can be esteemed a bright, expert, or scientific Mason. 

Such is a sketch of the outset of a Masonic career more bril- 
liant than that of any other on the Masonic page. The labors of 
Preston originated the labors of Webb, who was the Masonic 
parent of all American lecturers of note. His book of “ Illustra- 
tions of Masonry,” is the source from whence all Monitors, Man- 
uals, Ttestle Boards, Craftsmans, Text Books, etc., etc., derive 
what wisdom, strength and beauty they possess. Strike out the 
work of Preston from the literature and rituals of Masonrjr at 
the present day, and a great blank is about all that would be left. 


A Bare Eulogy. 


At a Masonic presentation, a few years since, the Master eulo- 
gized the recipient for his untiring efforts for the good of Free- 
masonry, and his unceasing kindness in instructing the younger 
members of the fraternity in their several duties, and instanced 
him as an example, that diligence, and untiring research into the 
secrets and mysteries of the Order, and a constant attention to 
his duties, will, in time, obtain their own reward in winning the 
love and esteem of their brethren, and gaining those distinguished 
honors whipty Masons 90 well know how to appreciate. 
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The Bite of Memphis. 

A number of our correspondents have inquired as to this sys- 
tem, its age, origin, purposes, &c. We know but little of it, not 
having acquired the knowledge of its mysteries, but gather the 
following information from Bra H. J. Seymour, of New York* 
He calls i£ “ the Ancient and Primitive Freemasonry according 
to the Rite of Memphis,” and says it was established in this 
country by a French brother, in November, 1856. Officers are 
elected for the term of 5 years. There are 95 Degrees; those 
who have received the Ninety-fifth and last form a “Sovereign^ 
Sanctuary of Conservators General.” Among them are many of 
the npost eminent Masons in ^Tew York, amongst whom we may 
specify Bros. John J. Crane, Robert D. Holmes, and others. 

Bro. Seymour says of the Rite of Memphis* that “while we 
have no \yish to decry or disparage Symbolic or Blue Lodge Ma- 
sonry, we can conscientiously assert, that however perfect a 
Master may be in that branch of the Royal Art, he has viewed 
but a flickering light until he has penetrated within the temples 
of our Ancient and Primitive Rite !” ‘ 

Miss Martineau oq Starvation. 

: A person starved to death on a desert island lives only a few 
days. I am acquainted with one who lived thirty days under 
these circumstances ; but he was the only survivor of the party ; 
he was barely breathing when assistance came ; and his case is 
considered almost unparalleled. He and his comrades had been 
set ashore in a mutiny. He made the .Freemasons’ sign to the 
leading mutineer, and the man returned in thirty days, landed 
with a kettle of hot brandy- and- water in his hand, and found my 
friend senseless under a bush, with the bodies of his comrades 
lying about him. His appearance was extraordinary ever after- 
wards, as if every fibre in his face was vibrating without ceasing ; 
but he recovered to be a world’s wonder, for having lived thirty 
days through the waste of his frame, without its having been re- 
paired more or less. Four days’ absolute fasting is, I believe, 
usually considered fatal. The element Which repairs this w<aste 
is called the nitrogenous substance of food ; the other is called 
the carboniferous. There ought to be three times as much of the 
latter as of the former to keep one in full health; but a person 
may do without it for a short time without fatal consequences, 
because the nitrogenous portion Supplies its place to a small - ex- 
tent — Once a Week. ' 
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Orescent Lodge Ho. 402 t Qj$jr of Hew York. 

- . . • 1 ' • : , ti . ,-r\ r ■ / f • * , -/ -’p 

[The name of this excellent lodge suggests two poetic thoughts, 
viz : its symbol, the Horned Moon, one of the /nost ancient em- 
blems, and its explanation, that of growth or increase. Both are 
wrought into the following stanzas, which are jpublished by re- 
quest of the members of No. 402.] ‘ 

: BY BOB MOfcRIS, LL. D. ' : 

" • * u 1 r ; r 

Growing growing ptgll ] 

9 ’ t Still in living stones of strength, • . 

Some on earth and somd lii heaven, I 1 

• Where you m*y! eVriwe At; length, -4 . : t 

While the Moop its horns shall fill, 

44 Crescent” be your motto still! * : 

1 ‘ »’ v i ' *: • : *V' ’• • .j ■ ■ ’ ■ .' ,f ' • : i \ r 

* Growing, grotring still in : . f ... ! ; 

. ' : light .still brea^ng day by dayj , ' , r ... '• i: 

Sacred Light from yontler,loluipe, r 
Leading to the Ferfect Way, ~ * 

) While the ^locxp its herbs Shall ^fili, . , , , - r 

44 Crescent” be your motto still! , . . r 


Growing, grewing'stHMn Honor, 
Still in th^t, good mpta pprspe, , 
HoheSt reputation gild iig ! .. . 
Every gracious 4eed~you do, — 

; White the Moon its horns $h fell fill, ' 
. 44 Crescent” be your motto still ! 


prowing, growing stilt in Goodnjiss, 

Drawing daftly still towards Heaven, 

All the emblems glowing h>und you, • 

For that vppy purpose given;-— . : , 7 ' ^ 

While tb.p Moon ite heros shall fill, • , . 7 

“Grescent” be your motto still ! 

■ /j •: ■ /,» : • ' 

/ Grp wteg, growing Crescent, . > 

. ■ May yopr growing never ceape, • * f * 

‘ 1 , Wiplei there W a vice to chastei, 

' ; : O^a'^rb^ingheart^ bleW, ! ' r y 

l > > Till your FulljjiSs wephall ste, : t ! .i : 

Shining on Eternity ! . ' 
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The 1 Cable-Tow, 

The Koran is called by Mahometans the cord of God, and its 
author made this sy mbolical expression, “ hold fast by the cord of 
God.” 

Isaiah has suggested the same thought : “Woe upto them that 
draw iniquity with cords of vanity and sin, as it were with a cart 
rope.” — Isaiah , 5, 18. 

The Masonic emblem of the “ Anchor and Ark” enlightens this 
subject; so does the Scriptural expressions: “Beware of evil 
workers,” and this : “ Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but perform 
unto the Lord thine oaths.* The following are directly or indi- 
rectly illustrative of the : pame : “ Where your treasure is, there 
will your hearts be also ;* H Whatsoever ye would that men 
should do unto you, do ye even so to them;” “ If a house be di- 
vided against itself, the house shall not stand ;” “ He that is un- 
just in the least is unjust in much;” “If thy brother trespass 
against thee, rebuke him, a nd if he repent, forgive him ;” “ There 
is nothing covered that shall not be revealed, nor hid, that shall 
not be made known ;” “ Wha4soever things are honest think of 
these things.” 


A Voice from Nebraska. 

At the Grand Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of 
Nebraska, June, 1863, the following, offered by Past Grand Mas- 
ter Robt. C. Jordan, was adopted: 

Resolved , That this Grand Lodge, with much pleasure, reiter- 
ates the opinion expressed at the last annual Communication in 
favor of what is termed the “ Webb Work,” fully believing it to 
be the true and ancient Work practiced by the fraternity in 
America a century and more ago ; and we earnestly request, and 
do hereby order, that every Lodge under the jurisdiction of this 
Grand Lodge which has not adopted the said Work be required 
to do so at their earliest convenience, not alone for its antiquity 
and beauty, but that strict uniformity in the Work of the several 
degrees may be one t of the peculiarities of the Grand Lodge of 
Nebraska. . 
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MasonioEvents that Ooourred in February. 


BIRTHS OF PERSONS WIJO BECAME DISTINGUISHED MASONS. 

1822, v 3d — E. K. Kane. 

1777, 12th — Hfcnry ferush. 

1732, 22d — Washington. 

1780, 25th — JohnSfaow. 

1811, 1st — William N. Howei 

1812, 23d— John Beach. - ; 

1768, 5th — Napoleon. * 

1834, 13th — George H. Fleming. 

INITIATIONS OF MASONS AFTERWARDS DISTINGUISHED. 

1787, 6th — Prince of Wales. 

1826, 6th — Benjamin Parke. 

1778, 7 th— ^Voltaire. 

1809, 14th — John Snow. 

1821, 5th — Levi Cook. 

1856, 26th— D. H. Wheeler. ' 

DEATHS OF WELD-KNOWN MASONS. 

1834, 2 i — Loreneo Dow. 

1828, 11th— DsWitt Clinton. 

1818,15th — Charles XIIL of Sweden. r 

1857, 16th — E. K. Kano/. * ■ '!' 

1842, 17th— Alexander Y. Griswold. 

1723 25th — Sir Christopher Wren. 

1852, 3d — Edmund Dillahaiity. 

I860, 5th— -Thomas £T. KinkeacL ' . ; 

I860* 7th — Charles A. Ingersoll. i ; 

1839, 8th — Lawrence, Earl of Zetland. . 

1860, 17£h — Rev. Moses Stone. 

1861, 3d — Fountain Pearman. 

1861, ( 4th^Rev. Guerdon Gates. • > :\i , 

1809, 22d — Thomas Thompson. -.? / 

1855, 2$d^EUefcor'I>eming. ( ?/ . ,\ f '• i 
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58 Masonic JSvents that Occurred inFebruary. 


CORNER STONES PLANTED. v 

1728, 3d — Parliament House at Dublin, Ireland. 

1850, 22d — Washington Monument at Klchmond, Va. 

1859, 10th — Masonic Hall at Savannah, Georgia. 

EDIFICES, &C., MASONICALLY DEDICATED. 

1847, 11th — Masonic Hall at Dublin, Ireland. 

1859, 22d — Masonic Hall at Newark, N. J. 

1812,18th — Masonic Hall at Thetford, Vt. 

1860, 2 2d — Statue of Jackson at Washington, D. C. 

1859, 24th — Masonic Hall at Edinburgh, Scotland. 

• r 

CASUALTIES. ^ 

1856, 20th — Woodlawn Masonio Institute at Camden, Ark., 
burnt. ; 

1852, 28th — Masonic Hall at Providence, La., bufnt. ' 

, ♦ 

MASONIC GRAND BODIES ORGANIZED. 

1775, 6th — Grand Lodge of Brunswick. r 

1821, 7th — Grand Chapter of Maine. 

1858, 13th — Grand Chapter of New Jersey, (re-established.) 
1856, 16th — Grand Council of Louisiana, (Cryptic.) 

1811, 19th — Grand Lodge of District of Columbia. r r 
1788, 20th — Grand Council, Princes* of Jerusalem. ? r ■ • * 

1853, 23d — Grand Lodge of Minnesota. ' 

1764, 27th — Grand Lodge of Italy.. ; _ 

1860, 15th — Grand Conned of South Carolina, (Cryptip.) 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

’ ' ‘ * ' - , ' t 

1827, 3d — The Masonic Record c ommenced at Albany, N? Y. 
1819, 4th — Honorarium to Salem Tdwn, by the Gtan$ Chap- 
ter of N. Y. 

1827, 7th — The Masonic Intelligencer commenced at ^atavia, 

N. Y. . . 

1800, 11th — Obsequies of Washington by Grand, Lodge of 
Massachusetts. 

1851, 11th — Masonic Mission established- at PauataaL 
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1744, 12th — The Lodge caljed “ Charles of the Three Crowned 
Pillars,” established in Germany. 

1812, 12th, — Duke of Sussex installed D. G. Master of England. 

1857,. 12th^-Union of Knights Templar in Pennsylvania. 

1830, 16th — The Craftsman commenced at Rochester, N.. Y. 
1843, 18 th — The Masonic Mirror commenced at ColumbiaTenm 

1813, 27th — Great Masonic Festival to the Earl of Moira at 
London. 

1776, 20th — The Lodge called “ American Union,” established 
in the Revolutionary Army. 

1849, 20th" — Honorarium to Alfred Creigh, LL.D. 

Tribute to Woman. — A brother, whose admiration for the fair 
Bex can not be concealed, sends ns the following clipping, which 
he asks us to insert : 

“Place her among flowers, foster her as a tender plant, and she 
is a tiling of fanqy, waywardness, and sometime folly— annoyed 
by a dewdrop, fretted by the touch of a butterfly’s wing, and 
ready to faint at the rustle of a beetle ; the zephyrs are too rough, 
the showers too heavy, and she is overpowered by the perfume 
of a rosebud. Rut let real calamity come — rouse her affections— * 
.enkindle the fire of her heart* and mark her then *, how her heart 
strengthens itself— how strong is her purpose. Place her in thp 
heat of battle — give her a child, a bird — anything she loves or 
pities* to protect — and see her, as in a relative instance, raising 
her white arms as a shield, as her own blood crimsons her up- 
.turned forehead, praying for life to protect the helpless. Trans- 
plant her in the dark places of earth — awaken her energies to 
action, and her breath becomes a healing— her presence a bless- 
ing. She disputes, inch by inch, the stride of the stalking pesti- 
lence, when man, the strong and brave, shrinks away, pale and 
affrighted. Misfortune daunts her not ; she wears away a life of 
silent endurance, and goes forward with less timidity than to her 
bridaL In prosperity she is a bud full of odors, waiting but for 
the winds of adversity to scatter them abroad — pure gold, valu- 
able, but united in the furnace. In short, woman is a miracle — a 
mystery, the centre from which radiates the great charm of exisr 
tence. 
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Personal. 


Personal. 

• We have lately found it necessary to use our columns to answer 
personal attacks. Our readers seem to understand the value of 
such attacks and do not often ask for a reply. When they do, we 
have only to give the names of those who originate the slanders, 
and they answer themselves. 

But as “ a lie well stuck to is as good as the truth,” there are 
three subjects of accusation that have been repeated so often the 
last year by evil minded men, as to wear almost the shade of truth. 
They are these : First , That we (Brother Morris) are on trial be- 
fore the Grand Lodge of Kentucky for some offence. This is 
entirely false, as any Brother who attends Grand Lodge will tes- 
tify. No charges have ever been brought or suggested against 
us there that ever we heard ot 

Second, That we were refused admittance into lodges in Mem- 
phis. This, like the other, is absolutely false. On the contrary^ 
we ivere invited to and did deliver a course of lectures there at 
our last visit. We refer to any Brother in that city to corrob- 
orate our statement. 

Third , That we have been “repudiated,” “spurned,” “scorned,” 
etc., etc., by various Grand Lodges. Entirely false 1 

No charge or accusation against us have ever come to our ears, 
save those connected with the Society of Conservators. In com- 
mon with that great and good Association, we are suffering from . 
misrepresentations and their consequences. This we must bear 
the best way we can. It is but for a little while $ the truth will 
soon appear and we shall all be vindicated together. , 

In conclusion, it is sufficient to say to our readers that the tirade 
of slanders and abuse which is poured out against us, has its ori- 
gin in a certain New York writer, three times expelled from Ma- 
sonry, who has so little of the Masonic character about him, that 
he cannot gain admission into a lodge in his own city. He invents 
the slanders 5 the “ Review,” “ Magazine,” and “ Trowel ” take 
them up, revamp and color them, and give them what circulation 
their columns admit. It is likely some persons are influenced 
thereby, but if Freemasonry is what it claims to be, it has spirit 
enough to vindicate its own, and we can patiently wait our turn. 
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The Thicket of Cedars. 


My father was, in some respects, a singular man. His life was 
solitary. But few of our neighbors shared his acquaintance, and 
of those few I do not remember one to whom lie ever spoke a 
word, save in the way of businessL After the de jih of my mother, 
which occurred when I was about ten years of age, none of 
the neighbors came to our house upon a social errand, nor^did he 
pay neighborly visits tp any. He devoted himself chiefly to ray 
education and amusement, and it was through hi# unwearied efforts 
that I acquired the variety of information that has served me a 
good purpose during my life, and supplied the place of talent and 
originality. .. 

The period to which I allude vras from 1828 to 1838, constitut- 
ing what is Called in Western New York, where I was bom, the 
Anti-Masonic Period , so well remembered by those who took a 
position favorable or adverse to Masonry, ijwas too young then 
to observe t much of what was passing, but hot too young to see 
that my father was a devotee— ardent, so *fer as his nature would 
permit— of that mysterious Science, and that something of his 
reserved life and manner were connected with it* The walls of 
his ohamber, which was also my own Bleeping apartment, wfcre 
covered with drawings and emblematical representations of a 
character which, young as I was, I ppnnected with Freemasonry. 
Upon the shelves of bis book-case were many volumes in English, 
French, and German, which bore impressions that I knew to be 
Masonic, and upon which I stared with open-eyed wonder, not 
daring so much as to take one in my hand, much less to peruse it 
In a chest, whose lid and sides were covered with the same mys- 
{grious figures, my father had stored away a lot of gold and silver 
jewelry Masonic patterns, the gleanings, as I Bince discover, 
of various Masonic bodies that were suppressed in the county in 
vhich we lived. I forgot to say tha$ in the same bookrcase was 
a quantity of record books and ledgers that have since been rp. 
turned to the Grand Lodge ; and Grand Chapter of the State, as 


Digitized by LiOOQle 



The Thicket of Cedars. 


64 


the archives of the then defunct organizations, whose members 
were suffering storms of abuse at the hands of the anti-Masonic 
faction. 

The nightly observation of these things gave an air of mystery 
even to the child I then was, and I remember with amusement, 
how I accustomed myself to put on such a look among my youth- 
ful companions, and to decline a participation in their sports as 
unbecoming one upon whom such a weight of dangerous secrets 
rested ! Such strange beings are we, that to this day I feel my 
character essentially modeled and colored by the accidental cir- 
cumstances to which I have alluded. It is not that I inherited 
my father’s temperament; I was much more the child of my 
mother. But it was, that playing by day arid sleeping by night 
amidst objects that I had invested with an impenetrable cloud of 
mystery, I borrowed a tone and figure from them of which I have 
never divested myself nor shall to my dying day. 

At intervals my father had visitors, strangers to me and the 
vicinity in which we lived. These always came after dark and 
departed early in the morning. As they occupied tny father’s at- 
tention through the entire night, I was accustomed to be sent to 
the housekeeper’s room, w here I lay, often for hours, wondering 
what mighty secrets the party in my bedroom were discussing. 
One of these visitors I had reason to suppose was the unfortunate 
Eli Bruce. This I gather from the fact of my picking up a letter 
which was dropped at the gate upon the retiring of some oriri, 
and upon which was written in bold characters:— • 

ELI BRUCE, ESQ., ’ 

Late Sheriff Ontario County , ' 

Lockpokt, New York. 

When I took this to my father he cautioned me earnestly not 
to mention that name to any person, and this admonition impresses! 
‘it more deeply upon my childish memory. Among other visitors 
I have recognized, since my own manhood, the faces of N. <J. 
Chesebro, and others still living, whose names I da hot think 
proper now to speak. fc 

One day, the Sheriff of the County, with two of his deputies, 
called upoti my father. He met them at the gato arid a loud and 
stormy conference ensued. The old housekeeper and myself stood 
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at the door trembling, for the Sheriff was armed with holster pis- 
tols and my father had drawn a stout white-oak club from the 
woodpile, declaring in threatening tones, “ that if any man came 
inside his door without a regular warranty lie would brain him 
like a dog.” And from what I knew of my parent’s spirit and 
determination, I make no question but what he would have per- 
formed his threat At any fate, the officer quailed under it, and 
gave up what had evidently been his purpose, viz: to search the 
bouse. The next morning, my father went; to the County town, 
remarking to us that he probably should- be absent for ^ week, 
and commanding us on no account to admit any person inside the 
house during his absence. His words were, as I well recollect 
them: “Even if the house catches Jire, let it turn, but don’t open 
the doors to a visitor!” andT lay slcfepless that "night under the 
impression that the prohibition equally forbade my going out and 
that if the house was burned I must burn with it* 

Before the end of the week he returned, wearing a triumphant 
air which gave me great pleasure* as proving that he had been 
successful in the business that took him away, I have since 
learned that he was tried during those days for participation after 
the act, in the abduction of WiHiam Motgan, btit readily acquit- 
ted. 

But the circumstance that gives name to the present article, 
“The Thicket of Cedars,” is too curious to be forgotten. Our 
dwelling was in a kind of vale between two not very lofty hills, 
and on the top of the one south of us was a dense thicket of 
cedar trees, 15 or 20 feet in height. 5 To that hill every afternoon, 
when the weather permitted, my father directed his steps, and 
there he remained alone for an hbur. I had early been admon- 
ished not to follow him nop ever to go to that place, and so thor- 
oughly was the habit of obedience formed in me, that, until his 
death, I never set foot upon that hill! The, day, after his death, 
however, I went there alone. My father’s feet had made a plain 
pathway through the dense undergrowt^ u n d upon the very top 
of the hill was a rustic seat arranged between three of the largest 
Cedars growing in a triangular form. The trunks of these three 
trees had been carefully scraped until they were as smooth as 
sheets of paper, and upon them, regularly arranged and artisti- 
cally drawn, were the emblems of Blue Lodge Masonry ! 
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He Doeth all Things Witt ^ 


Ha Doeth all Things Well. 


BY P. G. M. BKNJ. B. FRENCH. 

[Composed by him especially for the commemorative services 
of Y. f*. Page, Grand Master of D. C., deceased.] 

r We praise Thee* gracious God, 

We glorify Thy name ; 

Bore stricken by Thy rod, r 

We bow beneath the same; * 

For though Thy ways we cannot tell, 

We know Thou doeth all thing t well. t 


' ' The brother of our love, 

r • So good, so true* so kind, ^ . 

Was gone to realms above 

Rest from our world to find ; ' : r 

He lives where saints and angels dwell,. ft 

f Where seraph harps Thy glories swelL 


. Then while we mourn our loss, 

We will our God adore ; 

{ ’Tis but our earthly cross — 

He has but gone before ; 

He wears the crown with those who dwell 
With OH who doeth all things well. 


Again in bealms above, 

We shall our brother meet ; 

And hear Christ's words of love, 
From off the Mercy Seat : 

“ Come all ye blest,, forever dwell, 

“ With Him who doeth all things well ,* 9 


Then, mourners, uease to weep ; 

Brothers, repress the sigh — 

Our dear one doth but sleep. 

To wake again on high. 

'Mid bliss' and joy, tongue can not telly 
With God who doeth all things well .* 
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The Editor’s Letter to M. W. John N. MoJilton, 

: * * 

GRAND MAStRR OR MARYLAND. 


j Most Worshipful* and Reverend Brother:^— 

Those of ns who have accustomed ourselves to peruse the well- 
digested and elaborate record and comment upon Masonic events, 
contained in your annual Reports upon Foreign Correspondence 
to the Grand Lodge of Maryland, have awaited with great inter- 
est your Address as Grand Master, anticipating much thoughtful, 
fraternal* counsel upon matters interesting to us alL As Chairman 
of a Committee upon Foreign Correspondence, few Masonic writ- 
ers have exhibited such learning and research as yourself. You 
have taken your stand-point above the local jealousies and preju- 
dices which, in Masonry as in the Church, sometimes disfigure 
history. Your writings will afford the historian rare materials for 
the elucidation of the true theory and practice of our Order iii 
the present generation. 

It was, therefore, reasonably anticipated that your writings as 
Grand Master would be even more elevated, more thoroughly 
digested, and fraught with the most solemn counsel to the Masonic 
brotherhood, in the crisis in which we, in common with aE our 
fellow citizens, now stand. 

Your Address to the Grand Lodge of Maryland, Aug. 17th, is 
now before us and has been read with close attention. Need I 
say it has produced a sensation of disappointment 1 Both in 
things said and things omitted, it stands altogether in unfavorable 
contrast with your* previous efforts, as well as with the model 
effort we had Anticipated from your pern 
If it is asked what business this is of mine, and why I am 
taking this public opportunity to comment Upon your Address, I 
reply, you have used my name in your remarks, have misrepre- 
sented my acts— -I doubt not^unintentiohally — and placed me 
before the Masons ot your State, in a position that I ought not to 
occupy. 

2-vol. n.— no. n. 
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It is not Masonic, M. W. Brother, publicly to impugn the 
actions of a Brother, without first warning him of his errors, 
warning him of tha intended attack, ^apd. enquiring of him as to 
the truth of the conduct complained of. Yet in none of these 
things did you merit me ; you have done mo public injury ; hence 
this reply. 

Your Address is mainly devoted to a subject that is occupying 
the pens of a certain ©lass of Matonie writers, vfei the purposes 
and' doings of the Association of Conservators. Of this Associa- 
tion you aver that I am Chief. Yo& express in your Address an 
ardent desire to comprehend its desigris, assumed in advance, 
however* to be evil and clandestine, and you call Upon the Craft 
in Maryland to be vigilant in observing its operations- Tel you 
have .yourself made no effort to procure information upon the 
subject. You knew where I lived ; you arid I, I think, were upon 
friendly terms 5 there was nothing in the origin and progress of 
the Conservators’ movement but what you were heartily welcome 
to know* and nothing, but what would have had your unqualified 
approval had you known it ; you were aware that I have for years 
kept a standing notice in the “ Voice of Masonry,” freely offering 
information upon this subject to all correspondents ; yet, I repeat* 
you xnado no effort to inform . yourself upon Conservatism, ^mt 
havo condemned the aims, the labors, the characters of three 
thousand Masons, headed by such men as Philip £. Tucker and 
CharicsScott, untried and unheard 1 Was, this: Masonic and 
right? I trow not. rx : ' 

The peruSal. of your Addresi shows, that you have, rend but one 
6 fi the documents elicited in the discussions of the subject, and 
that was i w Discourse by James Fenton, at Detroit, Michigan, 
March, 1863 from this you. make copious extracts* Permit me 
to. undeceive you as to the. character of this production. Its 
author was not requested,, as jyou suppose, to prepare and deliver 
that Address as “ Grand Secretary.” So far from /that, he had no 
tnpre authority to attach the title of u Grand Secretary of the 
i Grfud Lodge of Michigan” torfei* >: pamijWqt than. his position ^s 
v Clerk of the Detroit Water works;” the/ latter .corporation 
being as ;much responsible for drift viowaas the .former* -In point 
of fact Mr. Fenton’s course in this matter, as in some others, If 

0/ -.11 ..10 - v 
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repudiated by the brethren of Detroit, who aresaid in the panf- 
phlet to have “requested the delivery of the Address,” not one of 
whom toted for his te-eleotion as Grand Secretary in January 
last ’ - 

[You will say that this has nothing to do with the question of the 
Conservators’ Association. It has, this far, that a fictitious value 
has been put, by, you arid others, upon Fenton’s Address, the only 
evidence you have adduced against us, in the assumption of his 
title as M Grand Secretary.” Without this assumption it is plain 
you would not have quoted him, for the thing itself is unworthy 
of notice. I do not blame you for the mistake. The pamphlet 
was sent to everybody who it was thought would read it, and sold 
in the lodges of Michigan as <m official document ; but the fiction 
has since been generally exposed. 

Could you but know, Brother McJilton, the history of these 
attacks from the beginning— could you but know the tool employed, 
the plottings, the violations of brotherly faith, the assumptions* of 
which this affair of Fenton’s is a specimen, and the perversions 
of Masonic covenants, to overthrow a harmless and innocent So* 
ciety, and could you but see what is plain to those who have 
examined*both sides of this question, that the entire purpose of 
this cru9ade against Conservatism is the retention of a few men in 
office , you would regret as much as we do that you. have been 
drawn even seemingly, into the vortex. Review then, will you 
not, the entire subject by the lights acceptable to you, and do j at- 
tic© to those who have been injured by your remarks. * 

Upon the 19th page of your Address you invite the advocate^ 
of the Conservators’ Asspciation to enlighten the Freemasons of 
Maryland in regard to the designs of that Society, and the effect 
its labors are likely to produce. May I consider this invitation 
addressed to me as well as others? If, without assumption, i£ is 
proper for me to do so, I will accept the call, and although you 
had in your hands t\yo pf my productions upon this subject, when 
you penned your Address, yet as you do not quote from them I 
.will repeat what was said there, and ask your impartial attention 
/tQ it. . . , ■■ 

I. The objeot of .establishing a Conservators’ Association is to 
secure uniformity in, work. Every Mason is promised; Masogfp 
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uniformity at the time of his initiation ; no Mason made in the 
last 46 years has realized that promise; all the efforts made by 
Grand Lodges in that direction have failed, and none of us are 
getting the Masonic benefits for which we were covenanted with 
heavy moral burdens 5 those of this generation are dying daily, 
and we feel disposed, some of us, to use our prerogative as Fre& 
masons and seek for it privately. There is the whole matter in a 
nutshell. 

The various objections urged against us in your Address, are 
groundless' as you will perceive by examining the following synop- 
sis of our plans ; — 

II. The Conservators’ Association was brought into existence 
by the joint wisdom and efforts of many of our oldest and most 
experienced Masons. I can, of course, only mention here the 
names of those who are-deacL Amongst these I cite your neigh- 
bor and personal friend, Charles Gilman, from whom, in 1858, I 
procured much valued counsel and manuscripts ; Wilkins Tanne- 
hill who, in Sept., 1851, favored me with his views upon the sub- 
ject ; Charles Scott, to whose genius the very inception of the 
plan is probably due ; Philip C. Tucker, whose gigantic intellect 
and Masonic learning and experience made him the Ajax Teleman 
of the movement, and who, had he not been prematurely taken 
away, would have been now its leader ; Melody of Missouri, and 
others resembling them, in virtue, knowledge, and honest love of 
Masonry. Is it to be credited that such men, either from reck- 
lessness, ignorance, or disrespect of lawful authority, would engage 
in an enterprise meriting the reproaches you have cast upon us ? 

III. The plan of the Conservators’ Association has earned the 
Approval of nearly every one to whom it has been presented* 
Leaving out of view those brethren, not numerous, who have de- 
clined to co-operate with us, for reasons not antagonistic to our 
wiews and aims, the number who have declined our invitation is 
but a handful, Certainly less than a score. If it is suggested that 
that number now will be greatly increased, owing to the develop- 
ments lately made, I reply, that is very likely. After the develop- 
ments of Morgan and the persecution that followed, there were no 
new Masons made, worth naming, for fifteen years. Men will not 
become Masons, if it involves slander, opposition, and reproach, 
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and the same causes will probably affect Conservatism, but no 
argument touching the propriety or lawfulness of our plan can be 
drawn from that 

Among the three thousand names upon our rolls may be found 
the lights wisdom, piety, honor, and experience of Freemasonry 
in a large measure. Had you, Brother McJilton, but enquired < 
into the subject as they did, you, too, would have been a Conser- 
vator. 

A writer of your acuteness and Masonic research will not ask, 

“ Why then does the subject of Conservatism present so many 
objectionable features, in the pamphlet of Mr. Fenton ?” No one 
knows better than yourself that there is no degree in Masonry or 
any other spcret society, that will bear exposure at the hands of 
its opponents. The virgin’s robe is not only her ornament hut 
her protection ; every system whose essence is secresy must be 
viewed and studied in the light of its own initiation, or it will 
appear in wrong colors. How, think you, Bro. McJilton, the de- 
gree of Knight Templar would appear under such /attacks and 
“exposures,” as those to which Conservatism has been subjected? 
or the degree of Seleot Master ? or Royal Arch? or even Entered 
'Apprentice? The statements of Mr. Fenton has the same rela- 
tionship to Conservatism that those of Morgan do to Masonry ,; 
there is a modicum of truth in both, but it Is so poisoned with the 
•spirit of hatred and malice as to be utterly unreliable. 

IV. The Society of Conservators was organized for only five 
years. Sharing in the objections against Modern Systems of Ma- 
sonry, already too numerous, its author^ wisely made its term of 
existence so brief as to remove any proper scruples under that 
head. Fortunate for Masonry bad the authors of the other Modi 
ern Degrees and Systems done the same. 

V. The Grand faster, Deputy Grand Master, and Grand War- 
dens in any jurisdiction, who become Conservators, are ex officio 
the heads of the Society there, and no person without their con- 
sent, can exercise any authority whatever. How much of your 
Address is answered and refhted by this simple statement! Had* 
yon but applied for information before joining the ranks of odf 
opponents, this single fact would have removed every serious ob- 
jection that you have stated, and convinced you of the propriety 
of our course. 
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VI. Oar plans involved the rehearsal of the Work every year y 
When permitted, before the various Grand Lodges. Oar Work 
was no secret, nor the manner in which we received it, nor the 
evidences of its genuineness. We profess the ability to prove its 
genealogy, and only ask permission of the Grand Lodge to do so, 
feeling confident of securing their favorable consideration if they 
will but listen to oar arguments. 

VII. Selections of members have ever been made from among 
the faithful, zealous, and true members of the Order. In that 
respect our catalogue is unique ; there is nothing like it in the his-' 
tory of Freemasonry. Would you but examine it, you would say 
with me that if the men who make up our three thousand member^ 
are not safe guides and counselors in Masonic things, we may 
despair of ever finding them this side of the Celestial Lodge 
above. 

*. VIII. The Work adopted by the Conservators, so fa * from 
beiing, as you intimate, an invention of my own, was derived by 
us from Bro. Philip C. Tucker, and is that whose history is so 
elaborately given in his Addresses to the Grand Lodge of Ver- 
mont in 1859 and 1860. Altnost every Grand Lodge reproduced 
that portion of his Addresses. The Conservator Work is the ♦ 
Work of Webb . Ibis the only Work I have ever seen — and you 
know I am familiar with yours — that has a history or genealogy. 
Like yourself I have been a diligent student I claim nothing • 
further, and as such have examined every system of Work in use 
in the United States and the Canadas. They are all modern, save 
Webb’s, (and that which is used in Pennsylvania,) and to be 
modern in Masonic rituals is to be spurious . Such, also, used to 
be your opinion. 

IX. The remarks in ybur Address about “ Blue books,” whicb 
seem designed as a reproach to us, ean not properly be answered 
in print. I refer you again to the two Addresses of Tucker. Are 
we not at liberty to provide ourselves with the auxiliaries which 
were authorized by Preston, Webb, Barney, Gilman, Tucker and 
the fathers? Why the only claim to Masonic information that 
Mr. Fenton, your Michigan authority, possesses is oqe of these 
“ Blue books,” as you term it, which he claims to have received 
from John Barney 1 
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X. You intubate in you* Addfesa thatlM^ste -MasM haye no 

right to forin' Societies) inMaspfliyfrpro w^iph .ptber faster Ma- 
sons at© excluded, 1 hare b©wd< tb& remark from others* but no 
one ha* yet foftiflafdtbe opinion, with a reason If not asking, tpo 
much, I would enquire, Why not? The laws and landmark* of 
Masonry being sUent T pponthp subject, and rail fs Ma?qns being 
essentially Free by birth,I would burnt Jy express- wf/opimon that 
they haw the right. :I know they .have often exercised it Else 
whence come ^Lodges of Mark, Masters, Past Masters^ Councils, 
etc,, all of which were organized in r the manner obnoxious, to your 
rebuke? • ... ; . * • , . ; - ...» . .. 

Ee that as it may, there is not a feature ip the Conservative 
system for which itsautbPF 8 bad not a dirpct and positive prece- 
dent in the history of Preptqn, , Webb; and the other acknowl- 
edged lights in Masonry. You can not dpny,[ I think, that 
whatever was lawful to them is equally so to us. 

XI. In reply to your enquiry whether the benefits that ,£eve 

resulted from the establishment of the Conservators’ Association, 
compensate for the eVil feelings awakened in its discussion, I can 
only say that neither from God or man can the Conservators be 
held responsible for those consequences. Observing how much 
acrimony and bitterpess have resulted ffom ^very Masonic discus- 
sion recorded in the last forty years, the authors of this movement 
wisely laid their plans in secfesy and silence. The quarrel excited, 
is not our own but our opponents. When the coming historian 
unravels the tangled; skein, and develops the motives, so low! and 
mercenary, that originated ft ese attacks, and compares the false- 
hoods and slhnders of ou? assailants, with the dignity and reticence 
with Tyhich they have been met, the world will decider that Con- 
servatism, whose very spirit is. farwfhlhe&s and peade, can not be 
held responsible for a quarrel that has developed flue worst pas- 
sions of human nature* . , . V ' 

We are f working For the ages to com©* What happens this 
year or these twenty years is of little moment in Masonry, only so 
far as it respeets the permanent prosperity* of the Order. If the 
great end of Uniformity in Work can be produced through our 
efforts, it will be a pleasure to us in old age to review the trials ' 
undergone in its pursuit Freemasonry is worth nothing if it is 
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todt worth asacriBce. Forone Ifeel honored to be the object of 
such attacks as those to whiohlhave referred, for I know that I 
am sustained* by the body of intefligentaiid reflecting Masons. 
But I can not bear the thought that men, Rro.McJilton, like your* 
self, should join in these attacks, nor will they, if the truth is made 
known to them. From whom can we expect justice, if not from 
the ministers of Christ, Masons, and gentlemen ? Nor nan I rest 
easy under the thought that the Maspns of Maryland should be 
taught by you to misunderstand my purposes in this matter. Ma- 
sonry has been no golden mine to me. The respect of the good 
and true has been the principal reward of my labors. The gene- 
rosity of your brethren in Maryland were too clearly indicated at 
my visit in 1868, and I earnestly ask, Bro. McJilton, that you, as 
their Grand Master, do justice to me and my colleagues in this 
matter. 1 I am, with faithful regards, your Brother, 

Ron Morris. 

LaGeakgb, Ky., February 1, 1864. 


An Aristocratic Lodge. 

- The Westminster and Keystone Lodge, England, is truly an 
aristocratic body, using the word in no offensive sense. In I860, 
the Earl of Carnarvan was the outgoing Master, Lord Skelmers- 
dale was Junior Warden, Lord North Junior Deacon— for Senior 
Warden and for Treasurer there was a Member of Parliament, 
while amoiigits Past Masters and Past Wardens, si nee 1836, it 
numbers Earl Lindoln, Earl Cowper, Viscounts Vaughn, Holmes- 
dale, Howard, Valleftort, Pevensby, and Powerscourt, Sir George 
Beaumont, Baronet; Sir John Harrington, Baronet; Sir Robert 
Jacob Buxtbn, Baronet; Sir Michael Hicks Beach, Bafonet; many 
Members of Parliament, and other gentlemen distinguished in 
the pulpit and at the bar. 
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The Statue From the Block. 

\ 


(W e have nowhere seen so fine an illustration of the Masonic 
idea of making the Perfect from the Rough Ashlar as in the fol- 
lowing lines, by Thomas Buchanan Reed, suggested by Steinbau- 
ser’s grcdip of Hero and Leander. Let no Mason Say that his 
Brother is utterly perverted and hopeless of reformation, when 
such a statue can be worked from so rude a lump of stone. — Ed. 
Voice.) 

. Long bad they dwelt within one breathless cell, 

Two souls, by some mad sy corax confined ; 

But oh, the unmeant mercy of that spell 

Which turned those arms to marble, while entwined 
In all the passionate wee of tenderness, 

And to the unknown depths of earth consigned 
These radiant forms of Beauty’s rare excess, 

This monument of Love’s own loveliness ! 

Unchronicled, the centuries rolled on, 

And groves grew ancient on the prison hill ; 

And men forgot their parent tongues anon, 

And spoke a different language, as a rill 
Wearing another channel from its source, 

. Makes a new song accordant to Us course. 

But suddenly the unexpectant sun 
Beheld the swarthy laborers employ 
Upon that hill their rude exhuming art. 

Like shadowy hopes at some dull, ancient heart, 

, : To free the spirit of long buried joy, 

And now they grappled with the stubborn rocks* 

Breaking the antique seals which time had set 
Upon the earth’s deep treasury,* that locks 
Within its inmost wards such marts asyet 
The busy masons of the poet^s brain 
Have builded not. — Anon the toiling ox 
Dragged the white quarry to the peopled plain, 

And Beauty’s soul lay sepulchred unknown ! 

The crowd disoernedit not, till there came one 
Who heard the passionate breathings in the stone* 

' The wordless music of Love’s overflow ; 

Who heard and pitied, ahd, like Prosper©, 

Released the spirits from their living grave; 

. Aqd when the breathless world beheld them— -lo 1 
!fhe soul of purity, around, above, 

9nng in the tremulous air like heaven's own dove ; 

And fame pronounced the name of him who gave 
A marble immortality to Love! 
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The Grand Honors at the Grave. 


BY BOB MORRIS. 

* 

Having been requested by several of th© good fellows with 
whom we united in July, 1863, in paying the last honors of Ma- 
sonry to Bro. Brigadier General Kirk, at Sterling, Illinois, to write 
out and publish our observations made at that time upon the Pub- 
lic Grand Honors , we have concluded to do so, not only to gratify 
the request of those who treated us so kindly upon that occasion, 
but to answer enquiries upon this subject which we receive from 
our correspondents by almost every mail. 

At that part of the Funeral exercises where the Grand Honors 
are ordered, we addressed the audience — not the Freemasons — 
as follows : — 

My Friends : — Many of the ceremonies of Freemasqnry are of 
such a nature that they can only be performed within the tyled 
precincts of the lodge. Others of our ceremonies, though done 
in public, do not admit of explanation save to Freemasons. But 
there is a class of ceremonies, as ancient, curious, and important 
as any other, which is exhibited in public .and has no meaning but 
what the world without is at liberty to understand. Ol* this class 
is the Public Grand Honors which I am about to explain to 
you. 

The death of a Master Mason, a member of a regular lodge, 
invests him with new titles to fraternal respect. However inferior 
the position he had previously held amongst us, he now stands 
superior to us ally in name, in knowledge, and in honors. He has 
now advanced one degree beyond us. He has attained to Light 
ineffable to mortal eyes. All that to’ us is enwrapped in cloud, in 
mystery, and in emblems, is clear and plain to his eyes. 

Therefore we take up the body of such a man tenderly and bear 
him with honors to the grave. Upon the bosom of Mother Earth 
we lay him, and ere her maiitle of green turfs, mingled with tears 
and verdant sprigs, is closed around him, we give him salutations 
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the most honorable and respectful kiiownto our Order. These 
we call the Public Grand Honors. 

The, Public Grand Honors are made by ns with three more* 
ments of the arms. By the first , (making it,) we imply that the 
memory of our departed Brother is ever green and will survive 
the grave ; that his virtuous deeds are jndelibljr inscribed upon 
our hearts; that we will faithfully imitate whatever was meritor- 
ious in him, and cast the veil of charity upon his shortcomings. • 
By the second, (making it,) we express our pious belief as Free- 
masons that the spirit of our departed Brother, released from its 
tenement of clay, has winged a happy flight to the presence of 
Him who will render to every man according. to his works. 

By the third* (making it,) we affirm that the will of God has 
been accomplished in this return of dust to dust ; and that it is 
our bounden duty as Freemasons to submit, remembering that 
the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away ; blessed be the 
Name of the Lord ! Amen !; (Beeponse, So mote it be !) ■ ' 

At the conclusion of these remarks we addressed the Brethren 
thus: — 

Brethren : unite with me in giving the Public Grand Honors of 
Masonry as the last ontward token of our respect to our departed 
Brother. As Masons, together. 



Shakespeare and Maroray. 

’ 

The question, why was not this universal genius, this poet, wit 
philosopher, metaphysician, and socialist, a Freemason, has its 
best solution, perhaps, in the condition of the Order during the 
days of Elizabeth. That virago, it is historically stated, was pre- 
judiced against Masonry and made at least one attempt during her 
reign to suppress it It was certainly under the disfavor of the 
court all her days, and that in a country like England, is eqnivar 
lent to general unpopularity. The records do not show thateitheV 
Bacon, Raleigh, Burleigh, Spencer, Shakespeare, or any other of 
the throng of wits and scholars of the Elizabethan Court was a 
Freemason. 
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Another reason applicable to Shakespeare was that he was a 
play-actor, a class of characters not sufficiently elevated in the 
Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries to associate with lords and 
gentlemen on such terms of familiarity as Masonry enjoins. 

But although we have no evidence in cotemporaneous records, 
or in our own histories of Shakespeare’s being a Freemason, 
there are proofs that in his thoughts such a society of ours had 
been thoroughly conned over eitheriis an existing fact or a great 
social necessity of the times. If one who is accustomed to peruse 
his writings*— and what person claiming the title of an English ~ 
scholar is not ?— will but pencil the passages that bear out this 
observation, he will find his volume well annotated by the time he 
gets through it The copy in our library stands as a witness to 
thiA, 

v Yet it will not suffice to say, because there are passages in our 
lectures taken from Shakespeare’s writings, that Shakespeare was 
a Mason. Preston, to whom we. are indebted for the most of our 
present lectures, borrowed from all sources of uncorrupted English, 
and amongst others from Shakespeare. In the monitorial illustra- 
tions of the third degree there is at least one passage literally 
copied from Shakespeare, and in the lecture of the second degree 
one or more. 

In our tale, “ The Lodge at Mystic,” completed in the last vol- 
ume of the Voice, we gave a few pages of quotations from Shake- 
speare which serve to illustrate the thoughts above given. We 
might largely increase the list 

An English correspondent, writing us upon this subject, com- 
ments at considerable length upon this analogy, but he is probably 
not aware that the Blue Lodge lectures in use in the English 
lodges are not tbe same as ours. . They are the “ Henning Lec- 
tures^” originated in 1813, described by Bro. E. D. Cooke, some 
years since, as “ compound of Shakespeare, Milton, and Lord By- 
ron !” Nothing can be proved by illustrations from Henning’s 
lectures except the learning, ingenuity, and irreverence (to ancient 
Masonic traditions) of Henning himself. 
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To M. W. Bro. Bob Morris, Lt. D. 


OT UEUORY OF HIS PARTING WORDS : **GOD BLESS TOD, GOOD BTB.’ i 
BT BBO. TO B. MERRIAK, 


“ God bless you, good bye,” bow it touches the heart ; 

1 How full of firm friendship when brothers must part ! 

In words comprehensive, in purpose how high 

Was thy farewell at parting — “ God bless you, good bye.” 

“ God bless you, good bye,” 0 how much does it add 
To the good old “good bye” that’s so eartleuly said, 

When uttered with prayer to the Master on high, 

As thou didst, my brother — “ God bless you, good bye.” 

0, often life’s journey seems dreary and lone, 

To the rich in his mansion^-the king on his throne, 

For lack of such friendship as wealth can no* buy — 

SUoh friendship as prompted “ God bless you, good bye.” 

God bless you, dear brother, good bye till we meet ; 

God bless you at home, while the dear ones you greet ; 

God bless you forever ! be this the reply 

To your farewell at parting— God bless you, good bye.” 

God bless thee, good bye ; and When parting at last. 

May we meet with the faithful, when death’s gate is passed, 

Where partings are over— renewing on high 

The friendship that prompted “God bless you, good bye.” 


The Number Seven. 

Britton, in his Architectural Antiquities of Great Britain, has 
an account of the building of Eton College, in which we learn 
there were employed the first week seven masons , afterwards thir- 
a multiple of seven. It is such analogies as these between 
operative and speculative Masonry that ^fford the historian much 
valued material to his hand. 


— V 

A Proper Device. — Bro. W. B.’ Lahgridge, of Muscatine, 
Iowa, has the following proper device, for his personal seal 
dci rice, the Cockle Shell ; inscription, “ Dominodirige.” 
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The Essenes in Their Relation to Masonry, 

A new work, published by James Miller, New York, entitled, 
“ Christ* the Spirit,’* has been described to us by a learned corres- 
pondent as embracing many interesting thoughts applicable to 
Masonic study. We quote from his letter : 

“ Sections 13, 19, and 20 of part 1, are full of valuable matter. 
The writer says he is nb Mason, but he has read Mackey and Oli- 
ver, and he makes more out of Masonry than I ever saw in it 
before. He argues that the Essenes were the early Christians; 
that the Gospels are their esoteric? books ; that the crucifixion was 
a mystical ceremony of initiation into their society, etc. He says : 
Among other instructions given the (Masonic) candidate is one to 
part with his life rather than his honor, and this is printed in ital- 
ics. But by the word honor here, we must understand something 
infinitely more profound than can be seen in a fashionable mean- 
ing of the word. Now the unhappy event of the Temple, spoken 
of by Masonic lecturers, teaches, among other things, this very 
doctrine. Everything seen in a lodge is symbolic, says Dr. Oliver. 
What then is the symbolism of H. A. B. being put to death upon 
refusing to surrender his secret (the secret of Masonry) but this, 
that a true Mason must yield his life rather than violate his sense 
of duty. No doubt a Mason is under the heaviest obligations to 
keep his oath of secresy inviolate. But this is itself a symbolism 
which signifies that he is to maintain his fidelity, that is his Honor. 
Fidelelity is the very secret of a true life which must on no account 
be surrendered to any. person in the universe, and this is the doc- 
trine of the Gospel: “If any man come to me ” etc., Luke xiv, 
^6 ; the meaning of which is precisely the great lesson of Masonry, 
yiz : that Duty (fidelity and righteousness) is more important than 
parents and friends, yea, even than (the natural) life itself.” 
t But the wonderful part of this book — so our correspondent 
urges — is its beauty and truth. Neither you nor I have ever in 
any Masonic address encountered a thought equal to this author’s 
in the correctness and elegant of his application of Duty. He 
ptates the doctrine of th* crpwning ceremony of all initiations; 
assumes i that thp Masonic is Jhe same; takes the assertion of the 
Masonic ( wrHerd that the JEssenes .were Freemasons, and deduces 
from that whatTbbfore' sakf, that “baptism and the crucifixion 
were ceremonies and parables.” 
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i . * Tie Orfcft'in Sobthod. - , v > 

> , ^ • . V" ' ‘ ■■ " ’ ' 7 . ' ■ • • ; 

St* John’s Day, at Ayr, ‘Scotland, was celebrated on the 28th 
Dec., (Monday,) by the members of. the Lodges Nos. 124, 188’ 
16fJJ and 204 — deputation^ being present from Troon Navigation, 
conducted by the Right 'Worshipful Bro. John Imrie, Master ; 
Kilmarnock St. Andrew, Deputy* Master, Bro. Stewart ; Irvine 
St Andrew, Bro. Dr. Gray, R. W: M. ; Maybole Royal Arch, 
Bro. Lambie, R. W. M.; besides which, the Grand and the Mother 
Lodges were represented by Bros. D. Murray Lyon, Grand Stew- 
ard, and Walter Stewart ; Saltcoats and Ardrossan Royal Arch, 
by Bro. John Robertson; and New Brunswick St. Andrew, by 
Bro. Captain Charles Brown. Deputations were exchanged 
between the several local lodges; In Ayr Kilwinning,’ the East at 
this their 9Sth anniversary, was held by the Rt.Wor. Bro, Robert 
Fergufeaon,” grocer and Wine. merchant, Master ; Bro. Wm. Martin, 
R. W. M., presided in the Operative (constituted in 1776) ; Bro. 
A. Watson, R. W. M.,‘ in the Royal Arch (1786); and Past Master 
Bro. Glass in thej Ayr and Renfrew Militia St Paul (1799). The 
piembers of the last mentioned lodge dined together in the Whip 
Inn previous to the eveningjneeting, the chair being occupied by 
Bro. Wm. Chambers, H \V7 51 Bros. M’Millan of Maybole, 
Marr, Chaihbers, and Tait, were the leaders in the different orches- 
iras ; and in all of the lodges the greatest hilarity prevailed. The 
hall* of the Operative and Arch were tastefully decorated* As 
shewing . the estimation, in which Freemasonry is held by the array 
it was stated by Bro. Sergeant Dinning, in replying for the “Mili- 
tary Brethren of Ayr Kilwinning,” that on cOming to their present 
station only somO three Or four of the nOn-commissioned officers 
of the 41sl< Regitneht were Masons, but tow twenty-three of their 
number had joined the Order, and he was glad to say that to the 
Lodge No. 124 could' be traced the impetus given to* the move- 
ment through which had been introduced into the Order so many 
of the non-commissioned officers of the Welch Regiment; and it 
was not unlikely that that gallant corps might ere long be enabled 
to fprpa a regularly chartered lodge of their own. - 

The .following list of officers of “Mother Kilwinning” Lodge, 
will be doubly interesting to our readers as showing the peculiar 
afrm^genntent of office-bearers in that veherable lodge :--- 

Put James Fergussop pf Kilkerran, Bart.* M. P,j Rt Wor. Gr. 
Master, ana as such Provincial (jirand Master of Ayrshire ; Geo. 
Johnston, Redburn, Past Master; Hugh Conn, Adeia Villa, Dep- 
uty Mlwtefc; Janies Heiidrie, Meadow Bank, Substitute Master; 
John iCarutherv Senior Warden ; David Gemineb Junior War- 
den ; Lindsay Mackersy, W. S., Proxy Maatep—haying as War- 
dens, James Ballantine, Grand Bard, and D. Murray Lyon, Gr. 
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Steward, Representatives in Gr. Lodge; John Whinton, Treas- 
urer; Robert Wylie, Secretary; Rey. Dr. Campbell, Chaplain — 
having as Assistant Chaplains, Rev. D. V. Thomson, Rev. Geo. 
Coreap, Rev. Robert Murray; Wm. Kennedy and John Robert* 
son, Stewards ; James Salter and Robert Cunningham, Deaeons ; 
John Craig, L G.; Thomas Young, Tyler. 


The Editor’s Reminiscences* 

Bro. Jesse Edmonston of Hickman, Ky., was one of a class of 
Masons of whom I have many upon my books, (James Moore, 
Thomas Posey, J. M. Gilbert, John S. Perry, O. T. Blood, John 
Beach, et id genu *,) men who love Masonry for itself atone. With 
them, its symbols imply something more than morality, equality, 
and rectitude of life ; something of a divine nature. Old Bro. 
Edmonston, with seven others, (all dead now, I believe,) united 
with me in organizing Hickman Chapter , No. 49, in 1852. We 
used to begin work early after supper ; have a lunch at midnight* 
(a box of sardines and a pound of crackers to the man,) and get 
through just before breakfast the next morning! We made a 
point to take two classes (6 in all,) through the Degrees of Mark 
Master, Past Master, Most Excellent Master* and Royal Arch, in 
twelve hours. And this we did upon one at a time. We allowed 
no clubbing. Bro. E. agreed with me that as each candidate 
paid full price he was entitled to full work. So the degrees of 
Mark, Past, and Most Excellent were worked* upon each one 
separately ! 

The veteran never got tired. His voice was as loud as mine 
(no dove’s cooing, I assure you,) in all the Odes. Like myself he 
took any part from A to Izzard, and shifted from one part to 
another, and filled any vacancy that occurred. I used to play 
Proteus with him, and it was hard to say who was the more expert 
in the role. 

As we walked together to a funeral one day, he asked me to 
superintend his burial, whenever he should die, and I promised to 
do so. But I was in New York at the time, (1S57,) and it was 
impossible for me to fulfill my promise. But I wrote in his mem- 
ory the lines, since adopted as the Funeral Ode of a Knight 
Templar, commencing 

“ Prtoioot in the tight of heaven,” et*. 
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EDITORIAL CHIT-CHAT, TIDINGS & INTELLIGENCE; 


[This department, to which we shaft give, the present year, a large *pte* 
is made of extracts from our daily correspondence, replies to queries, and 
brief notes of a literary and general character.] 


— 1. A brother being initiated and passed in a lodge, can not 
take his third degree in any other lodge without securing the con- 
sent of the former to the transfer of jurisdiction. 

2. No certificate of demit, diploma, etc., can be granted a 
Brother without the express order of the lodge. Such evidences 
Are, always supposed to refer to the lodge records for their authen* 
ticity. 

—Your enquiries upon th^subject of a " Supreme Grand Lodge 
of the United States,” cover more ground than our space permits* 
In our u History of Freemasonry in Kentucky,” published in 1859, 
we gave a general history of the efforts ooMmenced as early as 
1788, or thereabouts, to give George Washington the same con- 
trolling influence over Masonry that he had over the politics au^ 
army of the oounty, via^ by making him “ General Grand Mas- 
ter.” As one incident in this history we quote the following from 
the proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Georgia, Dec. 28, 1789 : 

• 4t Reaolveds as the sense of this Grand Lodge,, that there Ought 
to be a federal or supreme grand lodge constituted, to have jurisj 
diction over the respective grand and other lodges throughout the 

Continent; and that have authority to comtriunicate 

with the grand lodges to the northward* to pledge the faith of this 
grand lodge in rupport of such an undertakings and to assent to a 
Masonic convention for that purpose.” 

; — The 'Masonic Hall at Gloucester* Massachusetts, was burned 
'Feb. 18* 1864, id a terrible < conflagration that . destroyed nearly 
/one hundred edifloes. : We sincerely sympathise with our oorrest 
pendents and , u /;* h. % 

3-vol. it.-no. n. 
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— The lecture to which you allude was thus described : 

On the Philosophy of Freemasonry . — Kino Solomon’s Tem- 
ple ; its purposes; materials; working up ; cement; rubbish; 
gates; devices; honors; visitors; side chambers. Under this 
allegory the whole subject of Masonry may be succinctly con- 
veyed, and the laws, customs, discipline, work, and responsibil- 
ities of the institution taught. 

/ 

— The utter confusion into which this subject of the height of 
the pillars is oast, may be seen in the following lines, which we 
take from the 44 Maryland Ahiman Rgzon,” of 1797, in which their 
altitude is given as ttoenty-f ve cubits. The error, however, may 
be merely typographical : 

He cast two fine pillars, would dazzle jour sight, 

Twenty-five cubits they being in height. 

All Israel might see them as they went to ohuroh, 

One stood on each side of King Solomon't Porch ! 

— W e are favored with a photograph, which can do everything 
but speak, of our learned Brother, Alfred Creigh, LL. D., of 
Washington, Pa. 

— Rev. Bro. J. W. Kynett of Tilton, Iowa, no ordinary man 
or Mason, thus writes us: 

44 The Webb Work is working like a charm in this State, so far 
as my knowledge extends. A great Masonic revival is going on 
around us, not only in receiving new material, but in the acquisi- 
tion of the true Work. An old brother, 64 years of age, resident 
in an adjacent lodge, said to me recently that, old as he was, he 
was anxious as a boy to get the genuine Work, and was deter- 
mined to learn it The good time in Iowa has surely come, and 
we owe it, under the favor of God, to you” 

— Wo learn from Bra O. H. Aborn, Warsaw, Ind., that the 
lodge at that place is prospering finely. He adds that 44 he con- 
siders the Voice one of the best Masonic works published. I 
promise to add as largely as possible to its circulation.” Will 
not hundreds of old friends 44 go and do likewise?” 

— Your quotations are apt. We may well say of one who in 
times past has sedulously served our Order without the hope of 
fee or reward* but now in his old age displays the worse ride of 
human nature, that 44 the web of our life is of a mingled yarn* 
good and ill together; our virtues would bo proud ifourfaultf 
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' whipped them not; and our crimes would d!eSpaiir if they were 
not cherished by our virtues.” It may mournfully be asserted of 
such men that w they have lived too long.— Whom the gods love 
die young.” 5 i: 

— Concerning this multiplicity of degrees that so clogs the Ma- 
sonic Order in this country, Shakespeare affords us a good com- 
mentary in the wdrds he puts in the mouth of Diana, where she 
says : ■ * ■ 

44 *Tis Hot the ^napy oaths that mak* the truth ; 

But the plain tingle vow that it vowed true.” 

Would we could throw out every degree ind fraction of a de- 
gree, save those of the Symbolical Rite. v 

— We learn from Bro. Capt S. C. Hodgeman of Climax, Mich., 
that the Order is in a good condition there; they have a fine hall, 
nicely carpeted and well lighted, and Masonry isf taking a good 
hold on the feelings of the community.' 

— Bro. John H. Sho waiters, of Fairmount, We»t Va*> writes us c 
41 We should be happy to see you once more among the hills of 
Western Virginia. Masonry 19 looking . up again among us, ilnd 
rapidly recovering from the shock it received ajt the breaking out 
of the war.” ... t ^ ■ . . 

-*-Bro. Repben Miokel, Montezuma, Iowa, writes: : u We aie 
prospering here Masomcally, and Wedded t6 the Webb Work.” 

— We date not say to you that you have as good right to strike 
a Mason as he has to lie about yoii ; but we do Say that ht the 
tribunal of justice, either Divine or Masonic, your sin is no great- 
er than his. / 

— It does appear strange that such a journal as the * — — can 
exercise any influence it* our fraternity. The most superficial 
reader of it, , if a Freemason, cap understand, that its editor is 
monthly violating the most solemn covenants of the Order in hie 
slanderous attacks upon us. ; How then, can such a man ho 
believed at ail? how allow any weight to what he :»ays? Delibe- 
rately perjuring himself in eyery issue, he has no reason to claim 
attention and respect from the bands of Masons, than the. vilest 
traducer of Masonry in the days of South wick and Allyn. We 
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wonder if ever thinks of the figure he will cut , in the history 
of Freemasonry^ when his filthy slanders shall be examined by 
tfie impartial historian. 

— That venerable “ Master in Israel,” Jonathan Amis of Bridge- 
water, Mass., yrrites us: “ We have a large and respectable lodge 
here, numbering 80 or 90 membersL I attended a meeting recent- 
ly, and counted sixty brethren in the haU at once. Masonry in 
this section is in a flourishing condition.” 


— We have the photograph of Bro. A. H. Doris, of Bordley, 
Ky., a good picture of a good fellow. 

— We do not deny tha^eypu suph a roan as — may publish 

the truth sometimes, but we do say that no person who desires to 
learn the truth would go to — or to his publications to pro- 

cure it Would you? Answer for yourself ; if you desired to 
ascertain the truth concerning any Mason or Masonic opinion, 

would you procure a copy of the with a view to search 

for it? Certainly you would not 


— The whole question, as connected with the Conservators’ 
movement, has resolved itself into this : Shall there be a system 
of Masonry, good and current everywhere, or shall each Grand 
Lodge inculcate a different work ? Our opponents take the latter 
position ; the Conservators take the former. Our opponents con- 
tend that each Grand Lodge> has supreme control over the Land- 


marks; we believe^ on the contrary, that it is not in the power of 
any man, or body of men, ^o make innovations in the body of 
Mapoqry, Our opponents argue that no Mason has a right to 
learn any Masonic Work, save that which is approved by the 
Grand Lodge; we claim that we are free to learn anything we 
please, and when we hivfe acquired what we believe to be the 
genuine work, we have an undoubted right to exeroise our influ- 
ence in the Grand Lodge to have it adopted. We, however, 
>agre«e wither opponents that wewitoft not teach anything in our 
Lodges which is contrary the expressed wiH of the Grand 
Lodge, and this rifle We careftittyobsei<ve. 


(v , ■ ; f f . , I * * ; ; 7 h - . . • 

— Yc^ ask what apalpgy t tliere is between the plan pursued by 
Cons^jv^tors ^nd that which originated with William Pres- 
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ton ? We reply that those who fathered the former endeavored 
to model the whole undertaking upon what is recorded' of the' 
doings of the latter. If in any respect they bailed, it is 1 because 
so much is left by Preston and his cot£mporari£s titoscdd. The 
analogy between the history of Conservatism here arid that of 
the persecutions of Preston in England is yery close, even to their 
origin among Grand Secretaries. One . advantage* Preston had 
in his generation, there was no subsidized, pseudoMasoniG press to 
worry and devour him. Lucky fellow ! > , 

—We are favored with gifts as follows'; 

Bro. A. J. Wheeler, Memphis, Tenn. f Proceedings and Cerfe- 
monials had in memory of Hon; Charles Scott* by the Masonic 
Bodies of Memphis, in a Lodge of Sorrow, June 16, 1861. This 
contains an excellent photograph of the lamented Scott 

M. W. Bro. D. H. Wheeler, Grand Master, Proceedings of 
Grand Lodge of Nebraska, June, "1863. 

We are constrained to admire a seal which we see on an enve.- 
lope of Bro. S. C. Hodgeman’s (Monroe, Mich.). It was the five- 
point star with “ S. C. H.,” in the centre, and the initials, “F. A. 
T. A. L.,” in the points of the star. 

— A Brother, whose position is sufficiently elevated to enable 
him to see what is passing, writes concerning the Conservator 
Movement thus : 

“ The success of the present movement for a World-wide uni- 
formity of work, is not to be measured merely by reference to 
the number of Conservators ; although we now count upon our 
lists nearly 3,000. But the hearts of the Graft at large are with 
ns, and although in some States they are restrained by the action 
of their rulers — whose functions seem to consist rather in stopping 
light than disseminating r7-*-they extend to us everywhere their 
warmest wishes for our success. We see this in a thousand mani- 
festations of their interest ; and the effect of it in Grand Lodges 
is fast developing itself. In those very States where the greatest 
opposition has been aroused, the fire that wUl burn up all innova- 
tions is kindled the most fiercely, and we Lave but to work perse- 
veringly and wait patiently, to receive such a victory as we can 
scarcely measure.” 

— The comparison of Masonry to a blanket admits of a good 
as well as bad reference. It resembles it in this, that as a blanket 
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baa no warmtb of itself, -bat confines and secures the animal 
warmth, rendering it available to resist the cold, so Masonry has 
no saving or moral power of itself. It will not render an evil 
man good any more than a blanket will warm a corpse. But it 
will render the good that is in u man available to use. 

—No, dear friend, do not despair. Oar cause is as holy and 
just as ever. The Saviour of men was as great when pursued by 
the shrieking rabble as when he came into Jerusalem worshiped 
with palm branches. The canse for which we labor is as sacred 
as though every one approved it. Finish your work hopeful that 
a blessing will yet rest upon it To our mind it gains value and 
merit, from the very persecution it is meeting. Finish your Work. 

Finish thy work ; the time is short, 

The sun is in the west. 

The night is eomiag down ; till then 
Think not of rest. ^ 

Yes, 6aish all thy work, then rest; 

Till then, rest never : 

The rest prepared for thee by God 
J» rest for ever. 

/ Finish thy work, then wipe thy brow, 

Ungitd thee from thy toil ; 

Take breath, and from each weary limb 
Shake off the soil. 

Finish thy work, then sit thee down 
On some celestial hill, 

And of its strength-reviving air 
Take thou thy fill. 

Finish thy work, then go in peace, 

Life’s battle fought and won ; 

Hear from the throne the Maker’s voice, 

“ Well done, well done 1” 

Finish thy work, then take thy harp, 

,Give praise to God above ; 

Sing a new song of endless joy 
And heavenly love. 

Give thanks to Him who held thee up 
In all thy path below, 

Who made thee faithful unto d£ath, 

And orowns thee now. 
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— The Corner-stone of the “ Morgan Hospital ” for the educa- 
tion of 100 boys, at Dundee, Scotland, was laid July 30, 1863. 
The Prov. Gr. Master of Forfarshire, the Earl of Dalhousie, 
presided, 500 brethren, representing 20 lodges, taking part in 
the proceedings. 

— There are many instances among the craft in Europe, of 
lodges adopting colors to suit their own taste, so that the epithet, 
“blue lodges,” but imperfectly applies to them. In this country 
there are but few deviations of this kind, from general usage, and 
three of them are found in the city of New York, where Holland 
Lodge, No . 8, spprts the yellow, from its Dutch origin ; Indepen- 
dent Royal Arch, No . 2, the scarlet, from its name ; and St. JohrCe 
Lodge % No. 1, the gold, from its priority in age. 

— The proper expression is, “ Ask and ye shall receive, seek 
and ye shall find, knock and it shall be opened unto you.” But 
you say your Lecturer has told you there is no such expression in 
the Bible as, “ Ask and ye shall receive,” but that the expression 
is, “ Ask and it shall be given, you.” In reply we say your Lec- 
turer neither knows bis Bible nor the use of a Concordance »to 
trace up passages in It In the Gospel of John, 15th Chapter, 
24th verse, you will see the expression exactly as we gave it, viz : 
“Ask and ye shall receive.” Try your Lecturer on that and see 
whether he will charge the “ Conservators ” with altering the 
sacred text! 

A Blood-Stainbd P a bob icxnt. — L ying before us the charter 
of what was once “Haymarket Lodge, No. 67,” since changed 
by the Grand Lodge to “ Centreville Lodge,’’ located at Haymar- 
ket, Prince William Co., Va, It is under the seal of the Grand 
Lodge of Virginia, is signed by A., E, McRae, Grand Master, and 
attested by W. H. Fitzwhylsonn, Grand Secretary, bears date the 
15th Dec., 1802, at the city of Richmond, and is written on heavy 
parchment It was picked up on the recent retreat of Meade’s 
army to the Potomac by a lieutenant of the 60th New York Vol- 
unteers, and sent to Bro. Dr. McDermott, of Wyoming Lodge, 
Westchester county. It is very much stained with blood, no 
doubt that- of its custodian. It will be safely kept by Dr. McDer- 
mott until some person authorized to receive it on behalf of 
Centreville Lodge shall present himself for that purpose. Any 
application for it may be sent to us fbr Bro. McDermott. — N Yl 
Dispatch . 
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— -W e have no better reply to your query, “ Could not these 
things be improved T* than the words of Solomon himself : 

“My Son, forget not my law, apd let thy heart keep ray. com- 
mandments, and remove not the ancient landmarks, which thy 
fathers have set up.” 

— The following though not all of them as they stand, strictly 
Landmarks, are sound usages in the American Lodges : 

Belief in the “ Supreme Being, the Great Architect of the Uni- 
verse,” who will punish vice and reward virtue, is an indispensable 
pre-requisite to admission to Masonry. 

Obedience to Masonic Law and authority, being voluntarily 
assumed, is perpetually binding. 

The rites and ceremonies, including the unwritten work of the 
true system of the Ancient York Rite, are immutable, and no man 
or body of men, have the power to make innovations therein. 

Men made Masons, must be of lawful age, free-born, of good 
report, hale and sound, not deformed or dismembered. 

The ballot for candidates or for membership is strictly and 
inviolably secret. 

Initiation makes a man a Mason ; but he must receive the Blas- 
ter Mason’s Degree, and sign the By-Laws, before he becomes a 
member of any Lodge. 

No appeal to the Lodge can be taken from the decision of -the 
Master, or the Wardens occupying the Chair in his absence. 

Every Mason must be tried by his peers, lienee the Master can 
not be tried by his Lodge. 

No person who has been rejected or refused admission to Ma- 
sonry, shall be initiated by any Lodge within six months after 
such rejection or refusal, nor without the written consent of the 
Lodge in which he was rejected. 

No resident of any town, village, or city, where there is a Lodge 
oan claim a right to be admitted as a visitor more than twice, 
unless he is a member of a subordinate Lodge. 

— The rule of your lodge which you send us is a practical and 
good one,’ and we commend it tp all lodges, viz : 

When a brother is reported siok, it shall be the duty of the W* 
M. and Wardens to wait npon him immediately, and they shal 
render him such aid as his circumstances may require, and it shall 
be the duty of the W. M. to draw his warrant upon the Treas- 
urer, for such a sum as he may deem necessary for the comfort of 
the brother until the next Lodge night ; provided, however, he 
shall not be allowed to draw for an amount exceeding ten dollars. 
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— His article upon “ Conservators” is based, as such Vitupera- 
tive articles usually are, upon oertain expressions divorced from 
their context and interpreted in the least favorable sense of which 
they admit. It is impossible to write anf article that under such 
treatment can not be made a sword, in the hands of an enemy, to 
Wound the writer, But there is no more of the spirit of a Masoh 
in such attacks that there is in the logic with which Satan justi- 
fies his rebellion against the Almighty. And when the historian 
of our Order reviews these things, he will cast them out as utterly 
contemptible and unworthy of preservation. ^ ; 

— The question how far Freemasonry may be styled a system 
of religion, is ably debated by Dr. Oliver in his “ Revelations of 
a Square.” He puts in the mouth of one of his characters (Dr. 
Dodd) the assertion that at the time named in the book (1771)| 
u there Were not a dozen Jewish Masons in England, and at' the 
revival in 1717 there was not one in all the world.” He adds,* 
“ the Jews never practised Masonry themselves or encouraged itjj 
iu others.” Bro. Duckerley i& then described ap expressing his 
concurrence in the sentiments of Dr. Dodd, and says, “ Amongst 
the many hundreds of Christian lodges which are spread over the 
four quarters of the globe, it is very doubtful whether there be a 
single Jewish lodge in existence.” We g^ye these expressions as 
we find them, not vouching for.- their correctness. Should they 
meet the eye of any Jewish brother we should be ! glad to know 
how nearly they come to the truth. 

— -We heartily endorse the sentiments expressed by Bro. TL.S. 
Spofford, Jr., at Newburypqrt,! Mass., recently, respecting the 
admission of ladies to witness qnr Installation Ceremonies, and 
all other Masonic rites which are not properly esoteric. * Bro. 
Spofford says: : . ■ ' * : 

That With which I am especially well pleased to-night, that 
which is most honorable to our Cansistory.and to us all, is the 
fact that on this occasion, when we are ( met to celebrate its inau- 
guration ceremonies, we have not selfishly excluded those who, 
not of us as members of our Brotherhood, which, as you know, 
Illustrious Commander, could not well he, are yet with us ia their 
sympathies and affection — mothers, wiv^s, sisters, sweethearts, 
all; but that we have invited them hither not merely for their 
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own enjoyment, but to contribute of their charms, and graces to 
intensity and to refine our own. He is a recreant Mason and a 
miserable man who does not delight in this. Especially did it 
become us at this time to fling open wide our doors, and to bid 
them come — from where, with contriving heads and. hands, by 
pight and day, so long and well, they have been toiling at thein 
various tasks to alleviate the sufferings and sorrows of cruel vrar; 
come, as it were, in the transfiguring light of their charitable 
deeds, angels of goodness and mercy, from battle-fields, camp and 
hospital, to celebrate with us the festal rites of an order of which 
charity and brotherly love are the corner stones. 

— It not unusual for lodges to express their sympathy for 
their members in domestic afflictions, the loss of property, personal 
sickness, and the like. A lodge recently adopted the following 
which speaks for itself, under this head : 

Whereas, it has pleased the Almighty Ruler of the Universe 
to lay the weighty hand of affliction on the households of our 

worthy -brothers — » — and , by removing from the light 

of their abodes those very dear to their hearts, the partners of 
their joys and sorrows, thereby leaving their homes desolate, and, 
their hearts a barren waste, 

Resolved , That in this dispensation of Divine Providence we 
recognize another admbirition of the ‘universal dominion of Death,* 

and that in the deaths of Mrs. and Mrs. — — we are forcibly 

reminded that “neither the charms of beauty nor the innocence 
of youth can propitiate his purpose.” 

Resolved , That in this, their hour of deep sorrow, we, the 
members of — . — Lodge, • ■■■».■ » -, sincerely sympathize with our 

bereaved brothers Timothy and James — — , and affection* 

ately direct them to Him, for consolation, who “ doeth all things 
well,” and who “ chasteneth those whom He lovetb.” 

—A public Installation of the brethren at Kingston Mines, 
Illinois, was had on Christmas Day last, with an address from 
Bro. Chapin, and & banquet The lodge there is prospering. 

— It is the African traveler, Livingston, who says: “ the account 
of the emotions felt as my discovery might subject me to the charge 
of enthusiasm, a charge which I wished I deserved, as nothing 
good or great had ever been accomplished in the world without 
it” 

—We find iq the 44 Song Messenger” of Nov., 1863, our song, 
44 Leaning towards each other,” set to appropriate music by Geo. 
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F. Hoot The periodical alluded to is published at Chicago, Illi- 
nois, monthly, atj60 cts. per annum. Each issue contains from 
four to six good pieces of music, besides much musical reading* 
amusing and instructive* Messrs. Root & Cady likewise publish 
our Level and Square, set to a fine melody, by Mr. Cady. 

— W e have received from Bro. B* B. French, Washington, D* 
C., copies of his eulogy on Y. P. Page, Grand Master of D. C., 
deceased. Tins eulogy was pronounced at Washington, D. C., 
Oct. 31, 1863. It Contains many passages of extreme beauty, 
some of which we have extracted for the pleasure of our readers. 

— The emblem of a mason plumbing a wall, with a bucket full 
of mortar and trowel sticking in it, may be found on the $2 note 
of “ The Adrian Insurance Company,” at Adrian, Michigan. We 
arc surprised it is not more frequently used. 

— The old term, “oblong square,” has by no means passed into 
disuse^ Livingston, in his travels and researches in South Africa, 
page 82, uses it. lie says, of the pitfalls, “ the mouth is an oblong 
square.” 

— The sale of the Miniature Monitor has been rapid beyond 
all precedent in that line of publications.^ And what is better, 
every purchaser is satisfied with it It has all that is wanted in a 
Blue-lodge Monitor, including the Installation Service and Funeral 
Service. The type is large enough to be read even by the light 
of the poor “mutton tallow” candles so often found in country 
lodge rooms. The book is not too large for the pocket, in which 
respect it is perfectly adapted to burial services, etc. The price 
withal, is but 60 cents, which brings it within every brother’s 
“ cable tow” of financial ability. If any member of your lodge 
has not seen it, show him one, and there is another copy sold. 

— The only book of Masonic Music now published in this coun- 
try that possesses any intrinsic value, is Bro. Geo. W. Chase’s 
•“Masonic Harp,” for which address Macoy & Sickels, 430 Broome 
8t., New York. By the way, that firm has issued a full and com- 
prehensive catalogue of their productions, which they will forward 
by mail to all enquirers. 
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— The funeral of Brother the King Karamehameha IY, of the 
Sandwich Islands, took place according to the Masonic forms, 
Feb. 3d last. The deceased monarch was a true and generous 
Mason, and will long be remembered by the fraternity in his own 
jurisdiction. 

“Those who wish rartsic arranged in the most approved, style 
will do well to write to Brother Professor Henry Tucker, care of 
William A. Pond & Co., New York. Bro. Tucker is author of 
many popular songs, among which “When this cruel war is over, 
is known to every one. He is our personal friend, and we shall 
be glad that our friends befriend him. 

— Those who desire a good Boston paper, weekly, can not find 
anything so good in all respects as the Sunday Herald . Besides 
many other attractions it has a good Masonic department Send 
for a copy and you will say so. 

— W e have to thank the following brethren for permission to 
add their photographs to our collection: Bros. Maj. Gen. W. S. 
Sutton, of Mass., and James R. Eaton, N. Y. 

— A great many documents reach us from anonymous sources. 
Will the donors kindly place their names on the fly-leaf so that 
we can identify them. 

— The brethren at Toledo, Ohio, have got up an elegant and* 
appropriate annual Register of. the meetings of all the Masonic 
bodies in that thriving city. 

— The death of an old friend and brother, Judge H. W. Moul- 
der, of Mississippi County, Missouri, causes up a severe shock. * 
He was murdered by guerillas at his own generous hearth-stone. 
Peace to his memory. Our sympathy is with the kind sister who 
survives him. 

— Eight reasons may be offered — perhaps more — for the defer- 
ence paid to Scripture by conscientious Masons, viz: 1. Masonic 
traditions are based upon it. 2. Our profession of trust in God 
is based upon it. 3. Our means of recognition are of it 4. Our 
prayers are of it 5. It is our first Great Light 6. It is the centre 
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of our gatherings and our circuits, 7. It is the most prominent 
object in our public displays. 8 . It is the covenanted guide of 
our Master of the Lodge. 

— We thoroughly endorse the following views from the Sunday 
Dispatch. They harmonize with every expression of advice we 
have given since the war broke out : 

U. S. Navy Yard, Pensacola, Fla., Dec. 10 , 1863. 

R. W. Bro. R. Di Holmes, New York : — Can you Inform me 4 
if there is any way (legitimate, of course,) by which a Masonic 
lodge can be opened for work in this place, the charter of the old 
lodge being in the hands of the Grand Lodge at Tallahassee, and, 
of course, out of our lines. Some say it can be done by a dispen- 
sation from the nearest State ; others, that such a lodge would be 
ignored by the Grand Lodge on the settlement of the present 
difficulty. Please give this some attention, and address m. 

Apply to those States that grant dispensations for Military 
lodges, viz: Indiana, Illinois, and perhaps others, and open one 
for temporary purposes, or until the war is over. This is the only 
way, at present, that the matter can properly be accomplished. 
It is bad policy just now, to open permanent lodges in those por- 
tions of the seceded States held simply by military authority; 
even if it could be done. As Masons, we should do everything 
conciliatory, but nothing would exasperate our Florida brethren, 
fbr instance, so effectually as to ignore the existence of the Grand 
Lodge of that State, especially as we learn that that body has 
lately issued a circular to its subordinates directing them to extend 
Masonic aid and courtesy to Union prisoners. 

Honorarium to Bro. M- Furnell, Ireland. — In the London 
Freemason d Magazine of Dec. 12 , is an interesting account of 
the presentation of an honorarium by the brethren of Limerick, 
Ireland, to R. W. Bro. M. Furnell, favorably known in this coun- 
try., arid for twenty years Master of Eden Lodge at that place. 
The address and reply are given. In the reply the aged and 
infirm Father thus admonishes his old friends : “ Never cease to 
persevere in your benign profession. Let your temple be ever 
famed for your enduring good will and reciprocal attachment, 
fidelity and support, but never for one moment desecrated by schism 
and contention.” 

Bro. Furnell then presented a beautiful maul of solid silver, 
with which, as he said, lie “ had governed lEden Lodge for twen- 
ty years with love and regard truly reciprocal.” - 
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DEATHS. 

The Death op Brother Salem Town.— -The death of this 
venerable Father in Masonry, sunders another of the ties connect, 
ing the present generation with the last Brother Town had been 
more than sixty years a Freemason ! In our next we 'Will give a 
more elaborate article “ In Memoriam ” of one whose name will 
be honored in the Masonic Order so long as its ceremonies shall 
inspire, and its emblems teach virtue to men. 

Floyd. — Bro. Abner Floyd, of Annapolis, Ind., died March 5, 
1863. 

Haddock. — Bro. Tavner Haddock, of CarroUton } Illinois, died 
recently. 

Douglas. — Bro. Rob Douglas, of Duck Creek, Ind., died May 
24, 1863. A very large concourse of the Brethren and mourning 
friends accompanied his remains to the tomb. 

Trow. — Bro. Bartholomew Trow, of Bridgewater, Mass^ died 
Feb., 1863, aged 82 years. He had been a member of the Lodge 
at that place for more than 50 years. 

Drake. — Bro. Simon T. Drake, of Rising Star Lodge, Stough- 
ton, Mass., died March 1, 1863, aged 63 years. 

Wilcox. — Bro. Alonzo S. Wiloox, of Cedar Lodge, No. 160, 
Indiana, died April, 1863, aged 49 years. We learn from Bro. J. 
C. Yoyles that his end was peace. He was buried by his Breth- 
ren in the presence of a crowd of spectators. 

Grossman. — B ro. Oscar J. Crossman, of Worth Lodge, No* 210, 
Ntw York, died April, 1863. 

Dowdell. — Bro. Wm. B. Dowdell, of Excelsior Lodge, No. 
195, N. Y., died June, 1863. 

Dates. — Bro. Wm H. Dates, of Carltersville, Cal., was ruth- 
lessly murdered by an Indian, in his mountain home, Jau., 1863. 
The Brethren gave to his mangled remains the last honors of Ma- 
sonry. The murderer, after a three weeks’ chase, and savage 
resistance, met his just fate. 
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Holdridge. — Bro. Geo. W. Holdridge, M. D., of Dixon, Ills*, 
died May 14, 1863. An energetic and useful Mason, loved the 
Order, and was ever r$ady to build up $51 d strengthen, its walls. 
His friend, Bro. James A. Hawley, says of him : “He was one 
of the pillars of our Lodge, and was, respected and loved by all 
who knew him. E[e was a constant attendant upon our meetings." 

Rowley.-— Bro. Austin A. Rowley, of Charter Oak Lodge, No. 
249, N. Y., died June 9, 180a. . 

Parrott. — Bro. G. W. Parrott, of Danceyville, Tenn., died 
Nov. 10, 1861. 

ROCKTON LODGE, No. 74, A F. & A. It, ) ' 
Rocktok, Feb. 26lh, A. L. y 6864.' ) 

At an adjourned meeting of said Lodge, held on the day and 
at the place above stated, Brethren Marson, Manning and Whit- 
ney, the Committee appointed at a special meeting held on the 
24th day of February, inst., reported the following preamble and 
resolutions which, on motion, was unanimously adopted, to-wit 
Whereas , this Lodge has received intelligence of the death of 
Bro. H. W. Richardson, who departed this life on the 20 th day of 
February, inst’., thereby sundering the earthly tie that bound us 
together, man to man and brother to brother, , 

Therefore, as an expression of our regard for our departed 
Brother, and in token of our regret for his loss to us, both as a 
man and a Mason, Resolved, That in the death of Brother Rich- 
ardson the community has lost an active and faithful business man, 
his large circle of friends an intelligent and geniab companion; 
v his young wife a devoted husband, his aged mother a noble heart- 
ed and generous son, and the- Masonic fraternity a true Mason. . 

Resolved , That the members of this Lodge . do tender to the 
widow and other relatives of our deceased brother, their heart- 
felt sympathies in their bereavement. 

Resolved , That as a testimony of our esteem and regard for the 
memory of our Brother, the members of this Lodge will wear tho 
usual badge of mourning for the space of thirty days. 

Resolved , That the foregoing preamble and resolutions be signed 
by the proper officers ana recorded \ and that copies thereof be 
transmitted to the widow and mother of the deceased, and tbat 
the Secretary, of this Lodge forward copies of the same to the 
Beloit Journal, Chicago Daily Tribune, and the Voice OF Ma- 
sonry, for publication. W. R WELD, 

Attest,*' G. 8. Loomis, Sec'y, . *v f . ? W* M. 
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! Standard Notices. ' 


The various bhahgSs in editors and publishers, daring the past year, require 
that we should make the following standard notice, viz : 

. All corfespomdencoaf the Yoke of Masonry, whether editorial or other- 
wise, and all orders for the Miniature Monitor must be addressed to Bro. J. C. 
yi. Bailey, 1?8 and 180 Clark St., Chicago ? Illinois. This will be invariable. 
jBro. Bailey Will forward to bro. Rob Morris,* wherever he may be, Wuch of 
the correspondence as is strictly editorial. 

*No further copies o t the HMard Observance can be fhrnished. Those who 
wish for the Easter* Aar Manual may. write to Bro. Rob Morris, at New York 
City. '• ■ , 

Vasok^o Law akd Usage. — We will continue to reply to questions upon 
these subjects. But our correspondents must enclose postage stamps to cover 
expenses of, postage end stationery. We can net any longer endure the bur- 
den of furnishing both time and money without return. A few stamps from 
each Correspondent will not be felt by them, but will make to u3 a difference 
of many hundred dollars a year. 

r Ikcubasb oub jSuBscEiPTiON Lxsts. — Every reader of the Voice is an au- 
thorized agent for it, and we look to such to enlarge our circulation. If each 
.of our present patrons would secure only one more subscriber , the gain to us 
would be immense. Brefthren ; remember the needs of the hard-pressed 
publisher, and give him the aid ef your purse and influence. 

, Advertisements.— We solicit advertisements for our Business Sheet. Our 
circulation is unequalled by any other Masonic journal; we reach the best 
Masons, in every Lodge ; our terms are as low as any, and wei* solicit adver- 
tising patronage accordingly. 

' UirrrottWiTY of RiVUAls.- — The work of general and thorough Uniformity 
tn Rituals is advancing day by day with ah irresistible momentum. Vain are 
Renunciations ; vain the tferrents bf abuse and calumny. The most coiisider- 
ftte, the most conservative members of the fraternity, men who never united 
in a ‘Masonic effort tefore,' are hniting in this, while the misses of the breth^ 
reh are resolved to have nothing less than general and thorough uniformity # 
Vfv invite the correspondence of all who revere the ancient landmarks. 

Copies of Proceedings, Addresses, By-laws, are solicited, as here- 

tofore. * Address them to care of Bro. Bbiley, as above, tJive us early no- 
tices of deaths, casualties, celebrations, festivals, &c., &c. The office of Bro. 
Rob Morris has been permanently established at New York. 
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Vol. II.] MABCH, 1884. [Ho. 3. 


The Pillars of the Porch, 

So much use is made of the Pillars of the Porch in the sym- 
bolisms of the Fellow Crafts’ clique that every Mason is interested 
in a -clearer understanding of their appearance, dimensions and 
purpose, than has been given by any of the Masonic writers* We 
are altogether dissatisfied with the views of Oliver and Maekay 
under this head. We think they have to some extent mistaken 
the purposes, consequently the appearance of those striking objeetsr 
as the following remarks will show. 

And first let us enquire where were the pillars placed f 

In 1st Kings, 6th chapter, we find this : 

The porch before the temple of the house, twenty cubits was 
the length thereof according to the breadth of the house, and ten 
■cubits was the breadth (depth ?) thereof before the house. 

Giving this in round numbers, estimating the cubit at 18 indies* 
the porch was 15 feet by 30 in dimensions. But the height is 
overlooked by the writer of the book of Kings, for in 2d Chron- 
icles, 3d chapter, the measurements read thus : 

The porch that was in the front of the bouse, the length ei it 
was according to the breadth of the house, twenty cubits, (the 
books agree in this,) and the height was an hundred and twenty. 

Here, then, are the true measurements of the porch : breadth m 
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corresponding with the front of the house itself, 30 feet,* depths 15 
feet, height , 180 feet. The whole was overlaid within with pure 
gold. As the porch is known to have been on the east side of the 
temple, upon the declivity of the deep valley of Kedron, separat- 
ing Mount Moriah from the Mount of Ol^yes, it is easy to conceive 
what a commanding view must have been had from its top, look- 
ing westward over the Mediterranean Sea, northward to Herman 
and Lebanon, southward ov^r Bethlehem, Judah, to the great 
deserts, eastward across the valley of Jordan to the mountains of 
Moab. This lofty tower, for $uph in reality was this “ Porch,’ 7 
formed also the most conspicuous object in approaching Jerus- 
alem from any direction. Altogether it was the attractive portion 
of King Solomon’s temple, and the Pillars which were set up be- 
fore it must have been worthy of their lofty and commanding 
neighbor. Let us see now, how the sacred historian describes 
them : 

Two pillars of brass of eighteen cubits high apiece ; and a line 
of twelve cubits did compass either of them about. And he set 
up the pillars in the Porch of the Temple ; and he set up the right 
pillar and he called the name thereof Jachin / and he set up the 
left pillar and called the name thereof Boaz.—l Kings, 7th chap m 

The writer of the Book of Jeremiah, 5 2d chapter, seems to 
confirm these measurements, for he says : 

The height* of one pillar was eighteen cubits, and a fillet of 
twelve cubits'did compass it ; and the thickness thereof was four 
fingers; it was hollow. * * The second pillar also was like ufito 
this. 

But now, let us apply ourselves again to the other authority,, 
the Book of Chronicles, 3d chapter : 

He made before the house two pillars of thirty and five cubits 
high * * * and he reared up the pillars before the temple, one- 
on the right hand and the other on the left; and called the name 
of that on the right hand Jachin, and the name of that on the left 
Boaz. 

Here is a discrepancy indeed ! One gives a height of 2 7 feet y 
the other of 51 feet! Which is correct? We contend the latter 
and for the following reasons : ' 

let. Architectural proportion demands it. The circumference 
being 12 cubits, of 18 feet, we know that the diameter was 6 feet. 
Now give to any artist, even the commonest carpenter or turner,.. 
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a diameter of six, and ask him what is the least dimension in 
height that would satisfy the eye, in a column in front of an edi- 
fice, or as a pillar standing by itself. The reply would not \be less 
than forty-two , and ranging from that number to sixty. But 
according to the “ 18 cubits height” theory, the height was 27 
feet and the diameter 6 feet, that is, it was nearly one-fourth as 
thick as it was high ! Can any one credit such a monstrous anom- 
aly in architecture ? It is in vain that reference is had to the 
Egyptian models of the age: The builders of the temple were 
Phenicians, not Egyptians, and the long ranges of columns still 
standing in “ Tadmor of the Wilderness,” built by the same men, 
by command of King Solomon, are all proportioned as we have 
suggested above, viz., the height is to the diameter as 8, 10, or 

even 12. 

The Egyptian theory fails in another light : the columns at the 
entrance of temples in Egypt, are not the squabby figures Dr. 
Mackay describes, but tall obelisks , splendidly proportioned, and 
gratifying to the eye. The figures of Jachin arid Boaz, drawn to 
illustrate the “ 4 by 18 cubits ” theory, resemble nothing so much 
as toad-stools, whose thickness is one-fourth their height ! 

2d. Their position demands it They stood on the east side T 
“ before the Porcl^” a tower of 180 feet in height, upon the edge 
of a declivity, and it was necessary that there should be some just 
proportion between the Pillars and the Porch. A height of 51 
feet — the chapiters being added would give a height of about 60 
feet — would afford that proportion, viz., one-half the height of the 
tower. Pillars of such dimensions would be worthy of their place 
and when adorned with the profuse symbolisms to which both the 
sacred historians allude, would afford objects gratifying to the eye 
and the mind. 

3d. The text demands it There are two references, and We 
may choose which best gratifies the scientific taste. King Solo 
mon’s exquisite perception of natural beauty, is evidenced in all 
his writings, and it does violence to his character to suppose he 
would make objects so conspicuous as those Pillars, so important 
both in the historical and masonic sense, without considering the 
pleasure which a just proportion would give to the eye of the 
beholder. In studying sacred Writ, discrepancies are harmon- 
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ized by referring to the scope of the subject, and we have the 
right in the present instance to bring in the well-known laws of 
proportion to settle a long-mooted qusetion. 


Dimit versus Demit. 

Various attempts have been made, mostly under the auspices of 
Brother Mackay, to modernize the spelling of such old Masonic 
words as “ tyler,” “ demit,” and the like, but with indifferent suc- 
cess. The disposition to retain old expressions in antiquated forms 
is as Masonic as any other. The authorities for the use of the 
word “demit,” are not, however, all ancient. Carlyle, the histor- 
ian whose knowledge of the English tongue is equal to the best, 
tsays in his latest work, (Frederick the Great, vol. 3, p. 587) : 

u Pollnitz persisting formally demanding leave to demit and 
Say down, etc., etc.,” using the identical spelling so frequently found 
in Masonic documents. We shall continue to use it until we have 
more conclusive reasons for the change. 

To prove that this use of the word is not accidental with Car- 
lyle, we quote from the same volume, page 21, the following 
passage : “ Formey, a facile and learned but rather vapid gentle- 
man, demitted or was dismissed, etc.” 


Proxy. 

1. No officer can be installed by proxy. 

2. A member of Grand Lodge may be represented lpy proxy. 

3. No candidate can be initiated by proxy. 

4. A petition for degrees or membership can not be signed by 
proxy. 

5. A member of a Committee can not report by proxy. 

6. A member of the lodge dan not vote by proxy. 

7. No obligation or covenant in Masonry can be taken by proxy. 

8. A member filling the place of an officer, pro tern ., by appoint- 
ment of the Master, is not a proxy, but for the time being, the 
acting officer. 
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Masonic Events that Occurred in March. 


BIRTHS OF BEESONS WHO BECAME DISTINGUISHED MASONS. 

1769, 2d — DeWitt Clinton. 

1774, 4th — Joseph H. Daviess. 

1779, 5th — Salem Town. 

1767, 15th — Andrew Jackson. 

1788, 19th — N. G. Chesebro. 

1797, 21st — Daniel Balch. 

1797, 28th — Moses Paul 
1793, 2d — Samuel Houston. 

1809, 9th — Edmund P. Hunter. 

1812, 9th — Moses Dodge. 

INITIATIONS OF MASONS AFTERWARDS DISTINGUISHED. 

1848, 1st — Finlay M. King. 

1786, 9th — Duke of Clarence. 

1787, 9th— William IV. 

1846, 5th — Rob Morris. 

1838, 14th— T. S. Parvin. 

1832, 12th — Duke of Newcastle. 

1848, 29th — Thomas R. Austin. 

1849, 12th — Theodore Edward Ladd. 

DEATHS OF DISTINGUISHED MASONS. 

1852, 9th — Thomas M. Vinson. 

1841, 10th — Earl Rothan, Grand Master Scotland. 

1318, 11th — Jacques de Molay (burnt). 

1857, 16th — Samuel Zimmerman. 

1822, 17th — Israel Israel 
1849, 17th — King of Holland. 

1854, 26th — Samuel Harrington. 

1842, 28th — John Davenport. 

1859, 14th — Alonzo Andrews. 

1820, 3d — Josiah Bartlett. 

1843, 21st — Duke of Sussex. 
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Masonic Events that Occurred in March . 


CORNER STONES PLANTED. 

1840, 3d — St. Thomas’ Church, Lancaster, England. 

1825, 21st — Monument to Greene and Pulaski at Savannah, Ga. 
1858, 23d — Library Buildings at Cape Good Hope. 

1721, 29th — St. Martin’s Church, London, England. 

1825, 9th — Monument to DeKalb at Camden, S. C. 

1828, 23d — Mariners’ Church, New Orleans, La. 

1830, 29th — Associate Methodist Church, Alexandria, Ya. 

EDIFICES, &C., MASONICALLY DEDICATED. 

1857,26th — Masonic Cemetery, Lodgeton,' Ivy. 

CASUALTIES. 

1855, 5th — Masonic Hall, Altoona, Pa., burnt. 

1855, 8th — Masonic Hall, Weston, Mo., burnt. 

1819, 9th — Masonic Hall, Philadelphia, Pa., burnt. 

i860, 24th — Office of Indiana Freemason, Ft. Wayne, Ind., burnt. 

MASONIC GRAND BODIES ORGANIZED. 

17^*2, 7th — Provincial Grand Lodge of Upper Canada. 

1777, 8th — Grand Lodge of Massachusetts. 

1854, 10th — Grand Council of Illinois, (Cryptic.) 

1798, 13th — Grand Chapter of Rhode Island. 

1798, 14th — Grand Chapter of New York. 

1856, 17th — Grand Lodge of Kansas. 

1787, 24th — Grand Lodge of South Carolina. 

1848, 9th — Grand Chapter of Michigan. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

1770, 2d — Tyrian Lodge at Boston, Mass., established. 

1790, 2d — Lodge of Antiquity at London, England, reinstated. 
1753, 3d — George Washington passed a Fellow Craft. 

1844, 6th — Earl of Zetland installed Grand Master of England- 
1842, 7th — National Masonic Convention at Washington, D. C. 
1822, 9th — Masonic Convention at Washington, D. C. 

1312, 22d — Order of Knights Templar abolished. 

1722, 25tli — The Ancient Charges ordered to be printed. 

1842, 28th — Honorarium to Michel Furnell, Limerick, Ireland. 
1772, 31st — Joseph Warren made Provincial Grand Master of 

North America. 

1860, 26th — National Masonic Convention at Louisville, Ky. 

1860, 30th— Sorrow Lodge for Quitman at Washington, P. C. 
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'Funeral Honors. 

Were we to publish a tithe of the absurd and unmasonic inven- 
tions in use ill different lodges in this country, which are described 
to us by correspondents, we should have to double Our pages and 
use smaller type. An intelligent brother writes thus : 

In the funeral services practiced in this section of the country, 
there is a ceremony of this sort : the brethren form a circle about 
the grave, each crosses his arms upon his breast and takes handa 
with those on his right and left. All raise their hands together aa 
high as they can, bring them down again and bow towards the* 
grave. This is all repeated three times. Now, will you inform^ 
me at what part of the exercises this should be introduced ? 

We answer, at no part. It is spurious. Itis an incorrect method, 
of giving the Public Grand Honors. The proper mode is explain- 
ed in the Miniature Monitor, taken from Mackay’s Lexicon,. 
Where Mackay got it we do not know, but while at our dwelling* 
in June, 1656, he assured us that it was the ancient form and we 
adopt it accordingly. 


A Little Tour. — We have some “green spots” in our Sahara 
and visited several of them lately. One was at Seymour, Inch, 
where we met a dozen capital good fellows on the evening of Feb. 
29, and talked to them for an hour. There is a good set of fellows 
at S. 

At Cleveland we saw Bros. Thatcher, Creighton, Ross, Stager, 
and a few others and heard good reports of the rest. 

At Buffalo we visited Hugh dePayens Commandery, which has 
for its head, Sir Kt. R. N. Brown, and for its body two score of 
such. Their work is uncommonly exact and satisfies the most 
rigid scrutiny. 

At Rochester, the ususustl story. No place anywhere is more 
truly Masonic than Rochester. We saw the Red Cross conferred 
on three, and dreamed pleasant dreams about it for three nights* 
running. It was good. 

At Syracuse we spent Sunday and spent it well. 
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Crescent Lodge, No* 402, N, Y. 

We. insert the following lines by special request of the Lodges 
Bro. Morris piece was given in our February issue, to which this 
was a reply, composed and read by Bro. Wm. R. Merriam, Juir~ 
ior Warden of that excellent Lodge:— 

Faithful, working, earnest brother, 

Thou art growing too ’tis seen ; 

Growing in the deep affection 

Of the Craft where’er thou’st been; 

While the Moon its horns shall till, 

Growing in affection still! 

Thou art growing too in wisdom, 

Wisdom needful to contrive ; 

Drawing Strength from yonder volume — 

Thoughts of Beauty, which will live 
tfhile the Moon its horns Khali fill; 

Growing be thy wisdom still! 

Thou art growing too in honor ! 

Re*l honor — moral worth ; 

Honor that long survive thee 

When thy foes have passed from earth! 

While the Moon its horns shall fill, 

Growing be thine honor still ! 

Thou art growing too in goodness ! 

Often tried by faithful men ; 

Still undaunted — pressing onward — 

. Ready to be tried again! 

While the Moon its horns shall fill, 

Growing be thy goodness still ! 

Faithful, working, earnest brother, 

Labor on in works of love, 

Till when all thy toils are over, 

Rest thee in the Lodge above ! 

When the Moon shall cease to be — 

Growing through Eternity ! 


Masonic Literature in Scotland. — The (Edinburgh) Masonicr 
Magazine has now entered on its second year and bids fair to see- 
many more. The old prejudice against the employment of the- 
press in matters Masonic is gradually being uprooted. 

Murray Lyon 
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The Cosmopolitan Masonic Library Association. 

The stockholders and friends of the Masonic Library, formerly 
owned by Bro. Morris, will be gratified to learn, that agreeably 
to the terms of the deed of trust, the Directors have organized 
the Association, adopted a Constitution, elected officers, and set 
the wheels in motion. Suitable rooms will soon be fitted up, and 
these treasures of knowledge displayed for the benefit of all who 
are interested. 

This fact should be an additional inducement, if any were 
needed, for all Masons, both - in individual and lodge capacity, to 
take an interest in this matter. It is the first time the Craft in 
New York ever had a chance to say, “We now possess a Masonic 
library, the largest in the world !” 

The following is the Constitution adopted at the organized 
meeting : — * 

CONSTITUTION OF THE COSMOPOLITAN MASONIC LIBRARY ASSO- * 
CIATION, ESTABLISHED MARCH 22d, 1864. 

Preamble. — The great Fraternity, universal and unchangeable, 
known under the title of Freemasonry , originating in the most 
remote antiquity, possesses a History of its own. Governed by 
laws fixed and immutable* its votaries submit to a Jurisprudence, , 
peculiar to themselves. Bound together in covenant ties, for pur- 
poses of social pleasures, relief, and all the deeds of philanthropy, 
the story of their actions constitute Belles lettres strictly Masonic. 

Gathering up the scattered works of this great Fraternity, it is 
found that the History, Jurisprudence and Belles lettres of Free- 
masonry form a Literature of its own, vast in extent, important 
in its relations to human culture, and eminently worthy of being 
treasured up with care among those monuments of human intelli- 
gence and learning most dearly prized by men. 

The calamities which led to the sale of the extensive Masonic 
collections of Dr. Morris, afibrd the Fraternity at large an oppor- 
tunity at the present time, of laying the foundation of a complete 
Masonic Library, Reading-room and Cabinet in the city of New 
York. Taking the volumes (one thousand in number), and the 
vast state of miscellaneous Masonic matter, from his hands, as the 
basis, the Cosmopolitan Masonic Literary Association is now 
organized for the purpose of collecting, preserving, and exhibiting 
Masonic books, charts, engravings, paintings, models, relics, seals, 
and whatever else in metal, wood, or stone, may serve to throw 
light upon Freemasonry as a science or an art. Likewise to estab- 
lish a Reading-room, organize a system of instruction by Lectures, 
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upon all topics illustrative of Masonic Science, and to originate 
such other means of mutual improvements in Masonry, as from 
time to time may be found advantageous. 

For these purposes the following has been adopted as the 

CONSTITUTION. 

ARTICLE I. 

Of Members. 

Sec. 1. This Association shall be known by the name of “ The 
Cosmopolitan Masonic Literary Association, located in the city 
of New York. 

Sec. 2. This Association shall be composed of two classes of 
members, viz : Aetive and Honorary. 

Of Active Members. 

Sec. 3. Every Mason in good standing may become an Active 
member of the Association, if approved by the Executive Com- 
mittee, on paying an initiation fee of one dollar, and such future 
dues as may be agreed upon by vote of the members of the Asso- 
ciation^ their annual meeting in June, 1865. 

The Executive Committee shall h^ve power to specify the terms 
upon which the entire membership of any lodge may be entitled 
to the privileges of active membership. 

Active members alone shall be entitled to vote and hold office. 

Of Honorary Members r 

Sec. 4. Masons of distinction may be elected honorary mem- 
bers by the Executive Committee, wfyo shall be entitled to all the 
privileges of membership, except, the right to vote and hold 
office. 

Sec. 5. There shall be an annual meeting of member* of the 
Association on the second Tuesday in June, beginning in 1865, 
for the purpose of receiving the reports of the Treasurer, the Ex- 
ecutive, art d other committees* for the election of officers, and for 
the transaction of such other business as may be presented. 

Sec. 6. The President, at the request of the Executive Commit- 
tee, or at the written request of one hundred members, stating the 
reason therefor, shall call a meeting of the members for the tran- 
saction of special business ; two weeks’ notice thereof having: 
been given. . t 

ARTICLE -it. 

Of Officers. 

Sec. \. The officers of the Association shall be a President* 
Yice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and eleven directors (or 
trustees) to be elected annually; the President by separate ballot, 
the other officers by general ticket. The number of five members, 
shall constitute a quorum of these for the transaction of business* 


Digitized by LiOOQle 



Tlhe Cosmopolitan Masonic Library Association . 107 


Sec. 2. The President shall preside at all the meetings of the 
Association, preserve order therein, and in case of ^n equal divi- 
sion of the members on any question shall give the casting vote. 

Sec. 3. The President of the Association shall be ex-officio Pres- 
ident of the Executive Committee, in which capacity he shall give 
only a casting vote. 

Sec. 4. The Vice President in the absence of the President, 
shall perform all the duties of that officer. 

Sec. 5. The Secretary shalf conduct the correspondence of the 
Association under the superintendence of the Executive Commit- 
tee, and keep an -accurate record of the transactions of the Asso- 
ciation and of the Executive Committee. *; 

Sec. 6 . The Treasurer shall receive all dues and donations of 
money, pay all drafts on time when signed by the Secretary and 
countersigned by the Presid ent, and keep a regular account of the 
financial concerns of the Association, an abstract of which (accom- 
panied by satisfactory vouchers) he shall exhibit at each annual 
meeting. 

Sec. 7. The President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, 
and one Director shall constitute the Executive Committee, with 
full power to appropriate funds, enact bylaws, and conduct the 
affairs of the Association. This Committee shall meet at least i 
once in each month for the transaction of business ; and at the 
annual meeting report its proceedings for thalast year, and the 
state of the Association. 

Sec. 8. In case of flagrant official or personal misconduct, Jhe 
Board of Directors shall have power by a vote of three-fourths of 
its number to expel a member of the Board-~two weeks’ notice 
of the charges against him having been previously rendered in 
writing to the Secretary ; and in case of the flagrant misconduct 
of any member of the Association, the Board of Directors shall 
have the power of suspending said member by a vote of three- 
fourths of its number — two weeks’ notice of the charges having 
been given him by the Secretary^ in writing, and the privilege of 
appeal being reserved to him at the succeeding annual meeting 
for its decision thereon as toJais naatoration or expulsion. 

Sec. 9. In case any vacancies shall occur in the Executive 
Committee, the Board shall have power to fill kuoh vacancies. 

S$c, 10. There shall be jpi election lor officers of this Associa- 
tion, on the second Tuesday in June annually, commencing m 
1865. 

Sec. 11. Four weeks previous to each election for officers of the 
Association, the Executive Committee shall give public notice 
thereof, and shaU also appoint inspectors to superintend said 
election. 

Sec. 1 2 . The Executive Committee shall enter upon the perform- 
ance of its duty on the day of their election. 
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ARTICLE III. 

Of the Library, Reading-Room and Cabinet. 

Sec. 1. The Executive Committee shall have power to make all 
necessary provisions and regulations for the preservation, increase, 
management and direction of the Library, Reading-room and 
Cabinet. 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the Executive Committee to 
appoint a Librarian, prescribe his#duties, and superintend their 
execution. 

Sec. 3. A committee shall b^ appointed by .the President, to 
examine the financial affairs, the books, and otner property of the 
Association, and report thereon at least one month previous to the 
annual meeting. 

Sec. 4. There shall be no alteration in the Constitution except 
the same shall have been proposed to the Executive Committee* 
at least one month previous to an annual meeting, and then approved 
by two-thirds of the members of the Association present at such 
meeting. 

The officers elect for 1864-^5 are as follows : — 

President — John W. Simons. 

Vice President — John A. Nichole. 

Secretary- — Daniel Sickles. 

Treasurer — Edward Roehr. 

Directors — (Alph abetically arranged) . 

lliram Bassett, Maysville, Ky.; James H. Bunting, New York > 
John B. Fravel, La Porte, Ini ; J. M. Fuller, Brooklyn, N. Y. > 
Edward A. Guilbert, Dubuque, Iowa ; Robert D. Holmes, N. Y. i 
Robert Macoy, Williamsburgh, N. Y. ; Royal G. Millard, N. Y. ; 
John A. Nichols, Brooklyn, N. Y. ; John S. Perry, Troy, N. Y. ; 
James N. Piper, N. Y. ; Edward Roehr, Williamsburgh, N. Y. ; 
John Sheville, Hudson City, N. J. ; Daniel Sickles, New York ; 
John W. Simons, Williamsburgh* N. Y. 


The Cardinal Virtues. — £% would be an interesting subject of 
research to our antiquaries to discover the first use of the terra, 
Cardinal Virtues,” as applied to Temperance, Fortitude, Pru- 
dence, and Justice. Lord Coke, in the conclusion of his celebra- 
ted work upon Law, uses them in this forcible connection : “We 
wish unto you the gladsome light of jurisprudence, the loveliness 
of temperance, the stability of fortitude, and the solidity of 
justice.” 
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Freemasonry Peerless. 

From a very eloquent and learned address, delivered June 24, 
1863, by Hon. B. Parke, LL. D., of Parkedale, Pa., we extract 
the following specimen passage : 

And now Brethren, having briefly considered the life and char- 
acter of a* holy man and eminent patron of our Order, may we 
not, with profit to ourselves, and perhaps gratification to those* 
present, who have neyer visited the inner sanctuary of our myste- 
ries, turn our attention to the Institution itself, and, for a few 
moments, glan#e at its history, character, and present standings 
In all these respects, I venture here to assert, it well considered,, 
it stands peerless — the greatest moral wonder of the world ! It is 
the oldest and yet most vigorous system or institution in existence. 
Commencing prior to all written history or tradition, outside of 
itself ; passing — like the light, its expressive symbol — noiselessly 
along the track of ages ; leaving in unmistakeable language, leg- 
ible traces of its existence and character, inscribed and engraven 
upon nearly every aricient pillar, monument or temple, erected 
upon the world’s surface; with clear reference to its existence and 
influence, in most of the ancient volumes which have come down 
to us, and a large part of its ritual and teaching, the language of 
inspiration. Mingling with, and largely permeating, and either 
controling or taking the hue of, the ceremonies and character of 
religion, whether Patriarchal, Pagan, or Jewish ; in many coun- 
tries holdings the key of knowledge, and controling the develop- 
ment of science, art, and morality, during four thousand years of 
the world’s existence ; extending itself as if by a law of necessity 
controling the heart of humanity, into every society or organiza- 
tion, whether of tribe, colony, or nation ; maintaining to a great 
extent, a symbolic language, indicating a common lineage ; incul- 
cating every where and at all times, the principle of common 
brotherhood, and the highest grade of morality, known and recog- 
nized among the people ; it stands now, though gray with age, 
more fresh and vigorous than ever ; neither courting favor, or 
shunning examination ; for its antiquity proves its purity, its use- 
fulness, and its permanence. , !No combination of wicked men, or 
for a wicked purpose, ever lasted long. The ; want of virtue, or a 
virtuous pur]>ose, on which alon^i mutual trust and cpnfidencecan 
be founded, soon festers, corrupts, divides, and destroys any insti- 
tution. Had Freemasonry been erected, upon any other foundation 
than the glory of God, and the welfare of mankind, it would'have^ 
been but as the ’flitting sunbeam, which passes aWay and leaves 
no traces behind. It would long since nave been crushed and 
destroyed by the entity and persecution it has endured, or like 
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the thousand other institutions and societies it has survived, died 
from disease, infirmity or age. The splendid cities, magnificent 
temples, and lofty obelisks, of the old world, erected by masonry, 
have fallen into ruins or mouldered into dust. Empires, kingdoms 
and states have passed away, and been buried beneath the rubbish 
of centuries ; wnile Freemasonry, that humbles man and exalts 
Deity, that disregards worldly wealth and honor, and looks to the 
moral worth of man — the qualities of hta heart — fefcill survives ; 
and while man shall continue to be a social being,' with/ a yearn- 
ing for intimate communion with his fellow man; while man shall 
have Wants to be supplied, arid the widow rind th>¥ orphan shall 
claim his protection, our Order will be & heeessitif; ahd until the 
curse shall be lifted off, and rescinded, and mim restored to the 
state in Which Ood created him, Masons will meet arid kindle in 
each other the social affections, which find no communion in the 
crowd of life, and little sympathy m a cold and selfish world. 


The Assured Reaction. 


An eminent Brother, writing us from Iowa, gives the following 
predictions of the assured reaction that must take place in rela- 
tion to the shocking misrepresentations of our efforts to establish 
uniformity of Work. As a specimen of correspondence daily 
received, we insert it. In our heart of hearts wO feel the convic- 
tion of its truth: 

These misrepresentations must and will die. That portion of 
the Masonic world that has been influenced by them, must and 
will, in justice to the well-established creed of brotherly love, and 
for consistency’s sake, discountenance, condemn, and if need be, 
inflict a punishment upoii these tradticers, commensurate 'with the 
crime of violating the tenet of Truth, as that man or body of 
men who so far forget their obligations afc to transgress the most 
sacred, duty we owe to a brother. Your object is a noble one, 
worthy of the best efforts, and you have a host of friends who will 
ever lend the attentive ear to receive the sound froin your instruc- 
tive tongue and retain it in the faithful breast. You are one of 
the heads of the Masonic household, and as a son values the repu- 
tation and fair name of his father, so will we cherish and defend 
yours. We Vill say with the Poet, 

“ That thou art blamed, shall pot be thy defeot. 

For slander’s mark Was ever yet, the fair ; 

So thou be good f slander doth but approve 
Thy worth, the greater.” g 
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Adoptive Masonry— For , the Ifadies, 


We find the following in a late 1 number of; the National Free - - 
mason Adoptive Masonry, for the ladies, originated with our 
French brethren. The degrees, without divhlging the secrets of 
the Craft, are said to be beautiful, and correspond to the' first five 
as practiced in Gallican Masonry, where the adoptive rite was 
introduced. The decrees are: 1, Apprentie ; 2, Compagnone ; ii, 
MaitressO; 4, Pariaite; 5, Elide Soiweraine et Ulustre Ecossaise. 
The W. M. of a symbolic lodge, under the authority Of the Grand 
Orient of France, Calls lodges of Jhe adoptive rite ‘at his pleasure. 
Thus have the adoptive rites not merely the toleration of the G. 
O., but its sanction, under, its authority and regulated by it. The 
officers of the Craft Lodge are assisted in then* duties by the Sis- 
ters, one sitting by every officer, and : parrioipafing in hi^ dignity. 
The chief lady assisting the W.M. is Called Grande Maitresse; the 
Soeurs inspectride et t)6positaire ate placed by the Wardens, and 
so of the subordinate officers. The lodge room is’ elegantly deco- 
rated with emblems. The sisters dress in white, wear aprons and 
blue scarfs, to which kre fastened the jewels of their rank. The 
brothers add to the insignia bf their rank the gold ladder of five 
steps, the jewel of Adoptive Masonry/ Before admission, the 
sisters and brothers Uiust bef satisfied that the lady seeks admission 
from worthy motives. In the first degree, the lodge room repre- 
sents the world, typify ihg thb universality of Masonry. Previous 
to introduction, the lady is made acquainted with the principles of 
the Order, and * left to pi edit kte in a small, glboray, End dark cham- 
ber, sombre and mysterious. Tfie postulant is then introduced 
into the body of the lodge, with prdper ceremony, which ended, 
a collection is made for the poor. The second degree symbolizes 
the fall of man, teaches resistance to temptation, repentance and 
forgiveness. The third degree teaches the necessity qf ipdustry, 
and the great moral duty of mutual assistance. The fourth de- 
gree gives a nfost striking instance of unity and brotherly love, 
reminding the candidate that we are merely ‘passing through this 
world to show Ohrselves worthy of a better. Self-denial and fidel- 
ity are the leSsoni of this degree. The fifth degree is similar to 
the fourth, and is seldom conferred. While these adoptive rites 
are older than modern societies, they can not call up the solemn 
and remote ideas of Freemasonry. They, however, are beautiful, 
and effective of much good in France. The Empress Josephine, 
in 1805, presided at the Festival of Adoptive in Strasburg. The 
ladies’ degrees of this country are irregular, indifferently confer- 
red, and, as a whole, are utterly unworthy of cognizance or regard 
by the Craft. But they exist, and are multiplying, and we are 
quite inclined to the opinion that Something must spon be done to 
modify, regulate, and systematize.” 
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Prince Frederick William of Prussia and the Viotorian Masons. 


On the marriage of Prince Frederick William of Prussia to the 
Princess Royal of England, a meeting of the Provincial Grand. 
Lodge of Freemasons m Victoria was held, at which it was re- 
solved that a congratulatory address should be forwarded to his 
Royal Highness, who is a distinguished member of the Order. A 
suitable address was drawn up and forwarded accordingly, and 
the last mail brought back the following reply, which will be read 
with interest by all the Brethren of the mystic tie. The autograph 
of the Prince, it may be mentioned, is a singularly bold one, ex- 
tending the whole breadth pf the paper upon which the reply is 
written : — 

“Most Worshipful Sir, — I have received with gratification the 
address of the Most Worshipful Provincial prand Lodge of Vic- 
toria, and was highly pleased to observe that the Brethren in your 
distant country have so warmly sympathised in the establishment 
of that happy bond which I hope will be the greatest blessings of 
my life. I nave carried with me a warm and grateful recollection 
of the great and uniform kindness which has been extended ta 
me by the Masonic fraternity of Great Britain in general ; and I 
assure you that it is most pleasing to my heart to behold the uni- 
versal feeling of sympathy which animates so many members of 
our noble Order. 1 request you, most worshipful sir and Brother, 
to convey to the illustrious Grand Lodge of Viotoria my sincere 
and warmest thanks for their affectionate address and cordial 
wishes. 1 assure you that I feel all those emotions of gratitude 
which they are calculated to inspire, and I hope that the feeling 
of sympathy and the principles of concord and unity will never 
desert our Order, which is destined for the blessing and benefac- 
tion of mankind. May the Supreme Architect of the Universe 
look down with benignity upon all the undertakings of the M. W* 
Grand Lodge of Victoria, and enable you to prosecute the welfare 
and advance the happiness of the human race. Saluting you by 
the sacred number, 1 am yours, fraternally, 

(Signed) Fbedebick William, Prince of Prussia, 

“To the M. W. Gr. Master of the Prov. Gr. Lodge, 

Melbourne, Ausl ralia.” 


Auld Lang Synk. — There is no Society. that so much cherishes 
the words, deeds, and memoirs of the past as Freemasons, This 
thought is conveyed in the. lines : — r 

’Twas sweet when eYening’s shadows fell— ; ‘ \ 

How bright our lights did shine ! — 

Down from the East to hear the words 
Of Auld Lang Syne ! 
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THE SISTER’S CHALLENGE. 
Is Freemasonry Practical ? 


A. MASpXIC TALE, IK SIX PARTS, BY ROB MORRIS, LI,. D. 

PART FIRST. 

St. John’s Day was receiving its usual modicum of respect at 
the hands of Freemasons in the little town of Burnettville. All 
things up to 3, p. m., had gone off creditably. The reverend Chap- 
lain, Brother Dord, had made his annual “ oration ” with rather 
moro than ordinary ability. Only two or three of the hearers 
recognized it as an old acquaintance, and the chief wit in that 
ixttle group merely quietly whispered to the others, “ I always did 
like to hear Dord give that discourse,” and said no more about it. 
3if the truth were confessed, however, that ecclesiastic had, by 
substituting new texts and rearranging the paragraphs given the 
same oration to them annually ever since the lodge got its Charter 
in 1852. The procession had been more full than common, and 
marshalled, with rather more inaccuracies than usual, by Brother 
Singsby, a good fellow, but one who had his physical failings, 
among which shortsightedness and partial deafness might be 
instanced. 

At 3, p. m., the brethren of Burnettville Lodge, together with a 
goodly group of ladies, the wives, widows, sisters, and daughters 
of such, also good delegations from neighboring lodges, might be 
seen sitting in the lodge room, the banquet over, and all things 
quiet, engaged in a lively conversation upon the merits of the 
“ ancient and unchangeable,’’ yclept Freemasonry . Here our 
narrative finds them : — 

An argument, warm and earnest, has arisen between the, Wor- 
shipful Master, Goldsborough, and the Secretary’s wife, Sister Lea; 
subject, the merits of Freemasonry . So earnest are the parties in 
.the expression of their opinions that their two sets of views pver> 
2-V0L. II.— no. hi. * 
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The Sister's Challenge. 


lap each other; that is the Sister's ideas , which are quite skeptical,, 
fly out so eccentrically as to anticipate the Brother's rhapsodical 
eulogiums , and thus the acid and the alkali intermingle and threaten 
chemical consequences. The Worshipful Master, for instance, has 
intended to give Prestort’s beautiful definition of Masonic charity 
when the Secretary’s wife welds upon it the heretical declaration 
“the merest humbug.” This was well calculated to aggravate, 
and did aggravate the office-bearer, whose very square shook upon 
Jus breast with the emotions Excited by such an unprecedented 
insult to Freemasonry. 

The occasion of this threatened tempest was nothing more than 
this: — In pursuance of thri custom in so many lodges, the ladies 
had been complimented on this occasion by receiving the degree 
of “ The Eastern Star.” fn the tourse of the elegant monitorial 
instructions attached to that system, Worshipful Brother Golds- 
borough had said, “ that every Freemason is bound by solemn and 
irrevocable pledges to do good to his Brother by securing his 
interests, protecting the honor and interests of his family, and in 
the event of his death, taking the widow and orphans into the 
eamekind and tender relations.” Now the wives, widows, sisters 
and daughters of the brethren of Burnettsvllle Lodge are accus- 
tomed to hear these remarks every- year, arid believe them most 
womanly. But the Secretary’s wife was newly introduced into 
that circle, having been but a few weeks married, and being a lady 
of her own way of thinking, she is bold enough to affirm “ that alt 
that talk is very pretty and will do to please children, but that 
practically speaking, she believed Freemasonry was a thing of 
nothing except to separate husbands and wives, and teach them 
(she did not say which) loose habits.” Observing that her hear- 
ers opened their mouths aghast with horror and that the letter Gf. 
which was facing her' fairly gaped with sacrilegious rage at her 
bit of skepticism, the pretty, plump, little bride pulled her hus- 
band’s ear, with a loud laugh, and ! added, U I defy the whole of 
you r Freemasons, to give me an instance in which your Order has 
ever benefited a widow or her childrek Come now 1” 

It is but little to say that the aprons turned pale and the scarfs 
blue at the Sister’s Challenge*. The Burnettville brethren gazed 
at the Secretary much as the Batavia brethren might have looked 


Digitized by 


Google 



The Sister's Challenge . 


115 


upon the man •who introduced William Morgan among them* 
Some of the older ones writhed as in pain, but, strange to say, no 
one answered, and the jolly lijttle woman might have carried the 
day against them all by dint of sheer impudence, had it not been 
for a brother present who came forward opportunely and accepted 
the challenge. He was a person whom no ona had seemed to 
notice before, but upon enquiry, he proved to be Brother Jacque- 
lin, a one-^yed, French sort of fellow, who had been vouched for 
by Reverend Brother Dord, the Chaplain. Jacquelin had been 
doing a peddling business around Burnettville for some months 
past, having come from Kansas, where he had been cleaned out 
by the incidents of the Civil War, and in his dealings hereabouts 
with the people he had been chiefly remarkable for the honesty of 
his statements, a thing not traditionally inseparable from the 
character of a pedlar, either in the neighborhood of Burnettville or 
elsewhere. 

This one-eyed, French sort of a fellow came forward, as we 
observed, opportunely. He had been sitting in the background, 
near the water bucket in the northwest corner, during the conver- 
sation, and observing how severely the brethren were nonplussed 
by the brisk little wife of the Secretary, he said, in a lively, French 
sort of tone, “that if the Worshipful Master, the Wardens, and 
the Freemasons, also the free-ladies, likewise, would but pardon - 
nez him, he would retaliate to them , a little circumstance wherein 
Freemasonic benevolences had, very greatly indeed, benefited the 
orphaned children of a deceased mason-brother.” Being greeted 
with peals of applause by the brethren in which the ladies joined 
their little palms as earnestly as though their own characters were 
at stake, and not that of Freemasonry, being cheered, we say as 
well by the petticoats as the aprons, seeing the approving gleam 
of the golden G, in the east, and hearing so many expressions of 
encouragement, this monocular frater of Gallic extraction, took 
his place near the northeast corner — traditionally the best place 
in the lodge-room for a speaker to occupy — and without further 
preamble began his tale of, 

THE THREE LITTLE WAIFS. 

The State of Kansas has been devasterated by the Civil War, 
(We shall hereafter turn the pedlar’s English into something more 
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vernacular.) Brother has killed brother — the Master has lost his 
life at the hand of his Warden. Fellow Crafts have conspired 
together against the lives of Master Masons, and the grim tyrant, 
Death, has found his prey thereby. Master Masons, obligated by 
mighty ties (“hugiferous covenants’* the Gallic brbther calls them), 
have put the torch to th£ houses of Entered Apprentices. Oh, it 
is a sombre page in Heaven’s records, this Civil strife in America. 
My grandfather, in La Vendee, in the French persecutions, saw 
nothing more hideous. 

Upon one of the little villages, that have begun to dot the prai- 
ries of Kansas like the patches of wild rose in the plain, a terrible 
raid was made. Houses burnt. Freemasons killed. Children slain 
— ah , mon Dieu! ah,ciel ! — let us hope by accidental shots and 
stabs. Churches brought to ashes and cinders. It is too much 
to tell. 

Among the rest, the lodge-room of the Freemasons was burnt 
and the Worshipful killed. Poor Brother Frank ; how well I 
knew him. His wife had died a few weeks before ; and when the 
body of the Worshipful was deposited amidst bitterest tears and 
evergreens, in the grave, three little children, the oldest only 
twelve years of age, walked hand in hand to the dark abyss, and 
looked down into it as though all their hope, and memory, and 
love lay together at the bottom. 

What should the brethren do with them ? The Masons were 
s cattered, impowered, killed. Every body was ruined. What 
should they do with this triad of little orphans? 

Here the pedlar paused to wipe his eye, and having done so, 
used it in looking round as if expecting a reply from the Secre. 
tary’s wife. Not obtaining one, he gave a knowing glance at the 
Master, another at the letter G., over his left shoulder, and pro- 
ceeded. 

The children had nothing in the world they could call their own 
except the clothes they had on. Their father’s barn had been, 
like so many others, reduced to ashes . and there was nothing. 

But now a letter came directed in a female hand to the deceased 
Master, .and the brethren took the liberty to open it. It was found 
to have been written by the grandmother of the children, who 
had just learned of the death of her daughter. She wrote, “ Bring 
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or send the children to me and I will raise them as my own. I am, 
too old to gp after them, and too ppor to send money, but if they/ 
were once here I can easily clothe, support and educate them, 
long as I live. Let me haye them at once.! 5 

On reading this, a light dawned -upon the Senior -Warden, and. 
he directed the Tyler tp summon the members in a called meeting, 
at once. Eleven of them, all that war and death, had spared, 
responded. The business of+the meetinghad been announced in 
the summons: “ to provide the means of forwardipg Brother 
Frank’s orphan children to Massachusetts. 55 No money in the . 
Treasurer’s hands. No money in the pockets of the brethren. 
Then said the acting Master, let us clothe them out of the ward- 
robes of our own ohildren, and put them on the Steampr, with a 
letter recommending them to the merges iPfall good Masorw? with 
whom they may come in contact. Agreed to nem. con. The Sec- 
retary drafted the letter which was signed by the officers and 
members of the lodge, and was as follows, omitting names and 
dates : 

“ To all Freemasons. 

“These three children are orphans. Their mother died on the 

— day of ; March, , and their father, who was Master of our 

Lodge, was recently murdered by guerrillas. Their grandmother 

lives in r — , Massachusetts, and will give them a borne. We 

trust them to the kindness of God and you, to forward them 
there. (Signed,) — 

Being clothed, and a little basket furnished them, .with a. few. 
edibles, together with the letter of their grandmother and that of 
the Freemasons, they were sent by favor of a government wagon 
to the nearest shipping r port, and placed on the iirft boqf that came 
down the river. Thence we lose sight i of .them*. until they got 
past Pittsburgh in Pennsylvania, when they were observed by a 
gentleman who wrote an account ( of the meeting. He said he had 
got on the cars in the night and gone to sleep. When he awoke, 
he observed near him three little children* dressed in homespun 
and wrapped up in a buffalo robe. Observing that they had no 
friends or protector, he inquired of the conductor about them, and 
was advised by that gentleman, with a pleasant smile, to talk with 
them. So taking up his place near them he questioned the oldest 
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boy, and received the Masonic letter referred to. This increased 
his curiosity, and he soon made friends with the little trio. 

The b«y told him that they had never had a moment’s delay in 
their journey. Every body had been kind to them. Steamboat 
men, hotel men, omnibus men, railroad men, all had shaken hands 
with them, given them money, spoken kind words to them, intro- 
duced them to others, and forwarded them on their journey. No- 
body had asked them for money, but so many presents had been 
made them that the boy thought he itiust have more than twenty 
dollars in his pocket ! The very conductor on the train that morn- 
ing, had given him a dollar bill and some apples. Finally, said 
the lad, “ this letter has saved us a heap of trouble.” 

So moving on, through Philadelphia, and through New York, 
and through Boston, went the “three little waifs on life’s ocean, >> 
until they reached the place of their destination. Now, said the 
pedlar, will not our Secretary’s wife acknowledge that her ques- 
tion has been fairly answered ? 

To the credit of that lady we must admit that more than one 
tear had fallen from her eyes under this artless narration, and she 
cheerfully admitted, in the presence of the company, that if the 
world is full of Masons as that, and if they are as ready to answer 
an appeal from an orphan child, Masonry must indeed be a good 
thing. Now, said she, why cannot we meet frequently to hear 
these narrations, and learn to love Masonry as well as we love our 
husbands who are Masons ? Let us have meetings here in this 
room every month during the present year, and let the Masons 
tell us good things that have happened within their knowledge. 

The proposition met unanimous consent. The Master promised 
to prepare himself for the next meeting, to tell of a Masoriic in* 
cident that occurred to a friend of his, which he said was new> 
curious* and true, and the company separated, one part feeling 
much obliged to the pedlar brother for getting them so hand- 
somely out of difficulty, the other anticipating some more pleasant 
hours in the Masonic Lodge. 
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BY BROTHER A. H. DORIS. 


Above a sleeping brother’s head 

We drop thee, emblem of our faith ; 

. Around the grave our hands we spread, 

: And modrp a brother , won by death. 

, ■ t I I ii • ■ •* ■ r. i ’ 

We lay him in the silent tomb, 

No more to share our work of love ; 

But thou, green sprifT dispel our gloom, 

And bid us fix our hopes above ! 

And though we weep, we smile to see, 

As round the grave we journey slow, 

Hope springing ever green from thee, 
flidding oui; tears no more to flow. 

Look up! faT, far, beyond the sky, 

The soul, — the green Acacia trfe, — 

Blooms in that glorious world on high, 

Blest in its immortality 

Look up : celestial spirits come ; 

Ye slumberers no longer sleep ; 

The Master comes to hail you home, 

Blest are the dead; — we will not weep 

Bodley, Kentucky. 


Masonic Chronology* — Every genuine builder in the inystic 
Temple of Masonry, must be gratified at the enlarged attention 
given of late years to the snbjeefc of Masonic Chronology,, so little 
valued formerly that when -we began oor investigations in that 
department, to run down a chronological fact was like pursuing a 
ten days’ trail of a beast. The JTew York Sunday Dispatch pre- 
sents every week an article, “ Masonic Chronology for the week 
to come.” 
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Importance of Maeonio Publications. 

Imagine a Masonic student endeavoring to acquire a knowledge 
of the principles of the institution without a nomenclature desig- 
nating and describing the parts of the subject; without examples 
illustrating them ; without rules showing their relation ; in short* 
without any guide whatever to a knowledge of its facts and laws, 
except a vague reference to the conflicting practice of those who 
are in the officers’ chairs before him ; does not every one perceive 
that with such means of study it would be all but impossible to 

obtain a clear insight into the mysteries of the science ? 

• / 


An Oath of Secresy. — The following form of an English 
“Oath of Secresy,” answers some of the objections still advanced 
against the Masonic institution : 

“ The oath of a Privy Councillor, taken by the Right Hon. Sir • 
John Laird Mair Lawrence, Bart, and G. C. B., at the Court at 
Buckingham Palace, oh the ] 3th day of May, 1859: — ‘You shall 
swear to be a true and faithful servant unto the Queen’s Majesty, 
as one of Her Majesty’s Privy Council. You shall not know or 
understand of any manner of thing to be .attempted, done, or 
spoken against Her Majesty’s person, honor, Crown, or dignity 
Royal, but you shall let and withstand the sarhe to the uttermost 
of your power, and either cause it to be revealed to Her Majesty 
herself, or to such of Her Majesty’s Privy Council as shall adver- 
tise Her Majesty of the same. You shall, in all things, to be moved, 
treated, or debated in Council, faithfully and truly declare your 
mind and opinion, according to your heart and conscience, and 
shall keep secret all matterrwmtmtfted-nnd revealed unto you, or 
that shall be treated of secretly in Council ; and if any of the 
said treaties or councils shall touch any of the councillors, you 
shall pot reveal it unto him, but shall keep the same until such 
time as by consent of Her Mqjesty, or of the Council, publication 
shall be made thereof. You shall to your uttermqst, bear faith 
and allegiance unto the Queen’s Majesty, and shall assist and de- 
fend all jurisdictions, preeminences,' and > authorities granted to 
Her Mwffy* ,31*4 annexed tp th^ Crbwm by Aetsi of i Parliament, 
or otherwise, against all foreign -prints, persanjs, pv^latest, S.tytes, 

* or potentates, and generally in ait things you snail do as a faithful 
. send true servant ought to do to Her Majesty: So help you God 
- and the holy contents of this book.’ ” 
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A Noble Record. 

*1 " ' • j ■ ' 

Bro. B. B. French, in his eulogy upon Bro. Y. P. Page, Grand 
Master of D. C., lately deceased, makes the following record of 
his departed friend : 

Freemasonry to Brother Page was not a mere shadow; a cere- 
mony to be gone through with and then forgotten ; an Order 
furnishing forth, men to display aprons and collars, and nothing 
more. It was a solemn and abiding obligation upon him to do his 
utmost to make his fellow-beings happy ; tq feed the hungry, clothe 
the naked, and minister to the wants and comforts of the sick and 
the afflicted. It was truly to him, what it has been so eloquently 
described ]by some writer to be, “a sublime system of Masonry, 
clothed in allegory and illustrated by symbols and emblems.” 

„ — — . — 1 

Welcome.— -In connection with the communication from Bro. 
Rob Morris, anuounciiig his removal here, we feel called upon to 
express our pleasure at this event, and in connection with all who 
appreciate Masonic zeal, united with genius and learning, we 
welcome him to our city. The literary interests of Freemasonry 
here and elsewhere, owe as much to the pen of Bro. Morris as to 
any other man in this country, and although in a pecuniary sense 
his labors have not been successful to himself, yet even in this 
respect he shares in the fate of his class, and stands no less emi- 
nent in public esteem. 

Bro. Morris having been subjected for a considerable period to 
the calumnious assaults of one of our journals — assaults strangely 
endorsed by two or three periodicals that ought better to have 
understood their author’s animus — we feel it a duty to say, and 
we say it from personal knowledge, that Bro. Morris’ private char- 
acter and standing in Kentucky and elsewhere are above reproach. 
There have not only been* no charges preferred against him, as 
was recently slanderously reported, but in no place has any accu- 
sation been made in which his name was involved, except that in. 
which he shares the odium with several thousand others, that of 
being a Conservator. We ask all Our readers who reside in this 
State to join us in assuring Bro. Morris that the character and, 
motives of his assailant are perfectly understood. We should 
allow nothing from that source to depreciate a good Mason in our 
estimation. A person who, like Bro* Morris,, has been so lqng 
foremost in Masonic enterprises, must expect to be abused ; but 
his works and his fame will endure long after the malice of his 
enemies have been forgotten .— N Y. Ri&patch. ; . t 
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Grand Lodge of West Virginia. 


We are favored by Bro. Major John H. Sho waiter, of the 6th 
West Va. Vols., tJ. S. A., of Fairmount, West Virginia, with de- 
tailed accounts of the proceedings of the Convention to organize 
the Grand Lodge of West Virginia, to which we alluded a few 
weeks since. The gallant brother, whose handling of the square 
is only excelled by his skill with the sword, writes that the Con 
vention assembled at Fairmount, on February 22d, and had a most 
harmonious meeting. Delegates were present from eight lodges, 
viz.: Fairmount, No. 9; Morgantown, No. 93; Marshall, No. 37 ; 
Wheeling, No. 128 ; Ohio, No. 101 \ Fetterman, No. 170 ; Pres- 
ton, No. 167 ; and Franklin, No. 20. Bro. Henry Boyd was elected' 
President, Bro. J. N. Boyd, Vice President, and Bros. G. L. Tur- 
ney and Charles A. Swearingen, Secretaries. The following rule 
regulating the matter of voting was 'adopted : 

Resolved, That all questions before this convention be decided 
by a vote of the majority of the lodges here represented; and 
that when the delegation representing any lodge consists of more 
than one delegate, that said delegates select one of their number, 
who shall cast the vote of their lodge. t 

After thorough deliberation, the following preamble and resolu- 
tions were adopted, and the. blank filled by inserting the word 
“ Fairmount.” . 

Whereas, This convention is of opinion that the formation of a 
Grand Lodge for the State of West Virginia is necessary for the 
well-being and prosperity of the Masonic brotherhood, so soon as 
the same can be accomplished with the approval, concurrence and 
co-operation of a majority of the working lodges of the State : 

Resolved, That a committee, consisting of three members, be 
appointed to revise the digest of general lafwa for the government 
of a Grand Lodge, with instructions to report to a convention of 
delegates from the working lodges within the territorial limits of 

the State of West Virginia, to be held at — , bn the 24th of 

June next. 

Resolved, That the same Committee be instructed to prepare an 
address to the lodges within West Virginia, and cause the same 
to be communicated to them at as early a day as practicable, to 
the end that the institution of the Grand Lodge shall receive the 
general concurrence and support of the brotherhood, 

Resolved, Further, that a committee, consisting of three mem- 
bers, be appointed, with instructions to correspond with the grand 
officers of the Grand Lodges of the adjacent States for their coun- 
sel and advice in carrying our plan into execution. 
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Freedom of the Masonic Press in England, 

Our friend of the j Freemason's Magazine , London, exhibits a. 
freedom of speech in his observations concerning Masonic pro* 
ceedings there, which is refreshing. As an illustration we give 
his remarks upon the Supreme Grand Chapter in Quarterly Con- 
vocation assembled, Feb. 3d : “ The Chapter was opened with 

an impressiveness which made us desire that the G. Z. (corres- 
ponding with our Grand High Priest in the United States,) could 
find as able representatives in England as he apparently did in 
India. The Grand iScribet E.r proceeded t6 read the minutes, 
during which' it was announced that the Grand Third Principal 
had arrived— the First and Second nobody e^r expects to see, 
and therefore is not disappointed. Shortly, after Lord Sherbourne 
entered, and a scene tnsued, by the changing of robes, etc., which 
reminded us more of a harlequinade than anything else, thus 
varying the usual entertainments, Lord Sherbourne bearing Z. and: 
Comp. Gibbs, H. Comp. Evans offered his robes as J. t6 Comp. 
Havers ; but as there was, luckily, one Companion of common 
seuse present, among the heads of the Order, they were declined, 
and we are bound to admit, we regretted the changes that did 
take place, for more than one reason. The 4 tomfoolery' of chang- 
ing being, by the help of the Janitor, got over, the business was 
proceeded with and the minutes confirmed.” 



Crotchety Punch \ under date of March 3d, gives a humorous 
reply to a correspondent of the name of “Crotchety,” thus: “M. 
Gouuod’s new opera, ‘j Reine de Sabe,\ is founded upon a tradition 
of Freemasonry and Adonirara the Tyrian Master Builder. The 
chief feature in the instrumentation is, we believe, an original, 
accompaniment upon the Masonic cymbals and triangle .” 

Punch is a Cowan; indeed, his shape is not right, nor suited 
to our rite . 
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Kindly Feelings. 

Much of the happiness which is here permitted to man, arises 
from the exercise of kindly feelings. When benevolence leads us 
to seek the welfare of others, and our hearts are^enlarged in good 
will and charity, our condition of mind is unquestionably one of 
pleasure to ourselves. Again, when the objects of our purest and 
warmest affections are granted to us; when tve eiijoy their com- 
pany and conversation, and when our kindness towards them is 
met by an equal return, this is a source of unrivaled temporal joy. 
Nor can it be denied that the purity and height of this joy are 
just in proportion to the moral excellence of the objects of our 
love. * 


Secret Societies and Freemasonry. — One of the most re- 
markable proofs of the profound philosophy of the Masonic idea 
and form, is the immense multitude of imitations that have sprung 
up in all ages. All secret societies of whatever kind, are a hom- 
age paid to the principles of Freemasonry. The Yehme Gerichte 
or Westphalian Brotherhood, of Germany, and the Hermandad, 
or Holy Brotherhood, of Spain, which, in the Middle Ages, accom- 
plished so much good in the protection of the weak — like an invis- 
ible Nemesis, executing the decrees of Eternal Justice — were quasi 
Masonic Societies. They energetically applied the Masonic form 
to the repression of wrong, the defence of innocence, and the 
punishment of crime. 

The Carbonari of Italy, the Order of Odd Fellows of the Uni- 
ted States and England, the Sons of Temperance, the Druids, the 
Foresters, Sons of Malta, and hundreds of others, are the children 
of Freemasonry, and possess strength and vitality just in propor- 
tion to the degree with which they are imbued with its spirit. 
These, however, are ephemeral, while Masonry is everlasting. 
They rise, and shine, and flourish for a brief period, and then pass 
away forever, while Freemasonry is a tree which blooms in per- 
petual glory. It is like the fixed and eternal stars, which shine 
with a splendor all their own, while those are transient meteors, 
which sometimes shoot athwart the sky, illuminating the night for 
Si moment, and then plunge into the abyss of everlasting black- 
ness . — Boston Herald. 
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COMMUNICATED BY A GRAND LECTURER. 

“Freemasonry is a moral dlder, instituted by virtuous men* 
with the praiseworthy design of recalling to our remembrance the 
most sublime truths, in the midst of the most innocent and social 
pleasures.” So say the fathers, and so, no doubt, it was 50 or 60 
years ago, and in some localities even yet, the social character of 
our Order is not wholly ignored. .Others believing that our fathers 
(poor old fogies,) spent too much time at the social pleasure, 
and too little in the teaching of the sublime truths^ have under- 
taken to work a reformation by running into the other extreme, 
and discarding almost wholly the social feature of our institution. 
They consider it true Masonry to spend three mortal hours, and 
sometimes more, in teaching sublime knowledge, and when the 
hour of closing arrives the Master issues his order, brings down 
his gavel, and in less than five minutes the visitor, who has stopped 
for a few moments for some friendly greeting, finds that 

He treads alone tl\e lodge-room now. deserted ; 

The lights have "fled, their friendship’s dead, 

And all but he departed, 

unless it be the Tyler,, -who stands jingling the keys with as much 
as to say that if you don’t leave pretty soon you will get coaxed 
out as Pat Morphy did, with the poker. 

These reflections passed through my mind the other day as, 
looking over my papers, I came across some sheets of fine tissue 
paper on which was written some verses; they were quaint old 
Masonic verses, and they brought Juwk to my mind one of the 
many good social times that I have®en, and with those too who 
were able to teach truth, sublime truth, old truth, truth that like 
wine grows better by age. The tune of which I speak was some 
12 or 15 years ago ; the place, Lower Mystic County ; the occa- 
sion, the resuscitation of their lodges and the installation of their 
officers. , 

But I would have you distinctly understand that the lodge had 
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not died. No, no. There were and are among them many who 
“ never say die,” but at the time when the anti-masonic excite- 
ment stalked through the land, when the best and the wisest even 
persecuted, they in the true spirit of the Gospel and of Masonry, 
which forbids contention or “ returning evil for evil,” quietly 
closed the lodge and retired to their closets, there to pray for 
those who had “ despitefully used them and persecuted them,” 
knowing that g 

4< Truth though orushed to earth will rise again.” 

But to the story. Bro. E. G. Storer, that veteran of Connecti- 
cut Masonry, was the officer to whom the duty of resuscitating 
and installing was confided. The services were to be public and 
it brought together, not only the old Masons of the surrounding 
district, but many of their wives and daughters. After the exer- 
cises were concluded we were happily surprised by being called 
from labor to refreshment, by the ladies who had made every 
preparation for the building up of the inner man. To their enter- 
tainment we' did ample justice. During the festival we had toasts, 
sentiments, songs, etc. 

Bro. E. drew tears from many eyes by his recital of the history 
of an orphan boy and his little sister, who by that awful scourge, 
yellow fever, had lost both father and mother. After the last 
mournful rites had been paid to the departed, the boy took his little 
sister by the hand, to walk 15 miles , to try and find an uncle 
residing in an adjoining city. Every mile of the weary road was 
walked in hope, in bright hope of finding a home and a friend. 
They arrived at their destination, but alas, death had been there 
before them. The uncle was dead, and the world had lost one to- 
whom the burdened heart never came to pour out its sorrow, nor 
distress preferred its suit in vain’. The hand that had been guid- 
ed by justice was palsied, and the heart that had been expanded 
by benevolence had cease^to beat, and the orphan’s hope was 
buried in the grave of th®hncle. Tired, hungry, arid discour- 
aged, he sat d,own on the door-step, and taking his little sister in 
his arms, he wept. Yes, wept as those who ha^e no hope. 

A stranger passing along, asked the little boy the cause of his 
grief, and with many sobs he told his simple tale. The death of 
father — mother— uncle — all to whom he could look for protection 
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or even a crust of bread. The stranger told him that he knew his 
father and his uncle, and for the friendship he bore them he w*uld 
take him and his little sister to his own home, and if he would 
endeavor to be a good boy they should find in him an urtcle and 
a father too. The boy strove to be a good boy — the stranger kept 
his promise, for he adopted them into his own family, and gave to 
the girl an education and to the boy a trade. 

Years passed on, happy years, for by the kindness of the foster 
parents the orphans almost forgot that they had been orphans, or 
if they remembered it, it was only to shed tears of gratitude and 
bless their Heavenly Father who had raised up kind friends^ 
through whose instrumentality they had been saved from starva- 
tion, and perhaps disgrace. And the foster parents were happy 
in the love and affection of the orphan children, as they filled the 
place in their hearts of those whom death had taken from them.- 
Years passed ; the girl grew to be a woman, and was about to be 
married to one of the most prosperous merchants of the city, and 
only awaited an event of much interest in the family, viz., when 
brother George should come of age. The long looked-for day 
arrived. Emma was married, and George declared his own mas- 
ter. His kind benefactor called him into his office saying, “George,, 
you have been with me more than ten years, and have proved, an* 
affectionate son and companion, and I bless God that it was my 
good fortune to find you and your dear sister in your loneliness 
and distress, and offer you air asylum and home, and for this act 
I have been repaid a thousand fold. And now, George, if you 
are satisfied with what I have done for you, and you will yet re- 
main with us, my cup of joy will be full, for 1 dread the idea of 
your leaving us.” George did not answer ; he could not. His 
heart was too full for utterance. Memory was running back ten 
years to the little fHendless boy and girl, to all the kindness and 
fatherly care, to the love and_ affection that had been showered 
upon them. When the kind benefactor again asked him, “George, 
will you stay with uS?” the orphan grasped ins hand, and ex- 
claimed, “ Stay, yes, whefe else can I go ? Is this not my home? 
Are you not my father, yea, more than father^ for all I have and 
•am I owe to you; and the orphan’s prayer and the blessing of • 
God shall ever attend you for all your kindness to me, for God 
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only knows what I would have been to-day, had it not been for 
you. How often I have thought of the strange providence that 
threw me in your way, and many times wondered at the peculiar 
interest you have ever taken in me. Why was this ?” * I will 
tell you why,” was the ready reply. “You know that I am a 
Freemason, and that the tenets of our Order are brotherly Love, 
Relief, and Truth. Your father and your uncle were both Masons, 
and it was your father who initiated me into the Order and raised 
me to the sublime degree of Master Mason. From his lips I 
received my first instructions, and as soon as I found that you 
were the orphans of my dear brother, my heart went out in affec- 
tion towards you for the love that had existed between your father 
and myself, because our hearts were knit together like those of 
David and Jonathan, and I knew that if he had been alive he 
would have done the same to my children under like circum- 
stances. This, George, is the reason why I adopted you, and for 
the peculiar interest you speak of.” 

The speaker stopped ; the moisture had gathered in his eyes. 
A big sob choked his utterance ; a bright smile suffused his manly 
face as, looking kindly around him, he added, “ Brothers and 
friends, the orphan George has^told his own story.” 

This article being already of sufficient length, we will stop, but 
at a subsequent time will continue the story, and give the poetry 
which brought these incidents to our mind. D. W. T. 


Barefoot. — This expression is found in many passages con- 
cerning pilgrims. Shakespeare, in “All’s well that ends w T ell,” 
says, 

> I ain St. Jacques' pilgrim, thither gone ; , 

Ambition’s love hath so in me offended 
That barefoot plod I the cold ground upon. 

With sainted vow to have my faults amended f 


Words of Ghees. — Many of our old friends have sent us words 
of congratulation upon the revival of the Voice * of Masonry. 
Brother Stephen Fellows, of Grafton Centre, K-. H., says, “ it fell 
on me like drops 6i rain after a long draught.” We are glad our 
readers share the pleasure which we feel in the improved pros- 
pects of the journal. 
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The Focus of the Lodge. 


BY ROB MORRIS. 


[It is admitted by those persons, whose calling demands fre- 
quent addresses to the Fraternity in lodge assembled, that the best 
acoustical focus of the lodge-room is at the North-east corner, or 
more strictly, on a line drawn from the North-east to the South- 
west, one-fifth the distance from the former. Traditionally, this 
is said to be the place at which the Royal Grai*d Master at Je- 
rulasem stationed the candidate and gave him those first instruc- 
tions, on which to build his future moral and Masonip edifice. 

Ancient Freemasons aver that in no part of the lodge can a 
speaker give utterance to the sentiments of the Order so eloquently 
and truly, as at the Focus mentioned, and the writer has more 
than once heard those venerable men cry out to an unruly speak- 
er, “let him take his place at the North-east corner!”] 

Oh, when before the lodge we stand, 

Its walla hung down with mystic lines, 

And for the loving, listening band, 

Draw truth and light from those designs ; — 

See on the right, the Opkn Word, 

Which lendeth grace to every thought ! 

See on the left, the Mason’s lord ! — 

’Tis chosen well, the sacred spot. 

For there our youthful minds received 
The earliest impress of that light, 

Whose perfect radiance, believed, 

Will lead the soul to Heavenly height. 

Around the spot there clusters much 
Of Masons’ lore ; and dull were he 
Who, standing in the light of such, 

Can not unveil our Mystery. 

If in instruction’s voice there come 
A tone of hatred, if, alas, 

The love and music of our home 

Be changed to discord and disgrace, — 

’Tis that the speaker has forgot 

The solemn words first uttered there, 

His feet have left the sacred spot, 

His heart and tongue no wisdom bear, 

3-vol. IT,— XO. III. 
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But when the soul is kindled high, 

With love, such love as angels know ; 

And when the tongue trips lightly by 
The truth and lore our emblems show ; — 

When round the lodge the eye and cheek 
ProYe how congenial is the theme, 

No farther need the speaker seek — 

Good spirits stand and speak with him ! 

— Masonic Monthly . 


The Hand-books of Freemasonry. 


In our present article we propose no discussion as to this or that 
Monitor, or this or that theory, how far the exoteric of certain 
Hand-books infringes upon the esoteric. Our sole purpose is to 
make a brief historical sketch of the various Hand-books that 
have been used, in the working of Masonic rites, especially by 
those lodges whose vernacular is the English tongue. We say 
especially those, because there has ever been a broad difference 
between those and the continental lodges, the latter permitting a 
far greater latitude of explanation in their Hand-books, than the 
former. 

Whatever system of “ Work” was in vogue in 1723, the period 
of the earliest Masonic publication, it is plain that officers of lodges 
working it, had no help whatever from the printed Hand-books. 
Anderson's Constitutions , so called, give not the least aid in open- 
ing a lodge or conferring degrees. Its scope is purely “ regula- 
tions ;” it is what we call now-a-days, “ Constitutions” par excellence^ 
that is, general laws and exoteric directions. There is less allusion 
to esoteric Masonry in the “Ancient Charges, <fcc.,” which go un- 
der the name of “Anderson’s,” than in the Constitution of the G. 
Lodge of Massachusetts. This fact would seem to give weight 
to Dr. Oliver’s theory of the English Rituals of that date, viz., 
that they were extremely simple, and that the whole “ examination 
catechism ” was conveyed in a few easy questions and ans- 
wers. To get a clear idea of this, compare the English Consti- 
tution of 1723 or 1738 with any Monitor or Hand-book of the 
present day, and the contrast will appear striking indeed. 

The object of a Monitor or Hand-book , as we understand it, is 
two-fold. First , to convey, in plain language, such portions of 
the ceremonies and lectures as are admittedly exoteric — such as 
prayers, charges, definitions of clothing and jewels, scriptural 
passages and the, like. Second , to suggest, in covered language 
and in architectural and other emblems, those portions that are 
strictly esoteric. Now there is no Hand-book of this sort extant* 
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earlier than Dermotta sAhiman Bezan of 1756, and that, compared 
with our modem works of this character, is barren indeed, i . 

To William Preston, sixteen years later (1772), is due the i first 
clear conception of this want, at the present day universally felt 
and -acknowledged* and no one has so well provided for it as that 
elegant and exact writer. His “ Illustrations of Masonry,” Shave 
been published in a score of editions, and form the skeleton and 
soul of nearly all the Monitors and Hand-books now in use. 

From 1772 to 1797 no important changes were made in Hand- 
books. The Fraternity calling themselves “Ancient Masons” 
used various modifications of JDermott's Ahiman Bezan, while the 
“ Modem Masons,” so styled by their adversaries, adopted Pres - 
torts Illustrations. In the latter year, an American author* im- 
pressed with the same, thought that had animated his English 
master twenty-five years before, issued his “ Freemason’s Moni|fcor,” 
concerning whose merits he had himself so little faith that to the 
first edition he did not even append his own name. We allude, 
of course, to Thomas Smith Webb, then of Albany, N; Y., after- 
wards of Rhode Island, whose labors have secured for him the 
title of the “American Preston.” It is difficult, however, to see 
much originality in his Monitor of 1797. To say that the throw- 
ing out of a few (numerical) sections and combining in six what 
his master had given in twenty or more sections, is the work of a 
genius, is but sickening adulation of the American writer. His 
genius and originality, which were admittedly great, were exhib- 
ited in other channels, not in the mere arrangement of a Monitor , 
which in its first edition is but a poor imitation of the Illustrations 
of William Preston. 

From 1797 to 1819, the various editions of Webb’s Monitor, 
under his own hand (1802, 1805, 1808, 1812, 181,6, etc.,) seemed 
to satisfy the demands of the day, except that the Maryland ^nd 
Pennsylvania Masons, and a few others, who had origin ally adopt- 
ed Dermott’s views, published various editions of the ' AMman 
Bezan, but with larger additions from Preston and Webb.. i The 
year of Webb’s death, 1819, however, called out several .jp^ita- 
tionfc, either by permission of the party upon whose copyright 
they might seem to infringe, or possibly the copyright from*! 797 
to 1819 had become null. Jeremy L. Cross and Jatoes t Hardee 
each published a Hand-book, the former of which for nearly forty 
years was more popular than all others corhbinbd. In 1 824^’ Wil- 
kins Tan nahill also issued a frork of ; a similar chrtracter; ; iiv Ten- 
nessee. v , 

This brings our dates up to the period of “ the Morgan Excite- 
ment^” which, if it had no OtKeV advantageous features! at’ least 
stopped the torrent of ne<w Hand-books. And tjhe nexbisl^^Vis’ 
Monitor , 1843, followed the same year by. Moore’s, Trestle Board. 
Since that period, almost every bookseller. North and South, who 
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solicits Masonic patronage, has published a Hand-book ; and the 
range of Masonic vocabulary has been exhausted to find original 
names for these productions. 

The only question of interest that arises in the mind of him 
whose curiosity prompts him to compare the host of Hand-books 
in his collection is this : where does the exoteric border upon the 
esoteric f Every man has his own opinion upon this subject, and 
of course every compiler has his. When Cross published his 
“Chart” in 1819, the Freemasons of Virginia shrunk from it with 
horror, as an “ Exposure,” a veritable exposure of Masonic secrets 
through its numerous and carefully arranged emblems. Old and 
venerable Masons in that State have told us how long it took Vir- 
ginia Masons to tolerate Cross' Chart ; yet in 1847 the G. Secre- 
tary of that jurisdiction, himself one ' of the Masonic fathers, 
reproduced in his Text Book all those offensive pictures, and not 
a murmur was heard ? Dr. Mackay, in his various publications, 
has pressed the exoteric farther and farther in successive editions 
of his works, until it must be admitted that the esoteric field is 
growing “ small by degrees and beautifully less.” In his late 
Blue Lodge Manual , this boldness of his is still more apparent. 
How far coming authors will go, and whether, like the French 
and German brethren, they will finally conclude that there is noth- 
ing esoteric in Masonry except the signs, tokens, etc., remains for 
us, who love to watch the times, to see. — Masonic Monthly . 


The Eclectic Union of Buffalo Freemasons. — The craft at 
Buffalo, N. Y., have organized an Association professing six desi- 
rable objects, viz.: 

1. The promotion of knowledge in the history, literature, laws, 
symbolism and philosophy of Masonry and its kindred sciences. 

2. The collection of Masonic books, documents, manuscripts, 
coins, seals, etc. 

3. The publication of unpublished Masonic manuscripts and 
documents, and the translation of foreign Masonic literature. 

4. Assisting in scientific Masonic undertakings and works. 

5. Corresponding with similar scientific associations and emi- 
nent Masons in this and foreign countries. 

6. Discussions and the reading of essays on Masonic topics. 
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EDITORIAL OHIT-OHAT, TIDINGS & INTELLIGENCE.. 


[This department, to which we shall give, the present year, a large space, 
is made of extraots from our daily . correspondence, replies to queries, and 
brief notes of a literary and general character.] 


— Bro. Past Grand Master F. M. Blair, of Chicago, Illinois, 
delivered an Address, Dec. 27, 1863, to the brethren at Pecaton- 
ica, Illinois, which has elicited high encomiums. From the reso- 
lutions afterwards adopted by the lodge, we quote one paragraph 
to show the satisfaction felt at the effort : 

“ Resolved, That we fully concur in the sentiments of the wor- 
thy Brother’s oration in reference to the evils of intemperance, 
that we will in future endeavor to profit by them in practising that 
cardinal virtue, Temperance.” $■ . 

— W e are often a pleased visitor at the Photographic Gallery 
of Bro. J. DeWitt Brinkerhoof, 842 Broadway, New York. The 
collection of strictly Masonic portraits is very large, but in itself 
conveys a small idea of the extent and variety of his work, which 
embraces all departments of plain and colored photographs. Every 
person visiting New York will do well to call, look over the spec- 
imens, and get some work done. Some of the best photographs 
of Bro. Rob Morris were taken there, of which Bro. Brinkerhoof 
still has negatives, and will supply copies upon application. 

— In reply to numerous enquiries, we have had printed a quan- 
tity of the Ode, “ The Level and the Square,” with Dodge’s music 
set for four parts and the melodeon or piano, of which we wifi 
mail five copies to anyone sending 10 cents in postage stamps or 
currency. Every body who can sing at all ought to learn to 
sing that music. Address orders to Rob Morris, at Sweeny’s Ho- 
tel, New York City. • 
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— Our old friend, Horace Waters, 481 Broadway, New York, 
whom our readers will well remember, is still engaged in publish- 
ing the best music and in the greatest variety. Lately, among 
other superior pieces, we notice the following as some of the best 
Send to him for a catalogue : By Mrs. Parkhurst : The Angels 
are hovering near; Dost thou ever think of me, love; Weep no 
more for Lily ; and The Sanitary Fair Polka. The last two songs 
of the lamented genius, Stephen C. Foster, viz., When old friends 
were here, and She was all the world to me. By J. R. Thomas, 
Kindly Words and Smiling Faces. By J. R. Osgood, The Young 
Volunteer. 

— We are favored with the proceedings of a most interesting 
affair in Oriental Lodge, No. 33, Feb. 18, 1864, and would joyfully 
publish them entire, especially the Addresses, which are uncom- 
monly beautiful, but the pressure upon our columns absolutely 
forbids. The following, extracted from a Chicago paper, is all 
we can possibly give : 

At a regular communication of Oriental Lodge, No* 33, held at 
Masonic Temple on Friday evening, the members of Oriental 
attested their highest respect and esteem for their Worshipful 
Master, R. W. Dunham, by presenting him with a splendid gold 
watch, chain and emblem attached, the whole of the value of four 
hundred dollars. J. Winslow Ayer touched upon the past and 
present services of their Worshipful Master, for his unremitting 
attention and faithful performance of each and every duty which, 
as Master of the lodge, necessarily devolved upon him, as well as 
the energy and constant devotion in the great cause of Masonry 
manifested by him on all occasions. He responded in a very ap- 
propriate manner, thanking the brethren in a touching address for 
their splendid testimonial, and expressed his extreme gratification 
that he had succeeded in winning the golden opinions of his lodge. 
In the course of his remarks he gave many interesting statistical 
facts, and commented upon the beauties of Masonry, and the du- 
ties of the brethren of the mystic tie, and closed by again thank- 
ing them for their marked expressions of esteem and brotherly 
love. 

The lodge also presented to the Senior Warden, J. A. Bunce, 
and the Junior Warden, W. A. Thrall, Masonic emblems as tokens 
of their high appreciation of the manner in which they have per- 
formed their duties in their respective offices. 

— 1. A lodge must be either at labor or at refreshment If at 
labor the door is guarded inside and out, the Bible displayed, and 
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the; proper columns erect If at refreshmenty the door is open and 
unguarded, the Bible closed and the working column lowered. 
There is no half-way method ; either be at labor of at refreshment* 

2. The Lectures are always delivered in the poet tense; the 
Work is performed in the present tense. 

3. The Lectures are in all respects the guides to the Work. 

,4. The y^irious Sections pf the Lectures must be rehearsed in 
their proper order. 

5. The Sections as. enumerated in the Monitor do not refer so 
muchto the order of the Work as of the Lectures. 

— We see by a memorandum concerning Easton Lodge, No. 
152, Easton, Pa., that that lodge was organized in 1817, and did 
not once suspend labor during the trying period of 1826 to 1836. 
Its first Senior Warden was Brother ^George Wolf, afterwards 
Governor of Pennsylvania. 

— The usages long established in a lodge are of more import- 
ance than the abstract laws of Masonry. The law touches us 
here and there, now and then, but customs are what vex or soothe, 
corrupt or purify, exalt or debase, barbarize or refine us by a con- 
stant, steady, uniform, insensible operation, like that of the air 
we breathe in. They give the whole form and color to our Ma- 
sonic lives. According to the quality they aid morals, supply 
them of destroy them. How essential then that a new lodge 
should start out upon proper customs and usages. 

— Wadsworth Lodge, No. 417, at Albany, N. Y., adopted reso- 
lutions highly eulogistic, concerning the venerable Ebenezer 
Wadsworth, saying, “ that for more than half a century he had 
been identified with all that concerned the best interests of Ma- 
sonry, and to his instructive tongue the attentive ear has often 
listened with pleasure and profit.” 

—Funeral resolutions should contain, when practicable, four 
statements of facts, viz. : 

1. The day of the birth of the deceased.' 

2. The day of his Initiation. 

3. The day of his death. 1 

4. An enumeration of the Masonic positions he had held. :] 
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— The right of visiting a lodge may be called by whatever ad- 
jective you please, but it only amounts to this, that if any member 
of the lodge objects yon can not get in. A queer system Masonry 
would be if a visitor could enter who is offensive to one of the 
members ! 

— The best argument for regular attendance upon the lodge is 
this : the chain of friendship is kept bright by the converse of 
friends. If we truly love our brethren, and are on good term* 
with them, we naturally seek their society ; and the more we enjoy 
of it, mind communing with mind, the more does our love for 
them abound. If on the other hand, we fail to attend to the im- 
pulse of affection, and neglect our converse with them, the affec- 
tion itself will soon be found to wither. 

— The winter and spring series of Masonic “ Sociables,” held in*. 
New York and vicinity, have been great successes. Crowds of 
intelligent bretheren and ladies have attended them, and in all 
cases have expressed their entire satisfaction. It is hard to see 
how any one could express anything else of so beautiful and inno- 
cent a recreation. 

— We are pleased to see that Rev. Brother Andrew R. Bonarj 
Grand Chaplain to the Grand Lodge of Scotland, himself a poet 
of eminence and a most industrious student, announces a new 
work in press, entitled “ The Poets and Poetry of Scotland, from 
James I to the present time, with biographical sketches and crit- 
ical remarks.” It can not fail to be a valuable addition to this 
department of literature. 

— We have received a photograph from Brother Sim. D. Wel- 
ling, Des Moines, Iowa, very life-like. From the same hand we 
have copies of an Address by Bro. Hon. Sam. A. Moore, at a 
Festival at Des Moines, Iowa, March 10, 1864. From the account 
published it must have been a season of corn, and wine, and oil. 

— We add to our collection of photographs those of Brother 
U. D. Taylor, M. D., Ft. Madison, Iowa, and J. M. Canfield, of 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa. Fratres arribo , and good fratres at that. 

— The lodge at Campbellsburgh, Ind., lately presented to Bros* 
G. W. Bartlett and F. D. Bodges, each a gold charm , in eompli- 
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ment for past services. The thing was very neat The inscrip- 
tion on Bro. Bartlett’s was “ Rob Morris Lodge, No. 282, Camp- 
bellsburgh, Ind., to George W. Bartlett” These compliments are 
well merited. 

— The 14th chapter of Zachariab, 4th verse, has some good 
thoughts in the direction of your enquiry. It is highly emblem- 
atical, as most of the prophecies are : “And his feet shall stand 
in that day upon the Mount of Olives, which is before the city of 
Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the 
midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there 
shall be a very great valley ; and half of the mountain shall re- 
move toward the north and half of it toward the south.” 

— We have a photograph of that clever brother, John Gish- 
willie, of Lena, 111. It is good. 

—Bro. B. M. Sawin, Orange, Mass., says, “Our lodge has 
lately moved into a new Hall, fitted up with choice furniture and 
carpet, a great improvement upon the old one. The members 
seem to be taking hold and trying to make their labors corres- 
pond with the place they occupy. A fair share of work is coming 
in, and all of the best material.” 

—Among later productions in the way of Masonic Handbooks, 
nothing that we have seen equal's “ Sickels’ Monitor,” just pub- 
lished by Macoy & Sickels, 430 Broome st., New York. Besides 
a thorough Monitor of the Symbolical, Chapitral, Cryptic, and 
Chivalric departments, including the Knights of Malta, and all 
fully illustrated by emblems, this volume has Welch’s “ Tactics 
and Drill,” worth in itself the cost of the book. The price in cloth 
is 75 cts. : address as above. 

— Our fellow-laborer and courteous brother, the Editor of the 
Masonie “Triangle,” Bro. Edward Rgehr, LL. D., is announced 
as the Master of Copernicus Lodge, TJ. D., lately organized at 
Williamsburgh, N. Y., working in the German language. We 
tender our ardent wishes for its prosperity. 

— When we issue a new edition of our “Code of Masonic Law,” 
we propose the following as a motto, from Hooker: “ It is easier 
a great deal for men to be taught by law what they ought to do. 
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than instructed to judge, as they should do, of law; for the wisest 
are ready to acknowledge that soundly to judge of law is the 
weightiest thing a man can take upon him.” 

— The members of Nassau Lodge, No. 536, Brooklyn, N. Y., 
presented, a few weeks since, an elegant gold watch and chain to 
their Master, Bro. John B. Harris, who is justly characterized as 
a model man and Mason. The compliment is well deserved. 

— Bro. Prof. Geo. C. Rexford, Organist of Crescent Lodge, No. 
402, New York, has composed some music of great beauty, to 
our lines, “ To Crescent Lodge,” contained in the February issue. 
The talent displayed in this composition is most admirable. 

— By special request, Bro. E. L. Mitchell, of the “ Masonic 
Monthly,” has given us his photograph which, with the trifling 
defect of making him appear some fifty years too old, is a capital 
likeness. 

— The Masonic collections, late the property of Bro. Morris, have 
been removed to New York and placed in possession of the Trus- 
tees who represent the stockholders. These Trustees are fifteen 
in number, selected from among the best-known and most respon- 
sible members of the fraternity. 

— We learn from Bro. S. Stevens, of Knoxville, 111., that Knox- 
ville Lodge, No. 66, has swarmed, and a new Lodge, U. D.* organ- 
ized March 3, 1864, under favorable auspices. 

— A Brother, who has recently traveled the State of Iowa, vis- 
iting many lodges, writes, “I do think that Iowa has the best 
working lodges in the Union. It ought to be enough to convinee 
the most skeptical, of the benign influence of a Uniform System, 
to see the orderly, peaceft^ and harmonious proceedings in the 
Iowa lodges. I can not find language to praise it enongh.” 

— The venerable Brother, Hon. James Moore, of Hopkinsville, 
Ky., in a long and beautiful epistle, of March 3, 1864, after mourn- 
fully sketching the changes produced by the War, says, “ I have 
not yet lost my relish for anything pertaining to Masonry, although 
on the 1st day of February last I was 73 years of age. I have 
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this day as ardent an attachment to the Institution as I had in 
1818, when I was Initiated.” 

— Bro. N. P. Perrine, of San Francisco, Cal., met with a pain- 
fiil accident recently, which came near ending his lifii He fell a 
distance of thirty feet, from a building whose erection he was 
superintending. It is hoped he will recover. 

— IJlaney Lodge of Chicago, on the 23d March, 1834, presented 
to their Past Master, Bro. Gilbert R. Smith, a Jewel (valued at 
$300), as a token of their respect and esteem. Bro. D. C. Cre- 
gier writes us that their little hall was filled, upon the occasion, 
with living stones, who could testify to the skill of the honored 
recipient 

— Golden Rule Lodge, No. 12, at Stanstead, Canada East, cele- 
brated its semi-centennial on the 16th of February last. What 
made the scene one of more than ordinary interest, even for such 
rare occasions, was, that the venerable orator of the day, Father 
Elisha Gustin, was himself made in that lodge just fifty years be- 
fore ! His address was truly admirable, and we would be glad, 
had we space, to transfer it entire to our columns. Among other 
striking remarks, we can not forbear quoting the following : 

“Now, after fifty years’ connection with the Order, were I re- 
quested to point out what I deemed the crowning excellency of 
the Fraternity, I could find no words that could express it. I ap- 
preciate it in all its parts, and I admire it as a whole, for its grand 
designs, the purity of its principles, its peculiar adaptation to the 
condition of mankind — elevating, refining, and expanding the 
mind ; alleviating distress, and to a great extent mitigating human 
misery. This association seems to combine nearly all the leading 
objects embraced by all other societies, and, if properly conducted 
in accordance with the original design, no Mason can increase 
his privileges by uniting with other combinations.” 

At the same meeting, two other of the original members were 
present. 

— A correspondent at Des Moines, Iowa, says, “ Our lodge is 
prospering finely at present. A kind of revival appears to have 
broken out within a few months. Old members are attending 
more regularly, and express a desire to learn the Webb Work. 
Some new and good material is being worked into the edifice, that 
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will both support and adorn the Temple, when fitted into its place 
Bro. D. W. Thomson, of Hemlo, 111., lectured us in the winter. 
His remarks were received in a true brotherly spirit, and did good.” 

— A correspondent writes us under late date : “ I spent two 
hours recently with Past Grand Master Humphries, who was 
made a Mason in 1818, in Clinton, Connecticut, under Jeremy L. 
Cross, who taught him the Work. Bro. Humphries says that 
himself and Bro. Samuel Willson, of Vermont, agree exactly in 
their Work.” 

— “A brother sells intoxicating drinks, and drinks too much of 
them himself. This leads to fighting and turmoils. What is our 
duty towards him ? 

“Again, a brother has removed to a distant State, and negleota 
to pay his annual dues, yet we are required to pay his Grand 
Lodge dues, which are quite burdensome. Please advise us upon 
our proper course.” 

In reply to your first query, bring charges for the drunkenness 
and broils, and if sustained, inflict the proper penalty. 

In the second case, notify the absent brother that in default of 
prompt payment he will be dealt with and suspended. Give him 
three months’ time, and then suspend him for non-payment of 
dues. 

— We added Carlisle’s Frederick the Great to our library, be- 
cause Carlisle shows that Frederick was a Mason. For the same 
reason we add biographies of Burns, Franklin, Washington, etc. 

— We can upt keep up our “tables” of Grand Lodge and other 
meetings, because so many of the Grand Lodges do not meet this 
year or the last 

— Nothing will give a “ favorable opinion” of Masonry to your 
neighbors so certainly as the dissemination of sound Masonic lit- 
. erature. 

— Certainly, every member present is bound to vote upon the 
various questions as they arise. In your case, you might safely 
adopt the parliamentary rule, “ that all who are silent are counted 
in the affirmative.” If there is any good reason why a brother 
should not vote, it is his duty to ask permission of the Lodge that 
he may be excused. 
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— Yes, the “Higher Degrees” explain the lower ones by the 
easy process of invention. When the little boy asked his father, 
“what David did with the other four pebbles after killing Goliath 
with the fifth,” that brilliant instructor replied, “ he kept them for 
the rest of the giants !” Do you see ? 

— “ I received the copy of the 6 Memorial ’ you sent me. Why 
can not Masons have more such meetings? This question came 

vividly to my mind a few evenings since, in visiting Lodge. 

In the first place, such Work! Shades of Preston and Webb, I 
expected every minute to see them descend ! Surely that candi- 
date received nor corn, nor wine, nor oil. After labor (?) came 
food and drink. Imagine the “ banqueting chamber,” a large, 
bare hall, a naked table, no seats, the refreshments consisting of 
whole hams, rounds of beef, uncut pie, uncut cheese, and all other 
diamonds in the rough. We all made a grab for our handfulls 
and then fell back to eat them. It was not 4 a Lodge at refresh- 
ment,’ as the generous-hearted dispensers intended, but a dog 
kennel.” 

*feut few of our American brethren seem to understand that we 
do not go to the table so much for the purpose of eating* and 
drinking as to enjoy that social spirit which eating and drinking 
amidst genial companionship generates. 

— “The Webb-Preston Work is the only authentic Work ; all 
others are lawless innovations and audacious attempts at the life of 
Masonry. The work of Michigan, known as the ‘Baltimore’ Work 
is exceedingly like it, but contains many 4 extra touches,’ proving 
that all attempts to improve the old Work only make difficulties 
and derange the beauty of the model.” 

This is what we are continually saying to our correspondents 
in your State (Michigan). All the “charges” are wrong ; the body 
of the Work is correct. Your Grand Lodge will have but little 
to change in expurgating the 44 Baltimoreism” and securing a cor- 
rect Ritual. 

— In the Kentucky Freemajson^ 1853, we commenced a series 
of articles similar in form and spirit to those of last year, styled 
44 The Model Master.” But the difficulty of interesting readers in 
serial articles is much greater than that of finished pieces. A se- 
ries embodying the “ Business of the Lodge,” for each month in 
the year would make a readable set 

— The study of the Episcopal and Roman Catholic Church Rit- 
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male, especially where they describe the Dedication of a Church* 
and Burial of the Dead, are full of good suggestions to a Masonic 
writer. We have derived much benefit from these sources of 
knowledge. 

—There is nothing better in the salutatory line than your ex- 
pression, “ Faithfully and lovingly a carceribus admetam /” It 
embraces all that can happen in human life, of good and evil, an<l 
assures a faithful attachment through every contingency. 

— “ I have a question for you, suggestive of a good deal of spec- 
ulation to myself, as I compare a portion of our Lectures with a 
more ancient, though by no means more ancient history : “ Scipio 
Africanm nunquam ad negotia publica accedebat antequam in 
templo Jovu precatur esset” Has not many an assumption become 
fixed in history as an established fact, based upon much weaker 
inferences than we may suppose, when we claim the noble Roman 
as one who fully comprehended the representative of two human 
figures holding each other by the right hand ?” 

— We have a good many additions to our lists of photographs^ 
Our good friend, Bro. Joseph Robbins, of Quincy, Ills., gives us 
a group of ten portraits, being the likenesses of the officers of 
Quincy Lodge, No. 296. This is a most welcome gift and acknowl- 
edged with special thanks. Bros. Wra. Stivers, Tipton, Iiid.; G. 
W. W. Davis, Windsor, Yt; X. J. Maynard, North White Creek* 
N. Y. ; W. S. Auble, Taylorsville, Ind. ; B. F. Patrick, Chicago* 
Ills. ; Ossian E. Dodge, St. Paul, Minn. ; Kent Jarvis, Massilon, 
Ohio ; G. W. Lewis, Iowa ; E. Hyatt and A. Kirkpatrick, Lan- 
singburgh, N. Y. ; Samuel Williams, Rutland, Vt ; D. W. Thom- 
son, Hemlo, Ills.; this copy, which is the best likeness of our 
zealous and intelligent brother we have seen, was presented us by 
Bro. J. W. Taffe, of Chicago, who has the negative of the picture. 

— From Grand Master E. A. Guilbert, of 1 owa, a copy of his 
recent Address to the Grand Lodge. 

— Bro C. F. Goodman, Angola, N. Y., gives us a large package 
of Masonic matter, embracing the By-Laws and seal impressions 
of the various Masonic bodies at Buffalo, N. Y., and vicinity. 

— Bro. Robert A. Mills, (recently removed from Charapaigne* 
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Illinois, to Quincy, in that State,) presents us with a copy of “The 
Mystic Circle,” for which we are much obliged. 

— Brother R. W. 'T. Daniel, for some ten or twelve years Grand 
Secretary of Mississippi, died early last fall, at Meridian, where 
he had removed some time before, and was engaged in hotel keep- 
ing. He was the author of a Masonic map of that State, and as 
a writer of official reports, clear and explicit. There has been 
no Grand Lodge held in Mississippi since 1801. 

— We announce with heartfelt regret the death of Bro. O. L- 
Leonard, M. D., of Chicago, Illinois, who deceased March 29th, 
1864. We had known him long and intimately. Few were so 
single-minded and sincere in all good endeavors as Dr. Leonard. 

— We observe with sincere regret the decease of Brother Hi- 
ram W. Heaton, of Jeffersonville, Indiana, an old friend, a true 
Mason, and an upright man. He was buried with distinguished 
honors by the brotherhood, on the 24th January, 1864. 


Errata. — As the Voice is published in Chicago while the Ed- 
itor’s office is in New York, it necessarily follows that errata will 
occur, sometimes marring the sense of our productions. When 
such is the case we will notify our readers, as in the instances 
below : 

Page 2, 5th line from bottom, for Freeman read Freemason. 

“ 6, The article entitled “ Square Men ” is not editorial. We 
clipped it from the papers. 

“ 11, 12th line from top, observation for aberration- , 

“ 56, 9th “ , “ . “ for does read do. 

u 60, 2d “ “ for lately read rarely . 

“ 60, 8th line from bottom, for in read with. 
u 67, 14th “ “ “ for acceptable read accessible . 

“ 68, 11th “ “ “ for carried read received. 

“ 72, 12th “ “ top, for were read zoos. 
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The various changes in editors and publishers, during the past year, require 
that we should make the following standard notice, viz : 

All correspondence of the Voice of Masonry , whether editorial or other- 
wise, and all orders for the Miniature Monitor must be addressed to Bro. J. C. 
W. Bailey, 128 and 130 Clark St., Chicago, Illinois. This will be invariable. 
Bro. Bailey will forward to Bro. Rob Morris, wherever he may be, such of 
the correspondence as is strictly editorial. 

No further copies of the Hubbard Observance can be furnished. Those who 
wish for the Eastern Star Manual may write to Bro. Rob Morris, at New York 
City. 

Masonic Law and Usage. — We will continue to reply to questions upon 
these subjects*. But our correspondents must enclose postage stamps to cover 
expenses of postage and stationery. We can not any longer endure the bur- 
den of furnishing both time and money without return. A few stamps from 
each correspondent will not be felt by them, but will make to ua a difference 
of many hundred dollars a year. 

Increase our Subscription Lists. — Every reader of the Voice is an au- 
thorized agent for it, and we look to such to enlarge our circulation. If each 
of our present patrons would secure only one more subscriber , the gain to us 
would be immense. Brethren : remember the needs of the hard-pressed 
publisher, and give him the aid of your purse and influence. 

Advertisements. — We solicit advertisements for our Business Sheet. Our 
circulatiou is unequalled by any other Masonic journal ; we reach the best 
Masons in every Lodge ; our terms are as low as any, and we solicit adver- 
tising patronage accordingly. 

Uniformity or Rituals. — The work of general and thorough Uniformity 
in Rituals is advancing day by day with an irresistible momentum. Vain are 
denunciations ; vain the torrents of abuse and calumny. The most consider- 
ate, the most conservative members of the fraternity, men who never united 
in a Masonic effort before, are uniting in this, while the masses of the breth- 
ren are resolved to have nothing less than general and thorough uniformity- 
We invite the correspondence of all who revere the ancient landmarks. 

Copies of Proceedings, Addresses, By-laws, &c.,&c., are solicited, as here- 
tofore. Address them to care of Bro. Bailey, as above. Give us early no- 
tices of deaths, casualties, celebrations, festivals, &c., Ac. The office of Bro. 
Rob Morris has beenjpermanently established at New York. 
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The Loving Tie. . 

Well has the poet sung : 

“The loving tie we feel, 

N o language can reveal ; 

’Tis seen in the sheen of a kind brother’s eye ; 

It trembles on the ear,” etc. 

Who that feels the heart of a Mason beating within his breast, 
has not felt this? Who has not recognized in the hand-grip, the 
tones of the voice, and expression of the countenance, of the 
fellows with whom Masonry enables him to associate, that there 
is a reality in Masonic attachment, of which the world knows 
nothing, and which indeed constitutes the secret op Masonry ? 
If the reader replies, “ I have never felt these things,” then let 
him take it to himself that he was not first prepared in heart to be 
made a Mason ! 

W e said this loving tie is the real secret of Masonry. We repeat 
it. It is the greatest of all mysteries, the mystery of Love. It 
is of the same that animates the mother’s heart, to die for her 
child. Wtio can explain it, yet who has not felt its truth? 

The author of “ The Masons’ Home,” labored with this thought 
when he sang : 


Digitized by LiOOQle 



146 


The Loving Tie, 


“Where hearts are warm with kindred fire, 

And love beams free from answering eyes, 

Bright spirits hover, hover there, 

And that's the Home the Masons prize ! 

The writer has been in many such a “ Masons’ Home in many 
a secret apartment, high raised above the world, very nigh to 
heaven, where the loving tie was a tie of might, where the lov- 
ing fire was a fire of power, where the loving eyes directed 
from every part of the room upon the “ Open Word,” in the 
centre, gave, were it possible, additional holiness to the Sacred 
Volume; where every word spoken was as if a benignant spirit 
from off the, altar had touched their lips with a live coal. He has 
witnessed the closing of many such a lodge, and felt when he 
departed thence, as the three fishermen of Galilee felt when they 
left the Mount of Transfiguration, “ sorrowing that they were 
forbidden to tabernacle there for the remnant of their days.” He 
remembers many such a lodge as the place where souls were 
fitted through the influence of the loving tie for “ the Celestial 
Lodge above, where the Supreme Architect of the Universe 
presides.” 

Oh, brethren, cultivate this loving tie ! It is the best of your 
possessions, the most precious reward that Freemasonry can offer 
you in return for your time, money, and other sacrifices. It is 
all that repays you for the heavy bonds you have assumed to be- 
come a Mason, the infraction of which brings down upon an 
erring brother such lasting disgrace. Cherish the loving tie and 
allow no man or body of men to make innovations upon it. Look 
with suspicion, as upon a Judas, upon the person who endeavors 
to introduce confusion into your counsels. Harmony is the first 
element of brotherly love, and he who displaces harmony for dis- 
cord is a worse, because a more dangerous character, than Morgan 
himself. 

Vain are the efforts of Masonic writers to establish a literature 
of Freemasonry, vain the attempts of Grand Lodges to give body 
and form to its jurisprudence, if the loving tie is absent from its 
meetings. The world will judge Masonry by its printed prof es- 
sions of harmony and love , and should the intercourse of Free- 
masons with one another not correspond with those, the whole 
system will be condemned as hypocritical and false. Milton pow- 
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erfully says of the jangling noise of words that followed upon the 
“ Confusion” at Babel : 

“ Forthwith a hideous gabble rises loud 
%/ Among the builders ; each to other calls, 

Not understood, till hoarse, and all in rage 
As mocked, they storm.” 

See that such is not the case with you. 


We clip the following from the Newbern (N. C.) Times : 

Orr Lodge, No. 104, F. and A. M., was re-organized in Wash- 
ington, N. O ., on the 8th of March, 1864, under authority of the 
Grand Lodge of North Carolina. The officers of the Lodge were 
installed by Past Master A. A. Rice, of this city, assisted by Bro. 
G. H. Boos. The officers of the Lodge are as follows : William 
A. Harris, W. M.; Frederick Gallagher, S. W. ; Joseph G. Myer, 
J. W. 

A petition has also been sent to the Grand Lodge of North Car- 
olina for the re-organization of St. John’s Lodge, No. 3, of this 
city. It was numerously signed by members of the lodge, and 
has been forwarded. This lodge was one of the oldest lodges in 
the State, having been originally organised in 1772, and receiving 
its charter from England. 

Soon after the departure of Gen. Burnside from this department 
the building owned by St. John’g Lodge of F. and A. Masons in 
this city, was taken from the Fraternity and used for a hospital, 
and its furniture scattered. This act has been viewed with regret 
by the Order, and for some time it has been in contemplation to 
endeavor to recover the property, restore it to its former condition 
and hold it in trust for the owners, whenever they should re-or- 
ganize and claim it We are happy to inform our Masonic breth- 
ren, that through the active exertions of Hon. Peter Lawson, a 
request has been issued by Gen. Butler to Gen. Peck to have the 
property collected and restored to its original condition, and placed 
in the hands of a committee in trust. Gen. Peck, like a soldier 
and true hearted gentleman, is entering into this movement with 
a hearty good will, and is furnishing the committee with every 
order and facility to carry this noble purpose into execution. We 
can assure the Fraternity across the line, who still cherish an affec- 
tion for this lodge, and who have been connected with it, that this 
beautiful building and its surroundings will soon be in as good 
condition as they ever were, and the “ inner chamber” as richly 
furnished. The committee, further, are to restore all this to the 
lodge whenever they are empowered to resume their work by the 
Grand Lodge of the State. 
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Well Digested Questions. 

The celebrated Masonic traveler, Elisha D. Cooke, in calling 
upon a lodge, abroad, for information, applied to the officers the 
following test-questions : 

1. What are your fees for initiation, and what your dues ? 

2. Do you give Masonic lectures ? Have you a library ? ' 

3. What is the numbeer of your members ? 

4. Do you make a regular investigation into a candidate’s char- 
acter ? How ? 

5. What discipline do you exercise over your erring brethren ? 

6. Has your lodge been honored with members of civil or mili- 
tary distinction ? 

7. What plan do you pursue in dispensing charity? 

8. Do you print your By-laws and the various forms used by 
your Secretary ? 

9. Have there been any Corner-stones laid by your lodge, or 

by Grand Lodge in your vicinity ? « 

10. By what process do you select material for your work? 

11. Have you a system of charity for the sustenance of widows, 
orphans, and distressed brethren ? 

12. What protection have you against imposters ? 

13. Are there any of your officers receiving compensation for 
Masonic services ? How much ? 

14. Any Masonic events of interest occurred in your vicinity? 

15. Is there any person in your vicinity who possesses rare 
Masonic works? 


The Old Records. 


Bro, Sidney Hayden, of Athens, Pa., in a recent letter to the 
editor, says, “ The old lodges of Central and Western New York 
afford a rich field of research. That territory was settled soon 
after the close of the Revolution by a mostly New England emi- 
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gration, and many of the pioneers were men of character and 
worth, who had been made Masons in the lodges of the army, or 
the local lodges of New England, and as soon as openings were 
made in the forests, Masonic altars were erected, and echoes of 
the Masonic gavels followed the sounds of the woodman’s axe. 
The formation of Masonic lodges often preceded the formation of 
Christian churches in the first settlements of that region. 

“ Many of the old records were destroyed daring the dark ages 
of Morganism, and many I find scattered away from lodge-rooms 
in private. hands, and in my excursions I am gathering up much 
that is interesting to me.” 


Latin Analogies. 


BY BRO. JOHN BEACH, A. H. 


I perceive, Brother Morris, that you are fond of analogies, sim- 
iles, contrasts, etc. Let me help you to a few from the Mantuan 
Bard : 

Eneid , 1st, 369-70. Quibus vehistes quove tenetis iter ? 

408-9. Cur dextrae, etc. 

430 and 435. Qualis apes, etc. 

455. Artificumque, etc. The concord of the work- 
men among themselves. 

595. Parian marble. 

Eneid , II, 133. Compare and contrast the doomed victims, 
“And now the fatal day had come. Preparations for my sacrifice 
began. The salted cakes were made, the fillets bound about my 
temples.” Then the contrast. “ I confess it, I snatched myself 
from death, I broke my bonds and hid myself,” etc. How differ, 
ent this was from her who, just as the sun was reaching the me- 
ridian, came with her retinue of sad companions to meet the 
gleaming sword of her father. 

Eneid IV. 518. Here vinculum has the sense of sandal and the 
translation will show how Masonic is the passage. 
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Masonic Events that Occurred in April. 

BIRTHS OF PERSONS WHO BECAME DISTINGUISHED MASONS. 

1777, 12th — Henry Clay; he became Grand Master of Ky. 
1792, 12th — Lord Durham. 

1766, 10th — Lawrence, Earl of Zetland. 

1811, 15th — George W. Bartlett. 

1791, 23d — James Buchanan. 

1813, 23d — Stephen A. Douglas. 

1807, 25th — William H. Milnor. 

1789, 11th — Ignatius A. Few. 

INITIATIONS OF MASONS AFTERWARDS DISTINGUISHED. 

1809, 1st — The Philosopher Wieland. 

1846, 6th — Robert C. Jordan. 

DEATHS OF DISTINGUISHED MASONS. 

1860, 28th — John Masson. 

1831, 14th — Isaiah Thomas. 

1842, 3d — Thaddeus M. Harris. 

1814, 7th — William Hutchinson. 

1844, 7th — General Morgan Lewis. 

1841, 11th — Major R. C. McDonald. 

1857, 12th— E. Smith Lee. 

1859, 14th— Hon. George M. Bibb. 

1858, 15th — William R. Cannon. 

1790, 17th — Benjamin Franklin. 

1842, 20th — Samuel Thaxter. 

1843, 21st — Duke of Sussex. 

1848, 21st — Bela Latham. 

1785, 27th — Prince Julian Maximilian. 

1862, 23d — Bishop James H. Otey. 

1859, 25th — James Elliott Hyndman. 

CORNER STONES MASONICALLY PLANTED. 

1853, 7th — University at Nashville, Tenn. 
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1854, 12th — Statue to Henry Clay, New Orleans, La. 

1853, 13th — Episcopal Church, Austin, Texas. 

1821, 16th — St. John’s Chapel, Lexington, Ky. 

1841, 16th — Masonic Hall, Lincoln, England. 

1809, 17 th — Masonic Hall, Philadelphia, Pa. 

1854, 18th — Mechanics’ Hall, Toronto, C. W. 

A. L., 2992, 21st — Solomon’s Temple, on Mt. Moriah. 

A. D., 1838, 26th — Europa Light House, Gibralter. 

1841, 26th — Literary Institute, Gravesend, England. 

1842, 28th — Rutherford Monument, Glasgow, Scotland. 

1860, 7th — Masonic Hall, Greensburgb, La. 

1831, 11th — Masonic Hall, Tuscaloosa. Ala. 

1*"71, 3d — Cowgate Episcopal Chapel, Edinburgh, Scotland. 

EDIFICES, &C., MASONICALLY DEDICATED. 

1855, 28th — Masonic Hall, Clinton, Ky. 

1827, 3d — Masonic Hall, Georgetown, S. C. . 

1860, 12th — Statue Henry Clay, New Orleans, La. 

1831, 30th — Masonic Hall, Stoughton, Mass. 

CASUALTIES. 

1856, 28th — Masonic Hall, Benton, Ark., destroyed. 

MASONIC GRAND BODIES ORGANIZED. 

1840^ 6th — Grand Lodge of Illinois (re-organized). 

1857, 7th— Grand Commandery of Michigan. 

1854, 12th — Grand Commandery of Pennsylvania (re-organized). 
1787, 17th — Grand Lodge of Maryland (re-organized). 

1850, 19th — Grand Lodge of California. 

1821, 21st — Grand Lodge of Missouri. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

1811, 1st — Freemasons Monthly Magazine, Phil a., Pa., begun. 

1828, 1st — Amaranth, Boston, Mass., begun. 

1834, 1st — Freemason’s Quarterly Review, London, Eng., begun. 

1855, 1st — Masonic Messenger, New York City, begun. 

1857, 1st — Western Freemason, Iowa City, Iowa, begun. 

1846, 3d — Col. Tynte installed Grand Master Knights Templar, 

of England. 

1813, 7th — Duke of Sussex installed Grand Master of England. 
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An Appalling Calamity , etc. 


1350, 23d — Order of the Garter instituted. 

1825, 23d — Lafayette visited Grand Lodge of Louisiana. 

1748, 25th — Masonic Temperance Society in Italy. 

1738, 28th — First Papal Bull against Freemasonry. 

1783, 28th — Alexandria Lodge at Alexandria, Ya., chartered. 
1852, 28th — Masonic Charity Ball, Dublin, Ireland. 

1733, 30th — Provincial Grand Lodge, Mass., chartered. 

1771, 18th — Solomon’s Lodge, No. G, Poughkeepsie, N. Y., or- 
ganized. 

1747, 30th — Lord Byron installed Grand Master of England. 


An Appalling Calamity, 

In the explosion of the gunboat “ Chenango,” at New York, 
recently, a number of the victims were members of the Masonic 
Order. Their burial was superintended by Fortitude Lodge, 
Brooklyn, N. Y., and Hoboken Lodge, Hoboken, N. J. Some 
three hundred brethren united in the proceedings. A committee 
of Fortitude Lodge accompanied the remains of two of the vic- 
tims to Baltimore, Md. 




A late Richmond paper has the following with reference to a 
fire which recently took place in that city : “After more than an 
hour’s contest, the flames were stayed at the Alabama House, on 
Main street, and at the bookstore of J.W. Davies, on Ninth street, 
both of which were saved at the expense of a wreck between. 
Powers’ statue of Washington, executed in Italy, and belonging 
to Masonic Lodge, No. 4, of Fredericksburg, the lodge in which 
Washington was initiated, was saved from injury frqm the fortu- 
nate circumstance that it had been boxed around with stone and 
wood. The statue was in the rear of the buildings destroyed, and 
was on rollers ready to run out, but was not removed. The ground 
upon which stood the buildings swept away by the flames is the 
property of the Grand Lodge of Masons. The war interrupted a 
project at one time on foot, to erect a Masonic Hall of imposing 
dimensions upon the site recently occupied by the late ricketty 
buildings that ever stood a combustible invitation to incendiaries, 
especially since important government property stood in danger- 
ous proximity.” — JY IT Despatch, 
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Unpublished Documents, 

In various issues of the Voice, we have given our readers an 
inkling of a contest that for some years past has been raging be- 
tween contending ritualisms in the State of Illinois. That we 
have not devoted more space to this subject is owing to our lim- 
ited number of pages, but our readers have learned enough to 
know that on th6 one side is the honest and fixed determination 
to secure old and well authenticated Work, on the other an effort 
bred in the disreputable “Baltimore” scheme of 1843, to deface 
time-honored landmarks. What the result of the contest will be 
needs no prophet to foreshow. To doubt of success in such a 
warfare as this is to doubt of the vitality of Freemasonry itself. 

In the last session of the Grand Lodge of Illinois, means were 
brought to bear to secure the present triumph of the wrong, that 
are sickening to contemplate. A press had been established ex- 
pressly in aid of the effort. The State had been canvassed by the 
Grand Secretary, himself the leading actor in these outrageous 
proceedings, and whose stake of success was reelection to office^ 
with large emoluments. A large sum of money was appropriated 
by the majority in Grand Lodge to compensate him for his ser- 
vices in securing his own private interests! Legislative enact- 
ments had been sought for, to trample down the best established 
landmarks. Chancery injunctions were had to restrain the Grand 
Master from the performance of most important functions. But 
the list of these infractions of decency, order, and Masonic cove- 
nants is too long for insertion here. The time will come for the 
publication #f the whole sad story. 

Among the means adopted to secure the victory of wrong over 
right, one was to expunge from the Grand Master’s Address (F 5 
M. Blair,) every thing calculated to show up these scandalous 
proceedings. We have secured a portion of these unpublished 
documents, from which we now proceed to condense the spirit. 
The reader may be assured of the genuineness of our quotations: 
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Unpublished Documents . 


“In my Address of 1862,” says Grand Master Blair, “ after 
commenting upon the Work, I stated that I was of opinion that 
a more pure, compact, clear, or elegant Ritual can not be found 
in America than that known as the Webb Work, taught by one 
of his associates to John Barney, and by John Barney as he orig- 
inal^ received it. I advised that it should be practised in every 
lodge in this jurisdiction. This was referred to a committee, of 
which Brother Lavely was chairman, who reported a cheerful en- 
dorsement of the positions I had taken, and advised that the 
whole subject of Work be left, without further legislation by the 
Grand Lodge, in the Grand Master’s hands. 

“ In accordance with these views, and of the By-laws of the 
Grand Lodge, I have endeavored to promulgate the Webb Work 
in this jurisdiction, as originally received by John Barney, and 
taught by him in Ohio, before the Baltimore Convention of 1843. 
I have personally visited many lodges and convocations of lodges 
and exemplified the entire Blue Lodge rituals. In other instances 
I have caused the same to be done by lecturers whose Work bad 
been approved by me, thus endeavoring in the fullest manner pos- 
sible, to disseminate truly the ancient Webb-work. 

The Work which I, with my assistants, have promulgated the 
past year is, without doubt, that received by Barney as above. 
We are assured by many old Masons, made more than 40 years 
since, who have witnessed our exemplification of it, that it is “the 
ancient Webb Work.” Masonry permits no’ man or body of men 
to make innovations in the body of Masonry, therefore the “ Bal- 
timore” innovations of 1843 can be of no binding force or effect. 
This was well shown by a committee of the Grand Lodge of Illi- 
nois, in 1845, who, in reporting upon this very subject, said that 
they entertained a most decided aversion to the “ Baltimore” 
proposition of triennial convocations of Grand Representatives, 
and added theses significant words, “ They have too distinctly in 
remembrance the Convention at Baltimore, with all its bitter fruits, 
the jealousies, the disputings, the rancors, and the schisms which 
have been its consequences. But that anything has been deter- 
minately settled by it, or discrepancies in any considerable degree 
diminished, can not justly be claimed , for a fair observation has 
given abundant evidence that the sum total of discrepancies 
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and disagreements in Work on all sides, is as great as has ever 
existed among us. In the couflict at present existing, appeal to 
the decisions at Baltimore is well nigh useless, for first , where 
those decisions can be ascertained, they are regarded as wanting 
in authority, and second, 'because of the confessed difficulty in as- 
certaining what was agreed upon at Baltimore, owing to the varied 
assertions of those who have been looked to as the reporters of 
the doings of that Convention, and the disagreements among them, 
little satisfaction can be obtained regarding them, and so, of ne- 
cessity, private judgment must finally determine any question at 
issue.” 

“ With a single exception,” proceeds Bro. Blair, “ nothing has 
transpired to mar the peace and harmony which should ever exist 
between the Grand Lodges with which this Grand Lodge is in 
correspondence. That exception is in the Grand Lodge of Mis- 
souri, which body, at its Annual Session in May last, legislated 
largely concerning an Association, styled ‘ The Conservators,’ 
and expressed various sentiments not in accordance with the 
teachings and genius of the Masonic Order. An edict was adopt- 
ed by that Grand Lodge which prohibits any Mason in that juris- 
diction from recognizing as a Mason, any person who has been a 
member or has ever been connected with the so-called ‘Conserv- 
ator Association,’ unless such person shall voluntarily and in open 
lodge recant and denounce- such Association by taking the follow- 
ing oath of renunciation, viz., “ I do solemnly declare, on my 
honor as a Master Mason, that I have never belonged to the so- 
called Conservators’ Association ; that I do not now belong to 
the same, and that I do and will forever denounce and repudiate 
the system and all connected therewith.” 

“ Thus the Grand Lodge of Missouri has closed her doors 
against her sister Grand Lodges, and virtually debarred Masons 
of her own jurisdiction from visiting Lodges in this and other 
jurisdictions. The so called ‘ Conservators’ Association ’ having 
been dissolved within this jurisdiction by its own voluntary act, 
at our last Annual Communication, it no longer exists among us. 
Yet by the edict of the Grand Lodge of Missouri, a large number 
of good and true Masons, some of whom held high official posi- 
tions in this Grand Lodge, who were elected to such positions 
with the full knowledge on the part of the Grand Lodge that 
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they had been connected with said Association, have been declared 
traitors by the Grand Lodge of Missouri, and new tests are to be 
imposed upon them before they can be recognized as Masons by 
our brethren on the other side of the river. This test none of 
them will, or can take without sacrificing^ very principle of man- 
hood and honor as Masons. We trust our brethren of Missouri 
will see the injustice they have done, and the unmasonic spirit 
they have manifested, and remember that the unfailing signs of 
recognition by which the nipmbers of our mystic brotherhood 
have ever been recognized can not be changed with impunity by 
requiring new tests unknown to ancient Craft Masonry.”* 


Moral Influence of Freemasonry. — No one who has any 
acquaintance with the interior working and arrangements of our 
Lodges, cafa doubt that the Order is capable of producing results 
far above and beyond what many have ever anticipated. It asso- 
ciates men for mutual support; it brings to the distressed friendly 
attentions, and tender sympathy. But it reaches furthei than this. 
It has an influence over its adepts, of which they themselves, per- 
haps, are not always conscious. It disciplines them into orderly 
and methodical habits, — into habits of silence and secresy. Every 
thing in the Lodge room, — the most trifling ns the most impor- 
tant, — has its appropriate place. Every word, every act, every 
motion, is governed by w r ell-known laws and customs. Each 
brother knows his place, understands his duty, learns to be respectful 
to those who are temporarily his superiors, and courteous to his 
inferiors, and obtains a truer view of his relations with his fellow 
men. These lessons which are impressed upon his mind in the 
secret assmbly, — this discipline, to which he is there subject, soor. 
produce their fruits in the world without, and in his outward life. 
There is scarcely an instance where men have not been much 
improved on becoming members of the Masonic Brotherhood. — 
Boston Herald. 


* The Grand Secretary of Missouri having applied for admission to the 
Grand Lodge of Illinois, as a visitor, an objection was made to his admission, 
a large number of representatives voting against his, entrance. Neverthe- 
less the majority assented, and he came in ! 
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A Good Mason Described. 


More than one hundred years ago an anonymous English writ- 
er describes the amiable character of “ a good Mason,” in such 
language as the following : 

“As we call any building or piece of architecture perfect, which 
has all its parts, and is finished and completed according to the 
nicest r,ules of art, a Brother is in Jike manner said to be a good 
Mason , who has studied and knows himself, ahd has learnt and 
practices the first and chief end of subduing his passions and his 
will, and tries to the utmost of his power to free himself from all 
vices, errors, and imperfections ; not only those that proceed from 
the heart, but likewise all other defects of the understanding which 
are caused by custom, opinion, prejudice, or superstition ; he who 
asserts the native freedom of his mind and stands fast in the lib- 
erty that makes him free ; whose soul is, if one may so express 
it, universal and well constructed , and also despises no man on ac- 
count of his country, or religion, but is ready at all times to con- 
vince the world that truth, brotherly love, and affording relief are 
the grand principles on which he acts. His whole life will be con- 
formably and agreeable to that true light, the Law of God , which 
shines clear to his heart, and is the Model by which he squares 
his judgment. * * In fine, all Masons should be pious, pria- 
dent, just, temperate, and resolutely virtuous.” 


A Great Calamity* 

A sore calamity has befallen the Masonic Order in the destruc- 
tion, by fire, of the records, etc., of the Grand Lodge of Massa- 
chusetts. This sad event occurred April 5, 1854. The Ereemason’s 
Hall, which was removed a few years since to the building adjoin- 
ing the Winthrop House, Boston, was entirely destroyed, involv- 
ing the loss of $156,000 worth of property which, it is said, was 
but partly insured. The Hall was situated corner of Boylston 
and Tremont sts. The telegraphic despatch says, “ The burning 
of Freemason’s Hall involves hn irreparable loss in the destruc- 
tion of archives, portraits, valuable relics, and regalia belonging 
to the Masonic Order. Hardly anything was saved.” 
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Honors to George Washington. 

Many lodges paid honorable mention of Washington upon re- 
ception of the news of his decease. Upon a recent visit to Clin- 
ton Lodge at Waterford, N. Y., we examined the records of the 
former lodge, “ Orleans, No. 43,” at that place, and made the 
following extracts : 

“ Orange Lodge, No. 42, opened as extra, 27th December, 1799. 
Present — Samuel Stuart, W. M.; Moses Swift, S. W.; Seth Baker, 
J. W.; Ira Scott, Treas.; Matt. Gregory, Sec.; Andrew Wolsey, 
S. D.,jt>. t; Thomas Smith, J. D t.; John Stearns, John Vin- 
cent, David Galpen, John Walderon, James Godfrey, Jeremiah 

Vincent, Fitzgerald, John Tillerman, John Darby, John 

Moon, Nathan Green. Visiting Brethren — Gideon Olmstead, 
Scribner. 

Lodge opened. Brother John Stearns delivered an Oration. 

. Moved and voted that Brother Gregory be a committee to call 
on Brother Stearns for a copy of the Oration delivered this even 
ing, and if agreeable to Brother Stearns the same to be printed 
in the Albany Centinel. 

Voted, that the members of this lodge go in mourning, with a 
piece of crape round the left arm, for six weeks, for our GREAT 
s and very worthy Brother GEORGE WASHINGTON, deceased. 
Also that it be left with Brother Gregory respecting publishing 
of wearing mourning six weeks. 

Voted, that the Worshipful be a committee to write and send 
the money collected, to Brother Van Vechten, of 45s 6d. Paid 
the same to the Worshipful. 

Received. £ 8 D Paid Out. £ S D 

John Derby, 5 To Bro. Smith, 6 

James Godfrey, .. . 6 Bro. Stuart, 16 6 

John Moore, 20 The Tyler, 8 

From Brethren, . . 1 10 6 - 

1 10 6 

I 3 16 

Due the Lodge, 1 10 6 

1 11 0 

At the succeeding January meeting the following record appears: 
“ On motion, Resolved , that the members of this lodge individ- 
ually attend at Albany, to-morrow, 9 o’clock, with the other lodges 
in commemoration of our worthy Brother George Washington. 
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The Level and the Square, 

The history of the Ode, known by this name, presents several 
interesting facts. Thrown upon the currept of Masonic literature 
in the American Freemason , Sept, 1854, it was not copied, we 
believe, or quoted, rehearsed or noted, by any one, until the intel- 
ligent eye of Bro. B. B. French, since Grand Master of Knights 
Templar of the United States, marked it, and his influential pen 
gave it currency. Shortly afterwards it struck the attention of 
that veteran Masonic litterateur of Vermont, Bro. Philip C. Tuck- 
er, Grand Master, who thus addressed its author, in a letter writ- 
ten about October, 1856: 

“When I heard Bro. H. C. Demiug read those lines of yours, 
at the Hartford Banquet, I was not quite sure that his splendid 
manner and enunciation bad not deceived me as to their real 
value. When I saw them in print I read them fifty times over 
with great care, studied the thoughts you meant to communicate, 
and became gloriously satisfied that it was not Bro. Deming’s fine 
reading which had captivated me, but the sentiments of the beau- 
tiful lines themselves. A few days since, I dedicated a new lodge 
room at Richmond, Vt., and took it into my head that if, near the 
close of our ceremonies, I were to recite those lines well, it might 
have a good effect. So I ventured to do it, and I nejer saw such 
•an effect produced upon an audience by such means. When I 
got to the lines, 

“Already in the western sky the signs bid us prepare 

“To gather up our Working Tools, and part upon the Square,’* 

the Masons were either pale or crying ; and those who were not 
Masons, women and all, had an expression of intense thought 
upon their countenances, such as I never saw before upon the 
faces of men or women. You wrote the poetry, and are entitled 
to the credit of its influence and effect. I have no idea of offer- 
ing you flattery or incense, when I tell you that as a pure matter 
of Masonic feeling, nothing within my knowledge equals it, from 
the writing of Burns’ “Adieu” to the present hour. It must pass 
into our permanent annals, and carry your name and heart with 
it to the ages which are to come after it.” 

The Level and the Square has been frequently set to music, 
once by Bro. Morris himself, whose melody in three sharps has 
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The Might and Left Hand . 


been finely harmonized by Bro. F. R. Prohl, of Port Sullivan, 
Texas, arranged for the Melodeon. This melody is given in The 
Freemason's Almanac , for 1861 . Other composers have tried it. 
Bro. Ossian E. Dodge made it into a solo and chorus, which was 
published, Dec., 1860 , in Godey's Lady's Booh . The Masonic 
Harp and the Masonic Review gave each a set of notes to it 
Bro. John C. Baker has composed a melody to it, inferior in orig- 
inality and beauty to no other. 

For the past three years no programme of a Masonic Festival 
is considered complete without this lyric, and there are probably 
but few Masons in the United States, at least, who have not heard 
it sung or rehearsed. 


The Eight and Left Hand. 


The Christian lawgiver enjoins, concerning alms-giving, that 
W T e must net let the left hand know what the right hand doetb. 
This has reference to avoiding a public exhibition of our benevo- 
lence which would infallibly lead to hypocrisy. The injunction 
is based upon the necessity of humility which constitutes the dis- 
tinguishing mark of the Christian character. 

In Masonry, where all Scriptural emblems apply so well, we 
may use the idea, without perverting it, to the relation which ex- 
ists between the two degrees of Apprentice, and Fellow Craft 
Styling the Entered Apprentice the “left hand” of the Masonic 
system, (a term that is highly applicable, seeing that it is the 
weather part of the human body,) and the Fellow Craft the 
“right hand,” we see the aptness of the injunction, “let not the 
left hand know what the right hand doeth.” 

The objects, emblems, and structure of the Second Degree are 
essentially different from those of the First, and must be so taught 
land communicated to the candidate or infinite confusion will fol- 
low. The practice of conferring two degrees upon a candidate 
at; the same meeting is destructive of this individuality, and is to 
be deprecated. We have never allowed ourself to do it. 
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IN M EMOEIAM. 


SALEM TOWN, 

Born March 5 , 1779 : Died February 24 , 1864 . 


On the second morning following the last celebration of the 
birthday of George Washington,' the bust of Salem *Town, con- 
tained in the Art Gallery, at Albany, N. Y., a copy from the 
faithful and beautiful model by Palmer, fell and was broken in 
pieces. Is there a prescience in nature? At that very hour the 
spirit of the original was struggling with the bonds of its impris- 
onment in clay, and as the sun went down that evening, withdraw- 
ing his light from half the world, he left the eyes of Salem Town 
forever darkened. The Masonie patriarch died February 24th, 
1864, at the house of his son, at Greencastle, Indiana. He was 
buried at Aurora, N. Y., the place of his own residence, on Sun- 
day, Feb. 28, wanting only ten days of being 86 years old. His 
death leaves but one of the generation who, for more than 60 
years* have honored the Masonic institution in New York with 
unblemished lives, rare talents, and a devotion to the cause, equal- 
ly touching and rare. The survivor is Brother Mordecai Myers, 
of Schenectady, now in his 88th year, and a Mason of more than 
64 years standing. 

At the age of 86, the spirit, even of a worldly-minded man, be- 
comes calm and contemplative. The ambition of life ceased to 
stir his blood, its vahities no more mar him. He looks backward 
with surprise that matters so trivial could ever have occupied his 
attention, and forward with regrets that the realities of the life 
to come had not earlier occupied his attention. He sees life 
stripped of its illusions, and learns to value it at its real worth. 
How much more so with such a man as Salem Town 1 After a 
long life spent in educational pursuits, he ceased to engage in the 
active and busy scenes of every day life, and spent much of his 
time in meditation. The deeds of a long life came often in re- 
view before him ; the hopes of an immortal future afforded him 
unbounded themes of thought. 

2 -VOL. II.— NO. iv. 
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A New York writer quaintly sums up his Character: “ Quiet 
content, learned, his death leaves the world poorer by the great 
loss of a man who was in its earnest and in its truth religious , and 
so purely, simply and consistently, that it was life itself. When 
he spoke, as he ofteq $id, the intelligent Wqrds of Christian coun- 
sel, they were framed as in a golden border by that life. He was 
that man, that rare and picturesque old man, so seldom found, 
where good sense and knowledge, a choice of words, a strength 
of memory, pleasant pictures of the old time, just appreciation off 
the present time, always the. gentleman, always the Christian, 
where all these combined to give him first tank and place.” 

“ He died the death of the righteous man, of one Who, long, long 
years before the event came, had lived th* life of one. » Nor was 
he onlyof those > to whom the Simplicity of Faith is alone revealed ; 
his Vigorous mind reverentially, always solemnly, but with the 
dourage of bne who has preceded hik pathway by prayer, was a 
studeilt of the deeper mysteries of the Truths seeking to, open with, 
the touch -of) Revelation the prophetic ghteS ofilife^ They are 
repealed to him bowl The aged Student has the teaching of the 
Master, ‘what thou kiro west not now thou fehalt know hereafter.’ V 

As a Freemason, the character off Salem; Town is blended in 
our memory with the lineaments .of Tannehill, Scott,; Wingate, 
,and Tucker. ■» Those five zre tke Orders in Motal. Architecture 
upon which the temple of. our best memories is fouuded* We 
know' of no grace, beauty, or solidity in the mental structure that 
cdn not be hamed by- application to one of! those standards: / He 
Wds our .intimate acquaintance and steady friend. To us he opened 
hie mind freely. *' Long years, ago he began to send us packages 
of diis (Masonic collections, upon/ his annual summer sojourn at his 
residdnde in Aurora, N. Yj, nor did hointdrmit the generous work 
until these 1 acquisitions to mfr library are numbered' by hundreds 
and* We had received all • he possessed of a Masonic < chapter, 
save J i,feW woVks -that were endeared tbhim by peculiar men>0- 
riea.i His counsel was ever open to us ; . his! purse, . was AS freely 
-opdned whenever we announced ?a neW publication 0f{> a Masonic 
character* . To give [dignity to our Jabore as ;<rr t aa)d .Master* he 
.twice haute to, Kentucky upon otir invitatiob, and jonoe upon an 
occasion in which the present Grand* Master >of lewa^ Brother 

, * j f . i„ , 
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Q^iilf)^^playp4 a /jpiu?pifi»q^s part,, ftcfed ^ ^aplain^ and at- 
tracted great attention by his dignity and vener$b),e appearance. 

. YFcW.roeoi ittliis ysa^ werenio actiye ( asbeonHip steps, were 
brisk,: arid hisspeech' ever cheerful and an inflated,; ,Hif heart and 
tnind Were «much interested in the^ prosperity of of# country, ,eu4 
among one of his last audible prayers was thiff ; “ that.(3o4 in his 
infiirijt6.iiiercy would save and preserve bift n^ti{vp f lapd.” .,De ; was 
rein krkabie for , evenness ;of temper and . «cbeerfujnese of \ f disposi- 
tion >' and probablyi had not an enemy* in the> flyorid. v . • > \ v , • , * . . . , , • 
" On 'the 17th of December last*, he Was aitstakiked with numbness 
&nd dbldhess of 1 the left foot, ankle : and leg. > ; In a day or two it 
became' 'painful ahdgreW worse ? , unto his* sufferings; became • ex- 
tremfe. ' At first* it Was hoped th&t the • difficulty 'was buta rheui* 
ttiatic idttabk, but in this his'Metids tvere too yoon iindeeeived.’ilt 
Was d fcase of senile gangrene a difficulty peeuh&r J totheold $nd 
ififirffi, caused by an- Obliteration Of the' sffi'alP capillary blood ves^ 
slels, : by ; which 7 the ciireulatitfn is itripedfed, attd the r part? attacked 
los&fitfc vitality. 1 ,fl ,?rrt ^ - t 

He apprehended his case early in’ the attach,' and wh eh told 
.that;hpicpuld n^Qf five,. pnly replied “ that be was.. notd|sappointpd. 
Jpte, had resigned his case into the^hands, of his Eleay enty Father.” 

; Jp. reference to.^is spii’itual ( .conditipn^ hf, subj^teq.himselif to 
the most, rigUf ^elf ex;amipaft?^b and. although^ hehad those spirit- 
ual conflicts compipp to all GbristianSj be, w^s permitted through 
grade . Jo ^ejpice, :< ;i# < jthei , hop® qf j pipprtfllity {ftncj e^eri^al . .life. 
Through the entire,, period ^f hi^. sijC^ness— ^eaijiy thre^ months 
-r-^e W^S'/kih^y/Wtpist^rpd tp by relatives, and ; friend s r andjt)(jre 
all his sufferings tfl meeknes^, and ^ujpmission,. residing himSeif 
soul and body, into the hands of his Creator and Redeemer, feel- 
ing assured that through Infinite grace in Christ Jesus all would 
be Well. ‘ '* 1 ‘‘ !1 !>l *’.'d »’* -<’ { **I -. 1 / 'W t. 

S'oir the last 1 tWb'days' of 1 'his iflnessh&waS unable to articulate 
■^isrinctry, bflt 1 gaWe eVidehdes of COttsdibufeiieys by'matty rigns>of 
recognitidn. : Fbr U short pfefiod ! befcue he 7 ‘died he appeared’^#, 
bbhscidus,' and ^r^dtiilly ( ffiiled, ’ until 'atr last, •oftdhe bvetiing of 
Wedketfday*, thb' silVeribbrd w^' 'loosed; the’#bebl Was b^bken at 

the^ciSterh, an<i' tile ^pii'it; Wri1:hou W struggle 1 ,’ took ita flight to 

/«’*-• ihk ':*n* l-i'- )n#i- .p;.-: •>,!*» j»i W$w,, 

Jil, V, s«jin* u: ;r ij o in* m yf j{.:?mdj 
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In Memoriam, 


those shores where the wicked cease from troubling and the 
weary are at rest 

A visitor at the obsequies of Brother Town, at Aurora, N. Y., 
writes : “ It was with a sad heart that I turned away from the 
grave of all that is mortal of Salem Town. For more than 60 
years a Ma?on ; what a career! Who can compute the results of 
the labors of such a life as his? In education, in morality, in 
Masonry, ever a teacher, and ever foremost in instruction, he lived 
to see his views adopted by the best authors, and himself crowned 
as the American Humboldt, the father of the Savans of this 
continent And such a blameless life ; the man whose old age 
was not only without a rival but without an enemy. Hqw will 
Freemasons replace him? where is there one can answer to his 
name? Surely in the generation to come his grave in the ceme- 
tery of Aurora will be the Mecca to which many who love and 
revere out ancient Craft will pay a, pilgrimage. And when our 
Orators, casting about for a model of virtue, piety, and long at- 
tachment to Masonic precept and practice, shall seek for a name, 
that of Salem Town will suggest to them all the tenor of their 
discourse may demand.” 

Some who read this article will recollect a meeting which oc- 
curred at Hartford, Conn., in Sept., 1866, at which Bro. Town 
was present We allude to it merely to remai'k upon the great 
number of those* assembled there upon that occasion who “sweet- 
ly sleep beneath the Cassia’s bloom.” Bro. Town bimself, Chas. 
Scott, Philip C. Tucker, W. H. C. Melody, Barker, of R. I., Dun- 
lap, of Maine, Tucker and Pottle, of Vermont, Sommers, of N. 
Y., Stokes, of Ohio, Tyler, of Kentucky — how many pioneers 
have gone forward to open the way for all to follow ? - 


Lodge Reconcilements. — In the lodge we all meet amicably 
and converse sociably together ; we harmonize in principles though 
we vary in punctilios; we join in conversation and intermingle 
interests ; we discover no estrangement of behavior, nor aliena- 
tion of affection; we serve one another most readily in all the 
kind offices of a cordial friendship. Thus we are united, though 
distinguished, united in fundamentals, though distinguished by 
circumstantials ; united in one important Band of Brotherly Love, 
though distinguished by some peculiarities of sentiment 
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The Masonic Union of 1813. 

j I: ^ 

Considering the' importance of this event to a correct under- 
standing of Freemasonry as it exists in England and many of the 
British provinces, it is a matter of some surprise that we have 
had so little in print, outside of fugitive literature, concerning it 
The Craft in England, about the year 17 40,; divided upon a few 
questions more of a personal nature, we opine, than any other, 
and in 1813, fully 70 years afterwards, came together again. 
During that long interval the two Grand Lodges were warring 
against each other in print, “ running ” rival lodges and Provin- 
cial Grand Lodges, and carrying all over the Masonic world the 
animosities which fqrm so sad but necessary a partin every quar- 
rel of brothers. 

\ 

At last a reconciliation Was effetitedby the truly “John Bullish” 
project of electing two Princes of th^ blood, Edward and Augus- 
tus, the Dukes of Kent and of Sussex, as their Grand Masters 
respectively. A “ Lodge of Reconciliation” was formed, and the 
Masonic Union accomplished, the latter on the 27th of December, 
1813. The joint body was styled “The Union Grand Lodge,” 
the others having been termed respectively, “ The Grand Lodge 
of the Most Ancient and Honorable Fraternity of Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons according to #the Old Institutions,” and “ The 
Grand Lodge of the Most . Ancient and Honorable Fraternity of 
Free and Accepted Masons under the Constitution of England*” 

At the last Convocation of the former, on the 5th December, 
1813, when Edward, Duke of Kent, was installed for the last 
time, a lengthy and beautiful ode was presented, set to music by 
Brother Kelley, from which we extract the following as exhibit- 
ing the spirit of the Union of that period : 

Long by pur noble Athol led, 

.though innovation raised its head, 

" We trod the path secifre ; 

Beneath his banner kept the field ; 

The pillars of the Craft we reared, 

Its Strength and Beauty we upheld, 

Its ancient principles revered, 

And kept its Landmarks sure. 
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Now on this auspicious day, 

Safe beneath a Brunswick’s sway, 

We hail a Brunswick’s son ! 

fceijttfuite 

Feels all the precepts in his breast, 

By which our hearts were won. 

4; (it i' s.\ < ! !•» *}■':* :>■('> ; « * . • {ft < 

, Taught ^frtfanpian ardupu^ loil r , ? | 

When placed on India’s torrid soil, 
Oirmidfst Canadian sno%s'; 

, Hifl inartly heart was ma $4 Jtq f?el> f . , 
And wel\ he knew the art to heal , . ; 

’ 1 ’ His ftno^-creatures* woes. 1 - 4 1 

. Ili-j • VH t; 'I ‘ 

Fqr even in that distant world, . , 

11 In pity to mankind* 7 ' 1,1 ' 

Had! MAsonry* itSTOll unfurled, i? . . n 
, To. hie congenial mind. >t - . 

Benevolence, "tne action saw* 
v !( » And hailhi; the seed thug sown l : : 

, Lnstrqqted him in nature’s law, 

1 And claimed him for her own. 

7 lAofl do «t bph»14, the daip 
^Of purer skies and brighter days, 

''When 1 Ma^nr ^ ’b Unclouded blare 1 i . i 
three r fqld light shall shine lj ; ^ 

Wheq all 1o one grand temple drawn, 

Out* sllgh tly : differ^n*g forms xetisfed, /. 

. , And little jealousies- despised, j f , : ... 

In unity combine. 

> ■ n - j j , > ;i T - J * i a . ■ 1 

, i ]Fot .see ! from Heaven the peaceful doyp* 
With ojive, branch descend ! 

Augustus shall w*ith‘ Edward’ join/ * yi ' 

1 ; i AllJritalry to iefnd ;; i. • 

And taqght by t^eir fraternal lov<e< 

Our arms, our heiarts shall intertwine, 

The inioii to approve. . 

■if* ‘ t ' » T 1 -)l' -* ' ■ 1 ■ ■' •* ! ' 1 

Then Edward and 


Foi^ ndw beneath y the Brunswlckdine, ' 

One sysiew shtUiprpvaj),. >M j ‘ 

Q’er all the earth, with truth divine^ 

' Shall' Masonry ' extend its sway,*' 1 :i / * 

Till time ithplf shall pass ( away,; ■ ■ ■ ; , , • , ; . | 
In unity t6 shine. 

Then brothers, hajl the hind decree 
That gave them both to Masonry. 


■ 1. • 
J » r 

•’HI 


.J. 
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■ — ; : ■ ■■■*•■.; > < •/. • v-'l i .*.<•>;» • ■•;..■■■ 

' The late Grand Master of Scotland.' " 7 : 

Mi'i! !m *•:-.< ■ i ( ■ . ■ '• , .! ■ •* fU ' '*» ; > • 

The decease of the, t)uke of Athol e, “ (JVapd Master of Scot- 
land,” which occurred January, ^th, 1864, has eiicitea from the 
practiced pea of Brother D. Murray Lyon, ( of Ayr, a Masonic 
sketch, full of biographical incident, and affording an idea of the 
unaffected sorrow' felt ; by the Scottish craft at Xheirlgss. He died 
ip the fiftieth year pf his age, from a painful affection (cancer m 
the threat). , , . p cJ 

From the facile hand of brother Lyon we learn that the last 
time the Grand Lodge *>f Scotland had mourned the loss of a 
“ Master in ? Ij3rae],” was in 18^1, when Grand Ma^ter^ the Earl of 
Rothes, diecL The, Dyke of Athole was initiated in ^November., 
1841* and the same yeaj* .pade “Deputp (j Grapd Master,” Noy. 
30th, 1^43, he was installed Grand Mastpr ? apposition which he 
filled until his death 1 . “ Inuring the long period of twenty years 
his pame has been most Jyntir^ately , associated with the transac- 
tion^ and govern pent pf the praft irx Scotland. Undpr his auspices 
pid zealops ( (endeavors tp support dignity, ap<ji promote the 
benigp principles pf the brotherhood^ thp Grand Lodge of Scot- 
land ha vp^at twined to a (Pleasure of prosperity far exceeding that 
of any former period, and the fact of his having, for nearly a 
garter . .of , a, century, been by their unpinirnons voice, reelected 
head of the Order,, demonstrates the depth of fraternal regard 
entertained for him by the Brethren composing the Grpnd Lodge, 
their admiration of his character, and the confidence reposed in 
his ability, properly to discharge the function pf the exalted Ma? 
$onic position to, which, their suffrages had raised hipi.” 

The latp T lamented Grand Master had graduated through every 
Masonic rank from the. 1st to ^he 33d, and attained to considera- 
ble , distinption in.the Higher Gr^djBS. ^ ( 

“The name of Athole has for a hundred years been iinked with 
Freejnaepory. The third £>uke wa$ Granc^ Master , of Scotland 
in 1773 ; his successor ip jthe ; peerage filled .th^e same pffice, during 
177?^ was for thirty.-s^ven yegrs the Grand Master of the “ An^ 
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cient Masons ” of England, and First Grand Principal of the 
Supreme Grand lloyal Arch Chapter of Scotland during 1820-1. 
The present youthful representative of the family is also a broth- 
er of the Mystic tie, having been initiated in the Lodge of Dun- 
keld, No. 14, oft the morning of the 30th November, 1868, and 
introduced by his father to the Grand Lodge oh the evening of 
the same day.” * * * <c Having thus’ briefly sketched the 

Masonic history of our lately-deceased Grand Master, we might 
with equal brevity have shown how far his private character 
accorded with his Masonic profession, did not the ineffaceable 
epitaph of purest praise to his memory, written by the neutral 
world, prove to a demonstration that he was no mere speculative, 
theoretical Freemason but an operative and practical one, in the 
best sense of the term. Beginning at the first round of the mys- 
tic Ladder, his faith in the Great Architect of the Universe was 
as real as it was apparent ; and his consistent walk as a member 
of the Christian church runs parallel with the profession of one 
who, in the capacity of an aspirant for reception as a Soldier of 
the Cross, had circumnambulated the Gelta, and in spirit plucked 
a palm branch from the banks of the Jordan. In every relation 
of life he made the genuine ring of Masonry to be heard, squaring 
his actions of the Square of Virtue, and spreading the cement of 
Charity and Brotherly Love upon all classes of men with whom 
he came into personal contact; while the calm fortitude with 
which he contemplated the approach of the last enemy and girded 
himself for the unequal conflict ; the hope of a glorious resur- 
rection which cheered and supported him as he neared the valley 
of the shadow of death, harmonized beautifully with the teachings 
of the Order, whether conveyed through the oral allegories of the 
Lodge or the Written Word, that Lamp which should ever illu- 
mine the path of the mystic brotherhood, and must have afforded 
the richest consolation to that grief* trie ken wife and those other 
sorrowing relatives grouped around the couch of the heroic suffer- 
er at the moment of the soul’s departure for the realms of ineffable 
Light.” 

A Funeral Grand Lodge was held, February 1st, a i Edinburgh, 
the K. W. Oepute Grand Master, J. Whyte Melville, presiding. 
There was an unusually large gathering of the members of Graiid 
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Lodge, clothed in full Masonic mourning. An address of condo- 
lence was voted to the widow of the deceased Grand Master. 
Representatives from 91 lodges Vere present. An address was 
delivered by the Grand Chaplain, the Rev. David Arnot, a copy 
of which is given in the Scottish Freemasons' Magazine for March 
from which we have drawn the body of the present article. 

As a part of these impressive exercises the following Anthem 
was sung. It is the same, changing only the name Rosslyn to 
Athole , which was sung at the burial of the former in 1778 : 

Frail man ! bow like the meteor’s blaze, ^ 

How evanescent are thy days ! ; ^ 

Protracted to its longest date, 

How short the time indulged by fate ! 

No force death’s potent arm can brave, 

Ndr wisdom’s self elude the gr^ve. 

Where’er our various journies tend, 

To this we soon or late descend. • 

Thither from mortal eyes retired, 

Though oft beheld and still admired, 

Athols to dust his clhim resigns, 

And in sublimer regions shines. 

Let us, whom ties fraternal bind. 

Beyond the rest of human kind. 

Like Athols live, like Athclb die, 

Then join the Eternal Lodge on high. 


An Incident Worth PRESERViNG.-^-The wife of one of onr 
Brethren was a bitter maligner of Masonry. The Brother him- 
self was a poor man and had gone to a neighboring State to find 
work. Not being attached to any Lodge his wife had not been 
aware that he was a Mason. During his absenoe the Masonic 
brethren, privately, furnished the family with many necessaries of 
life. A message came, “ her husband was sick, likely to die, she 
must go to him;” But she had 'no means. 

Strangers c aided upon her; took her to the Station; bought 
her tickets, and placed a roll of bills in her hand; She was over- 
whelmed with surprise, and when she met her husband she asked 
the source of all this bounty. It is needless to add that her oppo- 
sition was not renewed. She will always be hereafter “ the 
Masons* friend.” U 'i. 
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Hours of Refreshment g,t Grand Lodge. 


COMMUNICATED BY A GRAND LECTURER, 

THE SECOND ARTICLE. 

When the excitement caused by tbe announcement of -Brother 
E. that he was the veritable orphan had subsided, Brother Brown 
was called upon to give us something in his line.. Now all knew 
Brother B. ; he was the Tubal Cain of those parts, a worker in 
metals, an old Mason, and rather an old man, although you could 
not have told his age by twenty years, for, as he used to say, he 
was “ well kept” 

All expected something good from Brother B., for he had a rich 
experience, and belonged to one of the, best lodges in the State, 
(Asylum, 57). I do not say this because I was Ihitiated, Passed, 
and Raised there, but because it turned out some of the brightest 
Masons in the State, among whom I can name Dr. Wm. Hyde, 
Past Grand Commander of that State, General Sanford, Capt. 
Amey, Capt. Pendleton, and lots of others, “hewed, squared and 
numbered in the quarry where they were raised.” It was likewise 
one of the first lodges called upon to stand the test in that dread- 
ful Anti-Masonic Tornado that swept over the whole country, and 
nowhere with more force than in Connecticut. 

At that time this lodge was large in its members, great in its 
influence, and strong in Masonic worth. But the time came which 
“ tried Mason’s souls;” many wavered and fell out by the way, 
yet many stood firm to the end. Asylum Lodge had both in its 
membership. Some did not think it their duty to brave the wrath 
of public opinion, but chose i rather to stop all home than to come 
to the lodge, and what lodge. in the country but had some sueh ? 
Yes* some lodges were composed alriiost wholly of such material; 
Notrso with Asylum. A i regular meeting came, and Dr. Hyde* 
th^n the W. ; M., repaired as usual to .the room ; three others werie 
there besides himself ! / 1 

The Dr. walked up and down, up and down, and what* thoughts 
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and resolved passed through that great bead and good heart none 
ever ‘knew./'' After walking for some time, he I quietly placed the 
gheat light® upon the Alta^‘ then loud and clear was heard the 
congregating kribckU ' All knew What it mearit. The officers took 
their places;; the door was e-ltysfedy and all became perfectly Jsiknt 
The Dr.>, with slowness, dignity and precision, advahced to the 
east of the Altar; a wave of his hand brought the< other three^ 
oneoh each side of the Altar $the Master knelt, , the Others the 
same;' Not a wohl was spoken $ they; knew their Master too well 
to ash questions,- and where he * led they w^re willing, to follow; 
A moment’s pause a& if in pr^yeV, and the' silence^ Was broken by 
the^ Master saying, “ Repeat ^our name and say after hie,” fthey 
obeyedy a&d he ^Continued, 4 “I, William Hyde, of my ow-n free 
mil ahd accordy ip the> presence of Almighty God and : these 
Brethren, do solemnly swear that there shall be a wbrkiing lodge 
of Mason^in Stonirtgtoh, ‘Connecticut, as long as toe fmtr Iwe? so 
help me God.” \ ^ v- 

'■’ ,i ^ey I aho8e'frbiii*thefir , Siieek, ; resolved to'do and if need! be 
for the ^Society they so much "loved. Th^y’ moved the retards, 
charter, ( rind such ‘things as they needed, from the lodgC-rbom, 
locked the door, and the irdn bdlt 'US 'it clicked into its placement 
a Chill to their ; very ! hearts j , for there they 1 ’had ' been' Initiated', 
Pa^eed and Raised ; there they had spent ha^ny happy hbttl^s. 
Now it Was locked, arid when and by whom it' should be opened, 
God^only knew ; in His hands they left it. ' ; n M t ' 1 

They took the articles to the Doctor’s. Over his office he had 
a roomy a kind of curiosity^ shop, in which dead men’s boned, 
herbs, drugs, etc., were scattered promiscuously around. This 
was; cleared, and after all- things bad beeh arranged to' their liking 
they tlierb Up theif Altar and proceeded ta. open their lodge! 
They had a Wj M., SjIW.y JL- W., and Secy., hut no Tyler, and 
the Dr; would as feodn think' of opening' a lodge without a chan- 
ter as without a Tyler, so dbwn stairs he goes to find orie. Now 
ypu ’must know the Dn was blessed ■ with, a wife , » a rkal wife , nonie 
of your anti^Masome. wivdsf who chn’tbear to havse their husbands 
know anythin g they do nb^ nor to go to any plao e they can not go 
with them. She* was a, ivoMAN, and 'that in Soripturecand Mason- 
ry means ^inore/thian; (fifty' times the;; modern - lady. > She was. a 
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woman of sense, and loved her husband, and floved Masonry, be* 
cause her husband was, as she said, “full of it” Well, to this 
good wife he went and told his troubles, and she ^as ever ready 
to help him. He told her to take her seat at the fodt of the stairs, 
outside but clqse by the door, and putting the instrument. of her 
office (the Tyler’s sword,) into her hapds, proceeded to install her 
by this singular address : 

Mrs. Hyde, I am going up stairs to open the lodge. I wish 
you to remain here and guard this entrance. If /any orie wishes 
to see me, knock on x the door and I will come down, but if any 
one attempts to pass you without my consent cut thorn, down .” 

The Dr. went up stairs, opened and closed the lodge ; and 
there they continued to hold their meetings, not for work, for there 
was none, but to i^hearse the ritual and to keep Jibeir arms bright 
against the time they should again open and resume labor. The 
Grand Lodge-Record shows that Ho* 57 had a representative there 
every year! f , < 

But the seqUel of the story is yet to be told, i One of the four, 
Bro. .Sanford, was taken sick. Dr. Hyde informed him that his 
work was almost done, and he believed he was called to receive 
his wages. The old man knew it and only answered, “ It is 
there are no stains on my apron, thank God.” Then placing his 
band on his heart, he added, “ My .mark has been redeemed by 
the .blood of the Lion of the tribe of Judah. 1 4 m ready to go* 
I have two requests to make, the first is, bury ; me as a Mason 
should be buried ; the next is, to see the other two ;> you know, 
Doctor, the other two; you bring them, Doctor;; we four, must 
be alone once more; yes, once more.” 

In the afternoon the three entered tbe chamber of the, dying 
brother. He was going faster than they had expected ; bis breath- 
ing was short; his eyes whre closed, aud but for the feeble respi- 
ration you would have thought him dead. But the familiar Steps 
of the Doctor appeared to arouse all his energies., . He ordered 
the room to be cleared, and at his request he was raised up. 
“Now, Brethren, gather around me and put your hands in mine.” 
The three advanoed and put their hands in, the now cold hands 
of the almost departed brother. “ Say J, repeat your name, and 
say after me.” The old man passed his hand over his forehead; 
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as if in doubt, but rallying again, said, “ No, no, I have not for- 
gotten it I have repestted it a thousand times, every time I have 
passed the old room I have stopped and repeated it. No, no, I 
have not forgotten it Say I, repeat your name, and say after* 

me, I, Joshua Sanford, of my own free will and accord, in the 

presence of Almighty God and these Brethren, do solemnly^ swear 
that there sflall be a working lodge of Masons in Stonington, 
Connecticut, as long as youtlyrqe live, so help me God.” 
i The effect was too much. The old man sunk back on the pil- 
low, and ere the sufi went down he had gone to his reward ! He 
was buried as a Mason should be, and although the Anti*Masons 
thought they had crushed out Masonry one hundred white aprons 
told they were “ not dead but sleeping.” 

That day the old lodge-room was opened, and continues open 
to give a welcome to all who knock aright. Such is the history 
of No. 57 as I received it from the Doctor himself. But I have 
got off the tracki again, and not given you that poetry promised 
in my last - I will try and do better next time. D. W. T. 


Masonic Disclosubes. — Rev. Bro. Charles Brockwell, in a 
“ General Charge to Masons,” delivered at Boston, Mass., Dec. 
27th, 1794, very neatly says', “All that should be disclosed of a 
lodge is this, that in ottr' meetings we are all good-natured, loving 
and cheerful one with another.” He then describes the Secrets 
of Masonry thus, “If a brother in necessity seeks relief, it is an 
inviolable secret , because true charity vaunteth not itself. If an 
overtaken brother be admonished, it is in secret , because charity 
is kind. If possibly little feuds, differences, or animosities should 
invade our peaceful walls, they are still kept secret , for charity 
suffereth long, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil. * * 

These are the embellishments that emblazon the Mason’s escutch- 
eon. And as a further ornament the Sprig of Cassia , of letting 
our light so shine before men that they may see our good works; 
and that, whereas, they speak against us as evil doers, they may, 
by our good works which they shall behold, glorify God.” 
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" /'An Old Masodio Song. ' ’’ - ! 

*n ' ' 'Hf “ r • • i. 

The Masonic literatyire of Scotland is much raore*full of songs 
than either the English or ’American, but the ' reader can only 
regret, after reading a batch of them and comparing them with 
Robert Burns’ 6ne matchless production ini the, same department, 
that either he had. written more Masonic lyrics or they less,, . 

On^ fong contains sp many suggestions of a historical nature, 
that your readers will perhaps like to have therti explained in the 
fotm'of a ruuning commentary. I will gite verse by wersei • 

Behold in a Lodge as dear brethren arfc met 1 1 ' “ ' 

And> ih proper order toget hen wes^t; i,-. : / r : i 

Our-secjrets to none but ourselves shall l^e knowD, 

Our actions' to none 6ut Freemasons are shb’yrn. 1 

The Scottish Masonic Constitutions require that brethren 
addressing each bthef in the lodgte, shall use the terms “breth- 
ren” and “dear brethren.?’ ?The “prOperovder” alUided to is the 
same, representing the same things, as at the present. The Mas- 
ter and Wardens and the inferior officers occupied the same rela- 
tive positions to the lodge and each other as now. The doings 
of the lodges were considered, and justly, as much “ secrets” in 
their essential nature, as the iqost secret part of the ritual itself, 
hnd their by-lrtwS thfeateried 1 expulsion ; t*o ; any ! membfcr u ‘ t£ho 
should reveal the proceedings of- the; lodge.” . j ,.)•* 

Left Wotherly !t>Ve b4 arfong us reviv’d ; • 

,n. bat’s by our laws tbaf . ws jds#y cpntrjy’d ; . , ; ; 

And then all the glo^ipus creation shall see 
' " ’ Thttt libne are so ldVihg, so tftendly aswe. *•* in*. i t 

The period 6f the production of this song, 1756,' *w&&' the <tinie 
Of the greatefet f 'heatiin; the celebrated ‘^Dermptt” quarrel* to 
which .further .adl.nsion is made . jin the. 3 V er^e,, . , The i^y opatiop 
(p^ptors peape.arpong tbe Qifaft i® therefore wisely timed. The 
Scotch Freemasons tot^k sides generally wifh'DeVmott. ‘‘ i " A 

n ^ . The Tempfc and many a magnificent pile, " * 

i Ev’h ’feulldihgi ndw'fet'atiding vtit-himoar oWu Isle, ‘ M ^ 

- i * yrigl bmuty, refined, , . .. j 

^ t ji, t With strength to sppj^qrt and the building to bind. 

. There «° .jOPWtry in t,he .wp^ld yhere so , close a connection 
Vas ever { .existed between Operative and speculative MasbnrW ! as 
In Scotland, MoVe corner-stones of churches attd 'phbiie nulla 
are masohi’ctaHy i laid' ! there' thafr ^isewherie^ and * ibis -allusion /tb 
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public buildings is therefore a suggestive' .one. The reader will 
not fail to see how the poet has wrought in the “ three supports 
of a lodge.’’ : • r * ■ ■ :• • f 

' *' Thdse noble grand structures wiH alwftyfe proclaim » 

What honor is due to a Freemason’s name. ‘ 1 

Even ages to coifae ifcheii o or work they do see 

. WULfetriv# with eaokptheMike tfs t° he free- 

Wbat though' some of late let their spleen plainly show 
’ They fain Would, d^ridfe What they gladly would khow, ' 

' ■ . Let evety* true brother thetee vermin despise, 

i ■ And the ancient grand Secret keep back from their eyes. 

The, quarrel between “Ancient 91 and “Modefh” in the last cen- 
tury 1 was pushed with a bitterness, of which the above language, 
repulsive ana m align atit as it is, gives btit a faint idea. To call 
brethren “ vermin” who differed from themselves so slightly that 
when the CJnion of 1812 took place, they could scarcely discover 
where the difference was,' reminds us of some ofthpse articles in 
your cotemporary 1 of Which you have lately spoken. The “'Der- 
mott * 9 party claimed 3 to possess what they called “th‘e ancient 
Grand Secret,” which 1 was exactly what tW Royal 4rch Degree 
teaches qt the present' day, rriinm all the cerendopies, obligations, 
and lectures, and this was mddO the ground of'the mbst savage 
Masonic quarrel, known to our history. " 1 1 

... [Then, brethren let’s all put o^r hand to our heart, . 

I% . . Afnd resolve from true Masonry ne’er to depart ; 

, . ’ . And when the last trumpe^on earth shah descend, 

’ ' 1 OW Lodge Willie Closed, 4nd but secrets' shall end. 1 

, j This ipjiinction in ip^cope is good enqughfor all tp follow, but 
Unfortunately; for its. application, ,it is 1 incited to the purpose, pained 
in the previous ..y,er^ i( , ‘f ;TruP. Freemasonry ” denoted; Masonry 
of the “ Dermott”; type* * The spngstprwaSjaimipg his shafts, tipt 
at immoral Masons,, hut, at brethren of l^e so-called “ Modern 
Grapd Lodge?” iyho, not, possessing “the ancient Grand Secret,” 
were mcnei^yernnu,” who derided; w r hat they could not acquire. 
-T-Masonia< MPtnthly* . .f :: . 

.. !.-.•■» ' «• • , • ‘ •••'• .i i 

tv r> ■ 1» TT -■ , . •• • 

' \ A Dedication. — W in. Hutchinson dedicated his “ Spirits of 
Masonry” ,as .follows : .“ To Benevolence that, great attribute 
of the Divinity, the emulation of which idignifies! the liliman race, 
this Work is niost devoutly dedicated ; with supplications to the 
Supreme that ’ the, Heavenly Influences of’ that ^Excellent Yiritiie 
may pt0^aii f witlf/Ma89p$, uqpolluted witty the. corruptions of the 
earth, th'rpugtypttyjaty nations^ and in, adages to the end of time. 
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The first Masonic funeral that ever took place in California, 
occurred in the year 1849, and was performed over the body of a 
brother found drowned in the bay o£ San Francisco. An account 
of the ceremonies states that upon the body of the deceased was 
found a silver mark of a Mark Master, upon which were engraved 
the initials of his name. A little further investigation revealed to 
the beholders the most outre exhibition of Masonic emblems that 
were ever drawn by the ingenuity of man on human skin. There 
is nothing in the history or traditions of Freemasonry equal to it 
Beautifully dotted on his left arm, in red and blue ink, which time 
could not efface, appeared all the emblems of an Entered Appren- 
tice. There were tne Holy Bible, the Square and Compass, the 
twenty-four inch Guage, and the common Gavel. There were 
also the Mosaic pavement, representing the ground floor of King 
Solomon’s Temple, the indented Tessel which surrounds it, and 
the Blazing Star in the centre. On his right arm, and artistically 
executed in the same indelible liquids, were the emblems apper- 
taining to the Fellow Craft degree, viz., the Plumb, the Square, 
and the Level. There were also five columns, representing the 
five Orders of Architecture — the Xu sc an, Doric, Ionic, Corithian 
and Composite. 

In removing the garments from his body, the Trowel presented 
itself, with all the other working tools of operative Masonry, be- 
sides all the emblems peculiar to the degree of Master Mason. 
Conspicuously on his breast were the Great Lights of Masonry. 
Over his heart was the Pot of Incense. On other parts of his 
person were the Bee Hive, the Book of Constitutions, guarded by 
the Tyler’s Sword, the Sword pointing to a naked Heart, the All- 
Seeing Eye, the Anchor and Ark, the Hour-Glass, the Scythe, the 
forty-seventh problem of Euclid, the Sun, Moon, Stars, and a 
Comet, the Three Steps, emblematical of Youth, Manhood, and 
Age. Admirably executed was the weeping Virgin, reclining on 
a broken column, upon which lay the Book of Constitutions. In 
her left hand she held the Pot of Incense, the Masonic emblem 
ot a pure heart, and in her uplifted right hand a sprig of Acacia, 
the beautiful emblem of immortality of the soul. Immediately 
beneath her stood winged Time with his Scythe by his side, 
“ which cuts the brittle thread of life,” and the Hour-Glass at his 
feet, which is ever reminding us that “ our lives are drawing to a 
close.” The withered and attenuated fingers of the Destroyer 
were delicately placed amid the long and gracefully Howing ring- 
lets of the disconsolate mourner. Thus were the striking emblems 
of mortality and immortality beautifully blended in one pictorial 
representation. It was a spectacle such as Masons never saw 
before, and in all probability, such as the fraternity may never 
witness again. The brother’s name was never known. 
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EDITORIAL OHnt-CHAT, TIDINGS & INTELLIGENOE. 

[This department, to which we shall give, the present year, a large space, 
is made of extracts frbm our daily correspondence, replies to queries, and 
brief notes of a literar^ and general character.] 

, . ' ■ Hi I '" ' V • 

— Here is one evidence among many Others, pf the timid defe- 
rence paid to British opinions by our Masonic fathers, in the 
frequent attempts made by them to write Masonic words to the 
air of “ God Save the King,-- the most Uncouth and unmusical 
air to which a Masonic Ode wa$ ever set... i Even .Webb, poet aad 
musician as he was, was misled in judgment under this abject 
submission to English tastes, and as a consequence, to this day, 
no Mark Masters 1 lodge can be held in the United States without 
the ear-torturing and lung-torturing execution of “ Mark Masters 
all appear, n to “ God Save the King.” If any of our Composers 
can set those words to another tune, they will save many a stone 
gquarer from the consumption or other pulmonary terrors, and 
merit the latsting gratitude of R. M. 

— There are few things in Longfellow better than 5 this : : ;% 


Here they so softly rest. 

Alb all fbi holy dead, •>- ! ' l f 
TJntorwhoso dwelliug-pl^ce \ v ■ 

Now doth my soyl draw near 1 
' Hhw they so softly rCst^ r J * ’ 1 1 
All iU their silent gfrwtfi ; \ 

Deep f to corruption 
4 1 : Slowly dhwn-sinking ! ‘ ' 1 


7 | 


.Andjthcy, no ledger weep ,[ r 
Here, where complaint is still ! r 

And thtey no longer f&el * ‘ ^ ; ; 

' Herd where all gladnesis flies l o > ’ 

And by the cypresses - , 

Softly o’ ershadowM,"- ' >‘V'n if 

n -• •} Uniil the Angfcl !*> 1' ; ; im in> * i i . i 

Calls them, they slumber ! 

3-VOL. IT.— MO. 1Y. 
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— Truly your history is but a counterpart of our own, of every 
man's who has striven to raise himself but a single step above the 
dead level of human affairs. Detraction, misrepresentation, mis- 
construction, are the three missiles flung after us, and lucky for 
us if we are not hit in the back and brought to the ground. But, 
as the poet sings : 


:mih 


1 H tim .ka 




Through the cloud-rock, dark and trailing, 

.... Must thpjr dSe'ahov* them.eailrng n *■ i 
*. 1-! O’er li/e’a -barren crags^ the vulture! >. 

* *!• I- t* "I "• ; ’ it >•» 


OT 7(1.1 

i ; 

>7* :n sf 

’•><j '1^; Tf< 


Such a fate as this was Dante’s, 

i i.i: . ! ; !. By ,£I— 

Thus were Milton and Cervantes, . . , 

: 1 *' I)I J Nature’s priests and ‘Co^fbhiites , ' ?! 1 ! • ' ‘ y>!i 1 

»» ? >7/ $ m touQhisdlanAbadd^md. nj. t ‘J 


T . And Hh^ jwoiid will yet acknowledge i4W beuefahtor^ though 
underrated £nd ’despised. * “ ^ • *i» : i •• i'’ - >; i «»* 

,*>• [/b: *!•»! . > U.% '♦»?,.*: d i u -v ,-.i. >-• ^<1 r.s; 

$• ^-Ybu ask fbr^f the purposes of the A^soclktiois»of the" Eastern 
®ta#iV' W^Tejplyhilthei wbfdstiof< their oWn By^Lafcte, **'W6 cwl- 
itivafc^/a social spirit among the ladles and! gentlemein ofthiffplace; 
4 o relipveahe>diatFje|fl qf the : po<>f arid dcstitjute >; 'to :cfO>m«ku^cate 
intere{sting:and/iinpprtant truths, which • have itheir foundation ki 
r^the.Wprd. of; fitody toj those > who,, fvop their, relationship tOi fhe 
Masonic fraternity, are entitled t» rieceivfejjtbpiii 5 and to hrighiein 
and strengthen the golden links, by which we are already bound 
together,? -{et^ \ etp, ; ^ : j t . <t j, r , | 


> \ \ r-*'* ^ *’ I 

— R. W. Brother R N, Brown, late Superintendent of the Lake 
Shore Rail Road % afl&'k^ted'kt Buffalo/ N. Y., has resigned 
that position and accepted .that of, Superintendent of the Belle - 
fontaine Rail Road . location, we teatfh, will be Indianapolis, 

Indiana. Wherever he ,gqes a b^igW ^fason and a perfect gen- 
tleman goes. Wherever he dwells may peace, health and pros- 
perity abide with hinfl? Iri hfr f {ylafcri* at '’Buffalo we greet an old 
friend, Brother J. L. Grai\t v wh qm, ^ye last ^net at Toronto, during 
the closing scenes o# the 1 old ^ Canada Imbroglio,” so happily 
settled and well-nigh forgotten!. ' t ‘, l j ' 

While on the subject of Rptk Roads We must say, after a life- 

' .VI .O 
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long gtpefciAAce ©fl thesbmodesof “ getting- through the wbrld,” 
that there is no better Railway! ip our, knowledge than New 
York and JEJrie, of which Bro! Barr, at Sew ^ort, ' is General 
Agent. For closeness of connections, e^p^ditipn> .safety, good 
conductors, cleanliness, and expansion of cars, and reasonable 
rates of fare, we pat it af/j&e head bf aft thfe ( It^fway^ leading 
out of the city of New ifork'.- t,a '* ‘‘ ^ 

TT‘ O '.?!>} .* v j >{'■' 

— Does not the Ancient Charges concerning the election of 
officers, forbid the practice of considering the 'Wardens as stand- 
ing 'candidates for the Mastership? The old book sa.ys,,^ All 
preferment among Masons is grounded upon real worth and per- 
sonal merit only $ ^therefore >no Mfester Warden • or ! other officer 
shall be chosen by seniority , but by his merit.” r > " 

— The lodge at Bethel, Indiana, No. 250 , gives as a preamble 
to its #f Bylaws this appropriate passage, “In order more effectu- 
ally, to promote sobrjefy, suppress profanity, disseminate brotherly 
love, relief arid truth* to give energy to the practice of morality, 
and. all jthe social yjrtue^, to preserve the ,dignjty and secure the 
harmony ^ this lodge, to maintain a strict obseryance. of the An- 
ciept TJjsages t an(^. Landmar.kjs pfj Maspnry,. and tp promote the 
, benevolent, purposes ^ fpr yrhj[ph f the Ipstitutiop waf| brought into 
, existence^ $o ordain j an £ ^stabijph for thev government of this 
Dodge the following ^Constitution, By-la wjs ^nd. Rules of Order.” 

''}• . • ■ . ‘ : * t '■*. « ; . * > "l ", ■' * !« * M “ v : . i , .. 

, i— # the, 799th Aq^iye,Esary,of\th« fcq tee of f^lpgpw, St., John, 
^cotl^ndj^the following was the agenda. ^ . 

• :i| . ■>,: . H , • tP QFf TPAS^, m , J{ ,, J 

The Queen andithe lCrafD^ (Gfcaifo)./; -i . v ; r , ; 

. .jArwjf »n4;,3Sjw^.,..(pi»Wf) : , • l . i v - ; 

. .Grand I^odge ! of Scotland and the Duke of Athole. (Chair.) 

Grfand Lodge ofEngTapd ^nd the Earl of Zetland. (Chair.) 

(JVand: 1 Lodge of Trerahd'atidibe Dukte W Tibiiisteri “(Chair.) 
j The Provincial Grand : Lodge f of Grlhsgow and Brother Dr. Wal- 
ker, A5H0t^ rt ,)(0bair4 * in •?•.?’; . u hi>r nt'l ***' f ;? 

Presentation of Plate to Bro. Dona^C ampb^ljf (Chair,) 

Song. 

The Lodge of Glasgow. St. John. (Bro. Dr. Arnptt.) 

r., iSb ^ r ,, ; p v M , ^m^xK-y. ,.»,y.K Vr 
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The venerable Sec’y of St John’s Lodge. (Bro. D. Campbell) / 

Song. 

The Senior and Junior Wardens. 

Song. 

The other Office Bearers. 

Song. 

The retiring Office Bearers, and Bro. York. 

The Lodge Glasgow Kilwinning, No. 4. 

Song. 

The Lodge St Mungo, No. 27. 

Song. 

The Lodge St Mark. 

Song. 

The Lodge St George. 

Song. 

The St John’s Operative Rutherglen, No. 347. 

Song. 

The Lodge Commercial, No. 360. 

The Lodge St. Clair, No. 362. 

— What nonsense to talk of landmarks in any of the modern 
Orders ! Look at the action of the Grand Encampment in 1856, 
met in full assembly, abolishing by almost unanimous vote that 
fungus styled u Knights of Malta,” (the “ Knights of Birming- 
ham,” or “ Button-hole Degree,” is sublimity itself compared with 
it,) and then in 1862, a mere handful of them, so few that they 
should have forborne any legislation, re-affirming the Senseless 
thing, and actually 'palming off upon us as official the ritual of 
the Boston Commandery, whose genealogy is newest that of 
Melchizedeck, “ without father or mother !” Who shall predict 
the action of 1865 ? Landmarks forsooth! In 1859 affinal (?) 
decision was made concerning costume, and scores of Sir Knights 
went in at heavy expense to purchase a new rigging, believing 
that no further change would be made. But nO, inn 1862, all that 
was altered and new trouble and new expenses' incurred. For 
our own part, we only regret that our name is associated with the 
legislation of a body more whimsical than a weathercock, and not 
half so useful. The Grand Commandery in 1862 did not leave a 
single argument for its friends to offer in favor of' its further con- 
tinuance ai a National body. ; ’ 1 

— The Masonic Monthly , Boston, Mass., has now been ppntin 
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ued under the judicious conduct of Brother Mitchell up to its 7th 
' issue, and improves each month. This excellent periodical will, 
if sustained, do equal credit to the locality and the great institu- 
tion of which it is the worthy organ. We tender our best wishes 
for its permanency and Success. The terms are $2 per annum in 
advance. Address “ Masonic Monthly," No. 24 Congress street, 
Boston, Mass. 


— The doctrine of progression by grades is fundamental in Ma- 
sonry. In counseling with a candidate it is proper and commen- 
dable to inform him that he is entirely at liberty to decline 
proceeding farther, even after he has taken the first, sec on 1, and 
third steps in Masonry; but that each degree at the end of its 
work and lectures is complete in and of itself. No error is greater 
than to confuse the theories of the respective degrees into one. 
Twelve months 9 time is little enough in which to acquire the sym- 
bolical grades accurately. Should he choose it, the period may 
be even more extended, and with corresponding advantage. He 
will be taught the more permanently that which he acquires the 
more slowly. Excess of speed iri conferring degrees is equiva- 
lent to a funeral badge upon the door of a Lodge ; and all the 
remaining forms and ceremonies are as nothing compared with 
that which he fails to acquire as he goes along. ' 

— The only perfect cement among men, it must be admitted, is 
made with love, truth and justice. Should he accede to this the- 
f ory, which he can not refuse, and promise attachment upon these 
principles, it is easy to inform him how that cement is to be, 
applied. That there is a society among men, called Masons , of 
great age, proves that the application has long been known. The , 
peculiarity only lies in the compounding of the ingredients of 
which none but its members even know the existence. That it is 
composed of one great virtue, love , and rarely of two more, truth 
and justice, all men who are united in families and other Asso- 
ciations admit; but from each Masonic Lodge a higher spirit 
exhales ; the three principles send up the smoke of their incense 
to heaven. Selected by the Eternal himself; chosen for their 
intrinsic merit and their influence on human hearts, — those three 
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irtffredients inspire a zealous advocacy of M4$©n*y where ver v , 
applied to it,! and give to our best .men their* skill in, teach Lag, it ■ 

That the sole purpose of this society, called from old, Ereema* 
s[tfcr£ iinproberwenWof thebeartyuml ‘tbote<kide<^mi^hif>L 
pin ess of its votarieB, we, who are. bound in Masonry,: will ever! 
maintain. Its mb disputed . effects are (peace and baimfaony in hu^ 
man relations, by drawing into closer communion its beet Membnrs^ 
giving them the means of recognizing each other, and assuring 
theto of mutual esteem aud ^e^peot Whenever and; Wherever unet 

—The Gosmpolitan Masonic Library Association of New. Yoik^> 
whioh has purchased the library and Masonic collection*! of Brow j 
Morris, has opened its Reading Rooms at No. 543 Broadway* MV 
Y., where, members and. 4<\jpumiag Masons will ever find * Wel^ 
come asiat a- great literary head^qharteins of the Masonic iustitu- : 
tions* It will be found a delightful place, far: a brother, when ' 
visiting New York, to spend his evening hours, to: form Masoniof 
acquaintances, to leairnifrpm the : bulletin boards. kept there* what ; 
lodges, etp., meetlwithin hbil,dtud to read the. permanent and pe-? 
riodioal literature of Masonry* . Mo brother should visit NeW York 
without Spending at least one > evening t at the Masonic Lib raryV 
No. &■ 45 Broadway* * < . 

The geiierosity and enterprise of the brethren Wbcf haV,$, pjjr-j j 
chased and set up these valuable -collections is above all praise, 
andean not but redound to the credit! of the general , oause at 
home and abroad. To have scattered these works, ovek* the. coun-» . 
try would /have destroyed their value, while . the- purchase and . 
preservation of them as a whole* makes a* nucleus around 1 which ; 
other works will be. gathered until; the Library will compare both 
in size and value with those* of other ;historieto;ll»oeietie$. ’ :i 

. I * . : u.f- :. ....... j+i <. > : t. : V : l» • > » . 

—Full sets of the Freemasons’ Alnratmc, 186(h+l~2 : and 3, four 
numbers, can yet b$ had/price 50 cetits- for the set. Addpestr 
Rob Morris, Box 5554, New York. 1 « • < i • % *■’. *■-; 

: . •• .. . *• ■ 1 I ' ■ » ,.•* ;• •« I ;> -J , , 

— Bro. Rob Morris hasin press a complete editWn of his ,! Ma- > 
sonic Odes and Po^tnst 11 tt- : Will ie published inf the course of 
few weeks. Enquiries may be' directed 1 to himjP. O. Box *5554, ? 
New York. 
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i f {.Address! i to .*/the< - & xm? in j ? hbe > ^Mbrnittgi Hyjmi >o£! 
Mdvnf* (fcoriesjto^dbfwithhydinr tiacragfotp? :i-f :• n ■*, !j s *>t/i 

»•- M «v$li<ttr sta»*tff tfck'giW wbrtU : totfc 'tjjfe* fthd'sodl,’' A iiT ; ^ 

-vOiH4'P^^Mg e flw( Qod )‘^/K r ^W;]^oiin4 .bfewafcie. ' ; 

In thy eternal course, both when thop climVst . 

And wbMi %iffih'6dhif&st ^hmetf, !, Hrid 4, ^irth j th6ii -'•* !i '° V 1 


r fa^'diwif 'ih** Thef New Mhsoiti Tres- 

tle Board” oi Charles W. Moore, 

GhaBgehibrddtedfto fe^givhn tesM candidate, at hl$ initiation 
f Noi> Notfby a * good deal /i Therinno^atibBs ajid) batstardisrbs 
wrought! into Masoeir# smce 1 844y by -th at unfor tunafte book, exoeed, 
i^be& saramiad upy tflae Sdnov^tionij jan& bastaudisms ifrom all othem 
aeoroes i^nitpdhl JtjWduWto&ve been better for Masonry ^ihd the 
various Grand Lodges paid i^wey/bis priiae^belUgbtttbe Qopyr. 
right of his Trestle Boards” ..and then burnt the whole thing. 


Ey$n a? ipi^n^^ce.ptirQb^^i ^v^ft^le^dlQnd 

vdiceSd?ddgi ibelongidgtta bit neighbor,* and itlxen Mlled the dog: 
0fc* : ,M*t the MuPonie^}M^nthlg> atBbsoeny fchowirtgirp the beau- 
tie's of 1 foiatr* Hub ? -ti>ht M ! ahd : ,h?8. rirodudtibpk ! , Redd it. f ! 11 * 

>. ■»: .*j {i.-.rns. ! >it ;b r»-t o- • .w 


• • 1 w : 1 1 ;»t io • u-nr n.vy< V *\^v 

■-rrWi0 have s<> oft^i ;giyeu; our views favorable W Maaoni^ 
Boards of ! Relief, thbtdt is 'only' necessary in reply to your 5 qudry, 
ip 3jh*o. DV ^^^bl^s^ehttmbnts u^'oh tMs Subject, and ‘iflojft 
them as ppr } own. f lie ‘‘sfcyp, “ jiaye ’,eypr a^yoc^tecj,. ,’iif‘^fiej 
stpppgesf. terms, ^ Masonic ; ^Boar(i of Relief as the v true metliod 
of granting Relief to miscellaneous^ applicants, thus in a great^ 
pleasure .doing away with • tjm pn pleasantness of seeing a ] Qn£ 
Hpe of rapn, woipe^i and children qut^idp the jodge-^ppp ^itjng 
for, spme phari^ab^y disposed , porninittee. There ,is pp.dpubt bu^ 
tj^jjae vpry ap^c^^^is^i^sei, as being . unworthy of .relief at 
tbp hands pf jthp jB.oard, k are nightly, recpiying assistanqo frpnp 
lodges that? do, n.pt CjQn tribute |p the Roard of Relief” . ... . f 


r M-'ff .i - •■* ! t i a i\ ir' ’ r i f ^:U iu\ ••• 4 

—“At tOar, annual election,, I was el^uted Senior ( Wardep, o^ (t iny r 
Lodge. Recently jl. moved ip to an adj acent. $tate, wished to , affi- 
liate there aid asted'a’ d^Thlt.' Bilt l^ani refused Upon tbe ground 
that I am air ittetall^d! Officer of the l<ydde, and can not !J »dth(irUW 
during my terra of office. Waa-that correct?” 


i c IWie do noMj kno W/the toenl> f equireapaentfi i of yotr Lodge op , Grand 
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Lodge, and therefore can not say how far they were justified upon 
local considerations, but upon general principles, the lodge was 
wrong. The Ancient Constitutions expressly speak of the Mas- 
ter of a lodge demoting , and if the Master can do so when remov- 
ing out of the jurisdiction, of course the Warden can. 


— “ Is it true that in a Grand Lodge all the rules governing a 
legislative body are operative ?” * 

Surely not Read Jefferson's Manual. Consider the difference 
between the objects had in view in a Legislature and a Grand 
Lodge, and see how absurd the statement There are rules com- 
mon to both, but not many. If a Grand Lodge is governed by 
general parliamentary usage, so is a Subordinate Lodge ; we can 
not draw the distinction between the two. 


— u Will Brother Morris read the following section of the By- 
laws of otir lodge, and say whether he considers it full and effi- 
cient, ‘A Standing Committee of Inquiry, consisting of three 
discreet, experienced brethren, members of this lodge, shall be 
annually appointed, whose duty it shall be strictly to enquire into 
the moral character and reputation of all applicants for the De- 
grees of Masonry, and no one shall be admitted to the Degrees 
without a recommendation in writing by said Committee. And 
the application for membership of any Brother who may have 
taken the Degrees in another Lodge shall also oe referred to said 
Committee and reported upon before a ballot can be taken.' ” 

We do not consider this section full and explicit The two 
passages, marked by us in italics, are singularly deficient in 
phraseology. In the first, the Committee is restricted to moral 
character only, when in fact the whole character, mental , morale 
and physical, should be considered by them. In the second, the 
Committee is restricted to demitted Masons made in other lodges , 
when in fact all demitted Masons should be ranked in the same 
category. The By-law too is a bad one, in making this Commit- 
tee of investigation a Standing Committee , when in fact there are 
numerous reasons why it should be a special one, appointed sepa- 
rately upon each application,, and selected with reference to per- 
sonal acquaintances, locality, and other qualifications. 


— Major John Paulding, one of the three who captured Major 
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Andre, was a Mason. The New England Galaxy, for Friday, 
March 6th, 1818, has the following notice,' ^ In Yorktown, N. Y., 
Major John Paulding. He was one of the three who captured 
Major Andre during the Revolutionary war. He was interred 
with Masonic and military honors; the latter by the military 
aeademioikns of West Point” 


— The following is a series of ten rare and curious Works, rela- 
tive to Masonry, printed in German : 

1. Friedrich Nicolai. Versuch ueber die Beschuldigungen wel~ 
ohe dem Tempelherrenorden. Berlin und Stettin . 1782. pp. 210. 

2. Abhandlung ueber die allgemeine Zusammenkunft der Frey- 
maurer. 1784 : pp. 270. 

8. Freymaurergedichte von Blumauer,Wien bey Rudolph Gras- 
ses 1780. pp. 169. 

4. Kurzgefasste Beschreibung des Lebens und der Thaten des 
Joseph Balsamo oder sogenannten Grafen Kagliostro. Augsburg. 
1791. 

5, Freie Bekenntnisse eines Yeteranen der Maurerei. Leipzig. 
1824. pp. 108. 

0. Reliquien ans dem goldnen Zeitalter der Deutschen Frey- 
maurerey. Leipzig. 1818. pp. 140. 

7. Etwas aus (Jem Nachlasse eines Maurers. Leipzig, pp. 103. 

8. Urgeschichte der Freimaurerei in England, von James Or- 
chard Halliwell, Esq., <fcc., von Bro. Hermann Marggraffi Leipzig. 
1842. pp. 47. 

9. Zeichnungen zwischen Birkeh und Winkelmarke, von Dr. 
August Grebe. Hildesheim. pp. 208. 

10. Namentliches Verzeichniss, <fcc., gros«en National-Mutter- 
Lodge, A»c., Fuer das Jahr 1813. Berlin, pp. 212. 


-—Find, if you can, any part of the “ Divine Message” mqre 
Masonic, more thrilling, or more hopeful than this, from Revela- 
tions, VII Chapter : • 

“And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, 'What are 
these which are arrayed in white robes f and whence come they ? 

“And I said unto him, Sir, thou knpwest And he said unto 
me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and^iave 
washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb. 

“ Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve Him 
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day arid night in WA temple*} "and lie ttht sitfceth'brl 'tfee thrbn& 
fiihkllid\vieii<aii»oiig them, .m*. i - v.tr. ; ! t v? mh\ i -f f « * !•)?.*• I/. 

“.^They ^hfll huuger.no more, ii^ithev thirstj^y xnorqj.peitfceiF 
shall tlie sun light on thenij nor any beat. . ,, 

“For thelLanib which is in the midst' of dhe th’rbrie shall feeft 
tli^ra arrd ^h.d!' lead theih unto diving fountains Of* Watel^ ; and 
Go 1 shdll wipe away the teafs from their'eyt*”’ r \n y.i\ > • \ 


- ;:^-W^tatee the iibei'ty of CDpyUVg from yourdetter otae eloquent 
passage: “There are qualities!. of tconducit which >*iMadOn is,tO* 
practice ; prcftieiency 4 in jtheid practice* dualities . the( irefeertfcm fin 
the phhegyrid of Mot al Geometry why MasOriry has Withstood all 
assaults and strll flourishes. ! As he ad varlcesy still 1 keepihg' th^se 
qualities of conduct, and practising a fidelity, )fl n^eds be, mar- 
tyrdom th'bHr : priricipie^'the rewards' 6f Immortal life and a glo- 
rious resurrection await hinj. Thus I ( contemplate ^eemas^nry •' 
thus wiisfi to view i^‘ ^Let' it be a consistent pafmohious.system, 
marking our every day walk in life, characterized by devotiop to 
our ^vu$t, and aiWtUmgpcs9.fr> instruct; gur neighbor ly jdeeds of 
charity. And surely it is good enough to die by!” .mi „ » 

• # • *1 .1 . •• n 1 ■( !:*»' i. It ;*C — I M^ I , <p U *’■} r, di .‘J 

— The Masonic department! kt thri Sunday MeMitry, Sttfi* 'Frrtn^ 
cisco,' Oak, rrhprovesT in interest eiVefy Week/ ‘A fcple'ncKd'testimo- 
nial in ; ^he li oh'or* of Bro! Sal^rri Town a pleats pjri ^ 1 recent issue. 
Also an article upon Masonic Haptism, , wifi elf we sh pll transfer 
t^pu^colupin^; , ; /M (J , 4l/w . : . .r’V.J.'x 


y,. v . 


m»> Virg:i A 


~WouLd Eton, know ^.bow/io, take Masonry ?»”• j Take Uj. like a 
man. Take it> Vf thfef forelock, by ‘this shoulders;* by ’the spine^ by 
every limb and part. Take it as though it was, as it is, an earn- 
est^ tit'ab- essedfial : kff\h\ Take it jtjst as though j’oti Word per- 
sonal iy* born to theitahk tof “ performing au important pant dn- fit/- 
as though the Masonic fraternity had waited . for yOurlabrjaing/ 
Takedt though it was? ajgrand opportunity to do and to achieve ; 
to carry forward great Und good schemes 1 ; to help ' and cheer a 
StiflhriTibr^ whafy;^ may b£ hbart-Mckehed Brother. 1 1 

' The ’fact ] ja, masonry i$ undervalued by a great jh.g|or}ty of its 
members. It is not made half so much of as should be the,pft£e* 
Whlere^ie tlketibrotliidr Avho aoGoniplishes one tithe of .what niight 
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bedone?: who can not Bok ba^k upon opportunities lost, pi iinaj 
uiAchieved, thoughts crushed, aspirations unfilled, and afibecausej 
cff the lack of necessary (and possible effort. If we knew better,'* 
hawtftd take and raak« the toostof Masonry, it would; be /farigneater i 
than it is. Now rand then- a member stands aside from the crowd, 
laborsearnestly, steadfastly,: confidently, and straightway becomes; 
famous for wisdom, intellect, skill, greatness of some sort, * -The^ 
fraternity wonder, admire, idolize, and yet it only illustrates what 
e.^ph brother may do if lie takes hold of life with a purpose, by 
the head and shoulders. If n brother but say he will, and follows } 
it up by t,li f e right effort, there is nothing in reason ha may notj 
expect to accomplish. There is no magic, no miracle, no secret^ 
to the brother] w^ois brave in heart and determined in spirit. 

—Bros. Macoy : ^i'ckels, publisher*®, .4:10 Broojne st., 

have? put into our hands an early copy of “ The Origin and Early 
IJi^tory of Freemasonry, by W. Steinbreqner,” which, we h^e 
read with great pleasure. . While we are not prepared to accept, 
all his conclusions, wf must admire his industry and zeal, which 
have given us here in small space much that the ordinary reader 
wdiild ne^cr have found. We recommend our readers to order 
copies of tbe p f ubU«bers ; , the price is low? . cts<,. and . it can bej 
readily procured by mail. ; 

The pidfcto of the work is from Lessing, and is Excellent; “The 
valitC bf man does not consist in the truth which 
means Jo possess, 1 , but, in the sincere, paips which be hath take n. to f 
findjit out.; For hi& powers* do not augment by possessing Mvtb, 
but by investigating' it, whetein ! consists bis Only * perfectibility.* 
Fos^ssion lulls 1 tb^ ’energy of man, and makes biili Idle arid proud. 
1^ (jrod held in bis right hand absolute trutli y and inhis left, - 1 fie. 
o m nhy irm'ard timely impulse towards truth, even at the risk, of ex*- 
posing bfiankind'to continual erring; and if ho said to me, ^Choose,- 
I most humbly w r ould seize His left hand and say, ‘ Father, give ! 
absolute truth certainly belongs to Thep alone !’ ” 

• * . ' -/ -L ,, .1 ». . : -V 

j - —A correspondent states the* foil owing case, and asks us' for 
otft opifiioti :' : iodhe ‘has ! a By-law authorizing the Master to ; 
call off at his discretion all r^gulat v eonmtnutiicatiotfs from the 1st 1 
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of Jane to the l8t of October. At the last regular eomrauniea- 
tiop in May, the Master called off all regular communication h All 
October 1st. Is there any power by which the lodge can hold 
regular communications and reoeive and act upon petitions before 
the 1st of October T’ We reply, that the discretion permitted to 
the Master authorizes him to resume the regular communications 
at his pleasure. 


— A singular unwillingness to answer inquiries of the candidate 
exists in some lodges. Sometimes a Hat denial is heard ; some- 
times a silly silence answers all questions. These are wrong. 
Explanations upon every point lawful to be explained, should be 
made abundantly, and further inquiries invited. In some well 
working lodges these explanations being made, they give him an 
hour or two for reflection, and let his answers to the questions 
necessarily put be simply yes or no. They take care to make these 
private explanations to no mpre than one at a time, although any 
number not exceeding five may be inducted at the same meeting. 


— “An aged Craftsman gazing from the west of Mount Carmel 
(1) over a sea vocal with the songs of Phoenician mariners, recals 
the glories of those days when Solomon and Hiram banded to- 
gether in a brotherly covenant.” (2) 

Inspired by the remembrances, he resolves to dedicate his re- 
maining hours to song. Attuning his lyre to the inspiration of 
of the “ Sons of Asaph,” (3) memory kindles up the light long 
obscured. Spirits or mighty men, workmen m quarry, forest, 
hill, and temple, spirits of just and loving comrades arise, draw 
near and encircle him. They sing to him the lays of departed 
time. Their movements of hand, and knee, and foot are mysti- 
cal and suggestive. They bind him about with ties indissoluble, 
spirit-strung, immortal. 

His voice, at first low and dubious, gains strength as he sings, 
and his first essay is of the eternal covenants of the Masonic 
Craft. 


— We have received from R. W. Brother El wood Evans, Grand 
Secretary of Washington Territory, his own photograph and a 
full set. of the Proceedings of his Grand Lodge, from the com- 
mencement Both are highly valued. 
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— The attack on those of ns who were present at the Chicago 
Banquet in 1859, which originated with some correspondent of 
9 the Philadelphia 1 Mirror , was no more “ absurd and contemp- 

tible”^ an the entire series maintained in the Boston and Cincin- 
nati papers against Conservatism, for the last four years. It is 
hard to tell whether such writers are merely ignorant or roguish. 


—The following will interest those who desire information upon 
the subject therein named : 

“ This is to certify that Eminent Sir Knight Rob Morris, of La 
Grange, Kentucky, was installed by me in May, 1857, and invest- 
ed with the secrets of a regularly installed Eminent Commander 
of Masonic Knights Templar, with full authority to confer the 
same on all Eminent Command ere elect< or Pa& Eminent Com- 
manders of Knights Templar Encampments. And I further cer- 
tify that in the year 1858 I installed him a Masonic Knight Hos- 
pitaller of John of Jerusalem, Palestine, Rhodes, and Malta, 
according to the old Scottish Ceremonial, with authority, in con- 
junction with other Knights of the Order, to disseminate it and 
invest Masonic Knights Templar only with the secrets of this 
Order. 

“ Sir Knight Rob Morris is an Honorary Member of the Pro- 
vincial Grand Conclave of Masonic Knights Templar and Kuights 
of Malta of the Province of Canada, serving under the jurisdic- 
tion of the Grand Conclave of England and Wales, and he holds 
the rank of sub Grand Prior in the Canadian Grand Conclave. 

“Fr. W.‘ J. McLeod Moore, 83°, etc., Provincial Grand 

Commander and Grand Prior of the Orders of the Temple and 
Malta, in Canada. 

“Dated at Toronto, this 80th day of March, 1884.” 

I u . 

Eastern Stak.^— Bro. James L. Enos, of Cedar Rapids, Iow&, 
one of the most popular Masonic Lecturers in the west, is holding 
a series of E. S. Levees with great success. Bro. Enos is also 
one of the Grand Lecturers of the State, and reports a growing 
interest in the lodges, and a strong and determined love for the 
good old Webb Work, which has now been used neaily four years 
in our sister jurisdiction. Harmony prevails in all the lodges o 
Iowa. Long may it continue. 
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< -4-,“ In the February No. of the Voice you aver that the text, 

“Ask and ye shall receive,” is in John XV, but ytonr printer erred. 
It is -XVI, It may do harm, unless corrected^ for the brother may 
undertake to show, it to his wise teacher, and lo, it Is no t ( there.. 


. — The true history of Brother David Vinton, author of our 
celebrate lyric, u Solemn Strikes the Funeral Chime,” involves 
points of thrilling interest. We hope sopm day to givt?, r them. 
We found the following receipt of his, among some old papers, 
lately : 

Carmel, Putnam: Cq., N. Y., J 
1 * ' • January 14, A. L., 58l8!’f 

Received of the Treasurer of Chapter, No. — , Fifty Dol- 

lars in full, for a course of lectures : in the Mark Master, Past 
Master, M. E.i Master, Royal Arch and Royal Masted degrees^ in. 
theory and practice, for the last ten days past 

DAVID VINTON, Grand Lecturer, etc., 

$50. 1 Throughout the Xf. States. 


— On the 25th of December, 1797, a petition from a number of 
brethren, confined for debt in the jail of the city of New Yorlt, 
was presented the Grand Lodge, craving leave to assemble op 
the evening of the Festival of St. John the Evangelist, and cele- 
brate that day as a. lodge. On motion, Resolvedp that a dispen- 
sation be issp^d to the. petitioners for that day <onJy 3 and that the 
presiding officers be named by the Grand Jjo^lgc olliperp. \ 

. ■ : -f, r “ -Ht 

— Th? exppessjon, “ Oronific Wpi d^’ fqr whi^i you -enquire* is 
.found ,pi Miltofi^’s Paradise Lost, in that; sublime .passage iwhpne 
the Creator, looking over chaos, cries out: , ; > . , \ f . j ,* 

“Silence, ye troubled waves: afcd^hmi deep, peace; . *\ (s " 
Said then the Omnific Wq bi), your discord end.” 


y> "'-—We are 1 notified of the death of Brother James Frisbee, a 
Valued correspondent and friend. He deceased atKittery Point, 
Maine, April 7th, 1864, having faithfully served the ‘Order nearly 
40 years. He tv as initiated at Norfolk, Va.,‘ in Naphlali Lodge, 
No. 56, March 7th, 1825. 
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— We have, by the same mail, notice of the deaths of two of 
the “ good and true,” of the fast-lessening chain. Brother Abel 
Wetherbee, of North l^a^^djbed suddenly ApVil 6th, 

1864; Brother F. A. Sprague, AL I)., Treasurer of Rob Morris 

$p- Mvi. m> 

relation to the forrp?r,,»:e baye? ; #p. woi;d,^ tp.^xp^e^siour isej^ibift- 
Ijie^ Bt'P-.W^^erbee h^d, been for several years; a frequent rand 
vahaed couR^ellor and a demoted friend* \j We lay ourirtriJbufce upon 

hift" graved (!»*• - ; .-'i-iii/r, . , i- > >;;•? a v ' h 

Bro. Sprague' has h'ttd-arv obituary frbm ? hie 1odge, fit>m i r hich 
we extract the best sentiments, Asking ^led^e'tb'cohfirhi'fli^'e flat!- 
tiarmg^xpresslcms iii ^very respect/ v i v, v 0 / 

‘ ! ' J&MltriSd 1 , 1 Tbl&t ’in' tfife’ { d e ath ’ df- BtO'. S pragtte Vd v do hid t' teObg- 
nize the sudden severing of those ties which bind the youth 1 tb 
. earth, but, father ,th^ eabing^hpme, ofa.trqe. jp^ m 

whorq \ygs found „the. ...vipfning of ;a,U : th ( Q$e. fqcqjties and* virtues 
jwbtph are Uie Qjjjgtyt Je^^J^.iu^the ,,.fii;pwn P^. jl^e^ood.man. who 
Has attained. tjie plotted a^ t 91 r in«an r ^ 5 

. it fu .j *>:!. r» * in ! . '■ f r? */t • >; >.,«! 'iyu »u... u , :* •• , ,* v.i-o 


Emery. — Brother Horace Emery, of Cflaytbo Lodge, Monoiia, 
. Qeyton wqnty* J^w^^ed Aprilath^ ,1864,. ..^-large.^Qnc^rse 
ofotbe Brethren, aod iaouming friends , accompanied hi& remains 

tO)theiiOmb. ■' '‘V- v iy t r- ‘v'u w { • < v»< ; 


1 ; -l ;r,t, ‘> {1 


— We pause, solemnly, in our labors, and, reading a letter &oib. 
’ T Bf o.’ Efewis : J: of ‘Bes i^dine:s; Towa^th'e*' ’ariridhnc^Ment : 

** Captain Amps B! Miller fell, pierced 1 with a jbiijlet, April 26 t*fj, 
1864 ,” we give our tribute, a tear to W e §pejit a 

happy fyour witji him at the IJead-CJua^ters of our old companion, 
’’ boj.^cott^ in J^ugpst , 1 ast, and 1 doubtless m eet hi rh ^aiij in 

rtw.e is no ww „ ; > iX w ; „ti „i*v ; ,*■ ^ 


j 


■s - r v ^ 


’ <17 i > t: • (•’ 


i ,r. 


’ ' ^Artibng r^fett , t J death8 we hotich’that^of BrP. Charles E&ward 
Howard, of Fello'^ship l.odge, Mass. 1 Abdut 8b of ^he^bfbthV-eh 
dropped the" 'g^een sprig in his 'grave. "’B&x ' M 'A! G. lilitbh^lf, of 
Fhcertix Lodge; ~N. ° Chas. R: STh 4 th^of Plyitfoirth Lod^e, 

‘ Noi f Y4 9 J T 11 d ian a. fe6h h'^s'Uft a fra^Mhf ! TneVn’o s f7' feurviHdhg 

’** V- *'■> »'.T . ji , "tv> .A - yr-'ii .-•>) >r« , 8 if tuob >• v.0011 

Tnends. , r ' 
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Standard Notices. 


The various changers in editors and publishers, during the past year, require 
that We should make the following standard notice, vis: 

All correspondence of the Voice, of Masonry , whether* editorial or other- 
wise, and all orders for the Miniature Monitor must be addressed to Bro. J. C. 
W. Bailey, 128 and 130 Clark St., Chicago, Illinois. This will be invariable. 
Bro* Bailey will forward, to Bro. Rob Morris, wherever he may be, such of 
the correspondence as is strictly editorial. 

No further copies of the Hubbard Observance can be furnished. Those who 
wish for the Eastern Star Manual may write to Bro. Rob Morris, at, New, York 
City, 

Masonic Law and Usagk. — We will continue to reply to question^ upon 
these subject*. But our correspondents mt/Jl enclose postage stamps to cover 
expenses of postage And stationery. We oan not any longer endure the bur- 
den of furnishing both time and money without return. A few stamps from 
each correspondent will not be felt by them, but will make to uj a difference 
of many hundred, dollars a year. 

InCrbask our Subscription Lists.— Every reader of the Voice is an au- 
thorised agent for it, and we look to such to enlarge our circulation. If eaoh 
of our present patrons would secure only one more subscriber , the gain to Us 
would be immense. Brethren : remember the needs of the hard-pressed 
publisher, and give him the aid of your purse and influence. f 

n Advertisements.— We solicit advertisements for our Business Sheet. Our 
circulation is unequalled by any other Masonic journal; we reach the ^est 
Masons in every Lodge ; our terms are as low as any, and we solicit adver- 
tising patronage accordingly. 

Uniformity or Rituals.— The work o f general and thorough Uniformity 
in Rituals is advancing day by day with an irresistible momentum. Vain are 
denunciations ; vain the torrents of abuite fcnd calumny.’ Th A most consider- 
ate, the most conservative members of the fraternity, men who never united 
in a Masonic effort before, a?e untying in this, while, the passes of tty* breth- 
ren are ( resolved tp have nothing less than general atjd thorough uniformity. 
We invite the correspondence of all who revere the anciept landmark^. 

Copies ol Proceedings, Addresses, By-laws; &c., Ac., Are solicited, as http- 
, tqfotre. Address them to care of Brq>, Bailey, as j; alfove, ; , Clive jus oaflj no- 
tices of deaths,' casualties, celebrations, festivals, &c., Ac. The office, of Brp. 
Rob Morris has been permanently established at New York. 


Digitized by LiOOQle 



I 


‘U.u V.' '• ^ ' v ' --v\ 11 M v Y f U v 

-in If. *if» iV jTift. 

J II - * "'1 y.t J ! • ! >; -\ 


VOICE OF MASONBY 


AND TIDINGS FROM THE CRAFT. 



Vol. II.] MAY, 1864. [Wo. 6. 



The Whole Duty of Man. 


We find no better expression of the duty of a man and Mason, 
outside the hdfy lids, than in the concluding stanzatf of M Paradise 
Lost.” Read it again, those of you who are most familiar with 
“the Blind Baird,” and discover new beauties: ‘ t 

“ Henceforth I learn that to ofotyds'fyest, 

An 4 love with fear the only God ; to walk 
As in His presence ; over to observe ■ 
l^is providence, and on Him sole depend, 

Merciful, over all His works, with good 

Still overcoming evil, and by small 

Accomplishing great things^ by things deemed toqak. 

Subverting worldly strong , ana worldly wise 
By simply meek ; that suffering for truth’s sake* 

' Is fortitude to highest victory, 

And to the faithful, death the gates of life ; 

Taught this by His example whom J now ; 

Acknowledge iny Redeemer ever blest. 

To whom thus af so the Angel last replied : 

This hating learned , thou hast attained the mm ; 

Of wisdom ; hope no higher, though all the stars 
Thon know’s^ by -name, and all the ethereal powers. 

All secrets of the deep, all nature’s works, . , t 
Or works of God iu heaven, air, earth, or sea, 
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And all the riches of this world enjoydst. 

And all thy rule one empire ; only add 
Deeds to thy knowledge answerable, add faith, 
Add virtue, patience, temperance, add love 
By mm* to c >me called Charity, the soul 
Of all the rest ; then wilt thou not be loth 
To leave this paradise, but shalt pos esa 
A paradise within thee, happier lar.” 


There — read it once again. Nay, read it the third time, and say 
what lecture could the Lodge-Master give his hungry, and thirsty 
brethren, better adapted tp their work jjs speculative architects 
than that ! 

Now join to it the following, from Gowper’s poejn.on “ Retire- 
ment.” (By the way, it is claimed by English writers that Wil- 
liam Cowper was a Freemason.) 

, “ Opening the mass of God’s extensive plan 
We find a little is’e, this life of man ; 

Eternity’s unknown expanse appears 
Circling around and limiting his years. 

The busy race examine and explore 
i Each creek and cavern of the d ingeronk shore, 

With care collect what in their eye excels, 

Some shining pebbles , and some weeds and shells ; 

Tbns laden, dream that they aro ridh and great, 

, ' And happiest be that groans beneath his weight ; 

The waves o’ertake them in their serious play, 
r l ;i ■ • « And every hour sweeps multitudes away ; ’ 

They shriek and sink, survivors start and weep* 

’ Pursue their sport and follow to the deep. 

A few forsake the throng ; with lifted eyes 
Ask wealth of Heaven, and gain a real prizle, 

Truth, Wisdom, grace, and peace like that above, 

Sealed with His signet whom they serve and love ; 

Scorned by the rest, with patient hope they wait, 

A kind release from their imperfect state, 

And, unregre f ted are soon snatched away 
From scehea of sorrow into glorious day.”' 

Can anything be better than that, or better, express the whole 
duty of man? ' 

The same writer, iix his elegant effusion upon “ Charity,” says : 

“ God working ever on a social plan, 

By various ties attaches man to man ; 

He made at first, though flee and unconfined, 

One man , the common father of the kind ; 

That every tribe, thongh placed as He sees best, 

Where seas or deserts part them from the rest, 

Differing in language, manners, or hi face, 

Might feel themselves allied to all the race.” 
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Next compare the thoughts of one of our modern lights, one 
worthy to shine among the higher luminaries, DeWitt Clinton. 
In 1793 he declared the duty ofaMasonin these forcible words : 

a A Mason is bound to consult the happiness and to promote 
the interests of his Brother; to avoid everything offensive to his 
feelings ; to abstain from censure* reproach, and unjust suspicions ; 
to warn him of the machinations of his enemies; to advise him 
of his errors ; to advance ihe reputation and Welfare of his J fam- 
ily; to* protect ihe chastity of his hou.se ; to defend his life, bis 
property, and what is dearer ip a, man of honor, his Character, 
against unjust attacks ; to relieve; his wants and Ms distress ; to 
instil into his mind proper ideas of conduct iathe department: of 
life which he is Palled to till; and, let me acid, to foster his. schemes 
of interest and promotion, if compatibly with the paramount duty 
a man owes to the community.” * 

Now take a brother, one of your own number, nay, take your - 
eelfy and apply the tests, the tools of speculative architecture, and 
see whether you are performing these duties of a man and a Mason. 

Apply the twenty-four inch guage ; do you give a third part to 
charity and to God ? Lay the plumb-line ; do you walk erect 
both before God and man ? Put the square to yourself; is there 
such a fulness in the angles as will fill it ? Put the level ; is your 
equality with the nobler class of men ? Look upon Jacob’s Lad- 
der; are you advancing upon the third round ? Try the trowel ; 
does the cement of brotherly 16VC duly adhere ? 

Wha^ tremendous questions are these ! And yet it is better 
we should ask them of .ourselves; now in the fields of human trial, 
while the Temple is yyjt a building and the -/opportunity for per- 
sonal improvement is afforded us, than that the trial should be post- 
poned until the Judgment Day, when the inflexible Judge must 
vindicate the laws of Mdra} Architecture in our unhappy persons 
and cast us, as unworthy and rejected, w into, the rubbish !” 

Hours Green and Precious— A . venerable Brother, James 
W. Jenkins, of Barre* Mass., writes us that * his glass is nearly 
•run,” yet he feels a lively interest in the publication of the Voice, 
and that the hours he now spends in the Lodge are as green and 
j>reciou8 as at the age of twenty -five ! Heaven’? gracious light 
bedeck the head of our veteran Brother. 
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Lingering Mtosic. 

BY R<m MORRIS. • » * 
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[It is affirmed by those beat qualified to judge* that in -the apart- 
ments occupied by any well-working lodge pf jM&sone* there may 
be heard for an hour after the dispersion of the brethren, .^ otkS' 
of Mttbic — weird, lingering, and of wondrous sweetnesi. They 
are significant, it is said, of that first anthem, inspired by thfc gen- 
ius of Qband Master Solomon, and sung in the Masons 9 lodges 
in the crypts and chambers o£ the Temple. Tbqy ate tbe,/tn$»r- 
ing music of the Masons long dead. No one who has ever enjoyed 
the influence of that ghostly melody sung by invisible choirs ii* 
the deserted lodge at midnight, ctiri evhr forget It.] 

# > * * 

Lingering notes the echoes stir. 

Soft and sweet, these walls along; 

Softly, sweetly, they cehcur 
In the pleasant tide of song ; 

Night-birds cease their plaintive lays 
Listening to this hymn of praise. 

Angels gliding through the air, 

On celestial mission Lent , 

Pause, this sacred. hymn to hear, 

Fold their wings in sofr, content, ' 

, Join their notes divine to these " 

Hymning Masons’ mysteries. t 

Now the solitary room, 

Peopled with a countless throng, 

Now the stlllness and the gloom : • 

Kindle wjth the tide of soag, < 1 

Filling our delighted ears. 

Music of three thousand years. ' ' 

Every emblem pictured there, 

. On the ceiling, wall or floor, % 

Gavel, Trowel, Apron, Square^ 

Column rent, or open Door, 

Bldnds a light and yields a tongue 
With this softly-lingering song. 

Now the anthem dies away ;< i 

v One by one the voices cease ; 

Birds resnnm their wonted lay ; * 

Angels on tbeir mission press; . 

But the latest note that moves 

, . In this ibystic song 'is Lovn’a Monthly 
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MASONS. 

> »i;;n 


BIRTHS OF PERSONS^ WHO WsTllfGtftSHED 

II yf * /iHjfVj! f;t 

1769, 1st — Wellington. 

1813, 4th — JfS. j j . s .i <* * it ./.ms 

1822, 12th — James L. Orr. ^ { . t T ,, , T m> . ,, ? . . v . 

INITIATIONS .fly r^gONp A^JSR^W -piSTfNOPJSH^; f j ; t 

1835, 7th — Jame&Hogg* fcheEttrick Shepherd. .1 ‘ ’* i ^ ,r *<* 

DEATHS' OF W&tJ^ikcWltf 1 ifASONB. ^ •' ’ 


1777, 2d — Geik.;I>avid Wooeteryj Gh /3VL of Oomi.^ 

1821, 5th — Napoleon the ,Gnea£ v . r . : i « i 

1856, 7th — Wm. C. .Dj^vsfli^.Gr M. of Q^orgia. j ? 

1838, 11th — Wm. Page, ; D- Gr. JVl qf P V ; C. .? . , 

1852, 16th — John Snow, P. G. M. Ohio. r ; 

1857, 19th — Wra. H. Earl, JP. G. M. of If.. J. , . « , . 

1780, 20th — Henry Price, P. Q. M. of Mas^ 

1834, 20th — Lafayette. ‘ ‘ • i i 

1850, 20th — Winslow Lewie^ sen. y of Mass. 

1838, 21st — Earl of Dalhousie, P. G. JL <?£ Scotland* 

1844, 23d — Benjamin B. Appleton* • 

1859, 23d — George Breckenridge, P. G. M. of Kentucky. 

1857, 24th — Charles S. Frailey, P. G. M. of D. C., 

1863, 2£th — Richard Apperson, P. G. M. of Kentucky^ 

1790, 26th — Geo. Israel Putnam. t 
1850, 28th — Rev. J. Newland Maffitt 
1810, 30th— Wm. Ball, P. G. M- of Penn. 

1861, 31st — Charles Scott, P. G. SJ. of Miss. 

, CORNER STONES/ PLANTED. 

1775 j 1st — Freemason's Hall, London, England. . 

1847, 1st — Smitbson^p Jnstitgte, Washington,. D.C. 

1841, 5th — New Museum} Perth* Scotland. ■ »- v 

1852, 5th — Scotoh Presbyterian Church, Ceylon. A 

1801, 14th — Wet Dock^ Leith, Scotland. i . 

1843, 16th — New Colopial Bpildi^g, Pr. ;Ed^ard’8 Island. . ' ,/s;. 


/ 


t 
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Masonic JEhenta that Odcurrtd in Mofy. 


I860, 18th— N9 w Church, Hepstonstall, England. 

1858, 18th — Custom House, Detroit, Mioh. 

1852, 20th — Masonic Hall, Little Look, Ark. 

1858, 20th — Arsenal, Dunkirk, N. T. 

1654, 24t^ — Masonio Hall, Gordonsville, Ky. 

1858, 26th — Custom House, Concord, N. H. 

EDIFICES, AC., MASONIOALLY DEDICATED. 

1854, 1st — Masonic Hall, Bristol, Penn. 

1776, 23d— Freemason V Hall, London, England. 

1851, 29th — Masonio Temple, Indianapolis, Ind. 

1832, 30th — Masonic Temple, Boston, Mass. 

MASONIC GRAND BODIES ORGANIZED. 

1808, 1st — Grand Chapter of Virginia. 

1855, 3d — Grand Council (Cryptic) of Maine. 

18~6, 5th — Grand Cominandery of Maine. 

1838, 11th — Grand Lodge of Texas. 

1854, 15th — Grand Commandery of Indiana. 

1798, 17th — Grand Chapter of Conn. 

1846, 18th — Grand Chapter of Miss. 

1797, 19th — Grand Commandery of Penn. 

1812, 29th — Grand Chapter of S. C. 

1801, 31st — Supreme Council 33° of S. C. ? 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

1782, 1st — Duke of Cumberland made G. M. of England. 
1848, 1st — Masonic Signet (periodical) published. 

1775, 2d — Duchess Bourbon, Grand Mistress Ad. Rite. 

1859, 2d — 1st National Masonic School of Instruction. 

1806, 3d — Convention, Norfolk, Va., to establish G. Chapter.. 
1825, 4th — Lafayette visited Grand Lodge of Tenn. 

1758, 5th — Pope Benedict XIV (Antimason) died. 

1776, 6th — Convention, Williamsburg, Va., to establish G. L^ 
1843, 8th— Masonic Convention, Baltimore, Md. 

1822, 9th — Convention, Washington, D. C. 

1846, 11th — Masonic Convention, Winchester, Va. ' 

1853, 11 th — Grand Masonic Demonstration, TippCcanoe,Jhi<k. 
J310, 12th— 54 Knights Templar burnt at PaWs. 
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1797, 12th — Convention, Philadelphia, Penn., to establish Grand 
Commandery. 

1823, 19th — Convention, Mobile, Ala., to establish G. Chapter. 
1829, 20th — Eli Bruce incarcerated. 

1858, 22d — American Freemason, (periodical,) published. 

1530, 24th — Malta occupied by Knights of lthodes. 


Collection of Does. 

At the end of every three months, not more, the dues of the 
members of a Lodge should be collected. If the brother desires 
further time let him ask it ; but consider the amount duj. To ad- 
vance still another step in financial equity, he should proffer his 
request before his quarter is out As to the Secretary, he must 
notify the person owing, by regular form of account. Who of 
all Secretaries has been inducted iuto this duty 7 Let him have 
honor accordingly. Know a faithful Secretary by this, that the 
highest of his wishes is for each brother to keep his account 
squared upon the ledger ; — this being done, (the two pages stand- 
ing like well-balanced scales,) you meet nothing but smiles in the 
south-east of the Lodge. Instead of being a retired place, (as 
surely it is when every brother owes the Lodge]) and the candi- 
date the only person who is made to feel welcome there, all listen 
with pleasure to hear the Secretary engage in the performance of 
his stated duties. 

The same lectures and the same five great points of obligation 
apply, word by word, in the financial relation of a brother to the 
Lodge as before in the other relations. How, then, can the instruc- 
tor, without a blush, face his fellow-member, when he communi- 
cates to him the moral code, and especially Honesty, the first 
badge of the Order, and the most important, who is quarters and 
even years in arrears to the Lodge? When the Secretary’s book 
informs him of his defalcation, it ought to palsy his tongue. One 
of that class, the faithful Secretaries, (very scarce they are!) 
used to express, by the cant phrase, “ It is now 6 o’clock, a. m., in 
the time of your payments !’’ the fact of a brother’s being on his 
second quarter’s dues, and the debtor well knew that if the hint 
was not speedily taken, a broader and more public one would fol- 
low. Honesty as between brother and brother, and a brother and 
his Lodge, is an early inculcation of his induction, and this closes 
the lesson. 
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So mubhih^b^e^iiHdiil>m^iU^ttfoeirtiini^6iivnsCl9 ott* pugna- 
cious repute, adberfc# ffrthfcWaiiiisvef ladipetmMj&dfiic jMvilegfcs 
that we propose to give some extracts from an author of the last 
generation, whose views upoTT Masonry are usually quoted as 
sound and authoritative, ^q.aUpde ^apt. Smith, author of 
u Use and Abuse of Masonry.-— tSe need not say to our readers 
that we avo 1 not prepared to gW 1 Wfa? thfo adttlibr In admitting 
ladies to the lodges'; ^eglVeMybptoioli&’f^ sre wkrth. 

But they Will show' the 1 'fitter want 1 of Veeaoity if ^f tiioSe Writers 
who charge us with inlVedhtcmg novelties* utide^ the ‘ head 1 of 
^Adoptive. Masonry.” * ^ ^ ’ *’ ‘ . 

In the latter part of the work named is a cha'p t^ i V <c At cte n t .an d 
Mbdern rbasdns why tlie lhdies have never f bfeen adinitted into the 
Society of Freemason si” It seems to have been delivered aS an 
Address, and was first submitted, the author declares, to a lady of 
eminent qualities, who revised it and gaVe it fcbme - finishing 
touches. u ‘ ! ‘ * . ' 1 : ^ 

Arduous is the task I am now entering upon,* and very difficult, 
indeed, is it to eradicate opinions which, have been sol strongly 
impressed upon ^he people’s minds, and . especially those of the 
fair sex, for ages past. How;ever ? the reasons and arguments that 
I shall lay down I hope will remove those grounded opinions, and 
prove highly satisfactory to fair readers ; as I am Store when they 
consider seriously upon Masonry, and but for h : momeht reflect 
that its institution is for the- improvement of the minds and morals 
of mankind, they will allow them to be just. 

Ib the first instance, and it must be allowed a truth beyond the 
power of contradiction, that no' society, or body of men upon 
earth can venerate, adore, and Esteem the fair sex nlore than Free- 
masons do. We can not but reckon it a very great mi sfof tun 0 
that the ladies should be offended at their non-admission into this 
Carder ; and the more so, as they learn with what moderation 
FreCmasofis comport themselves in their assemblies ; but without 
knowing the reasons why they are not admitted, some, indeed, 
censure us with all the severity their delicate minds are capable 
of ; others, again, are as liberal and unrestrained in braise of the 
Society. This, We must beg leave to say, is entirely owin^j to 
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tWtfltoafc ppyeju^if o> v bac^use. -a, little, . jfefc<*io!v t wQt*ld; 

received into this ipfititutipjpjs n^p. 
tbe-l^a^t *H9guUv, as some Masonic authprsi allege, who pqyV "they, 
stamjiu the same pre^ioament with refspect to tbe priestbo^nnd? 
many other socket?##; the pptemu as^emblips of, the ancients^! tjhe • 
-spptfea ,o£ pagap* and- the cqpcjavp* , of papal Ropaie, all national 
spates, ppd . 1 ecclesiastical /synpds,* universities ^aud semiuarie?- of ; 
learning, <etq,, ifl$e., r with which they jmight with equal propriety h# r 
ojfendech” ,? . . > -.- ' • f ■', : • ' .• 1 ; > 

^Qtbflvs, agaiq,, assert that *the reason why ladies wpfe exploded, 
thiajsppiety, was to take *way >11 occasion for calumny; >and.r^ 1 
ftrqafdu (Which those shallow geniuses seem to think .would have/ 
b#eji unavoidable, had they -been admitted. And again, ths,t since , 
women had,; in .general, hf pa always considered m not* very well: 
qualified tq fceep^ a secret, bee an se the woman of Timnath, whom 
Samson took to wife, belayed the secret of the riddle, which he , 
onjtr.usted her with, to the Philistines. Likewise, becaupe Delilah, 
nfter repeated stratagems and art, persuaded Samson to inform > 
her where his great strength lay, which he had no sooner done, 
than she betrayed him to the Philistines, who bound him and put 
o.ut/both his eyes. I think it exceedingly unjust to exclude the 
fair: sex Jro.m benefiting by our societies, on account of Delilah’s 
behavior; because it is, pot known whether she was a woman of 
Israel or one of the daughters of the Philistines ; whether it was 
Samson’s i wife or only, a harlot, sacred history has not told. us* •* 
However this be, her whole behavior speaks as a mercenary wo- 
man who would do sanythingifor money; and accordingly Jose- ; 
phus calls her a, common prostitute, to the Philistines. , 

I must further add that in the most solemn and serious momenta 
of the assembled Freemasons in open lodge, and at the reception 
of a brother, the ancient, and even the most part of modern Free- , 
masons always present the newly initiated brother with two pairs 
of white gloves , one pair for himself, and the other pair for a lady, 
with a strict charge to present them to that female for whom he 
has.jthe greatest regard ; and even in our hours of relaxation from 
labor, when innocent rpirth abounds we never forget Milton Ywords: 

“ Grace was in all her steps, heaven in her eye, 

In every gesture, dignity and love.” 

An anonymous author of reputation observes; that though men 
are more reserved and secret in their friend’s concerns than their 
own, women on the contrary, keep their own and friend’s secrets 
better than men. Modesty in a woman supposes all other virtues ; 
immodesty all other vices. Women generally take, greater care 
of their reputation fhan men do of theirs. Why then, do we ac- 
count them the weaker sex ? Hence, as virtue makes a beautifhl 
woman appear more beautiful, so beauty makes a virtuous woman, 
really more virtuoup. ' 

v 

* 
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The Ladies as Freemasons. 


On many occasions of late, the ladies have been admitted to 
sundry parts of our ceremonies, viz., At laying the foundation 
stone of Freemasons’ Halls, dedications of the same, Royal Arch 
processions, private, and public Masonic orations, etc., atone of 
which the laaies were thus addressed by the Orator : 

“ You have heard, ladies, our grand principles explained, with 
the instructions given to the brethren, arid \ doubt not but at other 
times you have heard many disrespectful things dhid of this So- 
ciety. Envy, malice, and uncharitableness will never be at a loss 
to decry, find fault, and raise objections to what they do not 
know. How great, then, the obligations you lay on this lodge. 
With what respect, superior esteem and regard are we to look on 
every lady present, that has done U3 the honor of her company 
this evening. To have the sanction of the fair is our highest am- 
bition, and our greatest care will be to preserve it. The virtues 
of humanity are peculiar to your sex, and we flatter ourselves the 
most splendid ball could not afford you greater pleasure, than to 
see the human heart made happy, and the poor and distressed 
obtain present relief.” 

Hence as there is no law, ancient or modern, that forbids the 
admission of the fair sex amongst the society of Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons, and custom only has hitherto prevented h *ir Ini- 
tiation, consequently, all bad usages and customs ought to be 
annihilated, and ladies of merit and reputation admitted into the 
Society ; or at least be permitted to form lodges among their own 
sex, in imitation of those in Germany and France. This is apian 
that the unfortunate Dr. Dodd had much at heart, and had so far 
succeeded in as to be ripe for execution had his untimely death 
not prevented it. 

I know there will be many prejudices entertained against the 
character of Masonic ladies, and, perhaps, if ladies’ lodges were 
as numerous as those of the other sex, some inconveniences might 
arise from it; but I must own it does not appear to me that a 
woman will he rendered less acceptable in the eves of the world, 
or less qualified to perform any part of her duty in it by employ- 
ing a small allotment of her time in the cultivation of her mind 
by studying Freemasonry. Time enough will remain, after a few 
hours in a week spent in the study of the Royal Art for the im- 
provement of the person, for domestic concerns and the acquisi- 
tion of the usual accomplishments. With respect to these accom- 
plishments, I will not presume to direct the method of pursuing 
them; I will not so far intrude on a province which by no means 
belongs to us. The ladies themselves, and their instructors, want 
no directions in matters of external ornament, the end of which 
is to please on intuition. However arrogant the men have been 
in their claims of superiority, they have always allowed the ladies 
the possession of the most delicate and refined taste in the im- 
provement and perception of all kinds of beauty. 

• S 
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From what has been advanced, not one doubt' remains but the 
ladies may, and have an undoubted right to be admitted as mem- 
bers of the most ancient and most honorable society of Free and 
Accepted Masons, neither can any brother or set of brethren be 
accused of violating his or their obligation in aiding or assisting 
at the initiation of the ladies, or in forming female lodges. Hence 
many advantages will arise to the society in general, and among 
the rest, that of assisting the widows and orphans of deceased 
Freemasons, to which the Grand Lodge of England gives no relief. 
Therefore, let all Freemasons unanimously sing aloud : 

Open ye gates* receive the fair who shares 

With equal sense, oar happiness and cares ; 

. Than* charminr females, there behold 

What mnssy stores of burnished gold, 

Yet richer is our art ; 

: Not ail the orient gems that shine, 

. Not treasures of rich Ophir’s mine, 

* Excel the Mason’s heart ; 

True to the Fair, he honors more 

Than glltt’ring «ems, or brigh est ore, , 

The plighted pledge of love ; 

To every tie of honor bound, 

. In love and friendship constant found, 

And favored from above. 


The “Ditto” in Masonry. 


Business men in making ont a bill of items, where the same 
article occurs in a number of consecutive lines, are accustomed to 
“ditto” the articles rather than' repeat the word so often. 

In descri bijig the customs and usages of lodges doing the Webb- 
Preston Work, a person can “ditto” the whole. All the variations 
observed in a score of lodges will scarcely warrant the introduc- 
tion of a new line- How is it with the thousand and one bastard 
Rituals in vogue in many States? why you can not ditto a dozen 
ot their usages, they are so variant with each other. And yet 
this is what somb of our Masonic periodicals call Freemasonry. 
Had Solomon’s builders employed such a system, there never 
would have been one stone laid upon another in his royal edifice. 
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T^he-use^of .^iQVisjlp at the eud of lodge, labors h& 8 thr^e^dv^- 
tages, ,^8 the aeeomplished Webb taught^plfeasuro, scientific ini- 
provemerity and 1 advance in Masopic philosophy, prefigured lit tbfi ’ 
poetry/ Tt ^ei e worth a six months’ tftiidy to .tyej&oiji'e exppft* in^ 
lodge music; nay, more. Though ten or twelve months’* leisure 
were expended in this directiop, no regre^ would ^pljbw. From 
the first step of induction, if the brotherwere tb hear sour aesthet- 
ics done f up in proper rhyifte &nd attuned to fitting notes, his 
desires toward more light would be seen to take a greater flight, 
and in the final step of the 'sublime fle^re^ he nVugf assuredly suc- 
cumb to the power of tragedy. a& tunefully sot: to verse. Notify 
the person who has become indifferent to lddgemiefctings, that 
music is there, and lie will be seen fir at, at the opening. Music 
first inducted Robert Burns into the love of Masonr^ ; its prac- 
tice in the old Scottish lodges enamored him, and through it he 
acquired the summit of his Mxuwmm^wishes. Introduce music as 
a regular visitant into your lodge. This being done, the two (the 
drama and song) meet in a retired place hs lovers should, and a 
few minutes are minutes of bliss.. Before the hour of noon is 
labor ; and the candidate for human toil is made to he^ir the har$h 
notes of command. But let the svm come in the South, and lo, 
the change,!; The same lectures, how differently they sound ! and 
the same five points, of obligation, how much more willingly, he 
holds, by them ! Word by word as before, yet the impression hofr i 
different ! : Join music to the hour of refreshment, aud the. eje- . 
ments of bread, salt, and \yater, which are , provided for his food, 
become manna to his taste. His face is covered as^ with ^9 glow ; 
of health and delight. The lecturer. has an ea.^y task witb.hW}., 
then. He who hands him a piece of bread and directs him tpi : 
taste it and to say what it is, will bear joyful words when he j 
replies. Wb at the lecturer sags, accords with wliaf the Brother, 
thinks ! * 
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^he tectarer of Si^ty Tears Since. 


t Sixty years since, a bright Mason anil student was found in the 
tpettso* fcf Benjamin 1 Gleasoii. The Grand Lodge of > Massachu- 
setts, which a few 'years previously had succeeded in uniting all 
ihre* lodges of that jurisdiction, save one, into it^ own body, isstifeu 
in : Mfllrch, 1805, a Circular Letter, headed “From the East, the 
West,' arid* the South of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts*” In 
/this document, drawn up with care, the> confession is made, by 
way of prefatory rehiark, that u Great and eeribus inconveniences 
bft^e arisen- and continue to arise, to our Most Ancient and Hon- 
orable Fraternity, from the rude, imperfect, and in many instan- 
ces, erroneous Lectures and Modeof Workm many of our lodges; 
and the respectability and credit of evefy lodge demand that thode 
inconveniences should be removed as speedily as may be.” 

These discrepancies doubtless grew out of the conflict of the 
tVto bodies styled the “Ancients” and “ Modern,” each of which 
had its headquarters in Boston, and between whom there was 
little cordiality for a long time subsequent to tl)e Revolutionary 
War. : Indeed, to this day the lodges of Massachusetts are not 
numbered as* in other jurisdictions, owing to the obstinacy of the 
various 'Boston lodges in claiming preeminence upon the rolls. 

' Considerable confusion arose out of this irregularity of which we 
netednot spfeak here. 

* The Circular ; goes on to aver that “Many officers of Grand 

* Lodge aftd other very respectable brethren in various parts’of this 

Commonwealth, have earnestly requested the Grand Lodge to 
establish a regular art d uniform mod e of Masonic labor in. all the 
several Degrees ; and that the most excellent and highly-valued 
lectures belonging to those Degrees, and which diffuse true Mu- 
donio light andktfdrmcation to the Craft, may be taught invaria- 
bly in aU tfae/lodge^ agreeably to the Ancient Forms and 
venerated Landmarks of the Fraternity.” / • ’ 

^ These “ excellent and highly- valued lectures” are those which 
i Thomas Smith W ebb had received sortie eight yfcafs before ’ at 
Albany; N. Y., to inculcate which he had already published two 
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editions of his “ Freemasons’ Monitor,” and in which he had, after 
removing to Providence, R. I., instructed Benjamin Gleason, then 
a student in Brown University there. The whole Circular before 
us, shows too plainly the hand of Gleason himself to doubt who, 
in the main, was the composer. 

But to proceed, “And whereas, the Grand Lodge, eve* atten- 
tive to promote the welfare and happiness of the respective lodges 
and particularly, desirous to meet the united wishes of their breth- 
ren, by correcting the errors in Working* and remove the just 
complaints in consequence thereof, and to establish uniformly the 
Ancient Mode of' Labor in the several Degrees of Masonry, did, 
at the Quarterly Communication in March, A. L., 5805, by a unan- 
imous vote impower the Most Worshipful Isaiah Thomas, Esq., 
Grand Master, to use such ways and means as he shorild judge 
would best accomplish this important objects In consequence of 
which vote our said Most Worshipful. Grand Master, having with 
a number of Present and Past Grand Officers, examined our wor- 
thy Brother, Benjamin Gusason, P. M.*etc., and finding him an 
excellent workman in Ancient Manner and Form, and well-skilled 
in the several Degrees of Masonry, has appointed him, our said 
Brother Gleason, Grand Lecturer and Instructor ; arid that the 
errors complained of may be thoroughly corrected, the evils result- 
ing from those errors effectually removed, and a unifol*inmethod 
of Working and Lecturing in Ancient Manner completely ob- 
tained, our Most Worshipful Grand Master has Commissioned arid 
Directed our said Brother Gleason to visit all the l^asonid Dis- 
tricts in this Common wealthy and carefuWy and seasonably to 
notify the several Right Worshipful Masters arid* Worshiped 
Wardens of the Lodges in said Districts to hieet at such timfes 
and at such lodge-room or rooms in each District, as may be Con- 
venient; then and there diligently and faithfully to fcoftimUhicate 
from us to such Right Worshipful Masters nnd Worshipful War- 
dens, Und to such Officers and Members of lodges, as may by 
said Right Worshipful Masters and Worshipful Wardens fee se- 
lected, (or chosen by the Lodges to attend dn the *oci aside, )mu*h 
. lessons and instruction ki the ancient m6de of Masonic Labor, in 
t the several Degrees of Entered Apprentices, Fellow-Craft*, and 
< Mariter Masons ; with the regular mode of Opening arid'Cloying 
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the Lodge in those Degrees; and also such ^lustrations,, by lec- 
ture^ of . the ancient Principles and Usages of our Honorable 
Fraternity, as have been sanctioned by Past and Present Grand 
Dodges and; Grand Masters, in Europe and in the United States, 
and approbated and adopted by us, being according to the Old 
Constitutions. And he is also to communicate from us to said 
Right Worshipful Masters, whom it may concern, the mode of 
Installing, etc., newly-elected Masters and other officers of Lodges, 
as approbated and sanctioned by us.” 

The allusion <here is to the Degree or Order of Past Master, to 
which the then recent establishment of the G. G. Royal Arch 
Chapiter had given dignity and importance. 

The Circular goes on to direct that six successive days be ap- 
propriated to each Lodge, or longer, if needful to complete the 
necessary instruction, but not to exceed twelve days at a place, 
and that Bro, Gleason is to take accurate lists of all who officially 
attend upon his instruction, also &f the time employed, and the 
contributions in money made to him. The Lodges are “ request- 
ed and recommended” to assist him in the discharge of his duty. 
They are expected “ cheerfully to embrace an opportunity, long 
desired by all good Masons, of establishing within this jurisdic- 
tion a regular and uniform mbcfe of Work'as a means of strength- 
ening the attempt to restore the Sublime Art to its Original 
Excellence. The diffusion of the genuine Ancient Principles of 
pur Order will display the Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty of Ma- 
sonry; apd it must add to your felicity as members of our exten- 
sive Fraternity, and as men, to cultivate those principles ^n 
their highest perfection in the Lodges where you have the honor 
to preside. You will, therefore, with alacrity attend to the lec- 
tures and instruction that will be offered you, and make yourselves 
fully and completely acquainted* therewith.” 

' The officers are further directed to choose such members of 
their lodge to attend the lectures “ as ate most likely to Vecfeive 
and fully to impress on their memories the Word and Spirit 
the Lectures, etc:, that they may readily communicate them to 
other members of their lodges, and enable the whole to become 
expert Workmen and valuable Masons.” 

The compensation to the Lecturer was to average about fifteen 
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dollars to Oairh lodgej which, ’conifcideritlg the gfeaW*V8ftue'tff 
money at that day as compared With t!?e j present, Was' a pretty 
’fair remuneration. > The Circular closes with recomrfiendihg l ©ro. 
♦Gleason “in this his truly arduous undertaking,” to theaepersOiia 
to whom itr is addressed, and is signed by the four Grand Officers, 
attested by Thaddetis M. Harris, as “ Grand Corresponding Sec- 
retary.” ' ' ' - * * ■■ >'' ' :; 

This is the outset' of Bro. Gleason’s career. He was a worthy 
pupil of a worthy Master, the only one of the eminent itinerant 
■ Afcasons of that day, ntilbsrs we may select David'Vinton, whobad 
tbe / ’ education and intelligence of his tutor. Had his lot been 
cast in other jurisdictions we ’.might have had sketches of ' hfelife 
and labors, which are so much wanted to guide Lecturers at* the 
present day. As it is, we must be content with the few allusions 
to his labors Which appear in the Proceedings of the Grand Lodge 
of Massachusetts, and which serve only to show that he pursued 
his Vocation for 25 years, in the spirit with which he set out, And 
that the Work of that jurisdiction, until the unfortunate innova- 
tions growing out of the Baltimore Convention of 1846, remained 
Ulmost literally Unchanged. 

' The Webb Lectures. — These far excel all others in sttotig, 
comprehensive language, and the proper interweaving of cere- 
mony and rationale of Masonry. The language is chiefly of 
Saxon derivation. Of 83 words taken at random from the* Lec- 
tures, 59* are monosyllables of that sort. In this respect they 
resemble the King James’ Translation of the Scriptures, and such 
works as The Pilgrim’s Progress of Bunyan. 


The True Objects of Masonry. — Dodgeville Lodge, ,No. 119, 
Wis., to. its announcement of regular meetings adds these com- 
prehensive (in es : 

“ To widow’s tears, to orphans’ cry, 

All waiits our ready hands supply, 

‘So far as power is given ; » ,t ■ \ 

The naked clothe/ the prisoner free, — 

Such are the deeds sweet. Masonry 

* Reveal to u* from heaven. i 
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Hojirs of, Befreshmetit at Grand Lodge. * 

COMMUNICATED BY , A O'RAND LECTURER. 


THE THIRD ARTIQLE. 


X left Brother Brown standing in the north-east corner, about 
to tell his experience, as he said, in his own way, but not in his 
own language, for the verses he* was about to recite he had heard 
in a similar meeting some thirty years before. It was at the time 
that Jeremy L. Cross was lecturing the lodges in New London, 
Norwich and vicinity, where the ritual is retained in its original 
purity to this day. 

There were not so many lodges in those days, yet every Mason 
was a Mason, and they followed Bro. ^ross from lodge to lodge, 
to learn the ritual from his lips, and to enjoy those social reunions 
which formed one of the many pleasing features of his schools of 
instruction, for he was one of those old-time Freemasons who 
knew how to conduct the hourfc of refreshment so thaj; “ the W. 
M. did have pleasure and the Craft profit thereby.” 

It was during this tour of Jeremy Cross’ that Brother Ansel 
Humphreys, the first Grand Lecturer and Past Grand Master of 
IoWa, received his Work, under which the first lodges in the State 
of IotVa were organized, and Brother Humphreys stands to-day 
acknowledged as the first ritualist in that State. 

While spending a day a short time since at Muscatine, I palled 
on this apostle' df Masonry and found him, although advanced in 
years, hale and hearty, and as ready to rehearse the ritual and 
advocate the necessity of uniformity on the old Webb Work as 
when I last saw him, ten years before. He gave me the history 
of rituals in that State, also of the visit of Brother Willson, Grand 
Lecturer of Vermont, to the Grand Lodge of Iowa. He Said that 
he and Brother Willson spent some three days together; that 
during th^t time they rehearsed, the ritual over and over again, 

2 -VOL. it.— NO. v. 
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and that Brother Willson declared the ritual taught by Brother 
Humphreys to be the Webb-Barney Work, just as he received it 
from Barney in 1816. Brother Humphreys declared the ritual 
rehearsed by Brother Willson and Brother Rob Morris at the 
meeting of the Grand Lodge of Iowa, and now promulgated by 
the custodians of the Work in that State, to be the Work as he 
received it from Brother Jeremy Cross, over forty years ago ! 

But you remind me that Brother Brown yet stands in the north- 
east corner! Yes, yes. I had almost forgotten it. But do you 
kuow that I have sometimes thought that Masons should stand in 
ithe north-east comer longer than they do ! Or else remember 
ibetter the great and important lessons they were there taught. 
What an important period in the history of a man is that when, 
after being made a Mason, he is about to receive that solemn 
^charge, and those first instructions on which to build his future 
moral and Masonic character ! From that time, henceforth, he is 
to be an upright man and Mason, and never to forget the duties 
he owes to God, his country, his neighbor, or himself! “To God 
in never mentioning His name but with that reverential awe whicli 
is due from the creature to his Creator. To his country by. dis- 
countenancing disloyalty or rebellion, patiently submitting to legal 
authority and conforming with cheerfulness to the Government of 
the country in which he lives. To his neighbor in acting upon 
the square, doing with him as he wishes to be done by, avoiding 
all irregularities and intemperance that might impair his faculties 
or debase the dignity of his profession]” 

Yes, did we but heed the lessons of the north-east oorner, and' 
oarry them out in our t every-day , walk and conversation, how* 
much misery might be spared! how much peace might we nof 
restore to the troubled mind ! how much distress might we not 
relieve ! And this puts me in mind of a, north-east corner story,* 
told by Brother Rosmir; and as it will take but a little while to 
tell it as it was told to me, I beg that you will allow this small 
digression. - - 

THB NORTH-BAST CORNBB STORY. 

On second thoughts, I will postpone the 6tory, and in its place 
offer these lines stating “ Brother Brown’s experience,’* in bis own 
rhythmical style. The reader will find some good thoughts in it : 
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Before T became a Freemason 
I thought it some damnable thing, 
i thought it was witchcraft or treason ; 

Some swore that the devil reigned king. 

/ felly determined to venture, 

Without any further delay, 

With a firm resolution to enter, 

To a lodge then I hastened away. 

^ fan an old friend, a relation. 

Who I heard was a Mason before, • > • 

,, T . To him I soon made .application, 

He carried my case to the door. 

He told me ;-o tarry with patience ; 

. Straightway to the room did retire, - , <. 

And soon he return'd with an an-wer, 

And told me to come and prepare. 

Good heavens ! a?d how my heart panted, 

Expecting- to meet l with old Nick. : '' ^ ; 

The report I\had taken for granted, 

Before my poor heart ’gan to prick. . 

The way that I went was mysterious, 

.< Tho’ never a word did I spoke* : ' 

Tho’ I found it a matter more serious, 

‘ And I felt in ho huhior to joke. 

Thro’ dark, dismal paths tho’ I’ve. blunder ,*■ ,, 

“ Lord, help me !” in private I cried, 

-• With a voice that seem’d to me like thunder/ } 1 ; 

. “One question my t friend and my guide.’’ lJj; h 

laying, “Brother, who’s that you are leading?’ 1, 

; U i iMy cause unto>*dnm‘he made known 1 . 1 

- guide ^as; my lawy er in pleading, . - 

He carried my case to the throne. 

, With wisdom he tafight me my duty, * . 

He gave me new light to my eyes ; 

I was Mfcftck 1 with &tich magical beauty, v ' 

That, filled my poor heart with surprise.! 

He, told me that I was his brother, 

And that I had nothing to feor, 

-“We love and respect one another, 

So come and partake of our cheer.” 

But. what I saw there I can’t tell you. 

But thi^T can safely declare, 

I found something good for the body, 

1 Believe me, there’s no devil there. 

But this ! will venture to tell you, 

But not a's *t was told unto me, 

Before I went there I was blind, sire, 

,And now with both eyes I can see, D. W. T 
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Nox Masopjefy, . , 

ARTICLE FIRST. ' 

|The first two of this series were published in a New York 
paper in 1858, the remaining numbers are written for this Mag- 
azine.] 

Characters — 1, Clergyman ; 2, ^Veteran ; 3, JVJ^son ; 4, Cos- 
mopolite; 5, Poet; 6, Orator;, 7, Humorist. 

Orator — The three minutes’ rule ; clergymen not exempted. 

Clergyman — That shaft falls harmless. Clergymen are the 
briefest of speakers, when the importance of thqir mission is 
considered. 

Humorist — Importance of their mission ! Was there ever man r 
woman or child, who did not, like Paul, “ magnify his office,” and 
conceive his misson most important? Look at this coat — a button 
is missing ; I left it in the hands of Squire Jkn who, in a maud- 
lin mood, this morning, commenced to tell me of the amount of 
nails he had used in building his pig-pen ; that was his mission ; 
and in his esteem more important than Napoleon’s or Luther’s. 

Cosmopolite — To the theme! to the theme ! We are met to 
compare notes, reconcile discrepancies, mutually to impart and 
receive Masonic instruction, and go home wiser Masons than we 
came ! I have walked about the temple and through it ; I have 
ascended and descended ; I have labored with the Craftsmen of 
every degree, and in every department of the Work; and in all 
this my thirst has increased with what it fed upon. Sacred hun- 
ger ! who shall satisfy the hunger pf knowledge ? Come, open 
Jthe ball somebody, and lay down a proposition. 

Poet — I can conceive a time when the world shall be 
Much better visibly, — and when as far 
As social life and its relations tend, 

Men, morals, manners, shall be lifted up 
To a pure height we know not of nor dream ; 

When all men’s rights and duties shall be. clear 
And charitably exercised, and borne ; , 

When education, conscience, and good deeds, 

Shall have just equal sway and civil claims; 

Great crimes shall be cast out, as were of old 
Devils possessing madmen. Truth shall reign. 

Nature shall be enihr< ned and made sublimex- 
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", Thus suug'Pasttrs. Oanthlp millertial peHod have Its fulfel'mipnt 
out 6f Mafebnry? '* ; if v,fK ’ ; : 1 " { l> )l ' v ' 

; * Elhthhsiasttr Answers no. And I acknowledge* 

myself an enthusiast I would set about 1 the preparation for this 
glorioiis erk h$ thus Qualify every initiate to work the* drama, 
and moralize 1 upon every 1 symbol atrd ceremony of each degree, 
before he advances td an other. This secures intelligent Masons, 
as the balloirboi: and black ballguarantee moral dnes. . , 11 * 

,, Then I would make 1 ehcb J^dge' a berifrd of light and knoWl- 
. edge, until every visitor would ! confess himself rewarded for ‘Ms 
attendance, and none should go aWay dissatisfied-. All this through 
lectulre and library^ employed by clear hekds and zealous hearts. 
Lastly,. I would* direct 'my labors to the Grand Lod*ge/ upon’ Which 
I.Woiild.notoease to pick, and peck, 1 and cement, until itWetfe a 
very sun at midday for radiance ; . until the ^haftsrtieifWbtildcdrtie 
up, ,to i^,,a^tbe; Jdw« to Jerusalem; tod, and time,' Und irJdney 
beif\g: deeme^ of* mo. aoeotinb in the matter, and ottV G. A. C. b^h 
second ,, paradise below! ( Thu& would I realize the image' brtr 
poetical] brother has- so aptly* cited, f- r f: ‘ 14 ‘ Ji * } 

Ckrtfomanr^ Not! forgetting^ I trust, .reliance upon G(^d, hnd 
the aid .of Deity, secured- through fervent prayer. There hr rid 
millenium, religious, masonic,' or philanthropic, 1 * omitting this. : ot 

!Hiwiori&-rI$ I conceive the' difference between the last two 
Speakers, one would work owVhis hoped-for reformation, the bthe£ 
pray it outi i : ■ * ->- v • • ' *’ : ' * : “ J *' ' 4/ ' 

Veteran— Ah ! 4 there is no such Masonry now a days as W4 
used to : hear. Men won’t tiake time to investigate the goOdcktwe 
as formerly. The motion of the earth is accelerated in tftdte 
latter titties, and all things, fly faster. • c 

t Cosmopolite— AM respect to 1 old age! Yet old age is quitd'arf 
often mistaken as. youth ; nay, I believe oftener . The manwhd 
looks at life in 1858, from the standpoint of 181&, leaves out of- 
•sight the very spring and force which alone makes life worth- 
living for. I have looked upon an old oak, whose annual foliage 
was so sparse it could 1 be counted by" a’ child id Arithmetic, and 
observed the effort th.epqor trep makes^foc what? To furnish 
shade ? to afford nesting-places 'for birds? to supply food to bird 
end beast? No, but to keep itself from fatting. That is too much- 
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like old age in Masonry ; few are like Salem Town, and Baneroft 
and r Posey, who* after three score years; drop aOOrpa and; diffuse- 
shade to all below. The greater number consume theft Bitth* vi- 
tality in holding their places*^ No suoh Masonry new at day s r 
prithee! thank God for that, if the general stampede of 182& is a 
specimen of the old fashions, I would have non<e of theml 

Clergyman— TS ay, nay, Brother pot so fast. It is not* every 
servant in the house of his Master whose btisiuea* i$ in the kkch- 
en, stable, or field. Some who serve . only watch and wait* Gtd 
age has its essential part in Masonry, and oh, hdw important that 
part! Did you ever look from the dais of a lodge* or, still better,, 
of a Grand Lodge, over a large audience, and drOp your eye h8re 
|tnd there upon a gray bead? What kindling of the eye doesit 
inspire! A Masonic Lodge without a gray head in its. member- 
ship is a home without a mother. One should instantly be im- 
ported there, regardless of expense! • \ ' 

. Jfumorist — To be sure. Why, the very Columns themselves, 
that were made of brass, and stood East of the porch, had no 
•part in sustaining the building; they did not toxieli the building f 
they were like to faithful veterans, standing sentinels at the gate. 

, Orator— A pretty subject for an address Masonry would make,, 
if we could not point out its antiquity ! And how are we going 
to illustrate antiquity unless >yo have old men ? : f f 

CosmopolUe—But then, the emblem of immortality and the 
resurrection in Masonry is green, not gray; a sprig, not a snowball. 

Poet — I must answer that. The verdant sprig is !the Masonic* 
emblem of immortality, because of the contrast presented between 
its hue and life, and the death and chitt of winter. .'Were there* 
no winter, no snow, no gray and dreary barrenness, there would 
lie no spring, no greenness, and no vitality for <our*o$e. Therein 
*. Masonic incident somewhere published^ in wbieh an old mah is- 
represented sitting, in the dead of winter and powdered with 
*pow, under a lofty cedar tree* full of leaves. It begins thus 
, ( Droops thy bough,, oh cedar tree. - 

Like yon dear, yon aged form ? 

V. Droops thy bough in sympathy,* 

. • For fche T^resck of hfe ? s pad st#rm T , • « 

* fi Sad, indeed, his wintry age, t- * r , . 

’ Cheerless how his princely home,- — ' ) M 

; ; And the thoughts his soul \ * i; ■..!>. 

f .Are of winter and the tomb, - 
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Veteran — Thanks for your defence of age. Age is full of com- 
plaints, I know, and I should offer an apology for thus deprecia- 
ting the Masoilry of the present day. I remember in my Masonic 
youth the Mason who accompanied Brad dock on his fatal expe- 
dition, and lived to return, complaining bitterly of the degeneracy 
of the present century. They used to vow that Major Washington 
was the most intelligent, the most dignified, and the most learned 
man the world ever produced ; and that Henry Price could open 
a lodge with more fervor than Thomas Smith Webb himself ! 
The only blow with a stick I ever got was from a veteran Mason 
in 1812, who chastised me over a glass of punch, for laughing at 
one of the old and somewhat smutty songs of 1756 ! yet I ajn 
'fain to believe that the Fraternity has never quite overcome ,tbe 
effects of the excitements of 1826-86, numerous as the Fraternity 
now may be, and that there would be profit in looking back to the 
days of their fathers. 

( To be continued.) 


Freemasonry in the ScRiPTirREs.^If any fail to find Freema- 
sonry in the Scriptures, it is because they do not know what Free- 
masonry is; they do not know what to look for . The instructed 
eye discovers its “ mystic tracings” upon, every page. The heart 
tempered with love finds daily delight in ‘‘searching the Scrip- 
tures” for these startling and ever new analogies. 

Amongst the many Scriptural analogies to Freemasonry, take 
this from 2d Kin^s, 10th chapter: 

“And when he was departed thence he lighted on Jehonadab* 
the son of Rechab, coming to meet him ; and he saluted him and' 
said to him, ‘ Is thine heart right, as my heart is with thy heart V 
And Jehonadab answered, ‘ It is.’ ‘ If it be, give me thine hand/ 
Aud he gave him his hand ; and he took him up to him in the 
chariot.” 
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, . . , Milton on; , Suicide.. : .n 

’ \ . 1 * ! r ! -V 

Wben the 'Texas Masons burned in Masonic fowxiy the body’ of 
one of 4 their Past Grand Masters, wbp. had.ppmjuifctqi auieide,»we 
protested in the name of Masonry ’again8t*sucbde^pration, ot xMir 
•solemn rlt^s. We proved by reference tp the Burial 3erviee itself, 
"that* a suicide cap no more receive thpse Ijist apd,; best attentions 
’ of Masonry than a homicide. W e found but fqw, who differed 
with us, nor can we see any grounds for a contrary opinion. • Jji 
reading Milton recently we came across a forcijble.p^sageillus- 
tVating oii r idea, which we transcribe. Jt mayj be, speu jin} t,he 
Tatt'er part of Paradise Lost . Eve .suggest§ suicidp ps ,^n ^pdipg 
bf tiheir misery* while Adaiu argjue^ apaiast } it^ i} Thp (Jle^ate^s 
Commenced by j five : 1 * *:>* 

Let us seek death, or he, not foppd, apply $ (l , •. 

: With our own hands his office on ourselves ; 

Why stand we longer shivering under feKrfc * r / M * ' 
That show no epd but death^and fiave the power 
Of many ways to die, the shortest choosing, 

Destruction with destruction to destroy ? 

She ended here, or vehement despair 
Broke off the rest ; so much of death her thoughts 
Had entertained, as dyed her checks with pale. 

But Adam with such counsel nothing swayed. 

To better hopes his more attentive mind, 

Laboring had raised, and thus tckEbref Teplied, i - ' 

Eve, thy contempt of life and pleas^r^ J3cepi5> . , ' . , ; « , ll( 

** • ‘ To argue in the6 something more sublime 

t And excellent than wiiat thy mind Contemns ; 4 4 

But self-destruction, therefore sought, .refiUea; y , , , , 

That excellence thought in thee ana implies * 

Not thy contempt, but' ahguish and regret * 1 ' ’ 

For loss of life and pleasure overloved ; » 

*Or if thou covet death as utmogt end 

Of misery, so thinking to evade 

The penalty pronounced, doubt not, j but God ; ;*< ], 

Hath wiselier armed hisvengeful ire than so r r 
' • To be forestalled ; much more I fear’ lest death 

, So snatched will not exempt us fromi the pain 1 , 

We are by doom to pay ; rather such acts } • 

Of contumacy mil provoke the Highest . . 

‘ • To make death' in us live ; then let us seek 

Same safer resolution, which methinks' 
l have in view, calling to mind with heed 
Part of our sentence, that thy seed shall bruise 
The serpent’s head ; piteous amends, unless 
Be meant, whom I conjecture, our grand foe, 

Satan, who in the serpent hAth contrived 
Against us this deceit ; to crush his head 
Would be revenge indeed. 
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The recent death of Father authorizes us to communicate 

thiougli tins iMasomcvMagazmo some 'of-; the peculiarities which 
refcdexed himjla^kwas anioirg'the Graft iti bis vicinity, and which 
garelblm a taftlh* to bd nomomifeered by surviving breth/4h.’ , * ,,IiV '*‘‘ : 

iHe was familiarly known amongst his Masonic friends as ^Father 7 
Search-the-Scriptures,” abbreviated often into “ Father Search^ a 
title, by . the* way, ih whiok,\be^o©k^ great delight, and which had 
its ongih.in!. an ihVe.teratei habit*,, continued to lirs dying hour, of 
^upting Sicrip^iveiin dvea^yi conceivalblb emergency, In the lodge 
awi Oht of it. ) We do not thihk weaver met a person Who knew 
as .much Scripture by heart as this venerable man, 'dnd his nSe 6f 
it was ever/guided by good sense and ‘discretion, as albVhbknew 

him will testify. M . .i ? *. ■ ’=* ‘ 

During various conve'rsations in years past, which We have held 
with Father we- jotted down, bv } his conSen^, sbnfie' hasty 

notes of his sayings* and doings, and now proceed to give thdrn, 
not; merely to, grhtify the rbadend curiosity, but to show the inti- 
mate connection that exists between Scriptural emblem g and those 
of Freemasonry, The study of this subject has long since con- 
vinced ,us £hat^bere.;i$ no (passage in Masonio instruction but has 
ifs cpunte^nvt and. elucidation in the teachings of God*s Word; 

: “Around,! *bQY£, uptn whose lids - f; 

We jv^ve tl|e iNDfi^soLTJjJ^E Cpun.” . : ■ , , ; - , 

In an exhortation* to ,his brethren, to which “we listened with 
profound ip tepest ^ryi, pleasure, she made these texts part of his 
subject: , v > - • .. ... . ; ■ • * * 

“j[ have, ^e.t {free ftp* a tower? and a fortress among my people 
that thou mayest 'try their way,” Und this led to tlie 

composition of some lines, since published, commencing: 
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**A citj »et upon a hill 
Can not be hid ; 

Exposed to every eye it will 
An influence shed, 

And spread the light of peaoe afar 
Or blight the land with horrid war.” 

“Thus saith the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, Amend your 
ways and your doings and I will cause you to dwell in this place.” 
“Yea, the Lord will answer and say unto his people, Behold, I 
will send you corn, and wine, and oil, and ye shall be satisfied 
there with ; and I will no more make yon a reproach among the 
heathen.” i 

Speaking of our duty to afford sympathy and relief to a brother 
in distress, he quoted the tremendous denunciations by Obadiali 
against the people qf Tyre, who joined in thd destruction! of their 
brethren, instead of extending the hand of kindness and aid to 
them : 

“ For thy violence against thy brother Jacob , shame shall cover 
thee and thou shalt be cut off forever. .... Thou shouldest 1 not 
have looked on the day of thy brother in the day that he became 
a stranger; neither shouldest thou have rejoiced over the children 
of Judah in the day of their destruction; neither shouldest thou 
have spoken proudly in the day of distress. . ... As thou hast 
done, it shall be done unto thee ; thy reward shall return upon 
thine own head.” 

Advisjng the brethren of his lodge of their personal duties, he 
qupted : 1 : ' ( 

“He hath shewed thee, oh, man, what is good; and what' doth 
the, Lord require of thee but to do justly, and to love mercy , and 
to walk humbly with thy God?” ^ These are the things that ye 
shall do: Speak ye every man the truth to his neighbor; execute 
the judgment of truth and p^ace in your gates; and let none of 
you imagine evil in your hearts against his neighbor; and love 
no false oath ; for all t^hese are things that I hate, saith the Lord.” 
“ Have we not all one father? hath tlot one God created uS? Why 
do we deal treacherously every mart against his' brother by pro- 
faning the covenant of our fathers.” “ One shall say unto him, 
What are these 1 wounds in thine hands? Theft he shall' hrtswer. 
Those with which Iwas wmmded iii the house ofmy friends 1 ?* 
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“And I will come near to you to judgment; and I will be a swift 
witness against the sorcerers* and against the adulterers, and 
against false swearers and against those that oppress the hireling 
in his wages, the witfowand the fatherless, and that turn aside 
the stranger from his right, and fear not rae, saith the Lord of 
Hosts.” 

The charms of love as the spirit of brotherly kindness and 
charity afforded him his amplest store of quotations. Like St. 
John, whip is said in his old age to have confined his admonitions 
to one brief sentence, “ Love one another,” our venerable friend 
made love the burden of every song. He inculcated the doctrine 
that brethren should not presume to associate in lodge together, 
who were at personal points with each other, and enforced this 
view by the quotation: “ If thou bring thy gift to the altar, and 
there remernberest that thy brother hath aught against thee, leave 
there thy gift before the altar and go thy way ; first be reconciled 
to thy brother and then come aud offer thy gift. 5 ] In this connec- 
tion also he quoted Milton : 

“So many grateful altars I would rear 

Of grassy turf, and pile up every stone 

Of luster from the brook, in memory 

Qr monument to ages, and thereon 

Offer sweet smelling gums, and fruits and flowers^ 

In yonder nether world where shall I seek 
r 1 His bright appearance or footsteps trace ?** 

and the words of Hosea: “They have spoken words , ^swearing 
falsely in making a covenant ; thus judgment springe tb up as 
hemlock in the furrows of the field.” 

Those who were near him in the last days say that his farewell 
words were, “ Finally, brethren, farewell. Be perfect, be of good 
comfort, be of one mind, live in* peace ; and the God of dove and 
peace shall be With you.” 


This LANOMARK8.Tf~The Masonic landmarks are not so much <* 
wa# against which a blind man may run, and which restricts even 
the giddy' and ignorant. They are rather posts and monuments 
set up at intervals — intervals, perhaps, too great for the inexpert 
eye to see them, but not too great for science and skill to connect 
them with infallible certainty. 
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. . " 7~~ ~ - ; " . . • ( : . . n rn > . M ' ~ ? *"»/ 

- Twfc DESTAovitK oV Unity. — fiat what a heart must that ‘.m an 
bear whfotean rend asunder such ties as Masonry lifts wbVent t>f 
-the three wprst punishment** knbwn to the living, »surely Ms mnfet 
be the most severe. The months roll to him no confirmation ? 6f 
hope. Before leaving the place of men,, he ipay striyc, bijt in 
vftiri' to refasten the chain lie has shattered. It is proper to repent 
and reform; but nb man can re-create. It is fitting in low and 
soletwA accents to offer a supplication to Deity, that forgiveness 
may be, extended, J>ut the rptnpdy is >flot in anaia’ja bandar. i»The 
lessonp of the time and place ruay serve thp^/jvho qqiqe ftfter? 
and they may be blest to the hearts and consciences of all ? who 
are present when the evil man dies^ but such a wrong as he’ has 
committed is irreparable. ■ ; ' ' j ^ 

^ After,.arriving at th,e spot where once stood a lodge, tk(M swept 
away by the spirit of discord? we pftusetq. meditate* .« The saal of 
silence is set upon it ; but there was once in 11 , sic among the breth- 
reii-^the sOng first set upon their lips (who had the heart to 
remove it?) 'is lost in' the general disdord. 1 The same eVil one 
wlio once appeared among the children of (^od has ftpp^aYeii 
and in a like manner exerpised his . cruel, powers. It was set on 
page of fate that these children of light should, listen and be be- 
guiled. This closes the history, that they forfeited Unity . No 
more pleasures of induction into the knowledge of universal 
Brotherhood; no more ' u l0Ve of the Brethren ; ” no more gavel 
sounds which are the music of authority; no more prayers, then 
the wings of angels bearing offerings upward ; no more earnest 
inquirers to be informed, ‘that should they desire to advance they 
will have but to make their wishes known ; these Tuins of ft lodge 
wrecked upon the shoals of discord, are at the > end of liape. 
Two or three can not be found to agree together as touching 
the thing they should ask. The months change; moons wax 
and wane; they shall be the uneasiness of lodge meetings accom- 
modated to their movements no more. They are at the end of 
their labor, yet the temple is unfinished. Counseled by a' greater 
than Solomon to walk together in Unity they speak to no one 
. upon the subject of Peace. Their voice is silent save when 
unfriendly themes are broached. Those have a strange fashion 
for the now alienated Craftsmen; the present malign the absent 
and all is as discord would have it. Who being taught to exer- 
cise the highest prudence *and discretion in every thing that relates 
to this Order, can find a trace of Masqnry iq ^uch a ruin as this? 

■ . •• *,f : ■ ' * i ' /• • 

> .. ■ j.,it ; . <! , it? - H ■ f 

, , : -»h ' ih /m : i i ' . / ' ’it i 
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\\ ; The Eite of Memphis. . > . . . 

Iri tlib February No. of the Voice of Masonry the editor quotes 
the IsingtHlge of ’a Brother who has been enlightened to the extent 
of i96 fdegretfi in the above Rite, and says, 44 However perfect a 
may become in that branch of the Royal Art, he has 
j-eceiv*d but a flickering light until he has penetrated within the 
temple of our Ancient and Primitive Rite.” Such expressions 
wotald be Absolutely beneath the notice of an enlightened Master- 
were it not. for th£ baneful influences of this unceasing crying up 
and lauding, of higher degrees, on the minds of the younger and 
less informed members of the Craft. Already in my own lodge, 
two or three brethren who take tbe Voice , have spoken iu a very 
serious manner relative to this Ancient Rite, regretting their ina- 
bility to participate in the resplendent rays of such a grand illu- 
mination ! It is a wrong to publish such things, such — (I was 
almost tempted to say something stronger,) — exaggerations . This 
bubble, like all such, is easily pricked. 

The whole affair originated in the brains of a lot of fanciful 
Parisians, in 1832 — and it is Ancient indeed ! And what makes 
the matter worse they founded the whole 44 Rite” on some ideas 
of a gentleman who 44 went in” on higher Masonry in ancient times , 
viz., Count Cagliostro. The Coant pretended to have received 
this 44 Rite” from a Jutland merchant, who had resided some time 
in Egypt, and who pretended to have ^he “ Ancient Mysteries of 
Memphis.” Perhaps the Count did have some of his ideasiuixed 
up with portions of another Rite, viz., “Mizraira,” a Rite, by the 
way, more ancient and honorable, but even that exploded long 
ago. And this is the Great Light to which Symbolic 1 Masonry is 
only a “faint glimmering!” No doubt the degrees of this Rite 
are very tine, beautiful, impressive, and all that sort of thing; no 
doubt very “ pretty,” but why try to palm them off as ancient f 
why compare, even, with Symbolic Masonry — aye, why call them 
Masopry at all ? Much less, decry Masonry in favor of such bas- 
tard, new-born “ Rites.” 

I was rather surprised to see such an article from the pen 
the editor of the Voice . To be sure he said nothing in its favor, 
but I should have thought he would not have suffered even this 
much to pass the east gate of his sanctum. si one squarbr. 

Editorial Note. — This criticism is kindly accepted, as all such 
fair and open comments will ever be. Our only reply is that there* 
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The Rite of Memphis. 


is exactly the same grouud for recommending the 44 Egyptian 
Rite,” so-called, as the Degrees comprehended in the Royal Arclv 
Chapter, the Cryptic Council, and the Orders, of Knighthood, as 
practiced in this country. All are beautiful, all are impressive, all 
are moral and improving,, but all are modern, uone are qs ranch 
as a century old. We have never taken these i‘ f Egyptian” De- 
grees, but have no doubt from Brother Seymour’s account Of 
them that .they are quite as good and as true as anything else that 
is called Masonic, outside of the Blue .Lodge. It is time that our 
brother 44 Stone Sqtiarer” should understand that if Mackay had 
said as much of Royal Arch Masonry in his “*LexicOn,” (from • 
which our correspondent quotes so freely,) as he did of Cagltos- 
tro and his bastardisms, the former would have stood no higher 
than the latter. But Mackay is General Grand High Priest in 
the former, and nothing in the 1 after,; arid “that’s what’s i he 
matter . i'h* i i 



Situation of tuk Lodge. — -One-fourth utile bi J thereabouts, is 
near enough in country places to set a lodge relative to huu^an 
habitations. This permits the cere hi otiy to be 'performed wutli 
vigor., Orders to the craft, if loudly expressed, are in danger of 
being overheard when buildings are contiguous. A halt is put 
upon fluency if the instructor suspects eaves-dropping, and lie 
informs them that it was the practice of oUr distinguished brother, 
the great Pythagoras, to enjoin strict silence upon such as he had 
selected as candidates for Masonic honors, and permit none to. 
speak for a certain number of years; this was a test of their pru- 
dence and discretion, and their ability to keep a secret. Some 
country lodges are so exposed that it is impossible to perform the 
ceremony properly. In accordance with this fact,' the usage of 
the present day is to soften the tone and reduce the vigor of the 
work, until the candidates scarcely realize any trials, hardships,, 
or dangers, as parts of their initiation. They are enjoined to keep 
absolute silence upon what they have not realized to be secret. 
Lodges, until they shall return to the “hill and dale” system, if 
ever, must select lofty and secluded rooms representing the same 
thing. The style of Masonry gets itamold from the spot in which 
it is found or taught 
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Brant and Freemasonry. ' 

From Brother Sidney Hayden’s very excellent article upon 
Joseph Brant, the Indian Chief, in the “ Leaflets of Masonic Biog- 
raphy,” published by Bro. C. Moore, we extract the following 
passages! “■ ' * J y 

Speaking of hi? European tour he says : . 

“ Brant (remained, in Englaud a few month?, and it is believed , 
that while there he was made a Mason. No record has come to 
us to show when or in what Lodge lie became one, but as his 
name is not found on the records of St. Patrick’s Lodge at Johns- 
town, N.Y., which was near his Mohawk residence, and as he 
was known to be a JV^ason soon alter his return from England, ,it 
is presumed he was initiated there and received the first three 
degrees. Whatever prejudices of race may at that time have 
existed in American lodges, none were then felt in those in Eng- 
land, and London was the Grand East of the Masonic world, on 
whose ground-floor men of many different races often met in. Mu- 
sonic brotherhood. , 

“ Brant was accompanied in his visit to England by a Captain 
Tice, who was a member of the Lodge at Johnstown, and if the ; 
Chieftain , was made a Mason in London, he found not only ,a 
brother in him but also in the Johnsons, Clause, Butler, and many 
other of his old friends at Johnstown, whose names are associated 
with his in the border warfare that soon followed. History has 
written dark pages on these scqpes^and the name of Brant stands 
in the annals of border warfare as Thayendenaga , the Terrible . 
His war-path wa^ li^e the lightning’s track, but while it blasted 
the sturdy oak and the bending .willow, and sometimes crushed f 
the tender flower, yet it often overleaped or passed by objects foi 
which n6 Tea&on w*as apparent to the common observer. Some 
of these incidents are to oe found on the pages of written history 
and Freemasonry has been incidentally mentioned by the histo- 
rian as the principle that warmed the warrior’s heart in the hour K 
of conflict, thus confirming our traditions, and bearing witness to 
our records, that Brant wets a Mason; while other incidents are 
found the same page, of equal generosity to an unprotected 
adversary, 'or mercy to a fallen foe, without ascribing any cause. 
To follow the Chieftain through the bloody war-path of the Revo- 
lution and detail each: incident that shows a remembrance by him 
of his Masonic vows, and a recogrition of the claims of brother- 
hood, would exceed the limits of this sketch, but it is justly due 
to his memory that some of them be given.” 
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Thkobt of Mabonry.-Ii, those portions of Egyptian Masonry 
where the lecturer uncovers the candidate’s face, places the seat 
ot silence upon his lips, removes' it again, and says the words ae- 
companymg, there is a most impressive symbolism involved 
Were these ceremonies in t,se among *s their vxjice would express 
this invocation: “May the Lord open 'your lips, mv Brother, to 
speak the good words ot Masonry to all the brethren » Mav the 
truth issue therefrom with spirit and with power ! Mav all false 
hood Audi deoelt fly before the mighty force of your deliverance 
and every he^rt around you be awakened to the highest' Bensoef 
its duty and privilege. As I have removed this seal for the last 
time from your lips, so do you remove the seal pf ignorance too 
strongly hindering the truth, and make yourself known to all as 
the PnCBt of Light, a wise Mason, well skilled in all the learninir 
ot the Crafty zealous in the cause we love, and one who is enlisted' 

The theory of Masonry involves the idea throughout, of teacher 
and scholar, lecturer and candidate. From the'dirst declaration 
to the last grip and Word, these are supposed ever to be present 
“ It ’will then be explained,” is the answer proper to almost every 
inquiry, and until the Brother is received and hailed in the celes 
tial lodge above, crowned as a Son of Light in' the presence of 
the Chief Harod on the Throne, he is never fully authorized to 
feel himself enlightened and complete. He may extend the mem- 
bership of the order according to its rules, and he is empowered 
to claim its privileges. His private mark, by which his work is 
then to be recognized, may be designated, and a roll of the mem- 
bers famished to him, and all that; but he can never feel' while-' 
on this side the grave, that the Degree of Masonic knowledge for 
which he has entered himself is complete. 6 


: — 

. • i 

You ask how near to a Temperance society in form call a 
Masonic lodge be made. Here is the answer ready to our hands : 

“Temperance is that due restraint upon our affections. and pas- . 
sions which renders the body tame and governable, and frees the >. 
mind from the allurements ,of vice. This virtue should be the 
constant practice of every Mason as he is thereby taught, to avoid 
excess or contracting licentious or vicious habit, the indulgence of 
which might lead him to disclose some of those valuable secrets , 
which he has promised to conceal and never reveal, and which 
would consequently subject him to the contempt and, detestation, 
of all good Masons,” ' . 

That ip what our fathers taught: in their lodges and is plain 
enough- for any one to follow. ■ • ■ . . ■? - 

. . » • ’ • > - '! t; i ‘ I . ! t ■. i » 
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Masonic Civility. 

Martin Clare, Grand Junior of England in 1735, and Deputy 
Grand Master iji 1741-2, was a writer of great elegance and 
force. Had he lived in a country where the honors of the Grand 
Lodge are free tolearning, zeal and personal merit, he had attained 
an eminence greater even than that of Anderson ar^d Preston. 
He bore the collegiate title of Master of Arts, and was a Fellow 
of the Royal Society. 

Among the Masdnio productions which havejpeen handed down 
to us as his, is an Address, delivered at a Quarterly Communica- 
tion of the Grand Lodge of England, held near Temple Bar, 
London, Dec. 11 , 1736, upon the subject of “ Masonic pleasures.” 
These he declares to be “ good conversation and the consequent 
improvements,” and says “they are the principal motive of our 
first entering into and then of propagating our Craft.” 

He claims that these advantages, viz., good conversation and 
consequent improvements, were better met with among Masons 
than in any other society then in being, and this gives us a pleas- 
ant insight into Clare’s own character. For we have found in 
our experience that a person entering the Masonic Order is apt 
to find exactly what he wants to find. If it is good he seeks he 
finds it, otherwise not. Now, Martin Clare was doubtless a man 
of an amiable habit of mind, and seeking for the charms and im- 
provements of conversation, he finds them in the Masonic Order, 
of which he says, “ the basis is indissoluble friendship, and the 
cement unanimity and brotherly love.” Could anything be more 
finely expressed ! 

To secure the harmony of conversation by pointing out the 
tilings which discompose it, is the object of this Address, and he 
lays down four positions upon this subject, happily applicable to 
Masons in all ages and in every country. He acknowledges that 
it is a delicate thing to interest one’s self in a debate, and yet pre- 
serve the decorum due to the Masonic lodge, especially when that 
debate turns upon controverted points, yet he expresses his belief 
that “the bare mention of what may be disagreeable in debate 
will be heedfully avoided by a body of gentlemen united by the 
bonds of brotherhood and under the strictest ties of mutual love 
and forbearance.” 

Setting out with a description of civility as the basis of mode- 
ration in debate, he declares it to lie deeper than the outside, and 
in that general good-will, that decent regard and personal esteem 
for every man which makes us cautious of shewing in our car- 
riage toward him, any contempt, disrespect, or neglect ; in other 
words, “ a disposition in the mind visible in the carriage, whereby 
a person endeavors to shun making another uneasy m his com- 
pany.” 

3-tol. h.— no. ▼. 
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The four things which Martin Clare considered directly con- 
trary to Masonic civility, and productive of all that discord and 
want of harmony in conversation too frequently observed, are 
thus stated : 

First. A natural roughness which makes a man uncomplaisant 
to others, so that he retains no deference nor has any regard to 
the inclinations, temper or condition of those he converses with. 

This character meets with Clare’s severe reprehension. He 
styles it that of a^cloWn, and calls such conduct a brutality that 
every one sees ana abhors* and one that finds no place with those 
who have any tincture of good breeding. But who is there of 
all our readers who can not remember in every lodge a brother 
bearing Martin Clare’s “ First mark” on his forehead ? 

Second. Contempt 

This, he styles inconsistent with good breeding, in fact entirely 
averse to it, for “ nobody can bear contentedly to be slighted.” 

I'hvrd. Censoriousness or a disposition to find fault with 
others. * 

The evil of censoriousness, implies our author, is, that no mat- 
ter what men are guilty of they do not choose to have their blem- 
ishes set in open view, for failings always carry some degree of 
shame with them, and never bear the exposure of their defects 
without uneasiness. TJhe practice of raillery is deprecated, but 
the writer considers contradiction to be the form of censorious- 
nesa wherein ill breeding most frequently appears, and he instances 
the qase of some men “ who seem so perfectly possessed with the 
spirit of contradiction and perverseness that they steadily, and 
without regard either to right or wrong, oppose some ope and 
perhaps every one of the company in whatsoever is advanced.” 
How many such men we have met with ! And the worst fault in 
which sach figure is that of interrupting others while they are 
speaking, a practice which Brother Clare styles “ the greatest 
rudeness of all.” 

Fourth. Captiousness. 

This fourth thing which is apt to overset the harmony of con- 
versation, Brother Clare describes as a tacit accusation and a 
reproach for something ill taken. It must always be uneasy to 
society and should be guarded against as the other three faults 
cited, above. 

Our author, having completed a series of most just observations 
upon these four positions, concludes by affirming that<Masons have 
ever been lovers of order , and that it is their business “ to reduce 
all rude matters to truth.” He says, “ the Masonic aphorisms 
recommepd , Order — the nnmber of their lights and the declared 
end ot their coming together intimate the frame and disposition 
of mind wherewith they are to meet, and the manner of their 
behavior when assembled.” He argues that as Masops are des- 
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cendants of the three Builders on Mount Moriah, who reared a 
structure to the honor of Almighty God, which for wisdom, 
strength and beauty hath never yet had any parallel, and are inti- 
mately related tor those great and worthy spirits who have ever 
made it thehf business and aim to improve themselves and to i»- 
fbrm mankind, we should imitate their example that^ we may share 
their praise, and this can only be done by orderly and harmonious 
conduct in the Masonic assemblies. lie urges such & bourse both 
in particular lodges and in the Grand Lodge, and* claims that 
when concord shall thus rule over our assemblies the world with- 
out will come to know that there are more substantial pleasures to 
be found, as well as greater advantages to be reaped in the Ma- 
sonic society, when orderly conducted, than in any other body of 
men in the world. “ For no society can be so amiable as that 
'which promotes brotherly love and fixes that as the grand element 
of all our actions ; to the performance of which we are bound by 
an obligation both solemn and awful, and that entered into by pur 
own free and deliberate choice, and as it is to direct our lives and 
actions, it can never be too often repeated nor too frequently in- 
culcated .” — Masonic Monthly. ; 

Statistics of Fbbemason&y. — The Masonic Calendar for 1868 
published at Berlin, gives details in regard to the general organi- 
zation of the fraternity. There are at present 68 Grand Lodges 
in existence, as follows i In Prussia— 3 at Berlin, viz., “The Three 
Globes,” with 160 dependent* lodges The Great German Lodge**’ 
( Grosse faneesloge fur Deutschland, \ With 69, and the “Royal 
York,” with 34* In Hamburg is a Grand Lodge with 26 depen- 
dencies. Bavaria has one G. L, at Bayreuth (the principal Protes 
taut city in the Kingdom) with 10 dependencies. Frankfort-on-the 
Main, one G. L-;j'of Ecleetio Masons, with 10 dependencies. In 
addition, there is the G. L* of Goncord ( Eintracht ), at Darmstadt, 
directing 10 lodges in the Duehy of Hesse. Iu Switzerland is the 
G. L. Alpina at Lausanne. England has three, of which that at 
London has 1022 dependencies; Edinburgh, 292; Dublin, 807. 
In Holland is the G. u,Grert Osten, at the Hague, with 68*lodges. 
The following have each ;oile G.i L. and dependencies: Grand 
Duchy of Luxumbouvg, 2; Sweden, 24^ Dbumark, 7 ; and Bel- 
gium, 60. The Grand Orient directs 172 lodges, and the Supreme 
Council, 50.' Portugal, Piedmont and Sicily have each one G. L. 
Garibaldi is G. M. of thp ; latter island. In the U. & there are 38 
G. L. The G. L* of Canada ha* 139 dependencies Brazil has owe 
Grand. and 65 inferior lodges, Yenejiuela,, Uruguay; Peru, Bolivia 
and Ilayti have each a G. L. By means of these, all the inferior 
lodges are kept in communication with one another. There a^e 
several journals in Europe devoted entirely to the interests (Of thfe 
craft, as the Bauhutte (Rafter), Freimaurer Zeitung, and the 
Freimaurerische Vietejahrschijf. 
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Scraps of Masonic History. 

It has always appeared strange to us that the various Historical 
Magazines find so little in Masonry, the oldest and most unchange- 
able Society in the world, worthy of their notice ! It would seep 
that there is no field more inviting. We are glad to observe the 
following extract floating through the press, from the February 
issue of the Historical Magazine , and copy it, hoping for further 
favors : 

I have been told that Masonry existed ih New Amsterdam 
under the Dutch, but the assertion needs proof. The first Grand 
Master of New England received his power from John, Lord 
Montague, who had been G. M. in England during the year 1721. 
Under Mr. Henry Price, a Lodge was first organized and met in 
Boston, July 30, 1733./ Price resigned ih 1730, and was succeed- 
ed by Mr. Robert Tomlinson, who, as Provincial G, M. of New 
England, was present at a meeting of the Grand Lodge in Lon- 
don, on January 31, 1739; at this same meeting was also present 
John Hammerton, Esq., Provincial G. M. of Carolina. At this 
time, under the recent re-organization of Masonry, Provincial 
lodges were in existence at Bengal, Calcutta, South Wales, and 
also, I believe, at St. Johns, in Antigua, and on the island of Mi- 
norca. 

On Dec. 27th, 1749, (the Feast of St John,) a Masonic proces- 
sion took place in Boston. Jeremy Gridley, the provincial Attor- 
ney-General of Massachusetts, was installed, it is said, Oct. 1st, 
1775, as G. M. of North America; he died in 1707, aged 02, and 
was probably succeeded by Thomas Oxnard. It is related that 
wli4n John Adams, our late President, sought Gridley’s advice 
as to becoming a member of the Fraternity, the Grand Master 
, dissuaded him from the step, informing him that there w was noth- 
ing in the Masonic institution worthy of his seeking to be asso- 
ciated with it” 

The provincial Lodge of Massachusetts had authority to estab- 
lish others in any part of North America, and on application of 
Benjamin Franklin, one wafc founded in Philadelphia, ^enn., of 
which he was R. W. M. In this office Franklin was present, Nov. 
17, 1700, at a meeting of the Grand Lodge in London, as was also 
- — — Franklin, Esq., provincial Grand Secrtary of Philadelphia. 
Toward the close of the year 1777, many Masons at Halifax, N. 
fi., were reported to be in a distressed condition on account of the 
American Rebellion. On Monday, Sept. 25th, 1780, the Grand 
Lodge of Pennsylvania met, to consider the/propriety of renoun- 
cing submission to the Masonic pow/er and authority of Great 
Britain. 
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The foundation stones of “ the house not made with hands,” 
have engraven upofi them the two right words, Religion and Mo - ' 
rality . Union and Brotherly Love are the hands that point them 
out This is followed by Virtue and Science, placing the former 1 
as apposite to Morality; and there is left Charity and Benevolence 1 
as hand maidens with Religion. The palm of Masonic labor, fore- 
most in all the rewards offered the craft, is therefore, the appro- 
bation of God. 

Standing wherever you will, within the Sacred walls, you will 1 
observe upon the opposite side th alt word drawn from Brothers* 
hearts, Unity. This is the single lesson of Masonry, not more' 
forcibly taught in its grip, than in every symbol and sign of the 
Order. The word is repeated when any Masonic utterance is 
made. The right and left hands, and every other member, are 
moved and plaoed to inculcate it It is on the hearts of all good 
Masons. Not a word is spoken by any one which does not con- ? 
vey it Save to enforce this, the instructor has little to do. * 

This lesson. Unity, being acquired, all is done. Let us show 
the Brothers now how that the temple is finished, A word has' 
done it ; each angle is formed by it. There is not ati arrange- 
ment of Masonry that does not involve it The very letters in the 
capestone point td it. What a Word ! it is even more pregnant of 
meaning than the word Death. Need we explain that thfe meftiK 
ing of the word Unity is the definition of Masonrt. 

The flame of Brotherly love is kindled at the altar of Unity. 
Grip responds, like the human face to face, with grip, each in 
itself conveying a volume of sentiment which is two-fold; the 
first part implying that perfect bond of fidelity which will hence- 
forth exist between us ; and the second part implying that it is 
within our hearts this bond originates, and while truth has her 
residence there it can never be broken, weakened or forgotten. 
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• Masonic Baptism* 

A novel and interesting ceremony took place In King Solomon’s 
Hall, Masonic Temple, the occasion being the baptism and adop- 
tion by the Craft of thfee infant children ~of members of Parfaite 
Union Lodge No» 1?* This Ceremony has, we believe, never 
before been performed in California. It is an institution peculiar 
to the fVetiOh and German Lodges ; the ceremony is deeply in- 
teresting and impressive, and well calculated forcibly to impress 
upon the minds of those who witness it the moral and beneficent 
teachiugs of our Order — “ Suffer little children to come unto me, 
for of such is the Kingdom of Heaven.” These words of our 
Saviour were intended to convey .the idea of the perfect inno- 
cence and guilelessness of little children, and the ceremony of 
Masonic baptism, while it does not partake of a religious nature, 
is intended to signify that these little ones, while yet their hearts 
are untainted by the vices, duplicity and depravity of human 
nature, are adopted by the members of the Lodge, whose duty it 
becomes, thereafter, to watch over them during the period of 
childhood and youth, to guide their faltering steps in the path of 
rectitude and virtue, and to throw around them those moral in- 
fluences which spring from the precepts of our Order. The fes- 
tival in question being of a family nature, the female relatives of 
the brethren were invited to be present, and at an early hour the 
north side of King Solomon’s Hall presented a brilliant array of 
beauty and fashion ; wives, sisters, mothers and daughters of the 
brethren all were there, their faces lighted up with smiles, and 
their eyes, beaming with the curiosity inseparable from female 
human nature, rendered the North anything but a place of dark- 
ness. The members of Parfaite Union Lodge, in full regalia, 
with the officers of the different Masonic bodies in the city, oc- 
cupied the south side of the Hail. The stations of the several 
officers and the Altar were hung with white, typioai of innocence,; 
and beautifully decorated with garlands of flowers. A band of 
music, stationed in the organ-loft, played from time to time ap- 
propriate airs, and the whole effeot of the scene, during the cere- 
monial, was most brilliant and beautiful, as well as solemn and 
impressive* At 8-J o’clock .the young neophytes were introduced, 
crowned with garlands of white flowers, and led by their god- 
fathers. The youngest — a child about three or four months old — 
was borne upon a litter decorated with flowers, by two of the 
brethren. The cortege was preoeded by a white banner, upon 
which was inscribed the names of the children, and by four of 
the brethren bearing baskets of flowers, which they distributed 
to the ladies and brethren present. Those having charge of the 
children halted at the Altar, when the Master of the Lodge 
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explained the nature of the ceremony. He then propounded cer- 
tain questions to the godfathers, which, having been satisfac- 
torily answered, he said, “ Welcome all ye who practice the vir- 
tues of brotherly love and friendship, and acknowledge the 
benign influence of Masonry.* 1 Then addressing the neophytes, 
two of whom were of sufficient age to understand his remarks, 
he Said :~ M Dear children, your godfathers ask for you a new 
light more precious than the light of day- — it is the light of 
science and truth.” He then lighted the tapers at the Altar, 
revealing the three gre^t lights of Masonry, and said, “ May the 
material light shed from this sacred volume illuminate and purify 
your hearts ; may health and happiness attend yon ; may your 
lives be pure and blameless, that you may be enabled to enjoy 
the pleasures of existence unalloyed by affliction or remorse.” 
The symbolic ablutions were then performed by washing the 
hands of each of the children with pure water, the W. M. saying, 
u May thy hands be ever pure and free from any stain of ini- 
quity.” He then gave bread and fruit to them, saying, “Take 
and eat; by the mercy of the Great Architect of the Universe, 
may this bread be ever plentiful with you.” Then giving bread 
and wine to the godfathers, he said, “Eat and drink, and 
acknowledge the goodness of the gifts which nature bestows upon 
man.” Taking the children in. his arms he kissed and blessed 
them, and, addressing the brethren, said, “Behold the children 
of our Brothers, stretch forth your arms, open your hearts unto 
them and bless them also.” Ihe little ones were then passed 
round by the godfathers, and each of the brethren kissed and 
blessed them, the ladies also joining in this part of the ceremony^ 
while the band played appropriate music. This being concluded, 
the W. M. directed the S. W. to proclaim that from that moment 
the children were adopted as the Children of the Lodge, and it 
would be their duty to love and protect them. Proclamation 
having been made, the W. M. Baid, Let us cement by a triple 
Battery the obligation we have incurred,” (the Battery is given 
by clapping the hands thrice smartly together). First — Health 
and prosperity to these children. Second — Health and prosperity 
to their parents. Third— dlonor agd prosperity to Masonry, 
which alone can make mankind a community of Brothers. The 
band then played another piece of music, after which an' able 
and eloquent oration was delivered by Bro. Jean Mebielle, Past 
Master of the Lodge. Speeches were also made by the parents 
of the children and others, after which the company adjourned to 
St John’s Hall, where an elegant collation had been spread ; due 
honor to whiqh having been* done, the brethren, with their lady 
friends, joined with zest in the pleasures of the ■ dance 'until the 
hour of midnight, when all retired well pleased with the enter- 
tainment which they had enjoyed . — San Francisco Mercury . 
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At the end of every Code of By-Laws of a -subordinate Lodge, 
two or three pages should be set apart for its catalogue of mem- 
bership. As the months roll by, the brethren drop away in 
death, and if the inquiring brother desires to find them he is 
compelled to advance to another place — to step to the Silent lodge 
— >where he must notify the person sought by that honored sum- 
mons, a sigh arid tear . Ten years, upon the average, changes the 
whole face of a lodge membership. Let the catalogue, therefore, 
be published in the Code of By-laws, and thus perpetuate the 
name of him who inducted you into the knowledge of the art, or 
ot him who has shared with you in its enjoyments. Could the 
dead speak, you would be assured of one of his wishes, this of 
being remembered. 

We are apt to think of our departed brethren as altogether 
done with the things of time. This, may not literally be true. 
When the two existences in which we live (soul and body) are 
severed, ore we know goes to the worm, to tne clay, and enters 
into new combinations, to meet its fellow no more. But how with 
the other ? In a retired place it dwells, but where ? and where ? 
the candidate for eternity is made to hear his fate, but what? He 
may be nearer to us than we think — hearing the same lectures, 
and reaffirming the same five points of fellowship and obligation, 
word by word, as before his death, which we are called upon so 
often to do. Then let ns keep his name upon oui rolls, and his 
memory within our hearts. He is the instructor of our past, and 
communicates with us upon buried labors. Let us present to him 
the key to the secret cipher, peculiar to the members of this Or- 
der, (is it not Loving Reminiscence?) and preserve bright our 
recollections until we meet again. Time informs us it will occur 
soon / the immortal hope within us that it is certain ; the revela- 
tions of Him who is All- wise, that it is even now at hand. 

In a certain lodge in which we lectured we parted with the 
brethren a few minutes past midnight. Before * o’clock, A. m., 
one of the members was suddenly seized with fatal illness, and 
died as the clock struck. In the time of four hours more an ac- 
cident occurred to another, by which his induction into eternity 
was accelerated. Ere a month expired two more were dead, and 
this closes and seals the lesson we give in the paragraph above, 
that it behooves a Lodge to set in the most permanent characters 
the names of its Members. 
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EDITORIAL CHIT-CHAT, TIDINGS & INTELLIGENCE. 


[This department, to which we shall give, the present year, a large spaoe, 
is made of extracts from our daily correspondence, replies to queries, and 
brief notes of a literary and general character.] 

— The following line? accompanied a New Tears’ gift of three 
bottles of wine from Rob Morris to Bro. Edward Roehr of the 
Triangle , at Williamsburgh, N. Y. : 

These bottles three, 

I give to thee, 

My faithful friend in Masonry ; 

The snnny Rhine, 

Has made the wine, 

To bless the bond ’twixt thee and me. 

t 

Drink it in love, 

To Oxx above, 

Who binds good men in covenants true ; 

And with each glass, 

Good wishes pass 
To him who sends this kind adieu. 


— The lines which you solicit are these : 

Father of all, in every age, 

In every clime adored, 

. By saint, by savage, and by sage, 

Jehovah, Jove, or Lord, — w 

To Thee, whose temple is all spaoe, 

Whose altar earth, sea, skies, 

One chorus let all beings raise, 

All nature’s incense rise. 

They are among the best of Pope’s. 

—The lines of W. R. Wright are beautifully applicable to the 
various Masonic schisms : 

Alas ! that e’er a cloud should rise, 

To dim the glories of thy name ; 

.Or little jealousies divide 

The souls by kindred vows allied ; 

But see ! while thus our rites we blend 
The mingled sacrifice ascend, 

And borne to* heaven in one united flame, 

Chase every lingering shadow from the skies. 
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— If anybody will write the continuation of this, it is more than 
we can. We have had it in our portfolio a long time and are 
quite tired of it : 

Ye Masons true and ladies fair, come listen now to me, 

’T is all about a married pair who never could agree ; 

The heart is sad to think how bad their foibles they did mix, 

For though the parson called them one you’d think that they were six. 
This melancholy family. 

This hapless man and wife! 

— There is no difficulty in making a burlesque of the Masonic 
ceremony. Hundreds do it monthly ; some do it weekly. A note 
book of a “ close observer” is full of expressions like the following 

W. M. while addressing the candidate looks steadily into his 
hat, perhaps for diabolical purposes, as Heller does in his necro- 
mancy, or possibly for purposes of devotion. 

Horrible singing in Third Degree ; Master pronounced it “Sol- 
omon strikes,” and the singers rhade a fugue piece of it* 

Senior Deacon wears perifocal glasses large as cup plates, which 
seem actually demoniac in the candle light. 

Few of the aprons had more than one string apiece ; some none. 
Constantly falling off. Visitor stooped to pick up his, knocked 
over a lesser light and set lire to a brother’s coat tail. Aprons 
generally shape of cabbage leaf (skunk cabbage). 

Ten commandments painted on a board — Episcopal church had 
thrown it away and lodge preserved it as a relic. 4th and 9th 
commandments obliterated. 

More knocking done by the officers of this lodge than ever I 
heard in a Council of Select Masters. 

— We are informed by a member of DeMolay Commandery, at 
Boston, Mass., that in the late burning of Freemasons’ Hall there, 
the Commandery lost property in costumes, jewels, military im- 
plements, etc., worth fully twenty-five thousand dollars. 

— The pleasures of the Masonic communion have been sung in 
undying strains by Masonry’s and Nature’s bard — Robert Burns. 
We are indebted to him for the best of our convivial lyrics, and 
it is almost presumptuous in another to enter the field \*there Burns 
reaped his laurels. 
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— Freemasonry in this country, in avoiding the extreme of, license, 
has been made perhaps too tame and unproductive of pleasure. 
In endeavoring to do its Work well, we have neglected its Re- 
freshment, which is quite as much a part of the system as the 
other. The institution does not yield the same degree of pleasure 
here as in other countries, although its operations may possibly be 
conducted more within Square and Rule. 

At a Symposium of twenty-eight Masons, held at the Tremout 
House, Chicago, Illinois, Dec. 31st, 1862, this want of social char- 
acter, so evident in the Masonic workings here, was generally 
remarked upon, and the wish expressed that its Labors might be 
made more grateful to the senses, while its practical character 
should not be affected thereby. The Symposium having given 
great satisfaction to the parties concerned, it was agreed that a 
Memorial should be prepared to contain an account thereof, with 
portraits of the actors. This was done by Bro. Rob Morris, twen. 
ty-eight copies being prepared upon Bristol board of large size, 
the likenesses of the group surrounding it. A few copies were 
made for private distribution in pamphlet form. 

In the composition! of the lines, the author endeavored to ten- 
der some good advice in a pleasant way, and to express as melo 
diously as he could, the light, life and happiness of the Masonic 
communion, as deduced from his own experience of seventeen 
years. 

* 

— The song, “ A Hebrew Chant,” was composed in 1852 and 
first published in The Lights and Shadows of Masonry the same 
year. The sombre character of the piece is designed to accord 
with the “ Day of wailing” described by travelers, in which the 
Jews, approaching as near to the sacred precincts of the Temple 
as they are allowed to do, rend thejr dresses, mourn over their 
condition of exile and humiliation, and plead with the God of 
their fathers to restore them as a nation, to former glory. 

The piece styled “ The Perfect Ashlar,” has for its leading idea 
that the work of Solomon’s Ghiblimites was a perfect matter be- 
cause designed by the finger of Omniscience and finished accord- 
ing to the pattern on the Mount. The sun in its circuit east, 
south, and west, could detect no flaw in that mystic Fane hff it 
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majestically rose upon its foundations. The moon and stars^ in 
their nocturnal rounds, exercised their vigilance upon it, but found 
no flaw or defect Angels gazed enraptured upon the working-up 
in stone, wood and metal of the spiritual plan of the Solomonic 
Temple. 

/ 


— Our older readers will remember our frequent notices of 
“The Suburban Home School,” at New Haven, Conn., an excel- 
lent institution. It is still maintained under the efficient man- 
agement of Rev. Alonzo Shears, and promises a long career of 
usefulness. 


— The New York Weekly Clipper , of May 21st, — a sporting 
paper — publishes a good portrait and biographical sketch of 
Brother Edwin Forrest, the great American tragedian. The 
writer terms him “ the greatest living exponent of Shakspeare.” 
He was born at Philadelphia, March 9, 1806. 

As a youth, our distinguished Brother was possessed with the 
histrionic furore. At the age of 11 years he appeared at the 
Appollo Theater. In 1820, he acted Young Norval at the Wal- 
nut Street Theater, Philadelphia. In 1822, he was on the Cin- 
cinnati stage, where he played Richard 3d. The next year he 
Visited New Orleans. In 1826, he played at Albany and New 
York. In 1836, he made his appearance on the London stage, 
and again in 1845. His career has been unifotmly successful. 

As a private gentleman, Brother Forrest is genial and generous. 
The writer well says: “He has a large humanity within him 
which its master genius may boldly breathe and send out with 
no uncertain sound the power of all its high-throbbing emotions. 
He has given to the rising generations a taste for all that is beau- 
tiful in art and sublime in poetry ; he has opened to their view 
the great book of the mimic world and let in the light of Shak- 
speare there to illuminate it. He has by the mere effort of his 
mind given an impetus to our dramatic literature, over which he 
has flashed the light of his own genius.” 

— If we were to write an essay upon the most unsettled thing 
known to Freemasonry, it would be the location of the three 
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Lesser Lights. The only general rule followed in their disposi- 
tion is to put them in the wrong place. They are everlastingly 
in the way, and if it was in the power of any man, or any body 
of men to make innovations in the body of Masonry, we should 
be in favor of abolishing the whole arrangement. We know of 
one lodge that sits three tottering candlesticks on three tottering 
uprights. A brother is deputed to stand by each of them and 
see that they are not knocked over. But they always are knocked 
over. One candidate will carry the burning to his grave. One 
W. M. lost a coat-tail over them, and demitted from the lodge in 
blasphemy. Other accidents have grown out of their use, yet 
the lodge persists in the use of tottering candlesticks upon totter- 
ing uprights, and invariably sets them in the wrong place! 

— Crescent Lodge No. 402, New York, held a Lodge of Sor- 
row, May 9, 1864, in memory of Bro. Alden E. Nelson, who de- 
ceased a short time before. The programme is before us, includ- 
ing some touching and beautiful lines written for the occasion by 
the Junior Warden, Bro. Wm. E. Merriam, whose effusions have 
before graced the columns of the Voice . The Funeral Discourse 
was also delivered by him. It is replete with lofty and solemn 
thought- which would do credit to the most experienced spokes- 
man in our ranks. We learn that a large and attentive audience 
was present to witness these manifestations of Masonic respect 
to a departed Brother. 

— The importance of prayer in hours of distress, trouble and 
responsibility is too well inculcated in the Masonic ritual to leave 
room for uncertainty upon the subject. Milton, in the Paradise 
JOosty has most forcibly conveyed the advantage of prayer. He 
says: 

“ For since I sought 

By prayer the offended Deity to appease, 

Kneeled, and before him humbled all my heart, 

Methooght 1 qaif Him, placable and mild, 

Bending His ear ; persuasion in me grew 
That I was heard with favor ; peace returned 
Home ty my breast, and to my memory 
His promise. ^ 99 
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— Your thought was happily expressed by an English writer 
some 60 years ago, in the following lines : 

Look to the wayward sons of men ! 

By adverse doctrines driven, 

Even in that which most they prise, 

Their future bliss above the skies, 

The road that leads to heaven. 

What discord flows from tongue and pen ! 

What hatred, guile and woe ! 

They persecute, they scourge, they kill, 

They bind in chains the human will V - 
Or, seeking proselytes, explore 
Both African and Asian shore ; 

And do not in their zeal disdain 
To bribe the soul by thoughts of gain, 

Its freedom to forego. 

Not so the Masons’ holy art ! 

It leaves the conscience free. 

Between the Mason and his God, 

We raise no bar — we use no rod ; 

But grand, internal light impart, 

Omnipotence to see I 

— These lines are but a paraphrase of “The Ancient Charges*’ 
under this head : 

The Mason worships God on high ; 

And feeling in his heart the flame, 

, Of holy love to all the same ; 

To all who pure in heart and life 
Seek to be safe from worldly strife, 

The door shall open ily. 

We do not look to form or sect, 

But all the varying greeds respect, 

That may from conscience flow. 

To the great Architect alone 
Their truth and purity are known, 

'And not to man below. 

The Christian, Turk and Jew may be 
, Linked in the bonds of Masonry, 

— “I have just returned from the Dedication of* Kil winning 
Lodge, at Chicago, Illinois. It is truly a splendid place, chftt 
$5,000 to furnish and decorate. The Grand Master, Brother 
Turner, was present.” „ , , , r 

— “Your attention to chronological' tables is deciding many 
mooted points which wete open at the time you pomtnenced these 
tables in 1859. I forward you a number of (|ata to-day, and 
have made a few corrections of errors which,- hs^ve come under 
my eye.” 


/ 
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— We learn with regret of the death of Brother Bedford W. 
Gifford, Capt. Co. G, 89th Ind. Vols., killed May 18, 1864. He 
was a member of New London Lodge No. 283, lnd., whose 
members have sent us a testimonial of their esteem for him while 
living and deep sorrow at his untimely fate. 


Tom Thumb as a Mason. 

\ _______ • 

Our readers are generally aware that General Thumb, alias 
Charles S. Stratton, Esq., of Bridgeport, Conn , is a fellow of the 
Royal Craft, and a very ardent, generous and sincere one. He 
never loses an opportunity to visit the lodge, and his little wife 

is as devoted a sister of the Eastern Star as Bro. M himself 

coulddesire. We have heard a good deal of Bro. Stratton’s at- 
tachment to Masonic principles which redounds to his credit. 

A few nights since, while the diminutive craftsman (he is, by 
the way, a Knight Templar) was holding an entertainment at 
Syracuse, in this State, he was informed that the lodge met that 
night So as soon as his own labors were closed he “ went 
round” in company with Brother John Sheville, who happened 
also to be there on that occasion. Being announced at the door 
as M Brother Stratton, of Bridgeport, Connecticut,” nobody 
dreamed of who it was, and the astonishment of the brethren 
may better be imagined than described, when Le Petit came in 
with the venerable John on one side and Bro. Orrin Welch on 
the other. Now the aspect of Bro. Welch is that of a “ son of 
Anak,” all but the hight, and being of a grim countenance, he 
looked like an ogre preparing to devour the fairy prince whom 
he was leading by the hand. A general consternation followed. 
Brethren who had slightly dozed over the lectures, rubbed their 
eyes to see if they were at Barnunts. The Master felt m his 
pocket for a quarter ; the Senior Deacon dropped his rod on the 
Treasurer’s head, and the Secretary made a blot, in his records. 
Chaos, in fact, returned for a minute, and it was not until the 
giant and his victim performed their salutations that the dumb- 
foundered groqp recovered their equanimity so far as to proceed 
to the business of the lodge. 

Our Brother Stratton is very happy in his domestic relations* 
ahd His wife idolizes him, which proves that woman 
4 *-^- — — Wants but little here below 
. Nor wants that little long!” 

There is no truth in the silly tale that a coolness sprung up be- 
tween this couple by reason of the wife’s jealousy of the giantess. 
— . Dispatch . • 


Digitized by LiOOQle 



240 


Standard Notices . 


Standard Notices. 

The various changes in editors and publishers, during the past year, require 
that we should make the following standard notice, vis : 

All correspondence of the Voice of Masonry , whether editorial or other- 
wise, and all orders for the Miniature Mbnitor must be addressed to Bro. J. C. 
W. Bailey, 128 and 130 Clark St., Chicago, Illinois. This will be invariable. 
Bro. Bailey will forward to Bro. Rob Morris, wherever he may be, .such of 
the correspondence as is strictly editorial. 

No further copies of the Hubbard Observance can be furnished. Those who 
wish for the Eastern Star Manual may write to Bro. Rob Morris, at New York 
City. 

Masonic Law and Usage. — We will continue to reply to questions upon 
these subjects. But our correspondents must enclose postage stamps to eover 
expenses of postage and stationery. We can not any longer endure the bur- 
den of furnishing both time and money without return. A few stamps from 
each correspondent will not be felt by them, but will .make to us a difference 
of many hundred dollars a year. 

Increase our Subscription Lists. — Every reader of the Voice is an au- 
thorized agent for it, and we look to such to enlarge our circulation. If each 
of our present patrons would secure only one more subscriber, the gain to us 
would be immense. Brethren: remember the needs of the hard-pressed 
publisher, and give him the aid of your purse and influence. 

Advertisements, — We solicit advertisements for our Business Sheet. Our 
circulation is unequalled by any other Masonic journal; we reach the best 
Masons in every Lodge ; our terms are as low as any, and we solicit adver- 
tising patronage accordingly. 

Uniformity of Rituals. — The work of general and thorough Uniformity 
in Rituals is advancing day by day with an irresistible momentum. Yain are 
denunciations ; vain the torrents of abuse and calumny. The .most consider- 
ate, the most conservative members of the fraternity, men who never united 
in a Masonic effort before, are uniting in this, while the masses of the breth- 
ren are resolved to have nothing less than general and thorough uniformity. 
We invite the correspondence of all who revere the ancient landmarks. 

Copies of ^Proceedings, Addresses, By-laws, &c., &c., are solicited, as here- 
tofore. Address them to care of Bro. Bailey, as above. ■Oive us early no- 
tices of deaths, casualties, celebrations, festivals, &c., 4c. 

The office of Bro. Rob Morris has been permanently established at No. 645 
Btoadway, New York ; his Post Office Box there is No. 6646. 
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AND TIDINGS FROM THE CRAFT. 



HONORS, - 

TO THE PAITHPEL WHO HPHELD T^B BANNER8 OF MA80NR1T 
DtJRINO THB SEASON 1 OP POLITICAL ANTI-MASONRY, 

182ft TO 1686, IN WESTERN NEW TORN. 

BY ROB MOfoWfl, Di - 

•» . . ' /. : ; ; : 3, — « — *. ■ •: 

There are times in the history of all Societies, likewise of Na- 
tions, when theii* very existence depends upon the fidelity of tt few. 
In a crisis like that of 1*776, had Washington proved Weak, the 
cause of American liberty would have broken down under the 
pressure vririCh from every side assailed it. i 

It* the ptfOsOnt 5 cenftury, we have seen Freemttscnafry made Hie 
object of attack by One of the most violebt aadi nAseinindoui par- 
ties that ever Was spanned io the great sea of poiitldA : Iti atfti- 
qliitjr was dctaiM, its history falsified, its ■; purposes derided, 4ts 
membership villified, scorned, and persecuted. We hate seen One 
large part of its members, cowed by the opposition, give way and 
recant from their Masonic faith. We have seen another portion, 
still larger, virtually withdraw from the Society, by surrendering 
their charters and advising that the Order be allowed quietly to 
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expire. Only a few, then, were left to whom the observer could 
turn, and upon whom the perpetuation of the Masonic Order 
rested. Should they recant, should they weary and lay aside their 
arms, all were lost to Freemasonry ! 

They stood nobly up before the world, as they had just stood 
up nobly in the north-east corner, on the night of their initiation, 
and declared themselves Masons despite all opposition. They met 
the sneers, the revilings, the persecution, of the world. They 
Were expelled fropa their churches. Thf y were re*d crtit of their 
political parties. They were discharged frdm offices oV trust and 
honor. In their own domestic circles, yea, even at their firesides 
at home, they were doomed to listen to the plaint of wife and 
children, urging them to come out of the Masonic Order and 
abandon it forever. They bore it all, patiently and manfully, and 
in so doing, they bore the very Society of Freemasonry upon 
their shoulders. Had they dropped it then, weak and unprotected 
as it was, it had been forever crushed by the fall. 

All honor to them! I have recently stood by the graves of 
some of them. I have plucked the three-leave^ clover that grew 
over* the body of Salem Town, and the willow sprig that wept by 
the grave-stone Of Nioholas G* OheCfeebro. And here, where this 
worse than infernal persecution commenced, say, “ Honor to the 
old Masons of Western New York, who upheld the banners of 
Freemasonry during the seasons of political Anti-Masonry, 1826 
to 1836.” 

But few of them are left* The clover creeps Over, their graves 
displaying its sacred symbol of the triune God. The wiUow 
Weeps over them and adds nature’s tears to ours. The evergreen 
holds up its fragrant arid perpetual bough near the spot where 
our weary brothers have lain down to rest. But they shaji’ live 
* in history andinj the hearts of surviving Brothers ; their names 
shall exhale a sweet odor while memory remains in her peat, or 
we can feel the sympathetic glow for fidelity amidst the bitterest 
storms of adversity. 
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Work and Warfare. — These two things fill up the believer’s 
life. The Christian, like Nehemiah’s builders, with the one hand 
works, and with the other grasps a sword. His work is to do 
good ; his warfare to resist evil. Love to God impels him to work; 
hatred of sin drives him to war. Work and warfare are closely 
interwoveif in the history of a blood-bought soul, and they furnish 
another proof of the Lord’s great wisdom and watchful care. Had 
I only to work I should become exalted, and had I only to fight I 
should soon grow weary. Working calls forth and strengthens 
those Christian graces which are needful in warfare; warfare 
drives me from self to Jesus in whom all fullness dwells. Work! 
This points to those around us. “ The field is t^he world.” Are 
you a fellow- worker with God among men ? If you are a Chris- 
tian and alive to your duty, you will assuredly be busy. Snatched 
from the verge of eternal ruin, and hastening up the way to heav- 
en, you will have in your heart some tender pity, on your lips a 
word of warning, and in your hand some timely aid for those you 
meet rushing past you down to the pit of fiends. Work ! By this 
. you show Jesus how much you love Him, and the world how like 
you are to Him. It is the evidence that your faith is real, and that 
your profession is sincere. Child of God, would you be happy? 
Work for Christ Would you be strong in the Lord ? Work for 
Christ. Would you ^ear in heaven a crown refulgent with spark- 
ling gems, and be an honored son in our Father’s home ? Be busy 
in the world for Christ By your working God is glorified ; your- 
self and the world are blessed. But, then, again there is warfare. 
This turns our thoughts in upon ourselves. The church on earth 
is militant and every member has to fight. If you are marching 
in the Saviour’s train, you must know something of the believer’s 
warfare. It is double. There is war against sin within, Against 
wickedness without, and the glory of the double triumph belongs 
altogether to God. Believer, you are struggling against the sug- 
gestions of your wicked heart, and you find it hard enough to 
withstand your treacherous foe. Figbt on ! “ This is the victory 

that overcometh the world, ,even our faith.” Have faith and you 
have the victory. Every simple thought you banish and every 
selfish propensity you shake off, are trophies of the power of grace, 
and by them God is glorified. Faint-hearted one, fight on ! The 
great Captain’s words are these : “ Lo l I am with you always.” 
But, reader, perhaps you are unsaved. If so, you, too, have a 
work and warfare. You are working for Satan, and his wages 
are death. You are fighting against God, and, if you persist, hell 
will re-echo your endless wailings over a dire defeat Jesus came 
to seek such ap you. To-day, if you will hear *nd obey His 
voice, you shall certainly be saved. 
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Wholesome Instructions, 


BT THB BBT. A SAHEL BBONSON, OF TICONDEBOGA, N. T. 


As late one evening I retired 
. From brothers of the mystio tic, 

Methonght a whispering voice I heard 
descending to me from on high, 

It .'said, brothers, who oft have used 
> J Thi 'gauge, the compass, and the square ; 

Remember Well where once yon knelt, 

And made to God your fervent prayer. 

There the Great Light you plainly saw* 

Which taught you through this world to move* 

To keep unstained within your breast 
Belief, and Truth, and perfect Love. 

You next were told to guard your speech, 

To keep aloof from words profane, < 

, And pay due reverenoe to Him f 
Who says, “ Take not My name in vain.” 

Intemperance be sure to shun, 

Which breeds disturbance and distress ; 

And if refreshment you would take, 

Pervett it not to base excess. 

♦ Avoid the gambler’s horrid den. 

Nor in his hateful arts engage ; : 

And shameful lewdness guard against, . ‘ 

As if it were the deadly plague. 

In passing through this World below, 

Beal! just and fairly with all men ; 

. That you may be without reproach, 

. Aud save your character from stain. 

Tiius may you show to all around, 

ThS virtues that we propagate, ‘ 

A^d gam within the dome on high • ' 

Admittance to a joyful seat. 

, (Tho Reverend Brother who composed the above* is more than 
it) years 6f age, yet is his eye not dink, ndi* Lis natural strength 
abated. — Ed. Voice.) 
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Masooio Events that Occurred in Jnn?. 

BIRTHS OF PERSONS WHO BECAME DISTINGUISHED MASONS. 

1788, 27th— Jeremy L. Cross, the Lecturer. 

INITIATIONS OF MASONS AFTERWARDS DIST^WIS^RO, 

1?47, 5th — Yelyerton P. Page, of District of Columbia. 
1840, 11th — Wm. Mercer Wilson, of Canada, 

1819, 18th — Moses Paul, of New Hampshire. 

DEATHS OF WELL-KNOWN MASONS. 

1858 2d — Wilkins Tannehill; P. G. AL of Tenn. 

1813, 8th — Capt James Lawrence. 

1865, 8th — Nathan R Haswell, G-.M. of Vt. 

1858, 6th — Wm. R Lackey, G. Loot, of Miss. 

1845, 8th — Andrew Jackpon, P. G. M. pf Ky. 

1859, 9th — Daniel L. Potter, of Vt, 

1849, 15th — James I£. Polk, e,x-Pre8ident 

1775, 17th — Joseph Warrep, G. M. of 
1837, 20th — William IY, of England, r . 

1843, 20th — George Craighead. 

1851, 20th — Austin W. Morris, G. Sec., Ind. 

1850, 22d — Dabney Lipscomb, of Miss. 

1860, 23d — Elihu Stone, P. G. M. of Irid. 

1738, 24th — Duke de An tin, of Ft&noe. ' > 

1852, 29th — Henry Clay, P* G. M. Of Ky. 

1842, 30th — Earl of Leicester. 

CORNER STONES PLANTED. 

1842, 1st — Royal Lunatic Asylum, Glasgow, Scotland. 

1846, 4th — Masonic Hall, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

1566, 7th — Royal Exchange, London, Eng. 

1844, 11th — Court House, Shelbyville, Ky. 

1856, 11th — Masonic Halt, Naponee, Canada. 

1851, 12th — Church, Charlestown, Va. 

1851, leth-T-Masp.nfc Temple, Lpujifyille, J?[y. . ... ; , * 

1858, 16th — Court, flto use, Yic^sbprg, M^s. t 
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1825, 17 th— Monument, Bunker Hill. 

1843, 17th — Masonic Hall, Pulaski, Ky. 

1816, 24th — St. Paul’s Church, Providence, R. I. 

1841, 24th— Penitentiary, Halifax, N. B. 

1852, 24th— State Capitol, Austin, Texas, 

1854, 24th — Masonic Hall, Brandenburgh, Ky. 

1856, 24th — Western Kentucky College, Lodgeton, Ky. 

1858, 24th — Widows’ Home, Pine Bluff, Ark. 

1859, 24th; — City Hall, Covington, Ky, 

1819, 25th — Asylum, Coaster’s Harbor, R. I. 

1827, 25th — Masonic Hall, Natchez, Miss. 

1852, 26th — Institute Hall, Natchez, Miss. 

1822, 28th — City Hospital, Louisville, Ky. 

1801, 2tth — Bridge at Spey, Scotland., n . „ 

EDIFICES, ' &C., MASONIC ALLY DEDICATED. 

1796, 2d — Columbian Hall, Boston, Mass. 

1820, 5th — Masonic Hall; Newcastle, Ky. 

18^7, 17th — Statue of Warren, Bunker Hill. 

1811, 24th — Masonic Temple, Philadelphia, Pa. ’ 

1856, 24th — Masonic Temple, Chicago, Ills. ' ' 1 ‘ 

1827, 26th— Masonic Hall, Pawtucket, R. I. 

CASUALTIES. 

1859, 15th — Masonic Hall, Adams Fork, Ky,, burnt* 

MASONIC GRAND BODIES ORGANIZED. 

1820, 1st — Grand Lodge of Maine. 

1827, 2d — Grand Chapter of Alabama. k 

1819, 10th — Grand Chapter of N. H. ! 

1798, 12th— Grand Chapter of Mass. 

1816, 20th— Grand Encampment of United States. 

1744, 24th — Grand Lodge of Prussia (Berlin). 

1791, 24th — Grand Conclave, England and Wales. 

1791, 25th — Grand Lodge of R. I. s 

1826, 28th — Grand Lodge of Michigan. 

MISCELLANEOUS. ' 

1793, 1st — Freemason’s Magazine, London, Eng., published. 
1850, 1st — Masonic Union, (periodical,) published. 
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1851, 1st — Masonic Temple, (periodical,) published. 

1856, 2d — Masonic Pioneer ; ; “ ; - ^ \ M 

1816, 3d — Third Convention G. G. R A. Chapter. 

1857, 4th — Honorarium by Grand L. o£N. Y. to 3alem Tpwn. 

1249, 4th — Battle at Damietta, Egypt. , i . 

1857, 6th— Obsequies of Kane by G. L of N, Y. , 

1856, 7thh-rLodge Nq., 1, WilcaiBgtpn, Pel., semi-centennial. 
1825, 8th— Grand L. of N, H. elected Lafayette: Hou. Member.,, 

1857, 8thr-MftSonic Congress, ;Paris, France. , 

1818, 11th— Convention at Hopkinton, N. H,, to es$. G* Chapter. 
1821, 11th— -Convention at Cahawba, Ala., to est. G. Lodge. 

1708, 12th— Malta taken by the French. 

1795, 16th — St. John’s Lodge, Newark* N. J., organized. 

1817, 16th— G, Lodge of Miss, incorporated. ,, 

L783, 17th— Convention at Talbot, Md., to est, G. Lodge. 

1 740, 19th — Frederick the Great held, Lodge at Berlin. M < 

1792, 19th-r-rUnion of Masons in Maas*. l t , v , 

1764, 20thrn?Charter to est Provincial G* Lodge of Penn f . 
1823, 20tb>— King of Portugal, edict, , against, Masons. f , , . 

1502, 24th— Henry YII made G. M< of England. i 

1719, 24th— Desaquliers made G. 3L of England, 

1721, 24th— f-First Masonic Book ordered printed, 

1734, 24th— Charter to org. first Lodge; in Pa., 

1760, 24th— Joseph WarEen made Prov. G,;M. of Mass. 

1844, 24th— First Masonic Festival in Wisconsin. ; 

1854, 24th — Masonic Festival at Honolulu, S* L 

1857, 24th— Centennial Celebration of St John’s Lodge, No.2, : 

» m i of Rhode Island. i ! j 

1859, 24th— 2dt National Masonic School of Instruction. 

1098, 27th— Antioch captured. .! . : i ; 

1825, 27 th— G. Lodge of Delaware elected Lafayette Hon. Mem., l 

1845, 28th— Obsequies pf Andre tv Jackson by G. /Lodge of Mp. 
1850, 29th — Obsequies of Geo. Breckenridgej iP* G. M.ofKy. 
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A Modal Mason. 


Among* the recollections of h Freema?oti?» j lifetime there, are 
some to which I turn with more than ordinary plealsurej ' They 
are the recolleetiWof Jfbdel Mcmom* There arfc such^-beee : 
and therC ohe,— mCn who ih every rank or Station ib hfe. would 
do honor to it, but who in a society like this ; of xtorn become i 
exemplars of every virtue that can adorn humanity; Permit me 
to give you a sketch of one. Lest 1 should seem to pay lip* 
service to ahy personal friend, I will m»ke ; fob my Model a Taney 
sketch. He was a man who became a Mason attracted partly by; 
its antiquity, partly by its universality, but most of all by its pure 
and lofty principles. With those principles he became thoroughly 
acquainted before* offering hltnself as a candidate; Hence when, 
he entered the preparation room of* the lodge be cheferfhlly 
divested himself of all power to draw back. Wheh be became 
a Mason Once, he became i Mason for adl Pfone. He honored the 
name of God. He never would permit the name^of God to be 
dishonored by blasphemy in* hte hbaving Without a rebuke it the 
offender was a Mason, Or an ■ exhorMtiJon if not* 1 Llndter all the 
circumstances of Kfb he was a man of prayer. His heart was a 
sealed casket in the retention of a secret once codfided to. and 
accepted by him, Me was charitable, open, hospitable aa:God r s 
light and God’s rain. He was an ardent student ef Masonic 
knowledge, particularly of ! that Masonic knowledge which is so 
abundantly offered tinf the pages of the eternal Word. He,wa& 
proud of being known as a Mason, and neVet hid his candle 
under a bushfch * Hd was attentive to all the meetings atid to ail 
the duties of his lodge ; thoroughly posted in the rituals, well up 
in matters* of Masonic history and jurisprudence. He lived to 
exemplify the ‘’virtues of Faith, Hope and Charity ,^-of Temper^ 
ance, Fortitude/ 'Prudence and Justide,— ofi- Brotherly Love, 
Relief and Truth. He died entreating his Masonic brethren to 
do their symbolical work over his body, and he rests where the 
sighs of the Masonic brotherhood were wafted above him, and 
the tears, the sods, and the green sprigs were mingled together 
in his grave. Such was the Model Mason. 
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Good Thoughts Powerfully Expressed, 

[In; the dearth of good Addresses the past year, (what has, be- 
come of all the writing Grand Masters ?) the followings from Prof. 
Guilbert, Grand Master of Iowa, comes with a blessing. It is as 
gOod in manner and. in matter, and ought to make sinners blush' 
under its castigation, We copy large portions pf it as delivered , 
June, 1664 , to the Grand Lodge at Dos. Moines; — Ed . Vb*ce.\ 

The’ sun of another day, the ohiefest of our Iowa days Ma- 
sonic, has risen in the fulnesjs of its Jun.e splendor and demands’ 
its annual Coronation at the hands of the Craft. Hail to the day 
of days ! Hail and welcome to the genial brotherhood here as- 
sembled ! Health and length of years, peace and harmony be 
their portion, and that of those whom they have left behind them 
around the altar fires of the lodges at borne* As we assemble 
hereto celebrate our apppyA festival, it “ is very meet and proper, 
yea, it is pur bounden duty,,’ to “ render hearty thanks” to, the 
G, A* 0. T. TJ, for the “manifold blessings and, comforts” we 
have enjoyed during the gra^d Masonic year that has nowheOPme 
merged in the sounding past, Aa your Masonic chief, it gives me 
pleasure to bp; able to ; say, that never, during our history .as a 
Grand Lodge, has “ the noble science and . the royal art” beei^ 
mpre healthfully prosperous than during the year that has goneu ‘ 
An extensive correfsponde nee with the representative men of the 
lodges; the reports of different JPeputy Custodians; a«<J personal 
interviews with many members of the Craft* have enahled rae .to 
form a pretty apcurafce estimate of our progress and X am gljpjl (o 
have it in my power to aver, that this has been most satisymtftry 
ip every respect. Very few causes lor disagreement between 
lodges and members have arisen, and those that have Qqourred, 
have been promptly APd; amicably settled* either with pr without 
reference ta,thp Grand Master, While other States ba v P been 
racked by the throes of fierce and unmasonic quarrels,, upon the 
all-absorbing question; of . V the Work;” while in ope of them the, 
strong arm of the law has been invoked upon the side of certain 
contestants; while the Masonic press ha 8 teemed ydth the, most 
unhandsome and unfi’#ernai . attacks : upqn Grand Officers, and 
tfie^r nets and motives, thus bringing discredit bpou the Craft uni-, 
yersal, audi prpving qonciusively that the brethren therp. do pot 
“dwell together, in unity;” while certain Grand Lotos have* by 
resolution*, disfranchised certain other Masons, a^d ba ve i Dtro * 
duced new and innovating and unlawful tests I while they hav£ 
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proscribed their equals for opinion’s sake, and have thus inaugu- 
rated divisions in their own counsels, whose end is not yet ; free 
from these entanglements, these suicidal dempn- strations of men 
whose craft Is in danger, we haVfe quietly glided along, making 
more and more general a knowledge of the Work, and more and 
more extended a capacity for its exemplification ; daily inviting 
new converts to its beauty and completeness ; strengthening the 
lodges and nearly putting it out of the power of Resigning and 
disorganizing brethren, if we have any such among us, to stir up 
strife and throw us back into chaos once more. We have great 
cause for congratulation, therefore, and I trust that the day is far 
distant when this Grand Lodge shall bC cut loose from its lpyal 
moorings and sent rudderless afloat upon the great Masonic sea, 
a, pitiable wreck. Let who will, at home pr abroad^ deride and 
contemn, what we know to be correct and good, let us, brethren, 
“ to ourselves be true let us 

i— into our glorious creed, 

Which erst from God did emanate, 

Breathe e’er our best and brarest detd, 1 

And dare do Ri<Qfln f r whatever our state. 

Let us “ quit ourselves as men”^meq 6f independence of thought 
and firmness of purpose — men’whb are determinedly loyal to the 
oft repeated decisions of our Grand Lodge— men whose w&l-con-' 
sidered opinions are not easily receded from — men who are them- 
selves the best judges of their oWn deliberate actions — men who 
“know their rights, and knowing dare maintain” them; as men, 
in fine, who are not to be brow-beaten 'of frightened by the abuse' 
of placemen contemners, but will pursue “the even tenor of their 
way,” fulfilling their duties, and remembering that the “ inexora- 
ble lrigiC of events” will, by and by, vindicate their present posi- 
tion^; and condemn those parties who are miking so “ much ado 
about nothing,” in the hope that thus they may divert attention 
frdhi their own shortcomings. 

Thank Heaven, the seven principles whiCh seem to actuate and 
cpntrprdertain placemen, i. e. the fivs loaves and ttco fishes, are 
unknown quantities in the arithmetic of Iowa Masonry. We' do 
not pay princely salaries to a favored few, and thefo commit to 
their not over clean hands the government of our Grand Lodge, 
our very Masonic lives ’land' honor. On the contrary; here the 
many are felt and heard, are' competent to speak arid as compe- 
tent to act. We do riot here elect Masons to responsible position# 
simply because they'cih n6t feed and clothC tbCmSelyes except by 
drafts up6n the Grand Lodge treasury. We haVe not noW any 
Masonic paupers, and I trust we never shrill have, if they are to 
make their pauperism the sole basis Of a claim to Grand Lodge* 
offices. We have, fortunately; a model Grand Secretary, who 
occupies, ably, a compensated arid distinguishable civil position,' 
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and who can live without the very moderate salary annually paid 
him by this Grand l^odge ; a Grand Secretary “ who minds his 
own business,” and minds it so faithfully that he and a competent 
and right-minded Grand Master never collide, but are mutual 
helpers. Each being the master of his own situation, meddles 
not with that in the other’s office which does not concern himself, 
and so they get on together, like the parties to a well assorted- 
marriage, without any “ family jars.” At a time when, with the 
introduction of new and unmasonic tests into Grand Lodge polity, 
there has come to pass the docrine that Grand Secretaries “ are, 
and of right ought to be,” the Grand Lodges they sometimes . 
misrepresent ; and that, instead of contenting themselves with 
being simply efficient clerks and executive officers and advisers, 
they must supervise and control the Grand Masters, write their 
edicts, dictate their decisions, and prescribe the manner and rhat-. 
tier of the Work in such jurisdictions, it is a soiirce of great con- 
gratulation to us, that we, in Iowa, are afflicted by nO such incubus, 
that we are bestrode, and worried, and maddened by no “old man 
of the sea,” as was poor Sinbad, the sailor, whose afflictive dis- 
pensation it was reserved for modern times to parallel, if the 
troubles in certain representative Masonic bodies have been cor- 
rectly understood. 

But a truce to this train of thought. Some mention of disturb- . 
ing matters in other jurisdictions was necessary, and this I have 
chosen to make. I hope, but do not expect, that he who shall 
write the Grand Master’s Address of the coming year, wilt be 
able to record the fact, that yonder seething and bubbling caldron 
of unmasonic strife has been emptied of its contents ; that Ma- 
sonic “ war meetings” are numbered among the things that were, 
and that no heavy penalties shall have been imposed for the les- 
sons of wisdom which, be it hoped, they may have inculcated. 

DISTRICT DEPUTY CUSTODIANS. 

I am sorry to say, that but seven out of the forty-eight District 
Deputy Custodians, have made formal reports to me. Numbers 
of those who have failed, have supposed,' I apprehend, that be- 
cause they have occasionally written me during the year, with 
reference to lodge matters in their several districts, it was unnec- 
essary to make a formal report of their doings, at this time. In 
this they were mistaken. On page 569 of the proceedings of the 
last Grand Lodge, the performance of this duty was expressly 
enjoined upon each of them, and they have been exceedingly re- 
miss in not yielding compliance. Those that have entirely failed * 
deserve to be censurbd. I append six of these reports. The 
seventh was made by worshipful Bro. W. E. Robinson, of the 6th 
District, and was principally an account of the doings of the very 
flourishing “ Benton School of Instruction” at Dubuque. In the 
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hurry q{ n?y exodus from home, this interesting paper was unfor- 
tunately mislaid, and was. left behind — a fact I regret*, and an 
accident I can not at this juncture repair, Enough reports have 
been made, however, for a beginning and a precedent They 
show exclusively, how admirably our system will work, and how 
potent an agent of uniformity it will prove itself to be, when, with 
added experience, the right men shall be selected for the different ' 
districts.. The reports of worshipful Brethren Gustinp, Hemming- 
way, and Brown deserve especial commendation for completeness. 
That of Bro. Brown gives particular information with regard to 
the Hall which each lodge in his district occupies — a species of 
information the Grand Lodge haa repeatedly 4 eman ded, but has 
as yet failed fully to secure. I regard it to be the duty of each 
District Deputy Custodian to follow Brp. Brown’s example* X 
trust all will do so another year. I know that one of the Special 
Deputy Custodians for the State at large, worshipful Bro. EJnos, 
has done much work jn his parish during the year, and X regjret 
that be has failed to make a report of his acts under bis appoint- 
ment, From two expert workers from another jurisdiction who, 
during extensive business tours, in which each has traversed fully 
t^o-thirdp of the State, visiting very many of the lodges, and 
witnessing their manner of working, I have received letters 
warmly commending our system of disseminating the Work, and 
as warmly alluding to different Masters and District Deputy Cus- 
todians who, in their estimation, deserved especial commendation. 
I $m sorry these letters have also inadvertently been left behind 
me, for it is but just that a Grand Master should bestow public 
applause upon those of his subordinate officials who merit it. The 
two sojourners to whom I allude were Past Deputy Grand Master 
John C. leaker, and Past Grand Lecturer D. W. Thompson, of 
111. They had.no commission as lecturers, for such commission 
would have been denied them, if asked, inasmnch as our rules 
forbid us granting these favorte to those outside 6f our own juris- 
diction. They are able workers and enlightened M^eons, jthpy 
have traveled as such” in many jurisdictions, and I was pleased 
to bear from them such enthusiastic accounts of our Wor^prog? 
ress, and ©u r general lodge proficiency, as they, vpluntariiy 'and 
unsolicited, were kind enough to send me. They wore the recipe 
iehts of many attentions from the Craft,, which were worthily, 
bestowed, and will bp gratefully remembered, and they bore away 
with them, so they apprise me, as high an opinion of the courtesy 
of Iowa Masons as of th-eir capacity to work and to govern them- 
eeives. . ... t 

Each year’s experience in the Work, and pur peculiar method 
of its dissemination, serves to deepen my attachment to the first* 
and my .confidence in the latter, I am satisfied that we are on tb$ 
right track, the shining track that leads up to the summit of suqn 
cessful Masonic endeavor. 


i 
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Five years s^go, at Davenport, after long and Repeated debate^, 
was the ancient Wort re-established in onr jurisdiction, and after 
much study and reflection, the Custodian and School of Instruc- 
tion system of communicating it to the lodges waS decided upon 
and inaugurated. Since then the Gtaiid Lodge has again arid yet 
again and again reiterated its former solemn decision, and has 
refused to entertain any proposition which looked toward a change; 
for we have had ample reason to be satisfied that well enough 
ought to be let alone. As to its authenticity, the evidence of that 
4< venerable” Mason who has “ come down to us from a former 
generation;” the testimony irreproachable of Vermont’s facile 
prineeps , Father Wilson, under whose auspices the Custodians 
were instructed, and the Work by them introduced to the Grand 
Lodge at Burlington, would have been sufficient In addition to 
those, however, we had the Corroborative evidence of other gray- 
headed experts in our own arid other jurisdictions, who Were the 
c ©temporaries br immediate Successors of the saluted Webb. 
Besides all this, We had prdoft of the authenticity of; the Work, 
presented us by a Fast Grand Master of Kentucky, Whose travels 
and researches have been mOre extensive than those of any Ma- 
son On the continent, and to whom this was a labor of love; These 
proofs he furnished at the unanimous request of the Grand Lodge. 
Those of ybu who were at the Annual Grand! Communication 
held in Burlington, Will remember how publicly R. W. Bro. Wil- 
son approved his statements, and how perfectly the two experts 
agreed. You are all of you aware What a furious 44 hue arid c*^” 
has been raised against the distinguished Fast Grand Master to 
whom I refer, arid m6st of you trill appreciate the reasons there- 
for. If he has committed sins, we are not responsible for them, 
if they are proven, which iS ; not yet the case ; and we do riot pro- 
pose to be made parties to the crusade Which, by iriterristed per- 
sons, is being now preached against him. That he is probably 
the most enlightened Mason of our time, explains in part t^hy he 
is thus assailed, arid he can safely commit his vindication to the 
care ’ of the future. I allude to Past Gran d Master Morris, as Will 
he apparent 1 to iriost of you. I make no apology for thus men- 
tioning his natrie. He has not meddled with us, nor will We with 
Kim. ! It is but due him who has so often, at bur own invitation, 
been With Us in ' Grand 0 Lodge; that I should iri this connection 
recognize his services, and I rim not One of those who abandon 
friends Without bettrir reason than I have in thife crisei ’ 

Since the day When we “ Welcomed hoirieagain discarded ftith,” 
the Cusibdiaris and their numerous assistants— 1 with 'one exception 
— have earnestly and faithfully carried out tbe edicVof the Grarid 
Lodge, and they have no reason to be dissatisfied with what has 
been accomplished. A large majority of the lodges now have 
the Work, and in a little more time all will be thus favored. Tak- 
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ing the power to change the Work out of the hands of the Grand 
' Master, was the most sensible thing our Grand Lodge has ever 
done, and by the system we have inaugurated and faithfully prao- 
. ticed for five years, perfect uniformity will very soon be secured, 
and the Craft will be protected against the disorganizing influ- 
. ence of any who may attempt to “ cut, carve, hew, and indent ” 
the ritual with their own personal chisels. , 



The Priory of Ayr, Scotland. 

The Priory of Ayr holds of the Grand Priory of Scotland act- 
ing under the Chapter-General of the Religious and Military Order 
of the Temple, of which His Grace Bro. the Duke of Athole is 
the Grand: Master. The Order of the Temple differs from Free- 
masonry in one very important particular— that the modes of 
recognition and forms of initiation are all that require concealment. 

. The vow, of profession contains nothing that may not meet the eye 
of the public, and the meeting, except during initiation, may be 
attended by any one, although not of the order, provided he be 
introduced by a Sir Knight, and the presiding officer for the time 
being do not object. There are other peculiarities about the Scot- 
tish Templars. They look upon those of England and Ireland as 
being Masonic Knights Templar, and consequently refuse to ad- 
mit by affiliation those of that degree who have received the same 
t , under the English or Irish constitution ; but while thus repudiat- 
ing Masonie Templars, the being a regularly-exalted, and recorded 
. Royal Arch Mason is a sine qua non to admission into the Order. 
As to costume, the Masonic Templar apron has been discarded 
for the mantle and tunic, cap, spurs, and sword. There are only 
three Priories in Scotland ; by some sleight-of-hand, Kilmarnock, 
which possesed No, 2 Charter, was deleted from the roll of En- 
• campment8 f There are members of that dormant Encampment 
still alive, whose application for renewal might now be more favor- 
ably considered by the -Chapter-General. The ipes, for the renewal 
of a dormant Encampment amount to ope guinea ; while a new 
Charter, with the right to confer the degrees of Knight Templar, 
Knight of St Paul, Knight . of the Red Cross of Constantine, 
Knights of Malta, and the Priestly Order of the Temple, can, we 
believe, be procured for the euro ot fiv$ gmne*&.-t-Ayr Adver- 
tiser) May 28, 1863. 


* 
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The Eiiglish Eltual, '•/’ 

A writer in the (Loudon) Freemason's Magazine makes the 
following suggestions of improvement in the JEnglish Rituals. 
His exposition of the discrepancies, found in English Lodges is 
highly refreshing to an American reader. , Have they any Con- 
servators there ? . : . . . . 

1 “Among the members of the Craft under tne English consti- 
tutions, travelers or other Brethren enjoying opportunities of - 
visiting a variety of Lodges, must be greatly astonished at the 
want'of urtiformitof of work., Peculiar alterations are made on 
our Ritual by the insertion of forms borrowed! frequently from 
Scotch, Irish, American, and other foreign, services, without the 
slightestr regard to the , ancient landmarks, 6f the Order, and 
totally ignoring the authority of the Grand Lodge, which forbids 
innovations of any kind. Brethren initiated in these Lodges, 
whilst receiving their Masonic* education, have communicated to 
them a mixture of truth and error which can never, except by 
good fortune and skillful teaching, be separated. Meeting after 
meeting confirms the erring impression, until, at last, scarce a 
vestige of the proper working remains. The end, no doubt, is 
the same, and the possessor of Masonic secrets will, it is to be 
hoped, have an ample knowledge, of the, sc^ppe, no matter how 
conveyed. But something more than that is required b/ the 
Constitutions, and we should not only instruct candidates in the 
same mysteries, but tho methqd of, imparting the instructions 
should also be the same, so that a person initiated in the most 
remote 1 Lpdge from England ought to enjoy equal advantages 
with his (at present more fortunate) Brethren at home. 

^Regular Lodges of Instruction are particularly useful, but 
under the present regulations much cannqt he hoped from them. 

“Brethren residing in England* may with slight exertions, 
render their knowledge of our approved Ritual al most perfect. 
But the multitude of Brethren located out of the United King- 
dom do not enjoy the same facilities, and without the existence 
of one recognised authority to determine the merits of 4 rival 
Lodges, no complete and general system of Masonic instructions 
can be established.;: » ,f . f 

* It might be, suggested to the members of the Grand Lodge 
that they should form a committee to revise the entire present 
Ritual atod create one from which no deviation shojuld be at any 
time allowed ; that a Council be selected from among the most 
approVedaUd efficient Brethren who have served as Masters of 
Lodges, to whom this revised Ritiual may, be instructed ; that the 
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Council consist of members to bear office for such period as may 
be deemed expedient, and vacancies in its numbers be filled up 
by the Grand Lodge ; that the Council shall have full powers of 
, adjudication upon matters connected with the Ritual, and be, in 
other words, a Lodge of Instruction, acting with supreme and 
recognized authority ; that certain days in the month be set apart 
for examinations, at which a majority of the Oohneil ate to attend, 
and any WprsbipM Master or Past Master under the English 
Constitution, be allowed to present himself, entitled to a certifi- 
cate pf proficiency under such Masonic rank and jewel as may 
. be decided upon ; that Brethren so Qualified Should be requested 
•to point out to the Worfehipfrd Master when visiting a stratege 
Lodge, any deviation from the authorized Ritual. ■ ■ / 

“This plan, of which the present article is a crude and hasty 
sketch, seems to : promise fair. In a few years Broth mu possess- 
ing the required proficiency Would be scattered over llhe globe, 
giving, by their own perfected knowledge, asSuranoe to the skiM- 
ful ,&nd assistance tb the incorrect.” 


About Squares* 

We have a fancy for old bpoks, and can rarely get the better 
of a temptation to loiter at the stalls and look them over, occa- 
sionally drawing out our friend greenback L. T. for the purchase 
ot an odd volume. A day Or two rince we picked Up ah old folio 
on Heraldry, full of quaint sayings, and a perfect mint of infor- 
mation on the useful science of Which it treats. We shall pick 
out on occasional gem and reset it in ' the Dispatch for the benefit 
of our reaiders. Thus, describing a coat of arms, Argent y a 
chevron between ' three squares, he says : “ Artificers’ do use their 
Squares, their Rules, their Lines ana Levels ; they go by Meas- 
ures ana Members, to the end that, in all theit Works there should 
not be anything fotttjfd, dotte either rashly or at adventure* And 
therefore ttpich mote Should men use the like moderation: and 
rules in the' perfdrtnaticfe' of those acts of virtue wherein*' mac’s 
happiness doth consist, especially those who sit in the seats of 
justice, which in Modes’ time were Wont to be men fearing God 
and hating cO^etOustiOSs, which is the perfect sqware which such 
ought to folio w v But Aristotle writeth of a Lesbian square or 
rule, which ’whs made of so flexible a Stuff that it would bend 
any Way his workmen would hate it. But most dangerous is the 
’ estate of that commonwealth Whose judges work bystiefe Squatfcs, 
making fhO laws to boW to their private afflfections; andsocnefcra*es 
to mean pne thing, another time the contrary, as thwniselvee *re 
aiSpoSed^ iticUnO.— ‘ 1 • ^ - k * . 
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GUIDE TO THE ODDER OF HIGH PRIESTS, 

EMBRACING FULL MONITORIAL INSTRUCTIONS, 

Together with the 

Installation of Officers of Grand and Subordinate Chapters , the Consecration 
and Dedication of Chapters , ete etc., and. Constitutional Reguldfthns for 
the Government of Grand Councils of High Priests. Compiled and ar- 
ranged by WILLIAM HACKER , M. E. President of the Grand Council 
of High Priests of the State of Indiana , and ROB MORRIS , LL. D. 


iJiTIClB FIRST. 

The above is the' title of a work announced two years since, 
but not yet complete. In the early part of 1864 a portion of it 
was published by Bro. Joseph Coveil, of Maine, the name of 
“Rob Morris” being omitted from the title page. This was 
done without Bro. Morris’ knowledge or CQnsent. 

The value of the work seems to demand its publication in 
some form, and as many of the readers of the Voice are recipi- 
ents of this beautiful Order styled “High Priesthood,” and 
others probably will be, we have thought best to give it entire, 
so far as completed, in our volumes : 

PREFACE, 

It is an adage, trite* yet not obsolete, that “ whatever is worth 
doing at all, is worth doing well !” The Order of High Priest- 
hood, though so modern as to prefer no claims to antiquity, has 
yet grown steadily upon the affections of the enlightened com- 
panions who have received it, and every year has witnessed an 
increased avidity for its honors on the part of those who are 
entitled to enjoy them. To say that this Order is usually inade- 
quately conferred, is only to aver that it has shared the fate of 
the other Orders and Systems of Masonry which are practiced 
in this country, infill of which the faults of Working do gross 
injustice to the beautiful and important Lessons involved in them, 
but the Order of Hiph Priesthood has all the elements of sub- 
limity and impressiveness in its structure ; its covenants are 
solemn and forcible, and it needs #nly to ; be exhibited in proper 
light to be even more greatly cherished and sought after than it 
has ever been before. The want of a complete Monit&r o r Gnid e 
2-vol. ii.— no. vi. 
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in working this Order, has heretofore been a drawback to its 
perfect success ; the present volume is offered with a view of 
supplying that want. 

Several Grand Councils of High Priests have been established 
of late, in each of which some embarrassment was found in 
framing appropriate Constitutional Regulations. We therefore 
offer here a Code for the government of such, corresponding 
with those in use in several jurisdictions, and which can readily 
be adapted to all. 

The basis of this Guide is, of course, The Freemason's Moni- 
tor of Thomas Smith Webb, the first publication which directly 
alludes to the Order of High Priests. But while embodying all 
that is given in the Monitor on this subject, we have labored both 
to simplify and amplify it. The division into Chapters, Sections, 
and Paragraphs, will facilitate the use of the Guide, and the 
addition of Prayers, Charges, Odes, and explanatory matter will, 
we can not doubt, add greatly to its value. The compilers being 
ardent admirers of the Order of High Priesthood as a whole, 
and attached to the teachings of Webb in all departments of 
Masonry, can honestly say that the preparation of this volume 
has been a labor of love to them, and that nothing but the wish 
to be useful has prompted them to the task. 

Shelby vllik, Ind., March , 1862. 


Order of High Priests, 


CHAPTER FIST. 


OPENING THE COUNCIL. 

Section 1 . — Preliminary Observations . 

The establishment of the Order of High Priesthood as a dis- 
tinct branch of Masonry is directly attributable to the enterprise 
of Companion Thomas Smith Webb, who, in the Third Edition 
of The Freemason's Monitor , (1805,) first presented its exoteric 
Ritual. It is not known to us from whence he derived it. The 
Royal Arch System of England has honorary Orders for its offi- 
cers, (First Principal, Second Principal, etc.,) though there is little 
resemblance between those Orders and this of High Priesthood 
It may be, however, that the whole had a common origin, and 

^Neither is there more than a faint, resemblance between the Royal Arch 
Degree of England and ours. See the investigations of Comp. Elisha D. Cooke 
under this head. * , 
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that Webb received at least the germ of this Order from the 
same source, and at the same period (about 1795,) as the Presto- 
man Lectures. 

It may safely be said that nothing in Masonry exceeds the sol- 
emn^', force, and impressiveness of the covenants of the Order 
of High Priesthood . The drama of Royal Arch Masonry, in its 
American form, being altogether of a religious cast — the High 
Priest of a Chapter representing the dignity, responsibility, grace, 
and virtue of a spiritual head, it naturally follows that a society 
exclusively made up of High Priests should be cemented and 
bound together by engagements than which nothing is more sa- 
cred or binding. Such is the philosophy of the present Order, 
into which none should enter save those who acknowledge a pro- 
found reverence for Deity, and a dutiful respect for His revealed 
Word. And while bearing this just testimony to the Covenants , 
we may add that the means of Recognition, in the Order of High 
Priesthood, are alike ingenious, simple, full of dignity, and both 
scripturally and masonically appropriate. 

The Order of High Priesthood appertains exclusively to the 
office of High Priest of a Royal Arch Chapter: and no one can 
be lawfully entitled to receive it until he has been elected to sus- 
tain that office in some regular Chapter of Royal Arch Masons. 

The officers of a Council of High Priests are named a^d ranked 
as follows : 

1. The President, entitled Most Excellent. 

2. The Vice President, “ Excellent. 

3* The Chaplain, ' “ “ 

4. The Treasurer, “ “ 

5. The Recorder, “ “ 

6. The Master of Ceremonies, “ “ * 

7. The Conductor, “ “ 

8. The Herald, « “ 

9. The Steward, “ “ 

The duties of these officers correspond respectively, (so far as 
they are not esoteric,) with those of officers bearing similar titles 
in other Masohic organizations. 

The Work of conferring the Order of High Priesthood cannot 
regularly be done by a . less number of Anointed High Priests 
than three ; but when performed with the solemn ceremonials en- 
joined by the Ritual, nine or more will be found necessary. 

The Candidate in this Order of Masonry represents Abraham, 
“ the Father of the Faithful.” The Hierophant represents Mel - 
chisedek, “ King of Salem, Priest of the Most High God.” 
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Section 2. — Forms at Opening . 

The proper place of assemblage of a Council of High Priests 
is a Chapter room. The robes, jewels, curtains, and parapher- 
nalia of a Royal Arch Chapter are, in part, appropriate to its use. 
A few other preparations, which are suggested by the esoteric 
Rituals, must be made by the Steward. 

A Council of High Priests is congregated, purged, tyled, and 
lectured upon the same principles as other Masonic bodies. One 
marked difference is found in • this, that no Tyler or Sentinel is 
needed without the door. 



* 


* 


* 


ODE AT OPINING. 

[In those Councils of High Priests where the charms of music are brought 
into requisition, the following Ode will be found appropriate at Opening. As 
weusually assemble but once a year, and are composed of Companions gath- 
ered from distant parts of the jurisdiction, it is strongly advised that as much 
interest and solemnity as possible be thrown around the Opening and Closing 
exeroises;] 

Air : Dundee . 

Let your Light shine, the Master said, 

To bless benighted man : 

The grace and truth My light has shed, 

Be yours to spread again. 

We come, 0 Lord, with willing mind, 

Thy knowledge to display : 

Enlighten us, by nature blind, 

And glad we will obey. 
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The following passages of Scripture may be read at opening: 

“ Seeing that we have a great High Priest , that is passed into 
the Heavens, Jesus the Son of God , let us hold fast our profession. 

“ For we have-not an High Priest which can not be touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted 
like as we are, yet without sin; 

“Let us therefore come boldly unto the Throne of Grace , that 
we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need/” — 
Heb. iv, : 14-16. • ( 

1 PRAYER AT OPENING. 

0 Lord. God : there is no God like Thee in ileaven above, or 
on earth beneath, who keepest covenant and mercy with Thy ser- 
vants that walk before Thee with all their heart ! Thou who didst 
aforetime appear unto our Father Abraham, by Thy name, God 
Almighty , we desire to approach Thee at this time with reverence 
and godly fear, and to invoke Thy Grace upon our assemblage. 
Meet with us, we beseech Thee, as Thou dost not meet with those . 
who know Thee not, and preside over our deliberations. Incline 
our hearts unto wisdom, {hat all our actions may meet with Thy 
divine approval. Infuse Thy spirit into all our utterances, that 
w T e may speak naught but what comes from Thee. Guide us in 
the performance of our solemn ceremonies, that they may convey 
to others the great lessons of our Order, reverence to Ged and 
love to man. All this we ask through the merits of Jesus the Son 
of God, oui^ Great High Priest , who is in the Heayens. Amen. 
So mote it be. 

* * * * * * 


CHAPTER SECOND. 


CONFERRING TREE ORDER OF H. P, 

, , Section \ % -^-The Reception . 

: In this sectioii of the ceremony any number of candidates may 
be admitted at once ; but in general, it is advised that, for conve- 
nience’ sake, the number be limited to three. 

Each candidate mufet bring from the Chapter of which heisor 
was a member, a Certificate, of which the following is a forme 

To A in whom fir May Concern. 

This is to certify that Companion — — — — was, o n the 

-t-r— day of -, A. D., 18— yA. I., 23—,* duly and constitu- 

■ *The Royal Arch Date. (A. I*, Year of Diacoyery) is found by adding 530 
to the Year of our Lord. 
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tionally elected to the office of High Priest of Chapter, 

No. — , working under a Charter from the M. E. Grand Royal 

Arch Chapter of the State of . 

Given under my hand, and the seal of the Chapter, this 

day of , A. D., 18 — , A. L., 23 — . 


Seci'etary , 

This certificate must be regularly authenticated by the signa- 
ture of the Secretary, and the seal of the Chapter. 

But should the candidate, for sufficient reason assigned, be un- 
able to produce such a certificate, then a certificate from the Grand 
Secretary of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter, under which the 
candidate has served as High Priest, certifying to the facts from 
the record, will be considered lawful information, and may be used 
accordingly. 

The following passages of Scripture are read in this section of 
the ceremony, by the Vice President.* 

“And it came to pass in the days of Amraphel, king of Shinar, 
Arioch, king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer^king of Elam, and Tidal, 
king of nations ; that these made war with Bera, king of Sodom, 
and with Birsha, king of Gomorrah, Shinab, king of Admah, and 
Shemeber, king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela, which is Zoar.” 

“ Twelve years they served Chedorlaomer, and in the thirteenth 
year they rebelled.” 

“ And there went out the king of Sodom, and the king of Go- 
morrah, and the king of Admah, and the king of Zeboiim, and 
the king of Bela, and they joined battle with them in the vale of 
Siddim; four kings with five.” 

“ And the vale of Siddim was full of slime pits ; and the kings 
of Sodom and Gomorrah fled and fell there ; and they that re- 
mained fled to the mountain.” 

“ And they took Lot, Abram’s brother’s son, who dwelt in Sod- 
om, and his goods, and departed. And there came one that had 
escaped, and told Abram the Hebrew; for he'dwelt in the plain 
of Mamre the Amorite, brother of Eshcol, and brother of Aner; 
and these were confederate with Abram. And when Abram 
heard that his brother was taken captive, he armed his trained 
servants, born in his own house, three hundred and eighteen, and 
pursued them unto Dan. And he divided himself against them, 
he and his servants, by night, an,d smote them, and pursued them 
unto Hobah, which is on the left hand of Damascus. 

“ And he brought back all the goods, and also brought again 
his brother Lot, and his goods, and his women also, apd- the 

*These passages may be greatly condensed, at the discretion of the Vice 
President. It was thought necessary to insert the whole here, for the pur- 
pose of displaying the connection. 
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people. And the king of Sodom went out to meet him (after his 
return from the slaughter of Chedorlaomer , and of the kings that 
were with him,) at the valley of Shaveh, which is the king’s dale. 
And Melchisedek , king of Salem, brought forth bread and wine ; 
and he was the Priest of the Most High God. And he blessed 
him, and eaid, Blessed be Abram of the Most High God, posses- 
sor of heaven and earth: and blessed be the Most High God, 
which hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand. And he* gave 
him tithes of all. 

“ And the king of Sodom said unto Abram, Give me the per- 
sons, and take the goods unto thyself. And Abram said to the 
king of Sodom, I have lifted up mine hand unto the Lord, the 
Most High God, the possessor of heaven and earth, that 1 will 
not take/ro/n a thread even to a shoe-latchet, and that I will not 
take anything that is thine, lest thou shouldest say, I have made 
Abram rich : save only that which the young men have eaten, and 
the portion of the men which went with me, Aner, Eshcol, and 
Mamre; let them take their portion. — Genesis , xiv. 

3 * 

* 

6 

* 

7 


* 



* 


* 


* 

If the candidate has never been regularly installed as High 
Priest of a Chapter, f the twelve standard questions of the instal- 
lation service are now to be propounded to him, and the installa- 
tion prayer offered. These will be found in Chapter IV. 

Section 2. — The Anointing. 


In this section of the ceremonies but one candidate can be ad- 
mitted at a time. Here the paraphernalia of a Royal Arch Cbap- 

*That is Abram gave tithes to Melchisedek. 

fit were greatly to be desired, that no High Priest should be installed un- 
til he has been regularly anointed to the Sublime Order of High Priests. 
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ter is necessary to give full effect to the drama, and the number 
of nine or more Companion^ will be found essential to produce a 
proper effect. 

The ceremonies of this section are chiefly esoteric. 




The following passages of Scripture,. are here read by the 
Chaplain:. ' 

“ For this Melchisedek , king of Salem, priest of the Most High 
God, who met Abrahain retur ning from the slaughter of the kings 
and blessed him ; to whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of 
all : [first being by interpretation King of Righteousness, and 
after that also King of Salem, which is King of Peace ; without 
father, without mother, without descent, having neither beginning 
of days nor end of life, but made like unto the Son of God] : 
abideth a Priest continually. Now consider how great this man 
was unto tfrhom even the patriarch Abraham gave the tenth of 
the spoils. And verily they are of the sons of Levi, who receive 
the office of the priesthood, have a J commandment to take tithes 
of the people according to the law, that is, of their brethren, 
though they come out of the loins of Abraham. — Heb. vii : 1-5. 

“For he testifieth, Thou art a Priest forever, after the Order 
of Melchisedek. And not without an oath he was made Priest. 
Those priests* were made without an oath ; but thisf with an 
oath by Him that said unto him, The Lord sware and will not 
repent, Thou art a Priest forever after the Order of Mel- 
chisedek.” — Heb . vii: 17, 20 and 21. 

The following prayer is here offered by the Chaplain : 

Praver at Anointing. 

“ O Thou, who doth bless the fruitage of the olive and the vine 
to man’s use, and doth give him refreshment and joy for his 
labor, bless now, in a spiritual sense, we entreat Thee, this appli- 
cation of oil and wine, that they may represent the times of re- 

* Meaning those under the Levitical Law. 

t Alluding to the “ great High Priest, who is passed unto the heavens, 
Jesus the Son of God.” 


# 
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freshing from on high, which Thou wilt bestow upon Thy faithful 
laborers in the moral vineyard. Give to all Thy workmen cour- 
age and strength. Increase their zeal. Awaken them to the 
value of Thy promises, that when the toils of life are ended they 
may hear Thy welcome plaudits, < Well done, good and faithful 
servants ! enter ye into the joy of your Lord.’ Amen. So Wiote 
it be. , ; :: 

The following passages of Scripture are illustrative of solem^ 
ceremonies : 

“ And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying : Speak unto Aaron 
and unto his sons, saying, On this wise ye shall bless the children 
of Israel, saying unto them, The Lord bless thee and keep thee. 
The Lord make his face to shine upon thee, and be gracious unto 
thee. The Lord lift up his countenance upon thee , and give thee 
peace.” — Hum. v i: 22-26. 

Response by the Companions : Amen. , So mote it be. 


Section 3. — The Charge . 

The following Charge is delivered to the candidate by the 
President : x 

My Companion: Thus we close these' splemn ceremonies: 
and I will here call your attention to a remarkable fact in the 
history of this Order : its covenants have never been violated l In 
all associations wolves have crept into the fold ; but thus far we, 
the members of the Order of High Priesthood, have been spared 
such mortifying and painful treason. Our pledges, we believe, 
have been kept; our cement has resisted all the attacks of time, 
and the follies of men. We trust this will always be the case, 
and especially so with you, who have, on this occasion, displayed 
the faith, the honor, and the firmness of Abraham. Remember 
that the responsibilities of this sacred Order rest not alone upon 
the officers, but equally upon the individual members of the 
Order; a dereliction from duty being equally destructive in the 
one case as the other. As you value, then, your honor as a man 
and Mason; as you prize the purity and permanency of the 
Order; as you fear to displease God Almighty, whose name you 
have so solemnly invoked, and his Eternal Son, who is the Great 
High Priest that appeareth for us in the heavens, keep inviolate 
every pledge you have made,* and perform with fidelity every 
duty to which you have become bound. 
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CHAPTER THIRD. 


CLOSING THE COUNCIL. 

! Section 1. — Forms at Closing . 

< The ceremony of Closing the Council is equally solemn and 
impressive as that of Opening. Every avenue must be closed ; 
every officer takes his position ; the responses should be distinctly 
enunciated, and the religious exercises devoutly rendered. 
Scriptural Passages at Closing. 

“ And in that day thou '^halt say, O Lord, I will praise Thee ; 
though Thou wast angry with me, Thine anger is turned away, 
and Thou comfordest me. 

“ Behold, God is my salvation ; I will trust and not be afraid ; 
f<^r the Lord Jehovah is iny strength and my song ; He also is 
become my salvation. 

“ Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of 
salvation. 

“ And in that day shall ye say, Praise the Lord, call upon His 
name, declare His doings among the people, make mention that 
His name be exalted. 

“ Sing unto the Lord; for He hath done excellent things; this 
is known in all the earth. 

“ Cry out and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion; for great is the 
Holy One of Israel in the midst of thee.” — Isaiah , xii. 

“ Who shall separate us from the love of Christ ? shall tribula- 
tion, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, 
or sword? Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through Him that loved us. 

“ For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor Slight, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able 
to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.” — j Romans, viii : 35, etc. 

Ode at Closing. 

Refreshed with angels’ food we go, 

To serve Thee in Thy work below ; 

Trusting, when Sabbath rest is given, 
f To share Thy richer joys in heaven. 

then bind our willing souls in one ; 

Confirm the Covenant here begun ; 

Each day our vows more sacred be, 

And seal them in Eternity ! 

The Farewell Exhortation. 

“Finally, Brethren, farewell. Be perfect, be of good comfort, 
be of one blind, live in peace; and the God of love and peace 
shall be with you.” — 2 Cor, xiii: 11. 
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A Tribute to Salem Town. 


Composed and read before the Masonic brethren at Aurora, N. 
Y., in the lodge of which the venerated patriarch died a member, 
by Bro. Rob Morris. In this, my first visit to the village, so long 
honored as the residence of Salem Town, I crave permission to 
express, before his old friends, neighbors, and Masonic familiars, 
my high appreciation of the character of that venerable man, and 
to submit ray profound regrets at his loss. 

There has been no Masonic writer in this cquntry whose opin' 
ions were so long, so frequently, and so approvingly cited, as those 
of Salem Town. He began the study of Masonic science imme- 
diately after his initiation. It was not long until he felt impelled 
to use the pen in expressing the thoughts suggested by that study. 
The numerous orations and discourses, in whose composition he 
devoted his leisure hours, displayed so much originality and wealth 
of sentiment, that he was induced to collect them up and commit 
them to the press as early as 1818. The first was soon followed 
by a second edition. Nearly forty years afterward, by his consent, 

I published a third edition of the same work, and among all the 
Masonic publications, numbering more than sixty, that of Salem 
Town was among the best. 

This earnest and learned man was never idle. Even when en- 
gaged in the arduous and responsible charge of an educator of 
youth, he always had some Masonic theme upon his desk; or in 
his mind, some valuable Masonic thought, upon which he contem- 
plated at such moments as he could snatch from his avocation, 
and which, when thoroughly matured, he gave to the fraternity, 
ever eager to secure the deductions of so well stored a mind. 

His knowledge as a Masonic ritualist was equally practical and 
theoretical, while he had familiarized himself with the Masonic I 
forms, so as to be a safe guide in the workings of the lodge, he 
was not less thoroughly conversant with the rationale of those 
forms, their moral application and their high and holy destination. 
There are but fe^ r living who in this respect can take up the man- 
tle he has laid aside. 

But it was his transcendant virtue and purity of character that 
recommend his memory, and make him a worthy example to pre- 
sent and coming generations. His learning, his expertness as a 
teacher, his eminent proficiency in Masonic theory and practice, 
his experience in lodge government of nearly sixty-three years, 
have chiefly perished with him, or only form portions of the tra- 
ditions of the Nineteenth century, but the fragrance of his virtues 
is ever green, odorous and eternal. In the days to come who of 
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all the living will be remembered like Salem Town ? who of the 
vast array of Masonic authors, lecturers, and dignitaries with 
names high sounding will have written his name in the hearts of 
surviving generations like Salem Town? hi one. He stands 
alone. 

An humble Pilgrim who long knew, admired and loved this 
man, desires to lay this offering upon his grave. One from a dis- 
tant land would fain blend his tears with yours One who Enjoyed 
his confidence, shared his generosity, and walked by his counsel, 
comes here this evening to acknowledge— -here in the lodge where 
he so often met with you, and where his very spirit might, be sup- 
posed to hover above us — to acknowledge that for all the honors 
paid him as a Masonic writer and lecturer, he is chiefly indebted 
to the guidance, learning, and counsel of Salem Town. Peace 
to his memory. Green be his name among yoti. His tomb a 
shrine to which faithful Masons will bend their steps. ‘ On the 
Resurrection morn an early and glorious recognition is due from 
the Grand Master of Heaven to one of his most humble and faith- 
ful servants upon earth. ' * *• * 

His epitaph a Mason true and good, 

Sincere in friendship, ready in relief, 

Disoreet in trusts, faithful in brotherhood, , ' , 

Tender in sympathy, and kind in grief. 

On grateful memories his name is writ, 

His genial heart our hearts did kiddle up ; 

We drew an inspiration from his hope. 

And buoyancy from his all-buoyant hope. 

His toils are ended ; we must labor on ; 

Our Master for a little longer calls , 

Our hands to duty at the rising sun, 

Our hearts to rest when evening shadow falls. 

But H will be ended soon ; may ohr reward 
Be upon hearts like his t)G lie secure ; 

Like him to enjoy the favor of the Lord, 

• Whose grace is boundless and whose promise sure. 
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I am glad to see in the April number of the Voice a letter, 
stating that it will be punctually continued, a Btaltement read with 
pleasure by all lovers of true Masonic principles. There are 
publications professing Masonry that only require to be read to 
discover how lamentably deficient they are in the principles, aye, 
first principles, of the Order, and but too plainly exemplify the 
condition of their authors’ hearts and passions. In the first, (the 
heart,) these authors are no doubt ready to admit that they were 
there, first prepared to become Masons, but which preparation 
never appears to have been so carried on as to exemplify by their 
writings or expressions that they are Masons! and whilst no 
doubt equally ready to admit that their entrance into Masonic 
lodges was for the purpose of subduing their passions, yet, the 
subdual (like the preparation) never appears to have done its 
work; if ’writing and expressions are to be criterions. Alas ! how 
far easier it seems to be Masons in name, than to be Masons in 
deed ! 

In the common intercourse of life we sometimes find Masons, 
acting atld doing, as if they were not what they profess to be ; 
but those who think themselves competent to be authors, and to 
publish Masonic journals, should be careful, if they really have 
the interest of this noble Order at heart, and understand it, to 
bridle their thoughts, lest they write unadvisedly, and thereby 
injure the cause they appear desirous to advocate. 

It is the subdual of the passions that is needed to prevent the 
sin you so properly allude to in the first page of the April num- 
ber of the Voice , namely : Slander ! If corrupt communication 
tends to show the defilement of the speaker’s mind, there can be 
little doubt that slander is ample proof of the corruption of such 
communication, and as an index of a black and malevalent mind, 
cannot be mistaken. But we, as Masons, should blush to lament 
this evil; it should be our care to avoid it. We should show 
that we engrafted upon ,the goodness of our natural tempers and 
dispositions the noble refinements of Divine and brotherly love. 
The heart, where Masdnic principles are first originated, will, if 
these principles are. properly matured, be fraught with love, and 
so fill the mind with gentleness and purity, that from it can flow 
naught of slander or keen severity ; but, on the contrary, inspired 
by right and rational goodness, just and generous statements will 
fill the sout ? and being well convinced of the value and impor 
tance of reputation will secure its own by beihg cautious of that 
of 6thers. , 
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The liberal and contemplative can ever find sufficient matter to 
fill their publications without wounding the expectation or stab- 
bing to the heart an absent brother’s good name. Solicitous at all 
times to improve his own mind, the true Mason enters with satis- 
faction on the duties of his work, assured that the minds of his 
brothers will gain improvement from his wise contributions of 
Masonic knowledge. Springfield. 


Traditions. 

The Masonic Order is charged with many and elegant legends 
or traditions. Some of these are evidently fanciful, perhaps 
apocryphal in their nature, yet none the Jess illustrative of the 
philosophy of the Institution. Doubtless these were designed 
like the parables of our Saviour to be rather felt than credited. 

It is not necessary that a story be true to be trusted . 

Of this sort is that most charming legend of “ the Midnight 
visit of King Solomon.” The story is that the immaterial part of 
the great Mason-King comes forth invisible, but inquisitive, at 
low xii, and for an hour wanders unrestricted over the earth. 
Having been in life so warmly an adherent of the Masonic insti- * 
tution it would be very strange if he did not, under such circum- 
stances, look up the lodge-rooms of the Craft and visit them 
This, in point of fact, he does, and wherever he hears the sound 
of the Gavel at that still hour or observes the gleaming of the 
mystic tapers, he hastens to take a part, though all unseen, in the 
cabalistic work ! 

The fathers used to recognize his entrance by various tests, the 
most reliable of which was a vast increase of brotherly love per- 
vading their hearts towards one another and making that last 
hour the most delightful of the whole. 


. Cheerfulness.— The grace of cheerfulness is essentially a Ma- 
sonic virtue. A striking anecdote is told by Heroditus as show- 
ing how intimately this was interwoven in- the Egyptian my thol- 

0gy: 

An Egyptian monarch heard a workman sigh heavily as he was 
assisting to roll a block of stone to be used for the building of a 
temple ; the king, thereupon, ordered the material to be left oil 
the ground, as not being an acceptable offering to Osiris ; for in 
the divine service all labor should be cheerful. 
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Bro. T. Starr King, an eloquent Divine and a true Mason, 
recently died in California, and was followed to his last resting 
place by thousands of the Craft, who honored him while living 
and sincerely mourned him when dead. 

Shortly before his decease he delivered an oration on Masonry, 
from which we make the following extracts : 

Organization and Order. — In preserving these we are in 
harmony with the will and work of the Sovereign Architect, 
published in the harmony, dignity, and peace of nature. And 
one other word must be spoken, so familiar, so precious, to the 
Masonic ear and heart. You anticipate what it is — Charity . 
In nature, which speaks the wisdom and character of the Invisi- 
ble Spirit, organization is not for the sake of wisdom and skill 
chiefly — order is lot for the sake of law and obedience chiefly — 
but all for the sake of Charity . There is harmony and stability 
that there may be breadth of bounty, constancy in giving what- 
ever there is needed. Within every district of nature there is 
beneficence to all the need within that district, and then a pour- 
ing out of alms into a general fund of bounty and cheer. 

Every mountain upholds and supports the herbage on its 
slopes, and sends off rills to carry down soil to the vales and 
planes, while they feed herbage there. You cannot find a tree, 
or plant, or flower, that lives for itself. The animal world 
breathes out gasses for the vegetable kingdom, and that vegetable 
world exhales or stores up some element essential to animal health 
and vigor. The carbonic acid we breathe out here and which is 
poison to us, blown eastward by our west winds, may be greedily 
taken up, a few days hence, by vineyards on the slopes of the 
Sierra, and returned to us in the sweetness of the grape. The 
equator, “ sends greeting ” to the Arctic zone by the warm gulf- 
stream that flows near the polar coasts to soften their winds. 
The poles return a colder stream and add an embassy of ice- 
bergs, too, to temper the fierce tropic heats. Selfishness is con- 
demned by the still harmonies of the creation. Perfect o^der 
issues out of interwoven service. 

Do we ever get tired of the toils and tax of charity? Suppose 
the sun did. What does it receive in homage or obedience from 
the orbs that swing around him, in comparison with whfit he 
gives — all his light* all his heat, all his vitality for the blessing of 
four score worlds ! Shall we complain of the demand upon our 
treasuries, or our private purses, for the sacred funds of the 
Masonic Board of Relief? What if the sea grumbled at the 
assessment which the mighty sun — the Most Worshipful Grand 
Master of the system — levies on his substance ? livery day foe 
sun touches its stores with its want of light, and says give, give . 
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And it obeys. Evaporation is its tax constantly demanded, con- 
stantly given. Remember, brethren, that every clond you see, 
whether stretched in a beautiful bar across the east at sunrise, or 
hanging in pomp over the gorgeous pavilion of the retiring day, 
is part of the contribution for the general relief of nature as- 
sessed by the lordly sun. The water which the ocean keeps is 
salt. Pour a bucket of it on a hill of corn, or a garden bed, and 
it kills it The water which the ocean gives is fresh, and de- 
scends in blessing, after it rides in beauty or majesty on the view- 
less couriers of the air. Nature tells us that “ to give is to live.” 


Working in Cheerfulness, 

There is nothing* in which American Masodry differs so much 
from Masonry abroad, as the sober and entertaining manner in 
which we set about to do it. Most of our lodge proceedings are 
as sober and prosaic as the Sunday exercises at church. Nay 
more so. For at church it is usual to hear good singing and 
sometimes instrumental music of a cheerful nature, and often- 
times the sermon is historical or enlivened with illustrative re- 
marks, while many of our lodges know nothing of either. They 
merely work the skeleton of the Rituals, putting bones together 
artistically, or not, as the ability of the presiding officer may 
justify, but infusing no life or annimation with it. We should be 
glad to see an improvement in this respect manifested in the 
American lodges. 


Who Nominated George Washington as General Grand 

Master? 

The honor of suggesting that the immortal pater patriae be 
made the head of Masonry as he was of the military forces of 
the country, has been attributed, but improperly, to the Grand 
Lodge of Pennsylvania. It is due, not to any Grand Lodge, nor 
Convention of Lodges, but, as in most of the practical measures 
affecting the Masonic institution, to the free interchange of opin- 
ion among private brethren. At a convention of military brethren 
* the matter had its origin some time before the Grand Lodge of 
Pennsylvania took it up. 
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A Passage from the Days of Anti-Masonry, 


There has never been so striking an exhibition of the fury of 
attack and the firmness of defence as was witnessed in the days 
of the anti-Masonic persecutions, 1820 to 1836. No author has 
arisen upon our side to do justice to it, and aS for our opponents, 
they are willing enough now to bury the whole subject in obli- 
vion. But unfortunately forthem “the written word remaineth,” 
and in the archives of historical societies and private collections 
are too many evidences of their reckless and unscrupulous attacks 
upon all that is venerable and dear to Masonic hearts. 

In common with your numerous readers I am gratified to see 
the Masonic Monthly giving a proper share of its ample space to 
this department, the history of the Craft in America . Be assured 
that it is rich in incident, rich in evidences of the humanizing char- 
acter of Masonry, rich in proofs of fidelity even unto death. If 
desired, I will take a part in collecting up for the Magazine some 
of the otherwise neglected riches of Masonic history. The pres- 
ent communication relates to a fact of which the writer has seen 
no narration or even mention in modern times. 

It was in 1S33 that ray Grand Lodge (Vermont) was at the low- 
est ebb of public disfavor. Slade, and his clique, as furious in 
their fanaticism as if the object of their attacks was the worst 
thing in the world — and I verily believe that Slade himself thought 
it was— were moving heaven and earth for our ruin. Every coun- 
try town Had its anti-masonic paper. Lecturers went from church 
to church, and from schoolhouse to schoolhouse. The legislature 
passed laws practically forbidding the promulgation of the Ma- 
sonic rites— laws from which we have not fecovered to this day. 
Anti-masonic electors for President were elected ! In brief, anti- 
masonry ruled the hour, and ruled it in the fiercest spirit of thh 
ancient inquisition. 

Under this state of things, the Grand Lodge assembled at Mont- 
pelier, October, 1833. “ Specially notified — (sp the report says)-^ 

to consider the subject o^ surrendering up the charters, etc.” ' It 
was in fact a meeting for debate and to decide whether the Ma- 
sonic Order Should be extinguished in Vermont or not. A mo- 
mentous occasion fbr the Masonic institution, was it not? ; 

There were present the most of the Masonic leaders of the day. 
Conspicuous among them was Judge P. C. Tucker, whose decease 
in 1861 can never be sufficiently deplored, aqd whose hand is 
everywhere visible in Masonic matters in Verfriorit in ahistbry of 
3-vol. n.-xo. vi. 
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30 years. As a test question, Bro. Ellet introduced a Preamble 
and Resolution, which I will condense for the instruction of your 
readers : — 

The Preamble affirms that public attention has been called to 
the question of reforming or abandoning Freemasonry in Ver- 
mont That the Grarid Lodge, ihot£d by the high an <f respect- 
able authorities cited, believeathat however excellent and praise- 
worthy the grand principles, of, Freeyn^opry -af?* however useful 
the Order ,mpy have been in cultivating friendship, charity and 
liberal sentiments among men, yet the day of Masonic utility has 
departed. That recent events have brpught the Order into pub- 
lic odium. That its attributes of seq^py, and its obligations and, 
imprecated penalties are obnoxious to, repq^lica^n notions and to 
the feelings ,of the age, and were barbarously misconstrued and[ 
perverted, ip the case of William Morgan seven years before* 
That it is in accordance iwith the popular wish }hat the Masonic 
institution should be given up. That the Gh Lpdge of Yermont 
(endorses .Chancellor Walworth’s views ;n affirming that the evils 
of keeping up thp institution hereafter will more than counter- 
balance any good which in this country can possibly be effected 
by it, and does recommend that^ Masons, shall ceajse their meetings 
and the lodges surrender their charters! I now proceed to give 
the. peroration, and resolutions, entire; 

u We therefore, convened, as aforesaid, do of, our own accord, 
unawed by the sneers or frowns of, thq world, and, uninfluenced by 
any considerations but those of duty to, ourselves and friends ana 
a : due regard to the feelings, of the public and the welfare and 
harmony of our beloved country, adopt the following /Zesolutioiw 
and Decrees with a fixed and honest pip pose of heart to abide by 
them hereafter; , > o o 

“It is hereby resolved and decreed, that each apd every Chap- 
ter or Dispensation heretofore issued and ; granted by th|s 
Lodge, : or, under the authority thereof, constituting a lodge with- 
in this Stale, . and authorizing n^emhers oft^e iMasonic Fraternity 
to assemW^ias «Ma 8 PP 8 9 app to enter j Apprentices, pa$s Fellqw 
XJrafts,* and, raise ,tO;th? dqgrqe of M^fer Mas-on, ^ thesamq 

are hereby revoked and annulled , and saiid lodges pe/, hereby de- 
clarjefd to[ be^tw/^, afd .all right* ..and .privileges appertaining 
to the. sam^so far . as ; qcuge^rpd hy ua, linger japthprity of this 
Grand Lodgq, held for maugfU Vf ' . . . , . ' t ! 

_ “ And it is : herehy furtherrqsolved and decreed, that eacli apd, 
every subordinate lodger con sti tute d pfo res a id , «h all \) ave fuJI pow- 
er to disposp of apy and, all funds,, furniture, apd jewels, pr other, 
.property of any kind whatever belonging therein,., pi suep manper 
and for such .purpose j as sajd. f lodge oipy, , .deem proper . Upd , e*p*) 
dienh < r , ■ >. . ,j ' .. 

*io ? And His hereby , fbr%r T^sqlyed dpejefed* (that this 0rand } 

.IV AX .II * ! • / i. 
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Lodge from and after the close of this communication 6hall be 
held, be dissolved and extinct , and the Society of Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons, within this State, under the supervision and juris- 
diction of this Grand Lodge, shall cease to exist as an organized 
and constituted body, f an&&aeh and every member thereby shall 
be and hereby is fully absolved and discharged from all allegiance 
for duty to this Grand Lodge ov any subordinate Lodge consti- 
tuted as aforesaid, in its constituted capacity and s,b$ll be free tq 
act in relation thereto, according to the dictates of his own. con- 
science and sense of moral right” 1 ' : ' 

; 'Thpre wm the question boldly *abd fairly stated ! * It was ably 
argued, in tfap a$ruiativp ,by soipe of the. best Italenpof the State: 
Thp published opinion of Chppcellor Walworth, a gentleman j 
whose views then as pow‘ commanded the highest .respect, were,, 
quoted* ' In these lie had plainly Advised his Masonic brethren, 

for the purpose; of quieting the alarm of the coinVnunity and 
preserving the peace of neighborhoods, as well as to 'prevent? 
divisions in the church of our Divine Master,, to subnet to the. 
reasonable demand of . the public to cease their meetings and the 

;Gefles>were abun dandy brought'forward 'to prove that the Unity 
of many churches, of , schools, pf benevolent .institutions, even of 
families, depended upou ( the adoption of these Resolutions and; 
the dissolution of the Masonic Order in Vermont. One class of 
debatants took a position wliiteh wbn some proselytes^ that “ the 
Grand Lodge should be. dissolved! fo* awhile, say ten or twenty ’ 
years, up til this stprm,Wta$ overpast ; an»d > public reason became 
quiet again.” In brief, up class pf arguments was neglected ;t9r 
indiice the assemblage to consent to commit a public suicide! t 
On the other hand, the ^negative lI h^d famous advocates. The 
leader? of these was ijudgle Tucker, t6 Whom I have before alliid - 1 
ed. Jfi# scarcely pecpssary to? allude ito the character of his re*;: 

marts,— denunciatory and withering , up p# ( tfi.e halfhearted of the, ; 

O^rdei 4 ,— awfully stern and uncompromising upon the.aqti-Masonic ^ 
party,— thoroughly, hiktoribal ih' showing up the selfishness and 
fanaticism. of the leaders 1 and the** destructive i-adifcalism of iheirl 
cou^8q T -»pr^ying,tJiaft the adoption of these; Resolutions would iibt* 
quiet the prevailing strife, but merely, $aqrifipei (i thp. F|eemuapn<? 
one by one, when through united action f hey .cquld defend eaqh 
other— -appealing f6 thd glbrio'hs fbcord of Masonry in Vermont, 
abdi eft^ewbefrte as > ah auxiliary v td f efll Ig^d ■ ahd ] benfeficbnt enter- r 
pjflS# in church and state* > iJildi^ Thicker oondluded with pero^ r 
ratiop that (Jrc^y dqwtt.thejboupe^a^d naijtied all before it,, The: 
preamble and resolutions were rejected and Freemasonry st^pd^, 

firm, united and honorable to this day !— Masonic Monthly, 

k f ‘ :-n I- m<U 0;!» !■ .“ •*.* - 

li *i‘. >*>b'hr ibn* r 1 * tur odi >b ‘ b* " - 
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The Masonic Mission. 

We have received the first issue of “ The Masonic Mission 
Manual,” a quarto . publication, advocating the interests of the 
New York “Masonic Mission.” This organization was effected 
July 9 , 1864, under the general Incorporation Laws of New York. 
The President) Walter H. Shupe, Esq., is one of the most philan- 
thropic, active Masons in the city ; the Treasurer , John W. 
Simons, Esq., is too well known to our readers to need descrip- 
tion. The Advisory Board is made up of twenty-five gentlemen* 
the Mayor of New York, Bra C. G. Gunther, being at the head. 
Our own name appears in the list 

The adoption of the title, “ Masonic Mission,” represents the 
tenets of the profession— so the organ declares— only so far as 
Masons choose to join in the work of sending out to the relief of 
their brothers and others the blessing of good nurses^ at a time 
when that is, of all blessings, the most needed,— sending forth 
the widow that the son may be helped. The purposes of the 
Mission are “to select proper female nurses, who are competent 
in bodily vigor, nature, age, correct character, and natural fitness 
to discharge the duties of a nurse, and when so selected and 
proved, to send forward to the hospitals of the army as needed 
and put into the service of Government as regular employees, 
and as such subject to orders of officers in charge as much as the 
soldier.” This is succinctly and clearly conveyed. It is not pro- 
posed to limit the labors of these nurses to Masons , but every 
sufferer wherever found within our lines, whether friend or foe, 
shall have their motherly aid. 

Each nurse sent forward under the auspices of the “ Mission ” . 
is invested with a neat and appropiate badge. Bhe is placed 
under the control of some responsible party — the Christian Coin- ■ 
mission, or another— and regular reports of her doings are re- 
quired. 4 , . , 

Another branch of the labor of the “ Mission ” is to collect 
and distribute through the nurses such articles as they find those 
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under their care need, and to solicit as contributions ary article 
that is needed in the sick room. 

The “ Manual ” offers this pointed sentence : “ Suppose there 
were now in the field one thousand Masonic Florence Nightingales , 
female Good SawaritanSy dispensing from behind a well-known 
mystic badge blessings, such as they Only can dispense, t6 the 
men who suffer from the casualties of the war, what brighter 
page does; the propd history of our fraternity contain than this 
would be 7 Wo tmve already in the field thirty^ stich as above 
described, and can place a thousand in six months if we have a 
cordial co-Operation !” 

We append a certificate found on the fourth page of the 
“Manual” as a wprthy commentary; Qn the above. It was writ- 
ten by a wounded Confederate soldier on the fly-leaf of the 
pocket book of one of the # Mission ” nurses, and truly speaks 
for ’itself : * / ’• t ' 

• - “White House Hospital, ) 

PamunkEy River, June 9, 1804. ) - 

“This is to certify! that Mrs. Mary Van Fladraeker has been 
fhlrsiiig me, With five other wounded Confederate prisoners, at 
this hospital fdr the last seven days. She has been a mother and 
nurse to us all. Her duty no>y calls her to the front Should she 
ever fall a prisoner into the hands of the Confederates, I beseech 
and ask kihd treatment for her. 1 

■ 1 , ; f ‘ “ Serg’t John L. Clark,' 

* “ Co. G., 5th S. C. Cavalry.” 

Contributions ' of money may be directed to the Treasurer, 
John W. Simons,, 30 Catharine St., New York. Of supplies, tj<? 
the Masonic Mission, 111 Broadway, New York ; W. H. Hadley, 
Portland, Maine, or any of the Vice-Presidetats of the “ Mission.” 


Ht-d V •<* •*»*) ' D<- • ) •• f .■ ■ 1)'. . • 

Pvthaooeas.— rlt is an interesting proof that this 
great mystic drew much , of his knowledge and method from 
Dolpmopic M^onry, .that , his trestleboard was so filled with our 
ancient emblpms. The triple triangle, the point within a circle* 
the letter Y, , the perfect square, the forty-seventh problem of 
Jguclid, and others, that shine upon the Master’s carpet of every. 
lodge werp, prominent characters in his. symbology. r 
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: ThrUlinols Imbroglio. 

..Considerable prominence ha® been given id the Masonic f)ress, 
for.tbe last two years* to .the matter of an iribrogliOi of a serious 
character, that has occurred jarnong the Masons of Illinois. A 
brief summary of the affair is a necessary part of this annuary : 
In 1862, it was found that a considerable number of the more 
prominent Masons of that $tate had engaged kran effort to re- 
introduce the original Webb-Preaton Work. dherte, by means of 
“ An Association of Conservators.” The 'fact having excited 
epme apprehensions amongst those who were not thus associated, 
it was thought best, by the Conservators present at Grand Lodge, 
fbr harmony’s sake, to withdraw froth the Society. Thrs ; Was 
done voluntarily ! and in good faith* by about seventy ofMhem. 
The Grand) Lodge accepted the deed in a spirit of brotherly love* 
and left the whole subject of work with the Grand Master, who 
set about, by constitutional measures, to instruct the Lodges, and 
prpd ace uniformity of action • throughout the State. In this he 
was thwarted by his Grand . .Secretary, who, basing his actions 
upon a presumption that is.beceming too common among Grand 
.Secretaries at the present day, inaugurated a series of measures, 
unprecedented in their character, and. of alarming tendency, 
llis first attempt, which had wel}-nigb succeeded, was tp secure 
an enactment from the State, Legislature that would practically 
have nullified the powers of the Grand Master. Failing: in fhis 
by a timely discovery, he set to work to excite a rebellious spirit 
in various Lodges of the State, and when the Grand Master, in 
the exercise of his constitutional prerogatives, suspended the 
charters of those Lodges, writs of injunction were secured in the 
Chancery of the State, prohibiting him fi om the act,! For this 
the Grand Secretary Was deposed from office by the Grand Mas- 
ter, but refused to surrender the archives, and again secured a 
Chancery injunction ! Finally* the Grand Master called the Grand 
Lodge in extra session, in August, 1863, to deliberate upon the 
matter, and was again met by-a decree of the Chancellor forbid- 
ding the assemblage ! 

At the annual session, in Oct, 1863, the Grand Secretary was 
sustained in all these high-handed measures, re-elected, paid for 
his most unhappy zeal, and at this date thC sad tonp <P%tat 
Seems to have perfectly succeeded. “ Quiet reigns in Warsaw,” 
and the Masonic fraternity witnesses the spectacle of a Grand 
Secretary triumphing over the Grand Master, honored and re- 
garded by the Grand Lodge fbr "deeds Which inaugurate a new 
era in the history of Masonry.^— Freemason) 8 Almanac: 
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The Ancient Charges. 

The Ancient Charge^ pf Masonry should be studied diligently 
by every brother. They inform him that it will require three 
(appie.^ay to fit a man for Masonry, 
viz., the niental, .moral, and physipay (ta which some add politi- 
cal.) Its lessons are afi sound. At, intervals the most eloquent, 
thoughts, are introdqce)iJ. ; r A series of three- months’, lecturing, 
upon, each chapter was opce expended by ft Masori pf qur ac- 
quaintanpe in instructing;, his Lodge. The whple code goes to 
perfect, him in the, peculiarities of the Masonic order better than 
any other work ex-t^qh Of feeligion, it teaches that its obliga- 
tion is in every sense binding upon a Mason. Chapter Fine, 
defines the. term “work,’’ ana points to its speculative signifi- 
cance, vis*, the worfc of the soul . This chapter is jeminendy beau-, 
Jiful, as displaying the chief , purpose of Masonry, that of honor v 
fag God ' H,e iwho misconceives, this will never communicate 
with Masons upon the high et mysteries of the institution. And 
this is why no, traitorous Mason can eyer expose our ,, essential, 
secrets — they are no secrets to any living soul that is Vicious 
enough to promulgate them. , He can not acquire them. , 

; This Chapter ^ develops the time of labor (six days) and the 
place of the .Lodge, jand defines, the took, that there mqy be np, 
occasion for, misqpppeptipn upon that head. , It w.ere worth to, 
any Mason all the expense of his .ipductioti , perfectly to under- 
stand this. , . >V i( . ; ;;; . ' 

, The Sixth Chapter is based upon the theory in reference fo 
each Mason that, he will wear through life the three Hadtgqs o f the. 
qy(\vy J{ br other ly love, relief and tru th, so th at these. at, least may 
distinguish him in hjs daily walk and .conversation. ^Qap. .sen- 
tence dispose^ pfj a Ppo.r d^iresspd brother, whp ; mpy he foupfi 
sojourning .ampng usr On hirn is placed the pn.u$ of proqf/ on 
ics, of aid. Qnce convinced of the hpnor and fidelity of such a, 
man, and his person is sacred to us in. his fife or at death- That; 
is a precious dopfrine.- f • ? 

But the whole; of; the Ancient Charges are, next, to Hq!#, S crip-, 
tures, the most aipprppjiatf obj^pt pf Masonic study., ije^whoi 
has secured to hirpself ,a name among M,asons, becoming enlight- 
ened in thpse ancient jaws, wili continue to >( be an instructor in > 
Masopry to ; the full extent ofjhis talents, opportunity, and educa- 
tion. More than that^he wifi the more cheerfully submit to the 
regulations of the Prefer, they being so perfectly explained to him : 
by the compiler of this ancient code — for there js no Masonic law- 
or obligation which has not its root here. Better they were, read 
apd expounded . to am aD( iidate f° r initiation, as ^ebb taught they, 
should, b®> ie/ore hc pt$dg$s himself po then(i y nn& the covenant^ 
based upon them. J 
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Death an Instructor. 


There is no living person who playB the instructor in mortality 
so well as death himself. Now and then his assertions are start- 
ling. He says in effect: “I recognize you as my own; Brothers 
to the worm !” By that word, a horrid consanguinity is ex- 
pressed. It is a declaration that we are but reptiles in our 
tendencies. A transposition from godlike humanity to such as 
that, what a thought! It gives us a horror of the very word, 
death, that awful and mysterious power, to whose voice, in what- 
ever language’ spoken, we must all give earnest heed. By the 
influence of that word we have come more than once already to 
the grave’s brink together ; at this unwilling summons have depos- 
ited there our fairest and dearest. Solemn hour at this so solemn 
place ! And by the influence of that power we shall all be brought 
at no distant day to lie down, where the rich and poor sleep to- 
gether ; where the wicked cease from troubling and the weary 
are at rest 

The voice of death speaks from every hillock in which the de- 
caying relics of the true and faithful Mason have been laid. “ I 
meet you hete, my Brethren, at this time and place, not to terrify 
you with a fVightful retrospect of the ceremonies of my burial, 
not to awaken your sympathies by allusions to the lobs and an- 
guish with which death daily afflicts the world, but that, hence- 
forth, you and I may have something in common which the 
thoughtless world knows nothing of; a language peculiar to our- 
selves ; a reference by which we may distinguish each other from 
the great body of men and Masons, whether at home or upon a 
journey, in health or in the agonies of death, and yet be unknown 
to the rest. You will listen now to the dead friend who was once 
your living friend. Five times more weighty than before are the 
obligations resting upon me to whisper good counsel in your ear. 
As a living man I kept those covenants ; they were given in my 
own darkness and ignorance, as previously explained to me; now 
that I have passed the barrier of life, I can speak of what I know/ 
you will listen, and if you consent to them, you will express that 
consent bv taking better heed to your ways !” Snch is the sermon 
whidh ha£ come to me from a thousand graves, as I mused by 
their headstones and stooped to take the lessons engraven upon 
them, and as I turned away I have acknowledged to the dead: 
“ You are wiser than I!” 

Note the exhortation given at the grave as in otir funeral ser- 
vice: “Here at this solemn time and place,” (is in effect the affir- 
mation of the Master), “you, the Brethren present,, do severally 
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pledge yonr honor as Master Masons (for none others are suppo- 
sed to be in the group) that you will be more devoted to the cause 
you have espoused than heretofore.’' Never did officer commu- 
nicate that exhortation properly to any living soul, but a purpose 
of reformation followed. The time, and the place, and the sur- 
roundings so solemnize the occasion, that you will feel that never 
until now have you realized the highest mystery of your induction 
into Masonry. This, likewise,, is the acknowledgment of many 
who are now dead. 


Congress has passed a bill incorporating an association of Free- 
masons, for the purpose of building and maintaining a Masonic 
hall in the city of Washington, The House passed the bill with- 
out a division, but in the Senate a slight opposition was made to 
certain features in the document, an opposition which was evi- 
dently the out-cropping of old anti-Masonry, a few embers Of 
which still burn here and there. Freemasonry in the District is 
thriving. It has now a Grand Lodge, two Commanderies of 
Knights Templar, three Royal Arch Chapters, and ten Blue lodges, 
with a Commandery and a Blue lodge at Georgetown. The old 
lodge at Alexandria, over whi#i Bro. George Washington used 
to preside, has been revived, under dispensation from the Grand 
lodge here, as ‘‘Union Lodge,” and Capt. Thos. G. Whytal, A. 
Tm M., has been placed in the chair.— Masonic Monthly. 


An, Old Mason. — A correspondent of the Hartford Times, 
writing from East Haddam, on the 1st inst, says: “ To-day Vafif 
attended the funeral of Mr. Chevas Braiuard, at St. Stephen’s 
Church, in this town. He attained the age of 95 years, and is 
said to be the oldest Freemason in New England, having been a 
member of that order over 71 years. He was also the last sur- 
viving member of the original founders of the Episcopal Church 
in this town.” • * 

All Quiet at Albany.— Those of our readers who are aware 
of the unpleasant state of things that has existed at Albany for 
some time between the members of two of, the lodges there, will 
share our satisfaction at the intelligence that the whole matter 
has been settled, the ^brethren have locked fins,” “interchanged 
lagers,” and agreed to forget and forgive all around. That’s right; 
it’s the only way. , 


Digitized by LiOOQle 



282 



Editorial Chit-Chat, etc . 





EDITORIAL OHIT-OHAT, TIDINGS & INTELLIGENCE* 

- [This department, to which we shall give, the present year, a large space 1 , 
is made of extracts from our daily correspondence, replies to queries; arid 
brief notes of a literary and general character.] , 


—'The lifted" Precious in the Sight; of Heaven*” were composed 
in the summer of 1857, under the painful intelligence 1 of the death 
Of Jesse Edmonson, an old and faithful Mds6h, resident at’Hick^ 
man, Ky. The air is Mozart’s, best known in this country under 
$e English title of “ Go, forgettme,” and it is one of the most 
plaintive of that great writer’s compositions. The : striking: con* 
trast between the Cross and Cro wn of Knight Templary togeth- 
er with the motto of that Order, “ In hoc signo yinee.V* form the 
Subje^its of the piece, which was wrought i^to the Burial Service 
of Knight Templary by M. E. John 14 Lewis, s of New? York* 

— At Carrolton, Ind** the 24th of June was honored byap <Adi 
dress from Bro. Thos. R. Austin, Rast Grand Master, with other 
proper demonstrations. At Poughkeepsie, N. Y., Bro. Rob Mor- 
ris gave the Address. s At Louisville, Ky. J , a demonstration of ex- 
traordinary interest was had by Clark Lodge, Which seefriS to have? 
'given general Satisfaction. / . 1,, : :*, j •••* i» 

. : • ' These Three, , , 

These three, but the greatest of these is Charity, f 

. . The lave pf the Father enripheth us all, ' . f \ v 

‘ His bounties are matchless and free ; 

Alike to the mighty, alike to the small, • r ! 

.His gifts and His graces are three, 

: •' • •’ "' r ‘ : ' • * • ’ But' three, • 4 ' ■ 

v ; And; the. greatest of these is Ckabity,; . . ; , , , , , , . , . \ 

— What we mean by " tuning up your instruments” is to see 
that the views and purposes of your petitioners a? e at accord be-’ 
fore ycu organize the lodge. For Want of this, many lodges decay 
in a few years that seemed to open under flattering auspices. 
Before the orchestra commences a piece, each performer is care- 
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ful to free that he itf in tune, being guided by the standard of the 
leader. Our leader is the Supreme Architect of the Universe. h 

—The Grand Lodge of Nebraska ati its annual communication 
of June 23, elected the following officers: D. II. Wheeler, A ; M.', 
Grand Master ; R ; W* Furnpe* D. G. Master ; George B. Graff, 
G. Sen. Warden ; J. H. Goodlett, G. ilun. Warden ; William. E. 
Harvey, G., Treasurer; D. Bang?, G. Secretary ; A* G. White, 
G. Chaplain; O. H. Irish, G. Orator; Harry Iftowfl, G. Lecturer; 
E. R Nash, G. Marshal; T. W. Bedford, G. Sep. Deacon; ,Lor- 
rain Miller* Gr. Jun. Deacon; George W. Bratton, G, Tyler.; ; 

— “ I was present at the meeting of reconciliation in June last, 
between the lbdges at Albany, N. T., and a lovely scene it was 
to witness. All is harmony there how, and he who Would disturb 
it will find himself denounced by all parties as a common hub 
pancey and be treated; accordingly.” • '■ ■■ 

-r-In response to our call, upon New Torjc, Masons, to take the 
leading part in the purchase of our Masonic library, the various 
Grand Lodge officers wrote us as follows: . , ■>, 

From M, W._ John D. Willard* Past Grand Master, Troy, N.Y. 
“I tender my deep sympathy ip the necessity which prompts this 
appeal, $nd my high personal consi deration, foryourselL” , 

The vefterahle Brother, Rev. Salem Town, LL. B., is prostrate 
this winter with rhdumhtic fever, but sends the; wanhest sympa- 
thy and ooroperation in thfe relief enterprise. His amanuensis 
says : “ It tvould have afforded him gre^t pleasure to write you a 
letter of recommendation fur the purposes specified iu the library 
circulars, if he had been able.” 

From R W. Wilson Hoag, D. D G. Master, Jedcjo, N. Y. 
“ The saving of that library to the Fraternity will result in incal- 
culable 1 advantage ; its sacrifice how would prove ,a lasting dis- 
grace to our Society. But such a t;hihg can not be permitted. 
The Masons o^ New York will come to the rescue. I will do 
what I can to arouse those of my District to do their part.” 

From R W. H. A. Van Dorn, D. D. G. M., Saratoga ^pring^s. 
M Sympathizing with your misfortunes, I approve of the manner 
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which your friends have originated for your reliet The great and 
extended information which you have afforded , the Masonic fra- 
ternity makes it the duty of every brother to respond to your call, 
and, as District Deputy, I hope every lodge in my District will 
respond generously, when duly notified of the plan.” 

From R. W. Brother H. G. Allen, D. D. G. M. ; , Bald wins ville. 
“ Your name is familiar to all who have any knowledge of Ma- 
sonic literature, and I doubt not that your appeal to the fraternity 
will meet with a favorable response.” 

From R. W: Bro. J. H. Fairchild, D. D. G. M., Ogdensburgh. 
u I believe you have done more than any living man for the ad- 
vancement of Masonic knowledge, and it would be a. great shame 
to the Fraternity if you were permitted to suffer after the labors 
you have done for us. t trust the Craft will respond liberally to 
your appeal.” 

From R. W. Bro. Robert N. Brown, D. D. G. Master, Buffalo. 
“ I fully approve of your plan, and cheerfully recommend it to the 
lodges of my District,' as worthy of their adoption. I should be 
much pleased, too, if every brother would subscribe for at least 
one share.” 

From M. E. John S. Perry, P. G. H. P., and P. D. D. G. M., 
Troy. “ In the great Masonic fraternity none has rendered more 
genuine service, in advancing its literary interests, than Bro. Rob 
Morris. I am a contributor for ten shares in this Relief Fund, 
and earnestly hope the brethren of New York will, without delay, 
take up the balance of the stock, and thus relieve a most worthy 
family, while they show their devotion to the literary interests of 
Masonry.” 

— The author of our popular Funeral Ode, “ Solemn Strikes the 
Funeral Chime,” was Brother David Vinton, who polished a 
collection of Musical pieces in 1816, under the title of “ The Ma- 
sonic Minstrel, a selection of Masonic, Sentimental and Humor- 
ous Songs, Duets, Glees, Canons, Rounds, and Canzonets.” It 
has 464 pages, octavo, embracing an Appendix containing a short 
Historical account of Masonry, and likewise a list of all the 
lodges in the United States. The work was copyrighted in 1815, 
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The career of Brother Vinton was unfortunate. He got into 
difficulties with the Grand Lodge of North Carolina, in 1821, and 
was expelled by that body, as would appear, without trial. Other 
Grand Lodges interdicted his visits, and he was, in fact, shut out 
from all Masonic communications, although at a most respectable 
Masonic Convention, in Washington, D. C., a protest was pre- 
pared and published, showing up the cruelty with which he had 
been treated by the North Carolina Grand Lodge. # 

We are in possession of some facts, not generally known, in 
relation to Brother Vinton’s death. He was sojourning, in 1833, 
at Shakertown, near Bowling Green, Kentucky, for what purpose 
we do not know, and died there in July of that year. He had 
represented himself to the brethren as being formerly a General 
Grand Lecturer, (which in fact he was,) and the brethren saw 
that he was intimately familiar with the Science and Mysteries of 
the Order. When he died, the Lodge at Bowling Green appoint- 
ed a Committee to address the Grand Secretary of that State a 
letter upon the subject. From that letter, dated Oct. 1 , 1833, we 
quote these beautiful words : “ The undersigned were, therefore, 
appointed a Committee to enquire into the truth of these rumors, 
in order, if they were false, we might rescue the reputation and 
the name of a deceased brother from obloquy and reproach, or, 
if true, yield him up in silence to that retribution they might 
merit.” In reply to this, the Grand Secretary referred them to 
the data in his office, and with that, we presume, the enquiry 
ceased. 

When we sing Vinton’s beautiful verses then let us think of, 
his last days, far removed from old friends, and his obsequies un_ , 
sung by Mason’s voice, 

— The quotation from our Address before Mantauk Lodge at 
Brooklyn, N. Y., Dec. 1863, is as follows : “ On the evening of 

March 5, 1846, 1 was initiated into the mysterious band of Free- 
masons in the Oxford Lodge, No. 83, in the town of Oxford, 
Mississippi. I was then a resident and in charge of an institution 
of learning at Mount Sylvan, twelve miles west of the town. 

“ The evening of my initiation was raw and cold, and my ride 
of twelve miles, at the close of a hard day’s labor in the school 
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room, was not a flattering preparation for the ceremonies throi^h 
which I was about to pass. Nor was the apartment into which J 
was ushered calculated to elevate ray spirits. Oxford Lodge at 
that time met in the Grand Jury room of the old Court; House, 
and fhe “preparation room” was a small closet in which the 
witnesses were wont to be incarcerated prior to being taken be- 
fore that body. : 

“The solemn air with which . the Committee on preparation- 
addressed me, was entirely in keeping with my feelings, and I 
dodbt whether a “Candidate for the First , Degree ” ever felt 
more earnestly desirous of being “ brought to light” than I was. 
that' night. My very teeth chattered with cold as I answered the 
three canonical questions, and long before I got through I greatly, 
question whether my tongue could have revealed any of the 
secrets of Masonry unlawfully even had my heart consented 
to it ! : . , )( r . 

“ I need not say that long before that night I had conceived a, 
favorable opinion of this Society, for this is a sine qva no)i ip a* 
person’s admission within the portals. X had read: such of its. 
literature as I had access to. In my residence of ten years in 
the Southwest — part of the time in Texas at a .period- when law-; 
lessness ran riot — I had seen that the principal ; bond between 
men in that country was , Freemasonry . I h a 4 observed hoWi 
irresistible an appeal it was to a m^n’s honpr to address him as a 
freemason. ( Many a deed of violence has been * stayed by this* 
wonderful instrumentality, and my only reason for not uniting* 
with the Order long before 1 $46 was thatj I had never until then 
lived sufficiently near to a lodge to make it practicable for me to, t 
become d Mason. , 

“ At the close of my initiation the presiding officer, Judge 
Howry, my devoted friend 4o i this day, made me ah extempore 
speech of welcome^ of which I particularly recall this portion: 5 
“_Bro^ Morris, Freemasonry expects a great 'dehl frdm ydu.’’ 
These words sunk deeply in my^ heart ind proved the ’tnrttihg 1 
point, m my career. Sly Masonic labors are attributable, utider 
God, to the .fervor kindled in ray breafet by those opportune * 
wqvds. r i • • ; ••••' -■ -• : v. 5 ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ 
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“That is the story of ray initiation into Masonry. Since that 
night, through a long stretch of eighteen years, I have not failed 
for a single day to study, write or lecture upon Masonry. I have 
mingled intimately with the most of those men who have given 
shape, or spirit to the Masonic instit^fion. I haye r . taken counsel 
of the old, instructed the yp rang, and; shared ray thoughts by 
wotfd and pen with both.. Out of this large experience I propose, 
this 1, evening, to select ar feW random incidents for ybur •enters 
tain'iheni !Not as flattering myself that I carl teach you; but f 
feeling’ with the sweet Card of. Avon : 

. “ That never anything can be amiss 
.When simpleness find duty tender it.” 

— We do not recollect anything in the history or legends of 
Masonry, more “ ruffianly ” than the matter to which you allude. 
Cbari^8 W r , jMoore, ojf Bostop, Mas3, t< , writes a letter to H. G., 
Reynolds, of . Springfield, Ills., stating that “ Morris would prob- 
'ably be expelled by hia Grand Lodge at the ensuing , session.” 
Yet that wicked slanderer knew there was no truth in theiasser^ 
tkrti. No chArgfcs existed', not even rurnors^save such* as himself 
and his bo-wot^eF in New York had indented* Upon ’ which to 
found ‘sucfi & monstrous calumny. But no calumny Ifc too mon- 
strous for some men, Reynolds, who was himsel/ at that time 
tender suspension, by his Grand Master, published the letter. It 
passed, back eastward, was caught up and bandied to and fro as 
sweet, intelligence* apd sp, it irup its foul, course. Jt was, all false^ 
from inception to ignominious close. What a page in Masonic 
history are. these, men writing !> . 

..V •• . .. ,vi n* r . . , , I • ,, . . ,, 

— “ Killed sit BpPttsylv&nfa, May 18, 1864, ferother Gapt. 
Henry B. Ovven, of the i26th ; ^’ew Yoik Volunteers. This dear 
brother, than whom none was ever more sincerely Masonic, 'was 
initiated into, Masonry at Ffiltpp^IlJs,, January 1, 1856, and served; 
in, a^l, grades, including Master^ He was ever devoted to the 
cags^ yiu advocate, aad ,his memory is fragrant among us. # He, 
leaves a widow and numerous children to. weep fitter but un-, 
availing! tcarfrfbr the father rand, husband whoic&n no more retprn 
to them.” * , - . ' ; 
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Standard Notices, 

The various changes in editors and publishers, during the past year, require 
that we should make the following standard notice, viz : 

All correspondence of the Voice of Masonry , whether editorial or other- 
wise, and all orders for the Miniature Monitor must be addressed to Bro. J. C. 
W. Bailey, 128 and 130 Clark St., Chicago, Illinois. This will be invariable. 
Bro. Bailey will forward to Bro. Rob Morris, at New York City, such of 
the correspondence as is strictly editorial. 

No further copies of the Hubbard Observance can be furnished. Those who 
wish for the Eastern Star Manual may write to Bro. Rob Morris, at New York 
City. 

Masonic Law and Usage. — We will continue to reply to questions upon 
these subjects. But our correspondents must enclose postage stamps to cover 
expenses of postage and stationery. We can not any longer endure the bur- 
den of furnishing both time and money without return. A few stamps from 
each correspondent will not be felt by them, but will make to ua a difference 
of many, hundred dollars a year. 

Inoreasr oun Subscription Lists. — Every reader of the Voice is an au- 
thorized agent for it, and we look to such to enlarge our circulation. If each 
of pur present patrons would secure only one more subscriber , the gain to us 
would be immense. Brethren : remember the needs of the hard-pressed 
publisher, and give him the aid of your purse and influence. 

Advertisements. — We solicit advertisements for our Business Sheet. Our 
circulation is unequalled by any other Masonic journal; we reach the best 
Masons in every Lodge ; our terms are as low as any; and we solicit adver- 
tising patronage accordingly. 

Uniformity of Rituals. — The work of general and thorough Uniformity 
in Rituals is advancing day by day with an irresistible momentum. Yain are 
denunciations ; vain the torrents of abuse and calumny. The most consider- 
ate, the most conservative members of the fraternity, men who never united 
in a Masonic effort before, are uniting in this, while the masses of the breth- 
ren are resolved to have nothing less than general and thorough uniformity . 
We invite the correspondence of all who revere the ancient landmarks. 

Copies of Proceedings, Addresses, By-laws, &c.,&o., are solicited, as here- 
tofore^ Address them to care of Bro. Bailey, as above. Give us early no- 
tices of deaths, casualties, celebrations, festivals, &c., Aci 

The office of Bro. Rob Morris has been permanently established at No. 545. 
Broadway, New York. • ( 


i 
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Upon the Architectural Question. 


A LETTER FROM THE EDITOR. 


R. W. D. W. Thomsok, of Hemlo, Illinois : 

My Dear Brother : — You remember that cold, wet Sunday in 
which we beguiled the slow-moving hours by a comparison of Jo- 
sephus, the Bible, and our own judgments, upon “ the architec- 
tural question,” concerning the height of the brazen pillars. 
Anxious as we are to remove every cause of fault-finding against 
the beautiful ritual we practice, we sought for some means of re- 
conciling the two Scriptural statements upon this subject, (18 
cubits and 35 cubits,) so opposed to each other. The views I there 
expressed to you, I proceed now to write out more fully. 

I have been astonished that Mackay, whpse judgment is often 
of the best, should so roundly defend the “ 18 cubits ” theory. I 
suppose he took it from Whiston’s note on Josephus, (London edi- 
tion, 1889, p. 219,) which I will give in full : “ As to these two 
famous pillars, Jachin and Boaz, their height could be no more 
than 18 cubits, as here and 1 Kings, vii, 15 ; 2 Kings, xxv, 17 • 
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Jeremiah, iii, 21; those 35 cubits in 2 Chron., iii, 15, being con- 
trary to all the rules of architecture in the world.” This is a most 
singular assertion and diametrically opposed to the rules laid down 
in our Monitors. Mackay himself, who has published two differ- 
ent Hand-books, gives the rules which controvert Whiston’s posi- 
tion and his own. The rules are these, as you will see by reference 
to any Monitor. Shall I give them to you in full ? 

“By order in Architecture is meant a system of all the members, 
proportions and ornaments of columns and pilasters.” 

I refer you to that word, w proportions,” as being the key-word 
to this whole subject. Five Orders in Architecture are enumer- 
ated, viz., the Tuscany the Doric, the Ionic, the Corinthiany and 
the Compositey and the proportion between the diameter and the 
height of each is given as one of the distinguishing peculiarities. 
The Tuscan is seven diameters high ; that is, if the diameter is 
given, the height must be seven times greater, or else it does not 
answer the description. The Doric is eight diameters high ; the 
Ionic nine ; the Corinthian ten ; and the Composite ten. Or to 
arrange them at one view : 

Tuscan, 7 ; Doric, 8; Ionic, 9; Corinthian, 10; Composite, 10. 

We are unfortunately not informed as to the order of architec- 
ture adopted in the construction of these pillars by King Solomon, 
but as Josephus let us know that the architecture of Solomon's 
palace was Corinthian, and as the ruins of Palmyra, built under 
Solomon’s instructions, exhibit many specimens of the Corinthian 
order, and, as far as I know, of no other, and as, moreover, the 
purpose of the Pillars was to catch the eye from their command- 
ing point, and to be seen from a distance by those approaching 
Jerusalem from the east, north, or south, it would follow that their 
height was extended to the utmost limit permitted by the laws of 
architecture. 

Fortunately we know the diameter of the Pillars — the Sacred 
Record is explicit under that head — four cubits. Now it matters 
not, in settling this question of “ proportion,” what the measure 
1 of a cubit is, nor whether it was the Sacred Cubit or the Com- 
mercial. Cubit that is alluded to. We have only to deal with the 
ratio between height and diameter. Let us suppose, however, 
that $ cubit was ?2 inches, and that the Pillars were of the Corin- 
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thian Order; the corresponding height then was 73 feet If the 
Ionic was employed, the height was 66 feet ; if the Doric, 68 feet ; 
if the Tuscan, 61 feet Or to tabtilate them, (omitting fractions,) 


Tuscan, 

diameter, 7 

feet, 

, x o — — „ 

height, 61 feet 

Doric, 

“ 8 

u 

u 

Or 

00 

-Ionic, 

“ 9 

it 

« 

66 “ 

Corinthian, 

“ 10 

« 

« 

73 “ 

Composite, 

« 10 

u 

« 

73 “ 


To sum up my idea, if the Pillars were 7 feet in diameter, (four 
cubits of 22 inches,) the height was 78 feet But you may sug- 
gest this as an extravagant estimate and out of all proportion to 
he Temple itself, which was not a lofty edifice. I answer that 
the tower, or steeple, of the Temple, on the east side, was 120 
cubits high ; (2 Chronicles, iii, 4,) which is 220 feet, or three times 
the height of the Corinthian pillar as computed above, so that 
my estimate of 73 feet is not at all extravagant. 

To confirm these estimates I would suggest this plan. Procure 
a number of cylindrical blocks, say four inches in diameter, and 
four inches high. Get an assistant to lay them one upon another. 
Take your position at such a distance off as that your eye can dis- 
tinctly measure the pile. Then let him lay one upon the other 
until your sense of w proportion” is perfectly satisfied. This will 
not be until he has piled them up to a height varying from 32 to 
40 inches. At the height of 18 inches, which is Dr. Mackay’s 
idea, you would say that your assistant had only just begun. 

Or take another test. Direct a carpenter to make a column 12 
inches in diameter and as long as the fair proportion dictates. He 
would not stop short of 100 inches at the least. 

Or take one more test. Measure the Pillars used in any lodge- 
room that has respectable furniture, and you will find the propor- 
tion of 7, 8, 9, or 10 diameters used ; that of 4£ diameters (which 
is the “ 1 8 cubits theory,”) being never used. 

Yours, in search of Truth, M. 
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Lme*. — JSte. 


LINES, 

Composed and Respectfully Dedicated to the Brethren at Salem , If. Y., Repre- 
sented by the Eton, and R. W. JAMES Q IB SON, Grand 
Jumor Warden . 


BY BOB MORBIS, LL. D. 


Salem, peaceful city, blest, 

Where the Ark of Ged did rest, — 

Where the voice of prayer asoeuded 
With the silver trumpets blended, — 
Where the incense daily given 
Rose and reached the courts of he*vem,~~ 
Peaceful city, home of love. 

Type of better things above. 

Here be peace like that bestowed, 

Salem, here from Israel’s God ! 

Here the voice of daily prayer, 

Sweetest music on the air. 

From each angel hither come, — 

Here be felt Jehovah’s power, 

Shielding in the dangerous hear. 

Salem, in thy Lodge be love, 

While the Orient Sun shall move ! 

May all strife and discord fail, 

As the fogs his rays dispel ! 

May the fruitage of the soil, 

Repose ’neath his warm control 1 
And to all be heavenly grace, 

Salem, seat of love and peace. 


— It is Dr. Oliver who so aptly describes Masonry under the 
three heads, “ passive, negative, or positive.” He says: 

“ Consider whether your Masonry be passive, negative, or posi- 
tive. If the former, you will soon abandon it; if negative, you 
will retain your connection with it for its convivialities alone ; but 
if the latter, your career will be glorious, and its end honorable. A 
young Mason should never pretend to a knowledge which can 
only be gained by experience. The higher the ape climbs, the 
more effectually he exposes his posterior deficiency.” 
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Eemarkfl on St. John's Day, 

A.T OE>OTJa^HKEEI>8XE f 3ST. Y„ TTJirm 1004. 


BY THE EDITOR. 


On the 22nd of May, 1771, a lodge of Freemasons, entitled 
Solomon’s Lodge, No. 1, was instituted in this city. Upon this 
anniversary day of our Patron, John the Forerunner, it is pre- 
sumable that the members of that lodge eelebrated the oocasion 
as we are now doing. Doubtless at this very hour, 99 years y ago* 
some expert speaker of your town, whose very name has faded 
into the land of dreams, was addressing an audience here evefy 
one of whom is now like himself but dust and ashes. A proces- 
sion was doubtless formed as we formed one. Various exercises, 
peculiar to this institution, were first performed in the lodge room 
as Poughkeepsie Lodge 266 performed them this morning. 
When the public services were completed the members hastened 
to the enjoyment of that moderate repast which will doubtless 
crown the proceedings of this day. And finally when the ran 
went down over the Catskill Mountains ninety-three years ago 
the generous and virtuous fraternity, who made Hp the member* 
ship of Solomon’s Lodge No. 1, went to their repose with tbt 
same feelings of duty performed and innocent pleasures enjoyed 
with which we hope ere low xii to conclude this interesting occa- 
sion. 

Had any observer for the first time seen the procession of that 
day, he might probably have had the curiosity to enquire, as was 
asked upon a more memorable occasion some 1700 years before 
that, u What are these which are arrayed in white robes aad 
whence came they ?” Now, suppose some one had answered as 
the angel answered in the Apocalyse 1 Do you remember the 
solemn words? “ These are they which came out of great tri- 
bulation, and have washed their robes and made them white in the 
blood of the lamb. Therefore are they before the throne of God 
and serve him day and night in his Temple ; and he that sitteth 
on the throne shall dwell among them. 
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“They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any' more, neither 
shall the sun light on them nor any other heat 
“For the lamb which is in the midst of the* throne shall feed 
them and shall lead them unto living fountains of water, hjx d God 
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes I” 

Suppose, I say, that some one had made this reply. The un- 
initiated would have cried out “ Blasphemy,” and rebuked the 
speaker for such perversion of sacred language. Yet as we look 
back to that day, over the long period of ninety-three years, we 
can confidently assert that now , this day, all those white+aproned 
men, who were faithful to their Masonic professions, are realizing 
the unspeakable bliss of which the angel spoke. Their six days 
of labor being done, they have entered upon their eternal Sabbath 
of rest, and, as we Masons say, are in the full enjoyment of their 
Wages. 

And this explains in a few words what we call the Masonic 
system . It is simply typical, prophetic of the things which are 
not now but shall be hereafter. Every Masonic object upon 
which the eye falls has this allusion. Every Masonic word which 
catches the ear has this interpretation. Every ceremony in which 
the candidate is caused to participate, from the moment of his 
entrance at the northwest angle of the lodge to the moment when 
he is laid in his grave, the tear-drops, the green sprigs and the 
sods of mother earth commingling above him, evei;y ceremony, 
I repeat, has direct reference to the Celestial Lodge above, where 
the Supreme Architect of the Universe presides. 

This then gives me my subject, “The Symbolical References 
of Masonry,” a theme from which, without adhering too closely 
to form, I hope to be able in a pleasant way to occupy a brief 
space that upon such an occasion is devoted to the public 
speaker. 


Eavesdropped. — In the lectures used at the revival of Mason- 
ry, in 1717, the following punishment was inflicted on a cowan : 
“ To be placed under the eaves of the house in rainy weather, till 
the water runs in at his shoulders and out at his shoes.” The 
French rather extend this punishment — “Let him be put under 
a gutter, pump, or fountain, until he is wet from head to foot.” 
Hence a listener is called an eavesdropper. 
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A series of meetings, under this head, was held in New York, 
Brooklyn, and contiguous places, during the winter and spring of 
1864, which, for a crowded auditory and the value and impor- 
tance of the lessons inculcated, has few parallels in Masonic his- 
tory. The first Masonic dignitaries in the State lent their names 
as managers. Prof. Henry Tucker, a renowned composer, under- 
took the musical oversight, and Rob Morris, LL. D., was the lec- 
- turer. A description of the last of the series will serve as a 
specimen of the whole. It was held April 5, at Washington 
Hall, Brooklyn* about 400 persons being present, more than one 
half of them ladies. Master Masons, with the wives, widows, 
sisters and daughters of such, made up the auditory. John W. 
Simons, Esq., Past Grand Master, delivered an address upon the 
practical benefits of the Masonic Institution ; a choir from one of 
the city churches contributed a number of songs, and then Dr. 
Morris occupied one hour in communicating the history of the 
“ Order of the Eastern Star,” an Adoptive System of great 
popularity. A summary of the historical points in the Order is 
given in the following lines : 

Here is a story of the grand old time, 

A tale of virtues — tender yet sublime — 

Inscribed on sacred page, to give us faith 
In woman’s constancy in life and death. 

Here, in God s Book, the bright narration see ! 

And five brave hearts make up the history. 

Adah, great Jephthah’s daughter, soul of truth; 

Ruth, flower of Moab, humble, pious Ruth ; I 

Esther, the crowned, and worthiest of a crown ; 

Martha, His friend whom hosts celestial own ; 

Eleota, strong the Martyr’s Cross to bear — 

These are the Heroines of the Eastern Star. 

Fairest among ten thousand deathless names, 

How altogether lovely do they glow l 
Time’s annals yield no brighter, nobler themes ; 

No purer hearts the ranks celestial show ! 

Come then, 0 Sisters, sister-virtues trace ! 

And light from these your lamps of truth and grace. 

— Freemason's Almanac, 
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Masonic Events that Occurred in July. 


BIRTHS OF PERSON'S WHO BECAME DISTINGUISHED MASONS. 

1768, 7th, Thaddeus M. Harris. 1802, 14th, Joseph Covell 
1812, 16th, Eleazer Malone. 1823, 17th, Yelverton P. Page. 
1785, 19th, Edward Giddings. 1815, 19th, Edward Roche. 

1819, 22d, Thomas Bird Harris. 1782, 20th, Elihu Mather. 

1820, 20th, J. F. McElroy. 1742, 28th, William Preston. 1783, 
30th, Ebenezer Hall. 

INITIATIONS OP MASONS AFTERWARDS DISTINGUISHED. 

1781, 4th, Robert Burns. 1854, 5th, Hiram Bassett 1832, 
9th, Wm. Hacker. 1820, 17th, Gamaliel Washburn. 

DEATHS OP WELL-KNOWN MASONS. 

1819, 6th, Thomas Smith Webb. 1836, 6th, Chief Justice 
Marshal. 1800, 9tb, Moses Paul, P. G. M. of N. H. 1841, 17th, 
Thomas Dibdin. 1858, 17th, John A. Quitman, P. G. M., Miss. 
1855, 20th, Michael Z. Kreider, P. G. M. of Ohio. 1796, 21st, 
Robert Burns. 1842, 25th, Sir William Woods. 1829, 28th, 
Col. John Chapman, Middlebury, Yt. 1840, 28th, Lord Durham. 

CORNER STONES PLANTED. 

1859, 1st, German Lutheran Church, Augusta, Ga. 1840, 3d, 
G. Hall, Lexington, Ky. 1795, 4th, State House, Boston, Mass. 
1815, 4th, Washington Mon., Baltimore, Md. 1818, 4th, Gene- 
ral Hospital, Boston, Mass. 1825, 4th, Court House, Canandai- 
gua, N. Y. 1829, 4th, State House, Maine. 1848, 4th, National 
Washington Mon., Washington, D. C. 1850, 4th, Hall, Pittsburg, 
Pa. 1851, 4th, Capitol Extension, Washington, D. C. 1856, 
4th, Insane Hospital, Northampton, Mass. 1857, 4th, Monument 
to Clay, Lexington, Ky. 1857, 4th, New C. EL, Canandaigua, 
N. Y. 1859, 4th, Custom House, Dubuque, Iowa. 1860, 4th, 
Court House, Columbia, S. C. 1858, 5th, Academy for Blind, 
Macon, Ga. 1858, 5th, New City Hall, Portland, Me. 1858, 5th, 
Masonic Temple, Concord, N. H. 1818, 8th, Mechanics’ Relief 
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Society Hall, Washington, D. C. 1840, 14th, University, Oxford, 
Miss. 1845, 16th, King Chapel, Brunswick, Me. 1860, 17th, 
Queen’s Hospital, Honolulu. 1858, 22d, Temple, Cincinnati, O. 
1820, 28th, Universalist Church, Roxbury, Mass. 1820, 29th, 
Second Presbyterian Church, Washington, D. C. 1841, 30th, 
Methodist Church, rfichmond, Ky. 1863, 80th, Morgan Hospi- 
tal, Dundee, Scotland. 

EDIFICES, AC., MASONIOALLY DEDICATED. 

1859, 19th, Hall, Portsmouth, N. H. 1817, 22d, Masonic Hall, 
in Exchange Coffee H., Boston, Mass. 1830, 26th, Masonic Hall, 
Pittsburg, Pa. 1853, 28th, Hall, Leesburg, Ky. 

CASUALTIES. 

1860, 1st, Masonic Hall, Hannibal, Mo., burnt 1856, 9th, HalL 
Nashville, Tenn., burnt 

MASONIC GRAND BODIES ORGANIZED. 

1830, 5th, Grand Lodge, Fla. 1789, 8th, Grand Lodge, Conn. 
1812, flth, Grand Lodge, La. 1789, 16th, Grand Lodge, N. H. 

1854, 28th, Grand Chapter, Cal. 1733, 30th, Grand Lodge, Mass, 
(St John’s.) 1783, 31st, Grand Lodge, Md. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

1821, 1st, Masonic Miscellany, Lexington, J£y., est 1847, 1st, 
Port Folio, Nashville, Tenn., est. 1857, 1st, American Quarterly 
Review of Freemasonry, N. Y., est. 1858, 1st, Honorarium to 
John Fitz Henry Townsend, Dublin, Ireland. 1829, 5th, Anti- 
Masonic Convention, Montpelier, Vt. 1812. 6th, Convention at 
New Orleans, to est. G. L. of La. 1789, 8th, Convention at 
Portsmouth to est G. L. of N. H. 1191, 12th, St Jean D’Acre 
captured. 1846, 13th, Rob Morris passed and raised. 1858, 14th, 
Union Masons in Canada. 1099, 15th, Jerusalem captured by 
Crusaders. 1752, 10tb, Masonic Congress, Wilhemsbad, Ger- 
many. 1819, 19th, Masonic Relief Board, Boston, Mass,, est 

1855, 19th, Convention at Niagara Falls, C. W., to est G. L, of 
Canada. 1827, 22d, Obsequies Sami K. Woodson, P. G. M., Ky. 
1314, 25th, Battle of Bannockburn. 1859, 25th, Third Sess. Mas. 
School Instruction, Maysville, Ky. 1818, 27th, Conv. Natchez* 
to est. G. L. of Miss. 


Digitized by LiOOQle 



298 


Biographical Sketch of John W. Simons. 


Biographical Sketoh of John W. Simons, Esq., Past Grand 
Master of New York. 


This gentleman has made himself as prominent in the practice 
of the Masonic Rites as in the discussion, by word and pen, of 
its principles. Born in the City of New York, Oct. 8, 1821, of 
an old Masonic stock, he began, at the age of twenty-three, a 
career that has not yet culminated, but is marked in every step 
by some act or word that will live to the honor of the Royal Art 
He was initiated in Independent Lodge, No. 186, New York, 
April 7, 1844, and has continued in active membership with some 
lodge ever since, having been Master successively of several, 
and honorary member of a large number. 

In 18^8, Mr. Simons was elected Deputy Grand Master of the 
Grand Lodge of New York, was re-elected by acclamation in 
1869, and Grand Master in 1860. His official career is marked 
by careful and elaborate consideration of fundamental questions, 
his decisions upon which, while directed mainly to New York 
cases, have become a part of the standard literature of the Ma- 
sonic institution. In other branches and systems of Freemasonry 
he has made full progress, and filled most of the offices recognized 
in them, both in their subordinate and governing bodies. In the 
Ancient and Accepted Rite, he has been advanced to the Thirty- 
Third and last Degree. At present he is Grand Treasurer of the 
Grand Encampment, Chivalric Orders, of the United States. 

. But it is as a contributor to Masonic literature that we would 
view him. Office, or the want of office, is too often a matter of 
immodest urgency to afford a correct standard of qualifications. 
Mr. Simons has made his mark as a writer, which can never be 
effaced. In 1866 , he translated from the French of Portal his 
Analogy of the Egyptian and Hebrew Symbols, in a style of 
pure and nervous English that has commanded general approba- 
tion. It is but little to say, that the original, scholarly as it is, 
has lost nothing by its transfer into another tongue. More re- 
cently he has issued a work upon a Masonic Jurisprudence, which, 
in more than one respect, is superior to anything in that depart- 
ment extant His views of mooted questions are catholic and 
genial, and will therefore live, while narrow contracted decisions, 
conceived in the spirit of an exclusive and petty jurisdiction, 
make but a feeble mark upon the age. Other works, we have 
reason to believe, are upon the tapis of this active latonius , and 
should he live out the proper age of three score and ten, which 
his temperate habits rationally promise, the craft have a right to 
anticipate their completion . — FreemasorCs Almanac. 
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ARTICLE SECOND. 


[The first two of this series were published in 1858; the re- 
mainder are original.] 

Cosmopolite . — I have had it in mind for several years to observe 
in what respects the Craft of the present day have improved upon 
those of the former. The contrast, I apprehend, is more observ- 
able in the spread of Masonic literature than anything else. 

Orator . — And nothing more worthy. My father informed me 
once that he was called upon, on the occasion of Lafayette’s visit 
to this country, to prepare an address of welcome. Anxious in 
it to give some historical details of the spread and influence of 
Masonry, he sought for Masonic books, but sought in vain. A copy 
of Harris’ Discourses, another of Town’s Speculative Masonry? 
and one of Webb’s Monitors were all he could find, and nothing 
was m them of the sort he wanted. But in the preparation of 
my last St. John’s Day Oration, I had more than fifty Masonic 
works at my command, filled with rich and reliable facts. 

j Humorist — Did you introduce that remarkable fact into it, 
which is quoted every year by our zealous speech-makers, that all 
the Generals of the Revolution were Masons except Benedict 
. Arnold? 

Poet . — A word here. Arnold was the very man to make a fer- 
vent, devoted Mason. In his earlier days, and before disappointed 
ambition had blasted his early hopes, and the influences of a lux- 
urious and dissipated life corrupted his mind, Benedict Arnold 
was eminently a social and genial nature. It is not strange that 
he early became a Mason, although it is to be regretted that the 
moral influences of our principles had not a more lasting effect 
upon his mind. 

Clergyman . — I suspect that less attention was paid to moral in- 
fluence in Masonry in the last century than in this. I observe 
that most of the expulsions and suspensions of that period were 
for non-payment of dues ; and in the By-laws of the oldest lodges 
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trumpery fines were allowed to whitewash offenders for nearly 
every breach of Masonic law. 

Veteran . — We did not believe in expelling our go-astrays. Cast- 
ing them out from amongst us was depriving them forever of all 
possibility of reformation through Masonic influence. We were 
taught that King Solomon gave the most minute and rational in- 
structions for selecting blocks, lifting them from the quarry, exam- 
ining their qualities, making them into due pattern, bearing them 
up to Mt Moriah, placing them in the wall, and cementing them 
there ; but not a word of taking them out again 1 Now-a-days, 
you take almost every petitioner into your lodges, and therefore, 
find it necessary to put a large part of them out again. We were 
more particular in days lang syne. 

Cosmopolite . — And this carries us back to the point at which 1 
set out The influence of Masonic literature is in favor of a close 
tyling of the lodge door. By the aid of such works as Oliver’s, 
Town’s, and others, the Brethren learn, 1. The sort of labor Ma- 
sonry requires ; 2. The sort of laborers who can perform it This 
brings them to the corollary, the sort of men who can not do it, 
and enforces upon them a stringent rule of non-reception. I have 
never seen lodges so well guarded as those whose members are 
well read. 

Orator .-^ There is severe blame for those lodges that receive 
and initiate men who, they know, have not the moral ability to 
stand up to Masonic covenants. The fault, in half the lapses from 
Masonic integrity that are published, lies in the lodge, whose mem- 
bers disgraced themselves and the Craft by initiating the unwor- 
thy and binding him with burdens too grievous to be borne. 

Poet , — That is well said ; or, in the words of the enthusiastic 
In wood, c< Masonry has no principle but what might still more or- 
nament the purest mind, nor any appendage but what might give 
additional lustre to the purest character. By the exercise of the 
duties of Masonry, the rich may add abundantly to the fund of 
their eternal inheritance. The wise may increase their knowledge 
of the nature of God in all His best perfections, and thereby daily 
grow still more wise unto eternal salvation. The pure in heart 
may be always advancing in the Divine likeness; and they who 
walk in the path of the just with zeal and activity, will find it as 
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the shining Light, which shineth more and more unto the perfect 
day.” Now, what Shibboleth is all this to the immovably stupid! 
As well talk to the ignorant in a dead language, as thus to expa- 
tiate upon the beauties of Freemasonry to one who has no soul 
to comprehend them. And the blame for receiving such men into 
the order, and the blame for all the subsequent un masonic acts of 
such, must be laid at the door of the lodge. The members of the 
lodge knew the binding nature of the Masonic covenant, the ap- 
plicant did not It is a real act of kindness to such an applicant 
to reject him. It is the most friendly thing you can do for him. 
It is mercy in disguise. 

Clergyman. — Yes. Nor will it appear irreverent if I quote a 
few lines from Swayne, to illustrate your idea of Charity in dis- 
guise , which is often the best of Charity 

There is a secret in the way* of God 

With Hi* own children which none others know, 

That sweetens all He does ; and if such peace, 

While under His afflicting hand we dud, , 

What will it be to see Him a* He is, 

And pass the reach of all that now disturbs 
The tranquil soul’s repose t to contemplate 
In retrospeot unclouded, all the means 
By which His wisdom has prepared His saints 
For the vast weight of glory which remains ! 

Come then, affliction, if my Father bids, 

And be my frowning friend. A friend that frowns 
Is better than a smiling enemy. 

We welcome clouds which bring the former rain, 

Though they the present prospects blacken round, 

And shade the beauties of the opening year, 

That by their stores enriched, the earth may yield 
A fruitful summer and a plenteous crop. 


— A Grand Commandery of Knights Templar for the State of 
Iowa has recently been organized. 


V 
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Those of you who have witnessed a Masonio Burial, properly 
performed, must have been struck with the solemn yet strange 
ceremonies accompanying it The formation of the brethren in 
an oblong square about the grave — the prostration of one of the 
columns of the lodge at its foot — the three marked pauses in low- 
ering the coffin — the dropping of the green sprig — the Funeral 
Grand Honors — these, and other ceremonies not found in other 
Societies, or if found, only borrowed from Freemasonry, are 
linked in a series expressing our faith — the faith of our Masonic 
fathers — in the resurrection of the body, and the immortality of 
the soul. Still more directly, if possible, are these grand truths 
inculcated in the private ceremonies of the lodge. The whole 
are succinctly conveyed in the following lines : 

The Craft in days gone by, 

Drew from their Mystery, t 
The mightiest truth 
God ever gave to men ; 

They whispered in the ear, 

Bowed down with solemn fear, 

“ The dead, the buried dead, 

Shall rise again!” 

Oh, wondrous, wondrous word ! 

No other rites afford 
This precious heritage, 

This matchless truth ; 

“ Tho’ gone from weeping eyes, 

Tho’ in the dust he lies, 

Our Friend, our Brother 
Shall renew his youth l” 

And we, who yet remain, 

Shall meet our dead again, 

Shall give the hand that 
Thrilled within our grasp, 

The token of our faith, 

Unchanged by time or death, 

And breast to breast, 

His faithful form shall clasp. 
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But who, oh Gracious God, 

The Power shall afford ? 

Who with Omnipotence, 

Shall break the tomb ? 

What morning star shall arise, 

To chase from covered eyes 
The long-oppressing darkness 
And the gloom ? 

Lo, at the Mystic shrine, 

The answer — all Divine, 

— Lo, where the Tracing-board 

Doth plainly tell ; 

“ Over the horrid tomb, 

The bondage and the gloom, 

The Lion of the Tribe of 
Judah shall prevail!” 

Then hopefully we bend, 

Above our sleeping friend, 

And hopeful cast the 

Green sprigs o’er his head ; 

*Tis but a fleeting hour, 

The Omnipotent hath power, 

And He will raise 
Our Brother from the dead. 

However trite such sentiments as these may appear to an audi- 
ence in this Christian land, where these doctrines are preached 
in every pulpit, it is a solemn reflection that long ago, before the 
Christian pulpit was set up, while yet the world was in barbarism, 
centuries before the Son of Man declared himself “ the Resurrec- 
tion and the Life,” every Masonic lodge, no matter where met, 
no matter what language using, taught these doctrines by the 
most impressive forms and ceremonies that can touch the hearts 
and souls of men. Yes, though the ancient Hebrew could scarcely 
find enough in his treasured Scriptures to justify even a dim hope 
of immortality, the enlightened Mason learned, every lodge-night, 
that the soul is immortal, that there is a joy reserved for the good, 
that God is very pitiful to erring, suffering humanity, and that the 
body committed to the care of Mother earth shall not be lost, but 
like the seed, through wintry ice and snow, shall come forth a 
new and glorious body in the spring-time of the Resurrection, 
raised by the hand of Omnipotence. 

Nor is it a solemn thing merely to contemplate these old doc- 
trines of Masonry as having been taught before the Redeemer 
appeared, — they were and are taught in every lodge through the 
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ages 'Since. Amidst French atheism and German deism, amidst 
the conflict oi sects, in the war between Christ and Mahomet, in 
the mouth of our Israelite brother to-day, in every language 
known to men, the same lessons are as naturally derived from the 
Masonic Ceremonial as the lessons of light and heat from the daily 
rising-up of the sun in the heavens. 

But why, you will ask, single out these abstract truths as illus- 
trative of Masonic teachings ? Is it to study these dogmas that 
men go to the lodge ? Was it merely to study abstract questions 
in divinity that the great men of olden times gave their counte- 
nance to the Order ? No. But these fundamental truths being 
the foundation, Masons were and are taught to cultivate all the 
virtues and amenities of life. For instance, because God is our 
common Father, Masons are taght to love each other as brothers. 
Because the soul is immortal, Masons are taught to keep it spot- 
less and pure until it shall stand in God’s presence. Because the 
body is the receptacle of an undying guest, and reserved for 
greater glories hereafter, Masons are taught to restrain all those 
passions that weaken and degrade the body. 

This Society could never have existed so long but for these 
great and serious truths which are to it, as the sea is to the river. 
All its pleasing convocations, its festivals, its charities, its great 
names are no more than are shared in a greater or less degree by 
other Societies, but in whatever constitutes the Landmarks of Ma- 
sonry, our Society is unapproachable. 

I shall, perhaps, make my thought still plainer by an illustration. 
In the burial of the dead, which is the summing-up of all Masonic 
symbolisms, we make at the grave certain signs which, as they 
contain nothing essentially secret, I will explain to you. There 
are three movements involved, and they are repeated three seve- 
ral times. These we style the Public Grand Honors of Masonry 
ond when understood they are equally solemn and impressive. 

By this we imply that the memory of our departed brother is 
ever green and will survive the grave; that his virtuous deeds are 
indelibly inscribed upon our hearts; that we will faithfully imitate 
whatever was meritorious in him and cast the veil of charity kindly 
upon his shortcomings. 
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By this we express our pious belief as Freemasons that the* 
spirit of our departed brother, released from its tenement of clay i 
lias winged a happy flight to the presence of Him who will ren- 
der to every man according to his works. 

By this we aftirm that the will of God has been accomplished 
in this return of dust to dust; sfnd that it is our bounden duty as 
Freemasons to submit, remembering that the Lord gave and the 
Lord hath taken away ; blessed be the name of the Lord ! 

Now that is a series of lessons which, once explained, can never 
be forgotten. The eye and the ear, and the sense of feeling all 
conspire to impress upon the memory these three lessons of 

1st, Brotherly Love. 

2d, The Immortality of the Soul. 

3d, The Resurrection of the Body. 

And while the signs and ceremonies of Masonry remain un- 
changed th e doctrines of MasonVy can never be essentially altered. 

The great purpose, then, of the Masonic institution is to Jit us 
for the Celestial Lodge above. But while doing this there is many 
a cheerful, many a happy hour vouchsafed to us, in the intimate 
and unreserved communion which Masonry justifies. It would, 
indeed, be strange if it were not so. I have seen more cheerful, 
more sunny faces in one Masonic meeting of this kind than in a 
day’s journey through crowded streets. The great and good 
Washington who participated in all lodge meetings here, when in 
his power, was wont to unbend, to cast oft' <£ires, to put oh tbe 
robes of gladness whenever he entered the lodge. It was his re- 
creation, during the stormiest period of the Revolution, to attend 
lodge meetings, to join iu the work and to share in the refresh- 
ment. There, when the jest went round, when the song, when 
the toast, he was like all the rest of the social group, the friend, 
and brother, and only when the doors were flung open, and here- 
turned to the heavy cares that beset him, did he allow one shade 
of sadness to pass across his face. 

— A plan has been chosen for the new Masonic Hall in Boston, 
to take the place of the building destroyed by fire some weeks 
ago. Iron, stone and cement will make the new hall fire-proof, 
and the architecture is Gothic. 

2-vot~ it.-no. vil 
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The Master’s Prayer. ' 

A correspondent, in a long and beautiful rhapsody on the fair 
things of Masonry, praises in warm words the prayer used in the 
Master’s degree ; and suggests tliat its author’s name be sought 
for and credit given him for the production. Yerily, all honor 
should be and shall be given to Him, both in this world and in 
the world to come, for its author is the Spirit of God ! 

That prayer is taken chiefly from the 14th chapter of Job, as 
be will see by the passages embraced in brackets in the copy fol- 
lowing : 

“ [Man that is born of a woman is of few days and full of 
trouble. He cometh forth as a flower and is cut down : he fleeth 
also as a shadow and continueth not.] And dost thou open thine 
eyes upon such a one, and bringest me into judgment with thee ? 
Who can bring a clean thing out an unclean ? — not one. [Seeing 
his days are determined, the number of his months are with Thee 
—Thou Jiast appointed his bounds that he can not pass ; turn 
from him that he may rest till he shall accomplish,] as a hireling, 
[his day. For there is hope of a tree, if it be cut down, that it 
will sprout again, and that the tender branch thereof will not 
cease ;] though the root thereof wax old in the earth and the stock 
thereof die in the ground : yet through the scent of water it will 
bud and bring forth boughs like a plant. [But man dieth and 
wastfeth away — yea, man giveth up the ghost and where is he? 
As the waters fail from the sea, and the flood decayeth and drieth 
up, so man lieth down and riseth not : till the heavens be no more,] 
they shall not awake nor be raised out of their sleep.” 

There is such food for solemn, yet comfortable thought, in these 
words, that we can not wonder they have attracted our corres- 
pondent’s attention. How impressive are all the words of Scrip- 
are ! They sparkle out of the ordinary writings of men like 
jewels from the mud. Even where their meaning is not self-evi- 
dent, there is a suggestiveness y to coin the word, about them that 
makes them more precious than the clearest thoughts of other*. 
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THE SISTER’S CHALLENGE. 
Is Freemasonry Practical? 


A MASONIC TALE, IN SIX PARTS, BY ROB MORRIS, LL. D. 


FART SECOND. 

The July, August and September months are usually, and prop- 
erly too, months of intermission in Lodge affairs. So it proved 
in Burnettville Lodge. Only one meeting was held during that 
quarter, and that was merely a business meeting, thinly attended. 
Butj in October, the afternoon of “ the first Tuesday preceding 
the full moon,” which was the time-honored day of its “ regular,” 
a crowded party of ladies and brethren filled the hall, and when 
Worshipful Brother Goldsborough arose and announced his theme 
to be “The Widow’s Son,” nine rounds of applause greeted him. 
Sister Lee, the Secretary’s wife, was the loudest in this expression 
of anticipated pleasure. So the Master began to read his tale of 
THE WIDOW’S SON. * 

Among the many passages of pathos and beauty with which 
the old York Lectures abound, none expresses more to a feeling 
mind than that which describes the celebrated builder as “A Wid- 
ow’s Son” — “A Widow’s Son of the Tribe of Naphtali.” How 
much there is suggested in that little collocation of words may be 
seen in the later Greek, where a funeral procession is named, and 
u gate, and a bier, a mourner, a Saviour, and a corpse which had 
been “ the only son of his mother, and she a widow.” Turn to 
the place and read the passage. 

In my journeyings I sat down, one Sunday afternoon, by one of 
those little graves which naturally attract the eye of a father, far- 
from home, who remembers that he has left a group of little cfeiL 


* This sketch was used by the author, some years since, in an incomplete 
series. It is thought the present readers of the Voice will like to see it in 
better form. 
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dren behind him, so far away that he does not know for certain 
whether some one of them,' too, may not be underlying a little 
mound like this. 

Upon the little grave, and adorning the slab which .covered it, 
there was a sculptured resemblance of a lamb, and on one side 
an inscription, beginning : “ Suffer the little” — which, although 
the rest of it was concealed by the myrtle, whose green set off so 
beautifully the polished surface of the marble, I knew very well 
by heart. On the other side was the inscription, “ The only son 
of his mother, and she a widow.” After the mournful silence 
which naturally followed upon this examination, I asked for and 
received from my guide the history of the little boy, and found k 
so intimately connected with the beloved institution, that I have 
preserved it for present use.^ 

There is no estimating the health of Masonic benevolence until 
it has been proven. Many a lodge rises, and decays, and expires 
to be heard no more, because it has not pleased T. G. A. O. T. 

U. to throw in its way any objects upon which its treasures of 
brotherly love can be bestowed. More than one lodge, too, may 
date the epoch of its transition from inaction and sluggish use- 
lessness to activity and honor by some event fortuitous and casual 
to the human mind, but providential in the purposes of the Wisest. 
Such, I think was the case with Ainsworth Lodge, once dull and 
moribund, now the teeming mother of a swarm of lodges and 
scores of good Masons, proud of their alma mater. And the 
epoch of its transition is the history of the Widow’s Son. 

The husband of the widow was removing with his little family 
— wife, servaut, and child — from the land of his nativity to a 
western home. Taken ill upon the journey, he was compelled, 
suddenly, to pay the great debt which we must all liquidate ; but 
not until he had made known to the brethren of Ainsworth Lodge 
that he, too, was a worker in speculative architecture, and claimed T 
a Masonic burial at their hands. They granted it with cheerful 
promptness, and it was remarked, that never in the history of the 
lodge had the circle — within which, at the foot of the grave, stood 
the widow and her child — been so large, never such heartfelt re- 
sponses, such pathetic prayers, such an accurate performance of 
4he Public Grand Honors, such a tuneful exhibit of Vinton’s Ode 
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as upon that occasion. The scene opened fountains of feeling 
which had heretofore been sealed. Strong men wept ; idle bo js 
failed to disturb, with hooting and riot, the solemn stillness of the 
interment; the brethren, returning in funeral precession to the 
lodge-room, did not once break ranks, but gathered there to a 
man, and to a man agreed “ to counsel, aid, support, and pYotect 
the widow and her child;” and they appointed a Standing Com- 
mittee for that purpose. 

A house was provided for the disconsolate woman and her now ( 
doubly precious charge. Furniture and provisions were given her 
in ample supply. As soon as the first bitterness of her grief wa^ 
worn off*, such labor was furnished to her hands as she expressed 
her desire to perform, and a good compensation therefor was se- 
cured to her. What she lacked after this was cheerfully paid, 
in money, from year to year, out of the treasury of the lodge. 

And it was remarked by shrewd observers, that never before 
had the members of the lodge evinced so much interest in its pro- 
ceedings as at that period. Never before was the attendance so 
large, the stay at the lodge so protracted, or the dues so punctu- 
ally paid, as during the time the widow and her child were sub- 
sisting upon the bounty of the brethren. This, indeed, was so 
marked, that upon a public occasion when the lodge assembled, , 
upon St. John’s Day, to express, through their Chaplain, their at- 
tachment to Masonry, that gentleman sdected for his text the 
well-known passage, “ It is more blessed to give than to receive,” 1 
and alluded, in no veiled manner, to this very circumstance as 
having been blessed to the good of that Masonic Lodge by Al- 
mighty God. 

It was in the hot and arid summer of 1853 when such a general 
languor, induced by the sultry season, prevailed over the strongest, 
and when the feeble and sickly succumbed in such large numbers 
to its fatal influence, that the Widow’s Son was stricken down 
with a fever. From the very first the old r physician, Brother C., 
Past Master of Ainsworth Lodge, pronounced it — but not to her 
— a hopeless case. From the first the kind women, the wives and 
daughters and sisters of the lodge, whispered to one another as 
they stood around the bedside of the child — but not so that; she 
could hear it — that they must begin to provide grave clothies for 
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the little boy. Prom the first the Sexton of that neighborhood 
old Joey J., Tyler of the lodge since its foundation, had boldly 
announced — but not to her — that he had “ picked out the nicest, 
shadiest place in all the grave-yard for that child.” 

These sad predictions proved too well founded ; and the sweet 
little boy, the adopted “ Loveteau” — but not by the French cere- 
monial — of Ainsworth Lodge was “ stricken down.” He never 
knew his mother’s face or voice from the first hour of the attack- 
Though in her frenzy she hung over him and called on him to 
answer, and called on the pitying God to give hjm strength to 
answer her once, “just once more before he died,” he facled away 
before her eyes, and, ere the third day, was dead. Then the sym- 
pathizing women, as in the day§ of Paul, “ prepared his body for 
the burial.” Then the old sexton, weeping with every shovelfull 
of earth he threw out, made the little grave by a broad green 
holly, “ the nicest, shadiest plaice in all that grave-yard,” as he had 
promised. 

Then the Masons, one and all, came to the burial. Though they 
could not consistently with their rites form in procession, and give 
the little flower a Masonic interment, they brought their families 
and friends, they brought sympathizing hearts, they stood in solid 
phalanx about the grave— the fainting mother supported by their 
Master and Wardens — they watered that sharly place near the 
holly tree with their tears — they stood bare-headed in that fearful 
August sun, while their Chaplain, sobbing' as though his heart 
would break, besought of the Divine Redeemer “ pitying grace 
for the disconsolate mother,” and they breathed a hearty u So- 
mote it be” at the close. 

Ainsworth Lodge has never lost the influence of that circum- 
stance to this day. Though better times have come to the widow, 
and she is again a happy wife and mother, the impulse to charity 
and active benevolence has continued, *new subjects for both have 
multiplied, and at {he hour we write the lodge is one of the larg- 
est, wealthiest, best working, best reported qf all in that jurisdic- 
tion ; and there is not one of its, members but what is ready to 

point to Mrs. — as she passes by as “the genuine mother of 

that lodge.” 

It is useless to say that Brother Goldsborough closed his story 
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amid st peals of applause. Sister Lee, by her husband’s express 
permission, ran up and kissed him on the right cheek ; whereat 
he being over <55, and the Master of the lodge, meekly turned the 
other also. Singing followed, and the meeting was then dissolved 
with a distinct understanding that Rev. Brother Dord, the Chap- 
lain, was to give the next of the series, and that the “ regular” of* 
November should be the time. 


Biographical Sketch of B. W,, D. W. Thomson, P. G. Loot. 

of Illinois. 


In the euergetic rioveinents of the last four years, towards xe- 
storing the purity of lodge-rituals, none has been moie efficient 
than the gentlemau whose name is given above. Born June 16 , 
1819 , and initiated in the year 1850, his long experience in the 
workings of Degrees, and a natural aptness in all matters relating 
to the drama, give him a claim as one of the best u floor work- 
men” in the United States. Ilis memory is full charged with in- 
cidents collected in his personal intercourse with the Craft, and 
these are introduced into his instructions with pleasing effect. 
With a native gift for poetry, and a good voice, he is an accept- 
able companion in every circle, and welcome in all. 

In his own State, Illinois, until the present unhappy condition 
of affairs culminated, he was perhaps the most popular instructor 
that jurisdiction has ever known. It can not be but that the time 
will again arrive there when the merits of such a man will be fully 
appreciated. The Masonic institution is not so rich in its cata- 
logue of experienced lecturers as to spare Mr. Thomson from it^s 
service. — Freemason's Almanac. 


The Holy Shrines. — It is a curious fact that Europe is now « 
agitated by the very question, which, 800 years ago, precipitated 
its chivalry, its valor, and its religious enthusiasm on the plains of 
Palestine The possession and protection of the Holy Shrines 
was the object that gave an impulse to the mighty mass of mailed 
and mitred men, which at the dawn of modern civilization rolled 
in vast and successive volumes from Western Europe to 
Asia, and there broke against the infidel hosts. The possession 
and protection of the Holy Shrines is the question which at pres- 
ent disturbs the nations of Europe and causes them to array theit 
military force against one another. It is certainly a curious coin-* 
cidence that the same dispute which kindled the fanaticism of the 
Crusaders should be revived again in the nineteenth century. 
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The Solemnity of Masonry. 

What M>kinnity does the true theory of Freemasonry confer 
upon the subject. In our lodges we are undergoing a prepara- 
tion for u the Hour not made with hands eternal in the Heavens.’' 
We learn to trust in God ; to respect His -name ; to implead with 
Him in the hours of distress ; to serve Him by deeds of charity 
and benevolence. We learn of the certainty of death, and the 
equal certainty of the Resurrection. We learn that the soul is 
immortal and that there is reward in Heaven for faithful service 
here. Our covenants with each other are based upon these ideas, 
yea are filled with them . The very ingredients of the cement? 
which binds us as the blocks in a stiong wall, together, are these 
very doctrines — without them there could be nothing durable in 
Masonry. 

When the world sees us engaged in any mystic rite which they 
do not perfectly understand, they may be assured that the pur- 
pose of all is found in the true Masonic theory. There is nothing 
in Masonry but what is designed , and if we all fall short of the 
standard set up for us in the landmarks of the Institution, the 
Institution shall not be blamed, but rather the blame attributed 
to the weakness and imperfections of human nature which do 
not suffer us to perform that which we most approve. 

Ladies of Masonic families may believe that there is nothing 
so dear to Masonic hearts as they are. Their happiness, their 
advantage, their honor, constitute a large part of our aims in the 
building up of the Masonic Order. No class of persons should 
be 6uch warm friends of the Masonic institution as they, and we 
do and shall look to them to further our cause, co-operate with 
us in our deeds of charity, speak good words in our behalf, and in 
all ways encourage us as we walk by their side to the same grave, 
the same resurrection, the same judgment bar and the same 
eternal destiny. They should not for a moment believe that 
Freemasonry teaches a separation of the sexes either in life, 
death or the judgment day. God has made us two ohe y one in 
Freemasonry as in all the trials and sorrows and enjoyments of 
life. 
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Masonic Breast-Pins. 

'The New York Sunday Dispatch , whose Masonic department 
is now under the charge of Bro. J. W. Simons, has “ An Eccen- 
tric Contributor,” whose journey “ in search of marks ” will 
amuse as well as instruct our readers. We quote it entire : 

Bro. Editor : I was in your city, the other day ; called oil 
you, but you ‘were at the Grand Commandery. I had several 
good things I wanted to tell you. Don’t know when I shall be 
in again. It hurts my poor feet shodfcingly to walk- there. 
t While upon your dirty, dusty, noisy island, I spent a few hours 
looking for “ marks.” I had been told that every third man in 
New York wears a Masonic mark, and I was resolved tqjtest the 
statement. So I begati at the corner of Chambers street and 
Broadway, where the coin-dealer has his stand — the more by 
token you can get good bargains out of that chap in the way of 
curious cents / while not fifty feet off there is an abundance of 
curious scents that you can enjoy fgr nothing. 

Well, the first “square and compass” I saw was on the shirt- 
front of a countryman — a corpulent fellow, who hadn’t seen his 
own knees for a dog’s age. I thought it looked very well on 
such a man as that, and should have fcaluted it with a mystic 
gymnastic, only the police officer (“419”) who does feminine duty 
at that crossing was looking right at me, and I was afraid. 

The next one I saw brought the brine to my optics. It was 
displayed on the coat-facing of a soldier. (Three stripes on his 
right arm, and a triangle at the top — that’s an Orderly Sergeant’s 
badge, I believe.) As he came by me, I saw how languid he 
was. An empty coat sleeve (the right arm) explained the cause. 
His army badge showed it was no hail storm that cut that arm 
oft’, but real lead and iron. His eye was sunk, but gleamed lurid. 
Thinks I, “ Brave fellow, we will be right arm and strength to 
you, and by the mystic meaning of that emblem you wear (the 
“ G ”)' y ou shall know that the Masonic obligation of assistance 
is no vain formula;” I introduced myself, walked with him down 
opposite Barnura’s, and left him, after brightening up his eye and 
cheering his heart. 

Dropping in at the lunch-room tinder the Museum, I saw my 
diminutive friend (everybody’s friend) Stratton, vulgarly styled 
“Tom Thumb.” He is a “thirty-third,” now, and feels as big 
as Welch himself. He wears the ring with the emblem. He 
says he is shortly to take 90 degree in the Rite of Memphis. It 
will be the death of him. His* spine will be crushed in under 
such a weight of dignities. I know a man who had luxuriant 
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locks of hair before incurring those fearful responsibilities, and 
now Sterling’s “ Ambrosia” has no effect on him. He is bald as 
a bombshell. If you have any influence with Tom, warn him in 
season. Imagine the General dating his correspondence “ 000,- 
000,000 !” 

Well, I went on down to where that Life Insurance Company 
is investing its surplus these war times, in erecting a marble 
palace, before I met another emblem. It was worn by a genuine 
working man, a man with a tin pail, going home. Evidently his 
wife was expecting him, probably his babies; for I winked right 
in his face, and pointed to the “trowel” on his breat, but like 
Byron’s Gladiator, “ his thoughts were far away,” and he didn’t 
see me. I couldn’t help thinking that if anybody had a right to 
wear a mark, it was one of that sort, the sturdy, hard-working, 
independent laborers. I am told that in the Navy Yard, Brook- 
lyn, there aue more than one hundred Masons employed, and that 
everyone wears a Masonic breast-pin. All the better. Who has 
a better right ? 

But, hallo ! while looking in through the railings of old Trinity, 
I find a grave-stone some 7Q years old, bearing the “mystic 
device and to another, and another ! Why, old Trinity must 
have been all Masonic in those days. How is that, Mr. Editor? 
None of the newer monuments in the grave-yard of Trinity have 
Masonic emblems. Does the peal no longer chime “ Low XII ” 
as formerly ? I love to stroll past the venerable fane of a Sunday 
morning, when in town, and hear them. 

And here is a Masonic emblem worn by a colored pusson. 
Fact, as sure as I am your “eccentric contributor,” whose real 
name is sought for with such avidity. A colored Mason ! Well, 
Dr, Oliver says one of the pillars of the porch was painted black. 
What does that symbolize ? And the librarian of the Cosmopoli- 
tan Masonic Literary Association — a good institution that — 1 am 
glad to see so manyt visitors when I go there — the librarian shows 
me proceedings of the Colored Grand Lodge, <fce. 

But here comes the Senior Deacon of my lodge in post haste. 
I will tell you his message in my next. Poor Brother Benedict 
is dead, and I must prepare to attend bis burial. Yottrs, surrep- 
titiously, G. G. 


Give the Young Men a Chance. — The older members of 
Grand Lodges do not gracefully enough give way to the young. 
They should cherish their zeal, and turn it in the right direction. 
Their too frequent neglect of this makes a warfare in Grand 
Lodges between the old and young which is painful to witness* 
Give the young men a chance — if not, they will take it. 


# 
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Sketch of the Masonic Historian, Sidney Hayden, of Athens, 
Pennsylyania, 

The task of exhuming long-buried and forgotten facts in his- 
tory, is one that is tolerable to but a few. In American Masonic 
history we have had no name to place by the side of Preston in 
this department, save that of the subject of the present sketch, 
Hon. Sidney Hayden, of Athens, Pa. Born March 1 , 1813, this 
gentleman is devoting the latter years of his life to the laudable 
enterprise of rescuing from oblivion the memory of revolutionary 
and pre-revolutionary worthies who handled the gavel and the 
square. lie will shortly present, before the reading world of 
Masons, a full volume of sketches of such. One of them, the 
Masonic Biography of the Chieftain Brant, was issued in 1863, 
and is an admirable proof of the precision and accuracy of its 
author. 

A very considerable ponion of Judge Hayden’s labors have 
been given to the Masonic history of George Washington, the 
results of which will probably form a volume by itself, a volume 
more needed, we would say, as a contribution to Masonic litera- 
ture, than anything else that can be offered. A great number of 
interesting details, concerning the venerated Washington, have 
already been collected towards perfecting this work. 

It is to be earnestly hoped that the Masonic fraternity, by a 
generous purchase of the various productions of Judge Hayden, 
will keep the indefatigable explorer in the field. We have no 
substitute for his patient^ plodding spirit, no one who, like him, 
will assiduously pursue a fact, cleanse it from the dirt of genera- 
tions, weigh it, and remorselessly reject it if unworthy. — Free - 
masoji’s Almanac. ' 


The Poetry or Masonry. — An intelligible view of •the 
poetry of Masonry may be gathered from its general principles. 
It inoculates brotherly love amongst all mankind, it tends to 
soften the hardness of an exclusive feeling towards tfyose who 
differ from us in our views of religion and politics, although it 
allows no discussions on either one or the other; it suppresses 
tne attachment to class, the which is the bane of all other insti- 
tutions, and by the purity of its sentiments it harmonizes the 
mind, ameliorates the disposition, and produces that genuine feel- 
ing of benevolence and Christian charity which “ suffereth long, 
and is kind, and envieth not, vaunteth not itself, is not easily 
puffed up, doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own,, 
is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil, rejoiceth not in iniquity 
but rejoiceth in the truth, beareth all things, and endureth all 
hings.” 
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In Memory of Brother George P. Morris. 

The death of America’s greatest song-writer, George P. Morris, 
calls for more than a passing notice from the Masonic press. This 
distinguished author was not less attentive to Masonic than to 
other duties, and we should be ungrateful did we not, as a Fra- 
ternity, wreathe the acacia with the asphodel that crowns his 
coffin, and marks the general sorrow at his loss, It may empha- 
tically be said of him that his memory is embalmed in song. To 
him it was given to observe the precept in Isaiah 23-16, “ Make 
sweet melody ; sing many songs that thou mayest be remem- 
bered,” and in our thoughts of him we may well apply l^e lines 
of Byron : 

“ Bright be the turf of thy tomb : 

May its verdure like emeralds be : 

There should not be a shadow of gloom. 

In aught that reminds us of thee ; 

Young flowers and an evergreen tree 
Should bloom on the place of the rest. 

But nor Cyprus, nor yew let us spo — 

For why should we mourn for the blest V 

Brother Morris was born at Philadelphia, Oct. 10th, 1802, and 
died at New York, July 6th, 1864, aged 62 years. He commenced 
his literary career nearly fifty years ago, having established the 
New York Mirror as early as 1823, the Mew Mirror in 1843, and 
the Home Journal in 1846. His Masonic. Ode commencing, 
“ Man dieth and wasteth away,” is one of his best productions. 


— The following is from the eccentric Dow : 

The Book of the Law. — The book of the law — original copy 
was burnt — only one transcript copy in existence — and only a few 
individuals knew where that was. Hence how near the book of 
the law came of being lost out of the world ! Then darkness 
would have remained on the subject of creation, with the origin 
and history of man ! But to prevent a similar occurrence from 
happening, synagogues were built, and each one was furnished 
with a copy transcribed from the one preserved by the Masons, 
and restored to Ezra the priest — whjeh must have been the trans- 
cript copy written by David. For there is no evidence of there 
ever having been any other . , 
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Concerning the Ceremonial of Masonry, 

“A constant ritualistic service becomes wearisome from inevit- 
able repetition.” Thus writes the editor of a widely circulated 
religious paper. On exceedingly good terms with himself and 
his own opinions, he makes this ex-cathedra announcement when 
speakings of another denomination, whose simple yet sublime 
liturgical form of worship, has descended to us, through Ijhe far 
generations, from the storied long ago. Not to defend a liturgi- 
cal form of divine ^ervice, do we quote from the paper aforesaid ; 
but to put aside the “ bare bodkins” of those luke-warm Masons 
who, in substance, say the same thing with regard to the exem- 
plification of the degrees in Masonry. 

k ‘ To him who in love of Masonry holds , 

Communion with her visible forms, she speaks 
A various language ; for his gayer hours 
She has a voice of gladness, and a smile 
And eloquence of beauty, and she glides 
Into his darker musings, with a mild 
And gentle sympathy, that steals away 
Their sharpness, ere he is aware :” 

, The men who tire of the “ inevitable repetition ” there neces- 
sarily must be in the u forms and ceremonies of Masonry The 
men who always crave permission “to retire” when the drama 
is ended, and the lesson of the* degree is about to be taught the 
solemnized neophyte — a course which can only be paralelled by 
that of the church member, who attentively listens to songs of 
Zion, and the fervent invocation, which inaugurate the service, 
and then hastens away when the sermon begins ; — these are not 
the men 

— who in Love of Masanry hold 
Communion with her visible forms.” 

To them “ she speaks no various language,” but on the con- 
trary her ceremonial sounds in their dull ears like a twice told 
tale, or the incurious repetition of the educated parrot/ In Ma- 
sonry, as in science, 

“ A little learning is a dangerous thing;” 
and the remainder of the well-known couplet contains a lesson 
which every master should iterate and reiterate in the ears of the 
members of his Lodge : 

“ Drink deep, or taste not the Pierian spring.” 

To that end is it important that the Master Builder should draw 
no unartistic designs upon his trestle-board. To that end iis it 
needed that he who wields the authoritative gavel should be well 
fitted by cultivation and patient study ; by ardent love of “ the 
noble science and the Royal Art by natural and actjhiiW elo- 
cutionary ability ; and by deep appreciation of, and reverence 


Digitized by LiOOQle 



318 Masonry is of the Future . 


for, the eloquent symbols whose teachings he points out and un- 
folds, — well fitted by these to impress such lessons upon the 
neophyte as will go with him to the grave, and through all his 
Masonic history will blosom beautifully, and bear “the fruits of 
good living.” That Brother is, after all, not to be censured, who 
can not 'bear to hear the oft-repeated lessons of Masonry rehearsed 
•in a hesitating and unimpressive, a blunder-filled and hurried 
style ; for the sameness thereof, and the vicious subject fanner, 
are as distasteful to a Mason of discernment, and seem as farcical, 
as would be a paraphrase, done in the style of the “ Harp of a 
thousand strings,” of one of Bishop Simpson’s eloquent sermons. 

The more deeply a Mason digs for “ hid treasures ” in the un- 
fathomed mines of Masonic lore, the more reverent of Masonry 
he becomes. The more exact his knowledge of her ritual, the 
more intensely glows his love for her historic symbolism. His 
“ attentive ear ” is never indifferent to lessons inculcated by 
“instructive tongues.” In his eyes the forms of Masonry are 
ever varying in their winning beauty as the prismatic views of 
the Great Architect’s “ Bow of Promise;” and his heart never 
wearies of her ritualistic repetitions, but they come to him like 
the memory of the old familiar hymn sung by his sainted mother 
in his boyhood — which never palls, is ever new, and, to the re- 
flecting man, is an amulet which shields him from the approaches 
of vice. — Guilbert. 


Masonry is of the Future. 

f 

If Masonry stopped with the teaching of truth, vand the incul- 
cation of virtue, with- reference to this life alone, the system would 
necessarily be imperfect, and it would doubtless ere this been 
numbered with the things that were. Its crowning glory, as well 
as its greatest element of stability, is the belief that it teaches ns 
in the immortality of the soul. We are led to look at life as a 
rough and rugged road, beset with dangers and trials and perils, 
where every thing we hold dear must often be sacrificed in de- 
fense bf imperiled right. We are led to regard the grave as the 
end of all earthly hopes and aspirations, and death as the great 
leveller. We realize that 

“All that beauty, all that Wealth e’er gavo, 

Await alike the inevitable hour : 

The paths of glory lead but to the grave.” v 

But we are also taught to look beyond the tomb to a new life, 
the beginning of which shall be the beginning of perfect happi- 
ness and perfect knowledge — where we shall be taught truths as 
yet darjt apd incomprehensible to us. 
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How Far Masonry Changes. 


And yet Masonry has changed, and is still changing. That 
operative Mteonry has existed since the first dawn of civilization 
and art in tne world, is unquestionable. That Tubal-Cain, the 
first master workman in metals and minerals, knew many of its 
mysteries and its practical art, we have th6 best reason to believe. 
It is certain that the Pyramids were built in conformity to its 
teachings, and inscribed with its insignia and emblems. Upon 
the ruined arches and pillars of Ninevah, Babylon and Thebes, 
are found indubitable evidence of its existence at the time of 
their construction. It is our belief, however, founded upon the 
laborious researches of the craft, that it was not till the comple- 
tion of the Temple of Solomon, that glory and beauty of the 
world, that speciilative Masonry had its beginning. At that period 
was the ideal first blended with the actual. It was not until then, 
that as the rough stone of the quarries, under the hammer of the 
craftsman, gradually assumed the proportions and beauty of the 
perfect ashler, it spoke to the heart of something more than* a 
block of stone prepared for an earthly use. Then it first became 
a type and symbol of that state of perfection at w r hich we hope 
to arrive, by a virtuous education, our own endeavors, and the 
blessing of God ; so that now, when we, as speculative Masons, 
gaze on the perfect ashler, it represents to us that ideal of manly 
and Christian virtue, which we fail to catch even by the study of 
the most finished statuary, the most life-like and glowing produc- 
tions of the sculptor. Then it was that the workman’s apron 
first became to the Mason an ever-present and suggestive badge 
of innocence ; and the craft were taught to look away from the 
earthly temple, reared by the rules of their art, to that spiritual 
temple, not made with hands, eternal iri the heaven's, whose 
builder and mailer is the Supreme Architect of the Universe. 

From that day to the present, Masonry has been ever chang- 
ing, ever progressive, in that while all its ancient landmarks have 
been jealously guarded and preserved, it is constantly teaching to 
the craft new ideas of life, and unfolding to them new and sub- 
lime visions of beauty. 

Thus, it is emphatically a progressive institution ; and here we 
have the true idea of Conservatism and Radicalism. In these 
days, when radical ideas ihake such rapid progress, we are apt to 
discard the teachings of the past with a sneer. It is easy to 
speak of men having been bound down by rigid ceremonials, and 
made the slaves of blind formulas. It is easy to characterize 
every institution that is not of the mushroom growth of the pre- 
sent, as a. sham and a delusion. Easy, too, to call our fathers 
bigots, and style ourselves the children of light. But Masonry 
teaches us that while we should carefully cling to every tljiiijg of 
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the past that is good, we shbtild also constantly and earnestly 
seek to deduce therefrom newtessons for thfe present ; that we 
should make all past acquisitions but stepping-stones to higher 
attainments. — 0. II. Platt . ^ 


King Alfred of England, 


In a British chronicle of this distinguished monarch, published 
about the year 1600, the following particulars are given. It will 
be remembered that Alfred was Grand Master of Masons in the 
year 900. 

“ The victorious prince, the studious provider of widows, 
orphans, aud poor people, most perfect in Saxon poetry, most* 
liberal, endowed with wisdom, fortitude, justice, and prudence, 
the most patient bearer of sickness, wherewith he was daily 
vexed, a most discreet searcher of truth in executing judgment, 
a most vigilant and devout prince, in the service of God, Alfred 
the twenty-ninth year aud sixth month of his reign, departed this 
life the twenty-eighth day of October, and is buried at Winches- 
ter, in the new monastery of his foundation. He founded a 
monastery of monks nt EtheiTmgsey, and another for nuns at 
Shaftsbury. He ordained the hundreds and tenths, which men 
call centuries aud cupings; he sent for Grimbald to come into 
England, that by his advice he might erect the study of good 
learning, clean decayed. By the counsel of Neotus lie ordained 
common schools, of divers sciences in Oxford, and turned the 
Saxon laws into English, with divers other books. 

He established good laws, by which he brought so great a 
quietness to the country that men might have hanged golden, 
bracelets and jewels at the cross-roads, and no man durst touch 
them for fear of the law. He always carried the Psalter in his 
bosom, that when he had any leisure he might read it over with . 
diligence. 

He divided the four and twenty hours of the day and night 
into three parts ; he spent eight hours in writing, reading, and 
praying ; -eight in provision of his body; and eight in hearing 
and dispatching the matters of his subjects. He divided his 
yearly revenues into two parts and the first he divided into three: 
one part he gave to his servants, the second part to his workmen, 
which were occupied in building, the third part to strangers. 
The second part of the whole he divided into four parts, the first 
part whereof he gave in alms to the poor, the second to monas- 
teries by him founded, the third to schools which he had erected, 
and gathered of many, both noblemen’s and other men’s, sons of 
his nation, the fourth part he distributed to the next monasteries 
ji all the English Saxon.” 
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EDITORIAL CHIT-CHAT, TIDINGS & INTELLIGENCE. 

[This department, to which we shall give, the present year, a large space, 
is made of extracts from our dnily correspondence, replies to queries, and 
brief notes of a literary aud general character. ] 


— Uniformity is absolutely essential to the prosperity of Ma- 
sonry; any one system is better than many. We may apply the 
words of a military authority, who said, “ Better one poor Gene- 
ral than two good ones,” and say, better one poor system of Work 
and Lectures than two good ones. But there can be no uniform- 
ity upon any modern system. Do you ask how we know ? Be- 
cause the thing has been tried in almost every jurisdiction for the 
last forty years, and in every case hqs failed , It always will fail w 

The system established by Webb aftei Preston, is the once uni- 
form method of this country , and the only one to which, as to & 
straight edge , every other in vogue may be applied fop rectifica- 
tion. As it is the oldest, so it is by many degrees the most inter- 
esting, the most historical, instiuctive, and impressive system 
known to the Craft, either in this country or in Europe. 

Men will not study Rituals unless they have some assurance that 
no future legislation will require them to unlearn, # They will pre- 
fer to do as the most of them have done for 40 years, viz.^ get 
their Masonry from unauthorized sources. We can not be more 
explicit. ’ • 

As the majority never learn more of the Rituals than the bare 
.means of recognition , it is above all things important that those 
means should be uniformly taught. 

The outside or public claim concerning Freemasonry is, that it 
ib worldwide or universal, universal in forms as in spirit. And 
it should be made so or else we falsify our asservations. Wo 
should look forward to the day when, 

1. All traveling brethren shall be oatechised alike ; 

2. Covenanted alike ; 

3. Lodges opened and closed alike ; 

3-yol. ii.— no. vn. < 
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4. Trials managed uniformly ; 

45. The dead interred alike ; 

6. The ceremonials of the Lodge uniform. When, , 

1. Every Lodge shall maintain its School of Instruction^ 

‘ 2. The officers of Grand Lodges shall be selected for their pro- 
ficiency in knowledge rather than zeal. 

3. The sessions of Grand Lodges shall be genuine sources of 
knowledge. 

— We have always viewed the 133d Psalm as a grand subject 
of Masonic paraphrase, but as yet but poorly worked up. Giles 
F. Yates has thus far given us the best Ode upon that theme, and 
yet his is not what we want. Neither is the following, but ’tis the 
best at the writer’s command. It is adapted to the air “ Shirland. , 

How pleasant is the scene, 

Where Masons kindly dwell ! 

Where mystic tapers burn serene 
And hymns fraternal swell. 

How good tire searching word 

That from the East descends ! 

It speaks the unerring Law of Goi> 

And richest grace attends. 

How strong the Mason-tie ! 

It holds the willing band ; 

’Tis wove in golden unity 

By God’s mysterious hand. 

How/ sacred is the place ! 

Behold He dwelleth here ! 

His dews descend in nightly grace 
Our loving Craft to cheer. 

— A Brother who had visited the Cosmopolitan Library, New 
York, and observed in the Index the immense variety and value 
of the collections already made, thus writes : “ What a treasury 
this library can be made in a few years ! Consider ; there are 
some ten thousand lodges of Freemasons upon the globe. Where 
one man was striving twenty years ago to impart Masonic infor- 
mation there are an hundred now ; there may be a thousand a 
few years hence. This library should be made sufficiently com- 
prehensive to hold the records of all these lodges, contributions 
from all these enlightened Masons, the portraits of all who inter- 
est themselves in its growth. It should be made to bear the same 
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relation to Masonry that the British Museum does to general 
knowledge. Our Institution, already rich in traditions and^he 
extent of its membership, will be prouder of its Library.# 

In reply to these thoughtful observations we remark, that we 
have seen this Library grow up, piece by piece, from the time 
when we procured a copy of the By-laws of the lodge in which 
we were initiated to this very week when we have added nearly 
a score of volumes to the collection.. The library has grown up 
as a great tree grows up from the acorn, gathering its atoms from 
every shower of rain and from every breezg. All parts of the 
Masonic world have been taxed to build up these collections. The 
by-laws of almost every lodge in the world may be found among 
them. Portraits of the dead whose virtues live in the hearts of 
th e livi ng, are found there. As we have sat alone at midnight, 
in flf?room where these collections are kept, we have almost seen 
the spirits of our great luminaries rise up around us, until the 
apartment was filled. It tills our heart with joy that we are the 
member of a society embracing so much learning and genius in 
its literary fold, and we feel more willing to do the work and bear 
the burdens of Masonry, w T hen we see who have gone before us, 
and who arc the companions of our journey. 

— These 12 gleams of light are from our daily reading and can 
not fail to be acceptable to all who will peruse them : 

Let us adopt the love of peace that Christ may recognize his 
own, even as we recognise Him to be the teacher of peace. 

Prayer is the weak man’s refuge and the strong man’s hope ; 
its power opens the heavens and closes the yawning of the pit. 

The shortest and surest way to live with honor in the world is 
to be in reality what we would appear to be. 

A proper secresy is the only mystery of able men ; mystery is 
the only secresy of weak and cunning ones. 

If a fool tell a secret, he tells it because he is a fool; if a knave 
knows one, he tells it whenever it is his interest to tell it. 

Vague, injurious reports are no men’s lies, but all men’s care- 
lessness. 

The longer the saw of contention is drawn the hotter it grows. 

Men with few faults are the least anxious to discover those of 
others. 

/ 
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Strong passions work wonders when there is stronger reason to 
cijrb them. 

If the ear of a friend is the sanctuary of evil reports, there 
alone ttfey are safely preserved. 

Nothing elevates us so much as the presence of a spirit similar 
yet superior to our own. 

A quiet mind, like other blessings, is more easily lost than gained. 

—We give you the following lines for the purpose you express* 
viz., tt To recite in connection with the Eastern Star Lectures,” 
though they are not very elegant in structure we must admit : 

I. 

She will not die as thief or murderer dies, 

Wh se fate but expiates his horrid crime; 

She will not veil her pure and loving eyes 
As fearing death, for hers is death sublime. 

Lo, with determined heart and eye she stands, 

Her face upturned toward Celestial lands l 

II. 

Pity the widow, desolate and poor, — 

These little parcels are her only store ; 

Meekly upou her breast she crosses them, 

Prophetio of the Cross of Bethlehem ! 

Turn looks imploringly into the sky, 

Where sits enthroned the pitying Deity. 


III. 

Nobly she stands a Queen ! the glittering band, 
Mark of a royal state, beneath ^er hand; 

She points the silken robe with peerless grace, 

Pure as her soul and pallid as her faoe ; 

Then reaches to the sceptre whence is drawn 
The kingly pardon she has bravely won. 

IY. ' 

Wildly her .bands are joined in form of love, 

As at the Saviour’s feet the Mourner lies ; 
Beseechingly she raises them above, 

While showers of tear-drops blind her languid eyes ; 
Then looks, and pleads, end supplicates his aid 
In words that win her brother from the dead. 

Y. 

Dying as Jesus died upon the tree — 

Was ever bum in sacrifice like hers 1 
Just as she passed to blest eternity. 

She prayed forgiveness on her murderers I 
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— We have at last issued our Masonic Odes and Poems, so long 
promised. It is a square 12mo, of 2Q0 pages, printed and bound 
in a style of elegance suitable for a gift book or a centre-table. It 
has 132 pieces, embracing all our poetical productions, written 
prior to June last Amongst these are, The Cheerful Hour at 
High Twelve, The Mason’s Horae, The Level and the Square, 
The AuLd Lang Syne of Freemasonry, King Solomon’s Farewell, 
Cherishing the Pledge, The Broken Column, Death and the Grand 
Master, and the like. 

The present price of this book is $ 2 , 50 , but as the cost of book 
making continues to advance our rates must run parallel. Ad- 
dress Rob Morris, No. 545 Broadway, New York. 

— The Freemason’s Almanac for 1805 has also been issued. 
Price, 15 cts; direct as above. It is the handsomest of the series, 
and full to overflowing with good things. We expect a generous 
patronage from old friends, and will give them their money’s 
worth and something over. 

— Our old friend, and the public’s old friend and musical ca- 
terer, Horace Waters, of 481 Broadway, New York, keeps up an 
incessant and brilliant supply of new music. What Mr. Waters 
hasn t got isn’t worth having. Glancing at his tables last week 
we noted the following, which we marked as “good,” “better,” or 
“ best.” 

Songs. — The Dying Drummer, Give this to Mother, Sweet Lit- 
tle Nell, The Angels are Hovering Near, I’m Willing to Wait 
(comic), How Goes the Money (words by Saxe), What is Home 
Without the Children’ The Pure, the Bright, the Beautiful (by 
Fotyjr). * 

Waltzes. — Livingston Waltz, Starlight Waltz. Gen. Grant’s 
March, etc., etc. 

— The Masonic department of the N. Y. Sunday Dispatch , jso 
long and ably conducted by Hon. Robert D. Holmes, has recently 
come under the charge of John W. Simons, Esq., Past Grand 
Master, and a well-known writer. New vigor is already infused 
into it and we predict it is not altogether of the “ new broom’ 1 
that “ sweeps clean,” but that the well-tried pen of Bro. Simons k 
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will maintain the place his genius and industry have so fairly won. 
The Dispatch always was a good family paper, and to Freemasons 
particularly so. 

-^-The Civil War which has brought forth much that is touch- 
ing and beautiful from the muse, has elicited few pieces so touch- 
ing and beautiful as this : 

SOLDIERS* HYMN. 

There is a land where strife shall cease, 

- Where arms shall clash no more; 

Where all is calm content and peace ; v 
Lord bring us to that shore ! 

In the rough tent, in the wild tent, 

In the marches by the way, 

Be thou the soldier’s comforter, 

His strength, his staff, his stay. 

About the grayes of good men gone 
Make Thou the grass to shine ; 

Our armies lead to victory on, 

And make their victories Thine. 

In the rough tent, in the wild tent, 

In the marches by the way, 

Be Thou the soldier’s comforter, 

His strength, his staff, his stay. 

And when we’ve done with life’s events, 

When the dark shadows fall, 

Help us, 0 Lord, to strike our tejUs 
For the last march of all. 

To the sad tent, to the sick tent, 

T® the dying tent, come down, 

And gem the rough wood of the cross 
With the blossoms of the crown. 

— It was in the eleventh chapter of Nehemiah we found the 
word “ Ono,” which we made the subject of some lines directed 
to that stalwart Mason, Dr. Yail, of Rochester, N. Y. The ex- 
pression is, “ Ono, the valley of Craftsm^,” which is certdihly 
suggestive of thought. The writer is describing the various lo- 
calities where the Builders of Jerusalem abode. The rulers, the 
volunteers and the tenth men, chosen by lot, were all required to 
make their residence within the walls of the city, while the resi- 
due were distributed throughout the cities of Judah, every one in 
his own inheritance. Some of these were in “ Kirjath arba and 
the villages thereof.” Ev^ry other noted place is named within 
the large space about the city, and among them, as above, “ Ono 
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the valley of Craftsmen.” The “ Ono” of each Masonic brother 
is wherever the light and the social virtiies of Freemasonry are- 
best communicated. 

— Our views upon the “Dedication of Masonic Hall,” are suc- 
cinctly conveyed in the following paragraphs : 

“ X. The Order is erecting, or have recently erected, Masonic 
halls all over the country. A reference to a memorandum made 
bjtus on this subject shows that out of 124 Lodges, 89 have been 
erected within the past year, or are now erecting edifices for their 
own use. 

“ 2. The system of Ancient Craft Masonry, whigh is nearly uni- 
versal throughout the world, forbids Lodges meeting anywhere 
save on holy ground — that is to say — on ground or in apartments 
erected to God and dedicated to the holy Saint John. There are 
cases where poverty, or other emergency, occasion a violation of 
this prudent rule of the Order ; but such, we think, are not anal- 
ogous to those in which Lodge Halls haye been erected, or are 
now erecting for purely Masonic purposes. 

“ 3. The ceremonial of the dedication of Masonic Halls is most 
solemn and impressive upon the minds of the community that 
witness it. It tends to remove prejudice, so common in the pop- 
ular mind, and to satisfy the objections of those who doubt the 
religious tendency of our Masonic system. 

“ 4. The Brotherhood will feel more attachment to their Ma- 
sonic gathering-place if it is ceremonially dedicated.” 

— We have found a most singular and amusing difference in 
the appearance, the outside' show of Masonry, especially in the 
lodge-rooms. While some of them are splendid apartments, 
seemingly rivaling that of Solomon itself, some are indeed wretch* 
ed^bodes for the genius of our Order, and discreditable to any 
dignified institution. As a specimen of this sort we refer to one 
of our Masonic tales, “ The Lodge at Mystic,” the description of 
a lodge-room. Some who read it took it, no doubt, for a burlesque, 
but we assure you it is nothing of that sort. We can take any 
one of you to the tyler’s door of the very room we had in ourey# 
when we wrote it. 

— Since our remarks concerning the Rite of Memphis , on page 
221, we have entered the portals of that Society, and acquainted 
ourself with its forms and teachings. They are all proper and 
good. They are such as every lover of peace and concord, all 
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lovers of religion, all lovers of the sublime and beautiful will ap- 
prove. Those who desire information upon the subject will please 
write us. 

— It is contrary to our rule to publish in the Voice any, even of 
our own productions, which are not strictly Masonic. In the fol- 
lowing instance we deviate from the rule for special reasons. We 
wrote the following by request of the celebrated composer, Bro. 
Prof. Henry Tucker, of* New York: 

THE COLOR GUARD. 

Hurrah, thf» noble color- guard, 

How grandly they are led! 

Though many Ml by steel and ball, 

Right gallantly they trend ! 

Hurrah, the eagle points the way, 

At) d never b it said, 

Thnt living soldier fought to-day, 

Less bravely than the dead. 

Hurrah, through storms of shot and shell. 

The colors proudly fly ! 

Each soldier marks their progress well, 

And follows, though he d e; 

The dead behind, the foe before , 

Above the pitying sky. 

And ha’k, o’er all the cannon’s roar, 

Hurrah, ’tis victory ! 

The colors that so proudly flew, 

Are blackened now and torn ; 

The color-guard, al*s, how few 

Of dPll who stood the morn! 1 

But yet, hurrah, the foensen fly, 

The bloody day is wen. 

And other gal ant forms supply 
Their place whose deeds are done ! 

V 

— No man can rightly apprehend the truths of Masonry with- 
out having higher and clearer views of duty to God, lo his neigh- 
bor and himself. Here is found the true friend and faithful 
brother. Through life and in death, in health and in sickness,, 
in prosperity and adversity, in joy and in sorrow, the true Ma- 
son is a brother and a friend indeed. Who has stood by the 
grave of a departed brother, and seen and heard the impressive 
Masonic burial service, but has felt as the evergreen twig fell, 
mingled with tears, u^on his coffin, that there was a bond of 
sympathy and attachment between Masons that the world know* 
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not of — that the happiness of one caused the pulse of joy to 
beat in the hearts of all, and that each individual experieqce 
of sadness ||ttled like a dark shadow aroundi every other ? 

— The celebrated Washington letter is this: , 

December 28th, 1796. 

Fellow Citizens and Brothers of the G. Lodge of Pennsylvania: 

I have received your address with all the feelings of brotherly 
affection mingled with those sentiments, for the Society, which it 
was calculated to excite. 

To have been, in any degree, an instrument in the hands of 
Providence, to promote order and union, and erect upon a Rolid 
foundation the true principles of government, is only to have 
shared with many others in a labor, the result of which, let us 
hope, will prove through all ages, a sanctuary for brothers and a 
lodge for. the virtues 

Permit me to reciprocate your prayers for my temporal happi- 
ness, and to supplicate that we may all meet hereafter in that 
eternal temple, whose builder is the great Architect of the Uni- 
verse. G. WASHINGTON. 

— To delineate the practice of Masonry is an end that can 
scarcely fail to command the good wishes of all who love the 
Craft or the cause. To do it in language simple and easily un- 
derstood secures a wider range of readers, and, consequently, of 
usefulness. To select illustrations of an every-day character, will 
be most likely to awaken a 9pirit of emulation in the minds of 
readers : and these three ideas form the key to our Magazine. 

That the literature of Freemasonry is deficient in that depart- 
ment that professes to teach theory by example , may be seen by 
a glance at Masonic Bibliography. There are rich treasures of 
lore in its History. Its Philosophy has authors in abundance. Its 
Poetry has not been neglected. Even its Jurisprudence lifts i\p 
its head through several works of more or less merit. But in 
Tales, and Sketches, and Practical Illustrations, of the influence 
of Masonic sentiments upon the characters of men, there is a la- 
mentable deficiency. The avidity with which such works as 
“The Lights and Shadows of Freemasonry,” “Life in the Trian- 
gle,” and “The Two Saint Johns,” have been welcomed, is the 
best evidence that the Craft have felt this want. 


Digitized by L,ooQle 



330 


Editorial Chit-Chat , etc. 


— We think that Judge Lewis, in his v Report on Foreign Cor- 
respondence, written the present year for the Grand Lodge of 
New' York, has not done himself, or the cause he advocates, ’jus- 
tice in saying, “ The Triangle is au obscure German paper, pub- 
lished iii this country ; we confess that we never saw the sheet 
and did not know of its existence until we found it mentioned in 
the protocols of the Grand Lodge of Hamburg.” This is unwor- 
thy of so good a writer as Judge Lewis, the Chairman, we believe, 
of the Committee on History, of the Grand Lodge of New Yopk. 
The Triangle is one of the best-edited Masonic Journals in the 
world, and while we do not approve of its conclusions on the 
question, “New York vs. Hamburg,” yet we do approve of the 
general spirit of good-fellowship, sound learning, and historical 
knowledge evinced in its columns. 

— The following is the paraphrase of the opening section of 
“ The Ancient Charges,” for which you enquired : 

A Mason’s tenure that doth draw 
Binds him to keep the Moral Law ; 

Forbids him ’neath the All-Seeing Eyh 
S tupid to doubt or bold deny ; 

. i And leaving his opinions free, 

Holds him both Good and True to be. 

This makes the Lodge like that above, 

Center of Union and of Love ; 

Brings light from the far-distant East, 

To bless the regions of the West ; 

Drives enmity and discord forth 

And spreads true friendship o’er the earth. 

— Tfye best of the puzzles used in the last generation, though it 
never was any part of the lectures, is neatly set off in the follow- 
ing Epigram : 

’Twas in those days — to speak laconic, 

Call’d from the plague, Autimasonic, 

A certain Squire — I name no name, 

Great — among little men — in fame, 

A kind of petty politician, 

Sent to make converts on a mission. 

Was boasting to a gaping crowd, 

Of seerets he could tell aloud, 

Of Lodges where he- oft had been, 

And sights of horror he had seen ; 

When one, who knew the Impostdr well, 

Just spoke, and dumb the fellow fell, 

“ Tell me, for sure you must know that, 

Where does the Master hang his hat t” 
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— After a vast deal of practice we discovered what we might 
hare seen much sooner : that poetical recitations awaken and 
maintain the attention of an audience far better than prose* 
while they engrave upon the memory the very things that ^re 
desirable to be remembered. Freemasonry is not only full of 
poetical subjects, it is itself a subject for poetry J nay rn'ore, it is 
poetry . Its emblems, traditions, covenants and ceremonies are 
so many epics, properly viewed. . 

You can not say too much or think too much of Salem Town. . 
He was the best man we ever knew. He was the living exem- 
plar of Freemasonry. Every virtue alluded to in 9 Masonic 
tool, jewel or emblem was personified in his daily life and con- 
duct. 

To the far-distant shore, the utter past, 

He was our link ; he brought us all the good 
There was in old-time things and made them good 
By his example ! Now our bark has slipped 
Its moorings and we try the unknown sea, 

Assured that when the haven of peace is found. 

Where’er it be, we shall regain our lost ! 

Oh truest man, one in a thousand men ! 

Oh generous heart ! oh trusty, faithful heart ! 

How in our hearts indelibly is drawn 
The record of thy virtues, many and pure, 

Twin-record with the register in heaven, 

Whose penman is, oh joy, the Omniscient God! 

He made our Brother, made him of the clay 
So sacred henceforth to virtue and to us ! 

— There is a worse thing than death, and the poet has well 
said : 

“ They leave us one by one — 

And oh, more blest than they 
Who are constrained to linger on, 

Unto the close of day. 

Yet it is not for them our tears 
Exhaust their bitter dew ; 

It is the living claim our fears — 

The living, ah, how few.” 

— The brethren in your lod^jp have perfectly exemplified the 
benevolent spirit of the passage from Duet., xv, 7. 8 : . 

If there be among you a poor man r of one of thy brethren 
within any of thy gates in the land which the Lord thy God 
giveth thee, thou shalt not harden thy hearf nor shut thine 
hand from thy poor brother : but thou shalt open thine hand 
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wide unto him and shalt surely lend him sufficient for his need 
in thaf. which he wanteth. 

— The right to reject an applicant for initiation, advancement, 
or affiliation, is one that must not be questioned by any rule of 
the Lodge, or edict of the Master. If a member “ demands 
further information before he can suffer the degree to be con- 
ferred ” he must have it, and further proceedings must be stopped 
until he has it. The question of character is not definitely set- 
tled by the report of a committee — far from it. The committee 
is only appointed to open . the way for inquiry , and to arrive at 
facts not Opposed to be attainable by the body of the Lodge. 
It is when the committee has reported, that the inquiry on the 
part of the members properly begins, the committee having fur- 
nished them the means of doing so. In the best Lodges, as soon 
as the committee’s report has been read, the Master addresses 
the Lodge, and “ calls for information upon the character of the 
applicant,” before balloting. 

Any action of the Lodge which is not in itself irreversible, 
may be reconsidered and reversed before the Lodge is closed. 
Thus, a committee has reported adversely upon a petition, but 
before the Lodge is closed they ask for further time to report 
They may be allowed further time. 

— As applicable to the subject of your communication, we fully 
endorse the sentiments of Spurgeon : “ A man’s force in the 

world, other things being equal, is just in the ratio of the force 
and strength of his heart. A full-hearted man is always a power- 
ful man; if he be erroneous, then he is powerful for error; if the 
thing is in his heart, he is sure to make it notorious, even though 
it may be a downright falsehood. Let a man be never so igno- 
rant, still if his heart be full of love to a cause, he becomes a 
powerful man for that object, because he has heart power, heart- 
force. A man may be deficient in many of the advantages of 
education, in many of those niceties which are so much looked 
upon in society ; but once give him a good strong heart, that 
beats hard, and there is no mistake about his power. Let him 
have a heart that is full up to the brim with an object, and that 
man will dp the object, or else he will die gloriously defeated, 
and will glory in his defeat. Heart is power? 
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— You ask us to give you a brief set of our “ Masonic Don’t- 
Likes.” Let the following suffice : 

We don't like the Masonry that wears the saint before one 
person, and the sinner before another. 

We don't like that Masonry that .takes the crumbs of the poor, 
and gives them to the rich. 

We don't like the Masonry thit lays aside Bible guidance, and 
“ fights the devil with fire.” 

We don't like the Masonry that only holds good one day in the 
month, and is only visible at the Lodge meetings. 

We don't like the Masonry that delights in scandal, instead of 
praise. 

— Where the Warden, in the Master’s absence, requests a 
Past Master to preside, the Warden is responsible for all that is 
done, and is bound to oversee and direct it in the channels indi- 
cated by the Constitution, By-laws, and Ancient Regulations. 
The Past Master presiding may, by the courtesy of the Warden, 
appoint committees, etc., but it is better that the Warden should 
do this. Drawing orders on the Treasurer shotild be done by 
the Warden. 

The Master, finding he must be absent, has no authority to 
designate another person to take his place ; the vacancy must 
be filled by the Warden, or some one appointed by the Warden. 

— “ 1. Should a* Secretary censure the records of a former 
Secretary, and enter it on the records, without an order from the 
Master, or the Lodge? 

“2. If he does, and the Lodge passes a vote of censure for 
the actyhas he a right to leave the Lodge without the usual cere- 
monies, and leave of the Master ? 

“ 3 . If he should do so, and refuses to pay dues in consequence 
of having voluntarily withdrawn from the Lodge, what should 
the Lodge do with him ?” 

1. No. T^ie Secretary can make no entry without an order 
from the Master. 

2. He has not. It is a gross insult to the Lodge. 

3 . Suspend him until he pays. 


Digitized by L,ooQle 



334 


Editorial Chit-Chat , etc . 


— 1. How can the Bible, square, and compass be reckoned 
both as furniture and jewels? 

“2. Is there rational proof that the two Saints John were. Ma- 
sons ? 

“ 3. Why should a Grand Master be permitted to choose his 
own Deputy ? 

“4. Why can not an installed officer be permitted to dimit? 

“ 5. Where did the Jews get any idea of tides? There are no 
tides in the Mediteranean Sea.” 

1. Read the 119th Psalm. Is not the Bible there made to fit 
every part and purpose of the grand moral and spiritual edifice? 

2. Yes. But it requires mo#e investigation than has been given 
to it. 

3. That if he dies, or Retires, his design may not be destroyed 
by falling into the hands of one ^ T hose views are not as his own. 

4. His installation covenant is for the whole term. 

6. In the Gulf of Akada, where King Solomon had his immense 
commerce. 

— There is no important benefit that can accrue to a Lodgeby 
obtaining an Act of Incorporation, while the confusion in juris- 
diction consequent upon the relation to the Legislature instead 
of the Grand Lodge may become serious. Your Grand Lodge 
(Kentucky) is incorporated and you can hold property in its 
name and behalf, which is the right, way to do. t 

— Self-reliance, based upon an earnest trust in God, is the mark 
of a good Mason. Read the sentiments of the poet : 

“ Who is it will not dare himself to trust ? 5 

Who is it hath not strength to stand alone ? 

Who is it thwarts and bilks the inward must ? 

He, and his works, like sand, from earth are blown !” 

— The idea that a Mason may enter into a Masonic body after 
it is opened who could not be present at its opening has no foun- 
dation, either in theory or good practice.. The only exception 
to this is the case of a candidate who enters to receive the 
degree. 

— Usage, in many Lodges, justifies the initiation of several 
candidates at the same time, but it livery bad policy, and should 
be abrogated. 
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— “ I have but one complaint to make against my Lodge,— we 
do not enforce the law against blasphemy sufficiently.” 

A serious complaint ; more serious, perhaps, than you have 
considered it. 

I 

— The examination of a Brother, preparatory to advancement, 
should never, under any circumstances, be dispensed with. Even 
the Grand Lodge has no authority here, for it is an ancient land- 
mark. 

— cc A diploma is ordered by the Lodge, but before it is made 
out the Master dies. Who should sign it in his place ?” 

The Senior Warden, who, in that event, append^ 2 )ro to 
liis name. 

— There are two methods of oppossing a Brother’s advance- 
ment, even after the ballot has been spread in his favor, either of 
which is effectual, viz : 

1. Rise in the Lodge and veto the Brother’s advancement 
This being done, that Lodge can never advance him while you 
are a member of it, without your express consent. 

2. Go to the Master privately, and veto the Brother’s advance- 
ment. The Master will then inform the Lodge, but without 
divulging your name, that further proceedings must be stopped, 
because a member lias objected to them. 

— Bro. John W. Leonard, formerly of the firm of Jno. W. 
Leonard & Co., New York, died at Atlanta, Ga., March 14, 
18(51. 

— Brother (3. F. Brower, formerly of Janesville City Lodge, 
Wis., and for several years an earnest, intelligent and devoted 
member of Bezer Lodge, McGregor, Iowa, and for two years its 
Master, died suddenly at Nashville, Tenn., from inflammation of 
the bowels, on the 22d of June, 1 864. 

—Brother Abner Ellison, of Evening Star Lodge, No. 04, 
Darlington, Wis., died April 6th, A. L. 5864. He ‘was a most 
worthy Mason and a Christian man, and died with the hope of 
going to the Grand Lodge above, and lie was buried with all the 
honors of Masonry, 
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Standard Notices. 

i 

The various changes in editors and publisher, during the past year, require 
that we should m»ke the following standard notice, viz : 

All correspondence of the Voice of Masonry, whether editorial or other- 
wise, and all orders for the Miniature Monitor must be addressed to Bro. J. C. 
W. Bailey, 128 and 130 Clark St., Chicago, Illinois. This will be invariable. 
Bro. Bailey will forward to Bro. Rob Morris, at New York City, such of 
the correspondence hs is strictly editorial. 

No further copies of the Hubbard Observance can be furnished. Those who 
wish for the Eastern Star Manual may write to Bro. Rob Morris,' at New York 
City. 

Masonic Law and Usage. — We will continue to reply to questions upon 
these subjects. But our correspondents must enclose po tage stamps to cover 
expenses of postage ai d stationery. We can not any longer endure the bur- 
den of furnishing both time and money without return. A few stamps from 
each correspondent will not be felt by them, but will make to uj a difference 
of many hundred dollars a year. 

1nceea8B oue SuB8CBiPTioN Lists. — Every reader of the Voice is an au- 
thorized agent for it, and we look to such to enlarge our circulation. If each 
of our present patrons would secure only one more subscriber , the gain to us 
would be immense. Brethren : remember the needs of the hard-pressed 
publisher, and give him the aid of jour purse and influence. 

Advertisements. — We solic.t advertisements for our Business Sheet. Our 
circulation is unequalled by any other Masonic journal; we reach the best 
Masons in every Lodge ; our terms are as low as any, and we solicit adver- 
tising patronage accordingly. 

Uniformity of RiTUALs.~The work of general and thorough Uniformity 
in Rituals is advancing day by d*y with an irresistible momentum. Vain are 
denunciations ; vain the torrents of abuse and calumny. The most consider- 
ate, the most conservative members of the fraternity, men who never united 
in a Masonic effort before, are uniting in this, while the masses of the breth- 
ren are resolved to have nothing less than general and thorough uniformity. 
We invite the correspondence of all who revere the ancient landmarks. 

Copies of Proceedings, Addresses, Bylaws, &c.,&c., are solicited, as here- 
tofore. Address : t hem to care of Bro. Bailey, as above. Give us early no*- 
tices of deaths', casualties, celebrations, festivals, &c., Ac. 

The office of Bro. Rob Morris has been permanently established at No. 545 
Broadway, New York. 
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• Funeral Ceremonies. 

The duty of honoring the interment of Masonic brothers, de- 
ceased, in good standing, by ancient ceremonials, touching and 
impressive in outward appearance, and solemn in their secret allu- 
sions, is one of the most important, as it is the most difficult that 
devolves upon the Master of the Lodge. The influence of such a 
Masonic Burial upon the minds of surviving brethren and the 
public is powerful and permanent. It involves the public en- 
dorsement of the life and character of the departed. None may 
have this save Master Masons, members of lodges at the time of 
decease, and those who are known to have desired such a public* 
manifestation of Masonic respect. 

In those lodges where the Funeral Service is properly and im- 
pressively performed great value is attached to the privilege of 
Masonic Burial. Brethren, whose reduced circumstances would, 
otherwise induce them to demit from their various lodges, remain 
in membership to the very end of life. The 1 ast token of Ma- 
sonic respect is too preoious to be forfeited. Can we doubt that 
many are preserved in the ways of virtue by the same strong* 
•craving for posthumous respect? ^Ve have known more than 


Digitized by LiOOQle 



338 


Funeral Cereinonies . 


one elderly person to attach himself, in the latter end of life, to 
the Masonic Order through the wish to share in these coveted 
honors. See how almost all the modern Imitative Societies have 
borrowed our usage in regard to the burial of their dead ! 

The system of Masonic Burial introduced by Cross, is lame in 
the omission of that part which makes it necessary to perform a 
service in the Lodge, privately , before going to the grave. Webb 
in his system, divided the Burial Service, as he did the Dedica- 
tion' and Installation Services, into esoteric antf exoteric . Later 
writers, following Crdss’ Chart, have destroyed this analogy, and 
in so doing have destroyed much of the effectiveness of the Fu- 
neral Rite. Among the subjects of “ Restoration,” to which 
many are turning, this is one of importance. 

We think the practice of introducing modern systems, such as 
Knight Templary, etc., into the Burial Service ought to be depre- 
cated. Having made a fair trial of more than seven years, of 
Judge Lewis’ New York Knight Templars’ Burial Service, we 
are constrained to confess it a failure, not from any fault of the 
writer, for it transcends in beauty and sublimity any other form- 
ula extant, but because it takes from the Master Mason (whose 
theory is essentially a funeral one) the interment of his dead, thus 
destroying the symbolism and analogy of his entire system. 


Restrictions. — When the Temple at Jerusalem was comple- 
ted, King Solomon, being desirous to transmit the Society under 
the ancient restriction as a blessing to future ages, decreed that 
whenever they should assemble in their lodges to discourse upon 
and improve themselves in the arts and sciences, and whatever 
else should be deemed proper topics to increase their knowledge, 
they should likewise instruct each other in secresy and prudence, 
morality apd good fellowship ; and for these purposes he estab- 
lished certain peculiar rules and customs to be invariably observed 
in their conversations, that their minds might be enriched by a 
perfect acquaintance with, and practice of, every moral, social 
and religioils, duty, lest, while they were so highly honored by 
being employed in raising a temple to the great Jehovah* they 
should neglect to secure themselves a happy admittance into tfie 
celestial lodge, of which the temple was only to be a type.— 
Caleott ’ 
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, * Vahie of tiie Sabbath. 

Amongst the precipe lesgqns conveyed in the Masonic Lec- 
tures, none is better impressed than that of the value of the Sab- 
bath, We therefore seb&e with avidity upon whatever corroborates 
our position in relation to it. The following explaining the phys- 
ical value df the Sabbath is well put together : 

1. The simple rest from labor, by which wearied bodily powers 
may be restored, makes this institution beyond estimate value. 
Week-day efforts run the machine down : the Sabbath winds it up. 

2. The reaction upon the body of, the rested, refreshed and 
enlivened mental powers which Sabbath rest secure, is of great 
value to the physical system. 

3. The cleanliness which a well-kept Sabbath always brings, ii* 
connection with changing of apparel, etc., is evidently favorable 
to health and vigor. 

4- The honore<ji Sabbath powerfully repulses every species of 
vicious indulgence, and favors all those virtuous habits which sp 
strongly befriend men’s physical welfare. 

5. The most satisfactory experiments have shown that a vastly 
greater amount of physical labor can be accomplished with the 
rest and refreshment of the Sabbath than can be without it. 

f>. The same has been verified in reference to laboring animals 
such as horses, oxen, etc. Hence the laws of the Sabbath ex- 
pressly mentioning them, “ Thou, nor thy cattle.” 

7. Every species of human industry is befriended by the Sab- 
bath’s regularity, returning rest, restoring wasted powers, invigo- 
rating wearied faculties, and putting the human engine in proper 
order for the demands made upon it by the succeeding labors of 
the week. 

Hence both the wisdom and benevolence of God beam forth in 
the institution of the Sabbath. Hence, too, Sabbath violation is 
wrong done to one of the best friends of the weary and suffering 
inhabitants of the world. 

Regularity. — He only is acknowledged as a Free and Ac- 
cepted Mason who has been initiated into our ! mysteries in a cer- 
tain manner, with the assistance of, and under tjie superintendence 
of at least seven Brethren, and who is? able to prove that he has 
been regularly init&tect by the ready uso of those signs and words 
which are used by the other Brethren. — Charter of Colne. 
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Faithful Unto Death. 


BY Ro£ MORRIS, LL. D. 


“ Be thou faithful unto death and I will give thee a crown of 
ife .” — Revelations n, 10. 

Faithful to the trust imposed — 

Holding in an honeat heart 
Secrets, to the true disclosed, 

Laws from which we ne’er depart, 

Be thou faithful unto Death, 

And thou shalt have a Crown of Lifb. 

Active as the Master was 
In all deeds of charity, 

Sowing as the farmer sows, 

Freely o’er the fruiiful lea, 

Be thou Faithful unto Death, 

And thou Bhalt have a Crown of Life. 

» 

Chaste and pure in virtue’s way, 

Spotless as the Lambskin worn, 

In the mystical array. 

Pore as very dews of morn, 

Be thou Faithful unto Death, 

And thou shalt have a Crown of Life. 



Honest with thy neighbor’s store, 
Wronging none, o’erreaching none, 
Timely warning him before 
Danger falls and hope is gone, 

Be thou Faithful unto Death, 

And thou shalt have a Crown of Life. 

Bearing up our earthly Cross, 

Patient, humble, meek 'and true, 

Taking cheerfully the loss, 

Gratefully the wages due, 

Be thou Faithful unto Death, 

And thou shalt have a Grown of Lira. 

Soon the Sabbath will appear, 

End of sorrow, pain and wrong, 

Only six days labor here, 

Can ye not endure so long ! 

Be thou Faithful unto Death, 

And thou bhalt have a Crown 6f Lira. 
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Masonic Events that Occurred in August. 


BIRTHS OP PERSONS WHO BECAME DISTINGUISHED MASONS . 1 ' 

1804, 4th, James M. Howry. 1062, 5th, James Anderson. 1 
1820, 5th, Henry C. Lawrence. 1821, 11th, William B. Lang- 1 
ridge. 1771, 15th, Walter Scott 1813, 16th, Nelson Prentiss/ 
1794, l/th, Robert P. Dunlap. 1813, 24th, William M. Wilsdn. 
1822, 2**h, John 0. Baker. 1826, 25111, W. J. Millard, Jr. 
1829, 25th, N. F. Cooke. 1797, 27th, William C. Barker. 1831^ 
28th, James Cruikshank. 1818, 31st, Rob Morris. . I 

INITIATIONS OP MASONS AFTERWARDS DISTINGUISHED. ? 

1800, 7th, John B. Hammett. 1738, 15th, Frederick the Great. 1 
1842, 15th, D. S. Goodloe. 1845, 25th, Henry C. Lawrence.* 
1850, 27th, Ira A. W. Buck. 

DEATHS OF WELL-KNOWN MASONS. 

1859, 11th, Moses Richardson. 1861, 13th, F. N. Porter. 
1786, 17th, Frederick the Great. 1858, 21st, Francis J. Oliver, 
P. G. M. of Mass. 1845, 23d, B. D. Crookshanks. 1841, 24th, 
Theodore Edmund Hook. 1855, 27th, Dempsey Carrell. 1835, 
30th, William T. Barry. 1842, 30th, D6n Pedro Legayray. .. 

CORNER STONES PLANTED. 

1785, 1st, South Bridge, Edinburgh, Scotland. 1738, 2d, New 
Royal Infirmary, Edinburgh, Scotland. 1845, 7th, Presbyterian 
Church, Victoria, C. W. 1840, 15th, Monument to Walter Scott, 
Edinburgh. 1826, 16th, Temple, Wheeling, Va. 1885, 20th, St. * 
Andrew’s Chapel, Ashton, England. 1820, 22d, City Hall, Wash-, 
ington, D. C. 1842, 24th, St. James Churoh, Vandreuil, C. E** 
1848, 26th, Hall, Vicksburg, Miss. 

EDIFICES, &C., MASONIC ALLY DEDICATED. 

1860, 15th, Church at Flemingsburgh, Ky. 1826, 31st, Ma- 
sonic Hall, Delhi, N. Y. 

I CASUALTIES. 

1852, 28th, Hall, Alexandria, La., burnt. 
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MASONIC GRAND BODIES ORGANIZED. 

1858, 2d, G. Consistory, Ark. 1862, 2d, G. Lodge, Colorado 
Ter. 1813, 5th, Supreme Council, 33° North. Juris, at N. York. 
1850; 7th, G. Chapter, Wis. 1854, 10th, G Chapter, Yt 1858, 
10th, G. Encampment, Cal. 1852, 20th, G. Consistory, Ky. 
1860, 23d, G. Coramandery, N. H. 1818, 25th, G. Lodge, Miss. 
1818, 27th, Prov. G. Chapter, Upper Canada. 

MISCELLANEOUS. ' 

1753, 4th, Washington raised. 1812, 6th, Duke of'Sussex, 
G. M. Grand Conclave, England and Wales. 1844, 6th, Grand 
Fete in honor of Burns, Ayr, Scotland. 1814, 7th, Twenty-five 
Freemasons incarcerated in Spain, 1750, 12th, First Lodge in 
Md. chartered. 1821, 12th, Freemasonry prohibited in Russia. 
1851, 16th, Conv. Oregon City, to est. G. L., Oregon. 1737, 20th, 
The last Masonic meeting in Rome, Italy. 1736, 24th, Wm. St 
Clair resigned Hereditary G. Mastership, Scotland. 1812, 27th, 
Obsequies Jos. H. Daviess, G. M., Ky. 1820, 29th, Henry Clay, 
G. M., Ky. 1854, 30th, Code of By-Laws (Morris’) pub. 1845, 
Masonic Congress at Steinbach, Germany. 


Cardinal Points. — The cardinal points of the compass have 
a peculiar significatioh amongst us, an^ particularly the east, west 
and south. The east is a place of light, and there stands the W. 
M.., a pillar of Wisdom, as a representation of the rising sun ; 
and as that luminary opens the glorious day to light mankind to 
their labors, so the W. M. occupies this station to open Lodge, 
and to employ and instruct the brethren in Masonry. The south 
is the station of another important officer, the pillar of beauty, 
who is placed in that quarter that he may be prepared to mark 
the sun at its meridian, to call the workmen from labor, and to 
recruit their strength by necessary refreshment and rest, that their 
toils may be resumed with renewed vigor and alacrity, without 
which neither pleasure nor profit can mutually result. In the west 
stands the pillar of Strength, to mark the setting sun, and close 
the labors of the day by command of the presiding officer; be- 
cause the declining luminary warns mankind of the necessity of 
repose, else our nature would sink under the effects of incessant 
toil, unrelieved by rest or recreation. 
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THE SISTER'S CHALLENGE. 
Is Freemasonry Practical? 


A MASONIC TALK, IN SIX PASTS, BY BOB MORRIS, LI.. D. 


PART THIRD. 

November is proverbially a cold, wet and ungrateful season* 
The efforts made by the great luminary of the day to warm and 
dry the earth are but poorly seconded. In fact that grand source 
of comfort is shabbily treated in the Autumn months at the best, 
his rays being absorbed by the fogs and his bright face veiled 
ftom sight by the clouds that persist in making everything som- 
bre, and everything miserable. So have we seen a lodge (did we 
say Grand Lodge ?) persist in interposing all manner of foggy, 
cloudy screens against the reception of light, and rather soak and 
gloom in its own November condition than acknowledge itself 
indebted to a foreign source for instruction. 

The Rev. Brother Dord is one of those men who can’t originate 
anything. His sermons are all borrowed. His exhortations come 
from him at second-hand. Even his prayers can be found in “Jay,” 
if anybody will take the trouble to look over that obsolete pro- 
duction. Even his family consists entirely of step-children, Mrs. 
X). having been the Widow Shanks with nine children. 

This being the well-known character of the man it is no won- 
der that the brethren came rather sparsely together at the third 
meeting, when they knew that the entertainment was to come 
from Bro. Dord’s lips. Even the ladies staid at home, all but six, 
and after waiting nearly an hour beyond the usual time, Brother 
Goldsborough blandly suggested to the clerical brother that “ per- 
haps we’d better postpone the meeting.” But said Dord, “ No, I 
have prepared myself for the occasion, and I see no reason Why 
those who have come out on this inclement day should be 
deprived of their entertainment because the rest have staid at 
home.” ■ 
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The “ entertainment” was then ordered to proceed, and Bro 
Dord pulled out a manuscript, and read the following good 
sketch : 

THE WIDOWED SISTER’S LODGE. 

There is much in the nomenclature of Masonic Lodges worthy 
of record. I have gathered up many curious statistics under this 
head. Many a noble deed is hidden under some lodge name, that* 
conveying no meaning to the uninformed, is significant, to those 
cognizant of the christening, of charity, fortitude, or undying 
truth. When the disciples were “ first called Christians at An- 
tioch,” the christening was not a matter of popular interest — to 
the mass, indeed, the x name must have fallen dead upon the ear ; 
but to the enlightened, to those who knew the story of the mira- 
cles, the supper, the agony, the crucifixion, the resurrection, and 
the ascension, the name Christian recalled incidents dear as the 
apple’s eye to the persecuted band ; pregnant, more than any 
other word that the language contained, with mournful, triumph- 
ant, deathless interest. 

/‘Jacob called the name of*tlie place Peniel ; for I have seen 
God face to face,” says the sacred record, “ and my life is pre- 
served.” “ Therefore was the name of it called Galeed spid Mis- 
pah; for he said, the Lord watch between me and thee when 
we are absent one from another.” “ He was afraid, and said, How 
dreadful is this place ! this is none other but the house of God, 
and this is the gate of heaven. And he called the name of that 
place Bethel “ He called that place Beersheba , because there 
they sware both of them.” “ Abraham called the name of that 
place Jehovah jireh ; and as it is said to this day, In the mount 
of the Lord it shall be seen.” “He called the name of the well 
Ezek, because they strove with him.” “ He called the name pf 
it Behoboth ; and he said, For now the Lord hath made room for 
US, and we shall be fruitful in the larid.” v 

These Scriptures, like all others, are for our instruction ; and 
surely there is an eminent propriety in entitling our lodges by 
names significant of God’s gracious dealings with us. If we adopt 
those of living or deceased benefactors of the Order, let us use 
those only ^hose worthiness will reflect oredit upon the system 
we profess to cultivate. Names so often in men’s mouths Should 
be good words. 
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Widowed Sister's Lodge was Worthily named, as you will ack- 
nowledge, when you are advised of the ciroumstances from which 
the cognomen was derived. Mrs. Page is the honored widow of 
an honored Mason of the ancient stock. She is of that class of 
Widows whom Paul credits with the epithet, “widows indeed,” 
and describes’ as “ trusting in God, and continuing in supplication 
and prayer night and day,” and to whom Timothy was exhorted 
to give special honor. She is not overburdened with the riches 
of this world; yet, by prudent foresight and management, she is 
enabled to keep her little family upon their inheritance, rising 
early and retiring late to secure this object. 

Of this estimable widow it shall be said, in her funeral eulogy, 
in the* words of th$ wise man: “When the ear heaid her, then it 
blessed her ; and when the eye saw her, then it gave witness to 
her : 

“ Because she'delivered the poor that cried, and the fatherless, 
and him that had none to help him. 

“ The blessing of him that was ready to perish came upon her, 
and she caused the widow’s heart to sing for joy. 

“ She was eyes to the blind, and feet was she to the lame. 

“ She was a mother to the poor.” * 

After the hurricane of political excitement which grew out of 
the disappearance of William Morgan had in part subsided, and 
men began to breathe again, with freedom, the same atmosphere 
with Masons, the Craft in and about the village of Spafford gath- 
ered together to inquire, Shall we revive the lodge or not ? Their 
temple was indeed in ruins; the Chaldeans had “broken down 
the wall of Jerusalem, and burnt all the palaces thereof with fire, 
and destroyed all the goodly vessels thereof.” Their furniture, 
books, charter, everything that could identify them as a lodge, 
were scattered broadcast and lost. They had forgotten the work, 
forgotten the lectures, alas ! in two instances, forgotten the 
principles of the institution which once they had vowed to cherish. 
But they retained, some of them, at least, the love of Masonry , 
and refiaembered, with a keen relish, the employments and enjoy- 
ments they had once experienced in its exercise. And when a 
voice, as the voice of King Cyrus, was heard proclaiming, “Who 
is there among you of all God’s people? the Lord his God be 
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with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem a response, feeble but 
sincere, was heard from them, “ Here I am ! I will go up !” 

But a survey of the existing obstacles chilled the zeal of these 
few, and appalled the remainder of the brethren to whom the 
project of re-organizing the lodge had been broached. The ex- 
pense was great — a house, a charter, jewels, furniture^ — it was 
very great The trouble was more ; to visit intelligent Masons 
abroad; to comhience again the very rudiments of Masonic in- 
struction. But the opposition to be encountered, this was the 
worst of ail. Ridicule might be anticipated from all that gene- 
ration which had sprung up since last a Masonic procession was 
seen in the streets of Spaftord. Annoyances yf various sorts 
would, undoubtedly, be thrown in the way. The trash of anti- 
masonic literature was in every house ; and, vile and mendacious 
as it was, there were many men, otherwise of good repute, who 
believed* in it, and were influenced by it. But what matters this 
long array of objections which was presented before the little 
meeting of thq brothers assembled in the parlor of Sister Page ! 
They were sufficient to justify the conclusions to which the party 
came, “ that the reinstatement of Masonry at Spafford, under the 
present untoward circumstances, was impracticable, and was for 
the present postponed.’' 

The brothers, however, would not disperse until they had an- 
nounced their decision to the good sister herself, and a messenger 
was sent to the door of her sitting-room to announce it. She 
came in at their summons, leading by either hand a stout boy, 
stalwart lads, once the pride of the father as now the hope of the 
mother. She listened, with downcast eye, to their statement of 
the obstacles which had deterred them from pursuing their desire, 
and answered not a word uintil the catalogue was complete. But 
then a change came over her face ; her eye kindled with meaning 
as she directed it toward them. She arose with a dignity they 
had never seen, her exhibit before ; and, placing her two boys 
before her, thus began : “ This is not what I looked for from the 
companions of my deceased husband. On bis death-bed he 
charged me to prize, as one of my highest privileges, my claims 
as a Mason's widow. He said that these boys would never want 
a father while there Was a Mason in the land, and that a Mason’s 
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Lodge was the widow’s home!” From this startling exordium, 
she went on to make known, what was clearly evident to her 
mind, that without the establishment of a lodge, it was useless for 
men to profess themselves Masons ; that all the benefits of the 
Order flow out of the lodge as the fountain ; and that as her hus- 
band was buried at the hands of the Brethren in lodge assembled, 
so she hoped some day to see her sons initiated by the same body. 
In short, she pursued to its legitimate conclusions the argument, 
“that every brother ought to belong to a lodge,” and “that with- 
out the lodge there is no Masonry ;” and she pressed it so ear- 
nestly home upon each of her hearers, that he could not resist it 

Perceiving, with a woman’s tact, that she had convinced them 
as to the expediency of the effort, she proposed to furnish a vacant 
chamber in her dwelling, and to see to it that all necessary furni- 
ture and clothing were supplied for the work of the lodge. She 
offered to furnish the lodge gratuitously with refreshments at 
every meeting, until they could do better; and that the public 
might not be deceived as to the respectability of the institution, 
she would march- with the lodge in its first public processioi^, and 
protect it. 

Of course she triumphed — of course the petition was prepared 
and signed that very night; forwarded to the nearest lodge for 
recommendation that week ; sent to the Grand Master for appror 
val that month ; and returned accepted ere the moon waned. At 
the organization of the lodge, the subject of a name was agitated; 
but all suggestions and debates ceased when a Brother proposed 
“ Widowed Sister’s Lodge ;” it was jtoo good to admit of a mo- 
ment’s hesitation. The aprons were ready, made of white silk, 
furnished from her own old-fashioned wedding-dress! Her family 
. Bible made the first Great Light- — could a better be desired? The 
gavels and other implements were provided at her charge. An 
ample supper was ready at the closest the meeting, and she pre- 
sided at the head of the t^ble, with her little boys at her side. 
fHer own domestic wine made the beverage in which the regular 
toasts and her own pame, the best of all, were duly honored. 

But the occasion of her pgblic appearanee^as a Mason } is the 
most interesting part of roy tale. Father Lawson, the oldest 
member of the lodge, died suddenly, yet not so suddenly buttl^t 
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he had time to request a Masonic burial. The Brethren hesitated. 
They were not quite prepared to meet the public eye! They re- 
ferred the matter to Sister Page. She, good soul, unhesitatingly 
told them they were bound to obey a dying Mason’s request — 
much she knew of the matter ! — and declared her determination 
to’ go with them ! The procession formed at Bro. Lawson’s — the 
whole population of Spafford gathering together in doubting, 
whether to laugh or applaud — and, true to her word, the resolute 
woman marched at its head ! It must have been a moving spec- 
tacle to seethe dear lady, dressed in deep mourning-weeds, lead- 
ing her little sons, one by each hand, and walking the whole of 
that weary two miles in front of the Tyler ! Many was the prof- 
fer from the gentlemen of the village to lend her conveyance; 
many was the door opened to invite her in to pause and rest; but 
she refused all entreaties ; was the first as well as the last at the 
grave ; and joined, by permission of the Master, in casting clods 
of earth u^>on the coffin ! 

That day’s exercises settled the question for all this generation 
as to the popularity of Masonry in Spafford. After that, there 
was no room for ridicule ; for the thought of that devoted woman’s 
adherence to the institution in its hour of adversity, incontinently 
banished it, or gave it a favorable turn. Men, who knew nothing 
of Masonry, admitted that it must be a good thing to deserve the 
support of so estimable a lady as Mrs. Page. The first effect of 
her devotedness was to bring in the adherence * of many of the 
demitted Masons of the vicinity, who, from timidity probably, 
had stood thus far aloof; and this gave great additional strength 
to the lodge. Its second effect was to allure a few outsiders, 
whose parents, long ago, had taught them the value of Masonry 
as a social tie, and thus the temple was still further enlarged. 
The next thing was to nerve the Fraternity to a public procession, 
an address, a public dinner, and all that sort of thing; and when 
that was over, they felt strong enough, as Bro. Rakkoone some- 
what lightly remarked, “ to out-mouth his Satanic Majesty him- * 
self.” Was not “Widowed Sister’s Lodge” rightly named ? 

Great was the astonishment of the little company w # ho listened 
to this beautiful sketch, for none had anticipated such a produc- 
tion from so arid a sourced But the fact is, Parson Dord had 
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begun to “look into Masonry” a little. The sketches recited in 
his hearing at the last two assemblages had so warmed him up 
that a great shame had come oyer him at his own lukewarmness 
in the institution, and he had set resolutely to work to acquire 
light with the determination to be useful. 

A unanimous request was made for a copy of his sketch, “to 
be laid up among the records in the archives of the lodge,” and 
then the little group separated under a pledge to meet again upon 
St. John’s Day ensuing. 


About Squares. — W t have a fancy fot* old books, and can rarely 
get the better of a temptation to loiter at the stalls and look them 
over, occasionally drawing out our friend greenback L. T. for the 
purchase of an odd volume. A day or two since we picked up 
an old folio on Heraldry, full of quaint sayings, and a perfect mint 
of information on the useful science of which it treats. We shall 
pick out an occasional gem and reset it in the Despatch for the 
benefit of our readers. Thus, describing a coat of arms, Argent , 
a chevron between three squares, he says : “ Artificers do use 
their Squares, their Rules, their Lines and Levels ; they go by 
Measures and Members, to the end that, in all their works there 
should not be anything found done either rashly or at adventure. 
And therefore much more should men use the like moderation and 
rules in the performance of those acts of virtue wherein man’s 
happiness doth consist, especially those who sit in the seats of 
justice, which, in Moses’ time, were wont to be men fearing God 
and hating covetousness, which is the perfect square which such 
ought to follow. But Aristotle writeth of a Lesbian square or 
rule, which was made of so flexible a stuff that it would bend any 
way his workman would have it. But most dangerous is the es* 
tate of that commonwealth whose judges work by such squares, 
making the laws to bow to their private affections, and sometimes 
to mean one thing, another time the contrary, as themselves are 
disposed to incline , — Despatch 


Re-Union. — F reemasonry forms a happy centre of re-union for 
worthy men, who are desirous of a select society of friends and 
brothers, who have bound themselves in a voluntary obligation to* ' 
love each other, to afford aid and assistance in time of need, to 
animate one another to acts of virtue and benevolence, and to 
keep inviolably the secrets which form the ohief characteristic of 
the OiKler.— i>af«7wfe. 
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* Four Chapters in American MasoniQ History. 

CHAPTER FIRST— 1783 to 1799. 

In our researches for The History of Freemasonry in Ken • 
tuchy, (Louisville,' Ky:, 1859; 8vo., pp. 282), much matter waft 
collected beyond the necessities of that work, which was then* 
laid by for other use. Some of it will be found wrought into the 
present series, wherein we propose to give a brief summary of 
events in the history of American Masonry, in four parts. 

That the Masonic institution was introduced into the Colonies 
much earlier than 1733, no person who has looked at all into the 
facte of the case entertains a doubt. It was but sixteen years 
before (viz: 1717) that the custom of requiring lodges to obtain 
Warrants and become registered was established,, and it is not 
likely that in so short a space such a radical innovation could 
have been generally accepted. No doubt Masons were made, 
and numerously made, in all the Colonies as early as 1700 or 
before, but as no records were kept and no registrations, (how 
could there be, seeing that there were no warranted lodges!) it 
is useless to look for the evidences in history. The first lodge 
established in the American Colonies under the present system 
of Masonry was founded at Boston, Massachusetts, July 30, 1733. 

The ensuing year, 1 734, Benjamin Franklin received powers* 
to open the first lodge at Philadelphia, where he published that 
yoar the first American Masonic work, a Book of Constitutions. 

In 1735 the Order was introduced into New Hampshire and 
South Carolina. 

The celebrated Schism at London, in 1738, whereby two Grand 
Lodges exercised sovereign powers respectively for quite three- 
quarters of a century, affected the Order in the Colonies even 
more than at home. The “ Dermott ” body, or “ Ancients,” so- 
called, led the “Moderns” in point of numbers and influence,. 
Virginia^ New York and Massachusetts submitting implicitly to 
the influence of the “ Moderns,” or dividing their Masonic forces 
iff their favor. 7 ‘ • * < « r . 

v The Grand Lodge of Scotland, which established many lodges 
among the Colonies, $eems .always to have favored the “An. 
cients,” and under their authority a Provincial <3?and Lodge 


Digitized by LiOOQle 



Four Chapters in American Masonic History . 351 

was established in South Carolina in lYo4, and in Massachusetts 
in 1769. :V - , ' 

The death of Warren, at Bunker Hill, in 1776, dissolved the 
Provincial Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, and its members re- 
solved themselves into an Independent Grand Lodge in 1776. 
This was the first of a series of Grand Lodges which in 1864 
numbers nearly forty. " „ 

In 1778 the second Grand Lodge, that of Virginia, was organ- 
ized. In 1781 the Grand Lodge of Scotland established a Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge in New York, which, six years later, 
took an independent form. Maryland organized its Grand Lodge 
(the third) in 1781. Pennsylvania followed in 1786; likewise 
Georgia and New Jersey ; New York, North Carolina and Sbuth 
Carolina in P87; New Hampshire and Connecticut in 1789; 
Rhode Island, 1791; and Vermont, 1794. This was the thir- 
teenth and last of the old Colony Grand Lodges. 

The first lodge west of the Alleghany Mountains was estab- 
lished in 1788, at Lexington, Ky., by the Grand Lodge of Vir- 
ginia. 

In 1797 a number of Delegates ^roin various Chapters of Royal 
Arch Masons assembled at Boston, Mass., to deliberate Upon the 
formation of a governing head. This was afterwards developed 
into the General Royal Arch Chapter of the United States, at 
one time a body of much dignity and power. 

The literature of Freemasonry during this period is under 
small obligations to American enterprise.* While the best talent 
in Europe was engaged in developing the history, philosophy and 
belles lettres of the Institution, we find but few works by Ameri-, 
can authors, and these chiefly Addresses, Hand-books and the 
like. Franklin republished the English Constitutions as far back 
as 1714, as already shown, and an Address on Masonry was de- 
livered at Boston, Mass., and printed the same year (1734). 
Calcott’s Masonic Disquisitions was republ^hed at Boston* 

1772. Dr. William Smith, afterwards Grand Secretary of Penn- 
sylvania, delivered a Masonic Discourse in 1778, and in 1783 the 
same author published Ahimon Rezon y the earliest of the Ameri- 
can Hand-books of Masonry, since so numerous. In 1791 a work 
under the same title was published at Richmond, Va., by John 
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K. Read; and in 1797 a third with the same title, by G. Keating, 
at Baltimore, Md. 

Iii 1797, Thomas Smith Webb began his series of Monitors , 
which, more than any other publications, have shaped the legisla- 
tion and ritual observances of the American Craft, up to the pre- 
sent time. 


Mark Well. 


The following extract from a sermon delivered at Sackett’s 
Harbor, N. Y., in 1818, conveys instruction worthy to be painted 
in letters of gold over the Master’s station in every Lodge : 

“ In the Temple of Solomon there were guards placed at the 
different gates to see that none passed unless they were duly pre- 
pared. In like manner, those who are placed as guards in our 
Masonic temple are to pay particular attention to the character of 
those who present themselves as candidates for the mysteries of 
our Order. 

“ 1. Do we see a man possessed of a covetous disposition with 
a manifest desire to monopolize all to himself — mark well the 
entering-in to the house! admit him not! he will neither have 
any affection for the general good, nor unite in any probable 
means to obtain it. 

“ 2. Do we see a man often in difficulty with his neighbors — 
first in' his own causes and right in his own eyes — mark well! 
If he is admitted he will have no regard for good order and sub- 
ordination. 

“ 3. Do we see a man 1 spending his time idly, intemperate in 
his habits, neglectful of his family — mark well the entering-in to 
the house! He is not a good husband, he is not a good citizen, 
he will not make a good Mason. - • 

> “ 4. Do we see a man cruel and oppressive, over-reaching his 

neighbor — mark well the entering-in of the house! If admitted 
he will have no affection for the object. The widow and the 
orphan will never have the tear of sorrow wiped away with such 
a hand. The poor and penniless will never find a home under 
such a roof. • 

“ 5. Do we hear a man often speaking reproachfully of his 
neighbors, and trumpeting abroad the faults of others — mark 
well! A Brother’s character iemot safe on his tongue ! 

“0. Do we hear a man speak lightly of religion, and deny the 
inspiration of Scripture — mark well the entering-in to the house ! 
Let every gate be duly guarded.” 
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Introduction of Freemasonry into America. 

The introduction of Freemasonry into this country through 
regularly warranted lodges, established upon the present Masonio 
system, dates from July 30, 1733. On that day, a Masonic organ- 
ization, styled The .Provincial Grand Lodge of New England , 
was opened at Boston, in the then Colony of Massachusetts Bay, 
and a subordinate lodge established the same day, both being 
authorized by the following grant ; 

Montacute {Seal) G. M. 

'ioall and every our Right Worshipful and loving Brethren 
now residing or who may hereafter reside in New England : 

The Right Honorable and Right Worshipful Anthony Lord 
Viscount Montacute, Grand Master of Free and Accepted Ma- 
sons of England ; sendeth greeting : 

Whereas, Application has been made unto us by our worship- 
ful and well beloved Brother, Mr. Henry Price, in behalf of him- 
self and several other Brethren now residing in Nev England 
aforesaid, Free and Accepted Masons, that we would be pleased 
to nominate and appoint a Provincial Grand Master of Free and 
Accepted Masons in New England, aforesaid. 

Now, know ye, That we have nominated, ordained, oonstituted 
and appointed, and do by these presents norni ate, ordain, con- 
stitute and appoint our said worshipful and well beloved Brother, 
Mr. Henry Price, Provincial Grand Master of Neto England 
aforesaid , and dominions and territories thereunto belonging, 
with full power and authority to nominate and appoint his Deputy 
Grand Master and t Wardens : And we do also hereby empower 
the said Mr. Henry Price, for ns, and in our place and stead, to 
constitute the Brethren Free and Accepted Masons n^w residing 
or who shall hereafter reside in these parts, into one or more 
regular. lodge or lodges as he shall require; 

He, the said Mr. Henry Price, taking special care that all and 
every member of any lodge or lodges so to be constituted have 
been or shall he made regular Masons ; And that they do cause 
all and every the regulations contained in the printed Book of' 
Constitutions, except so far as they have been altered by the 
Grand Lodge at their Quarterly Meeting^, to be kept and. ob- 
served, and also such other rules and instructions as shall from 
tiratf to time be transmitted to him by us or by Thomas J^atson, 
Esq, our Deputy Grand Master, or the Grand Master or his 
2-vol. il-no. Till. 
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( Deputy for the time being ; And that he, the said Mr. Henry 
Price, or his Deputy, do send to us, our* Deputy Grand Master^ 
and to the Grand Master of England, or his deputy for the 
time being, annually an account in writing of the number of 
lodges so constitute^, with the names of the several members 
of each particular lodge, together with such other matters as 
v }ie or they may think tit to be communicated for the prosperity 
of the Craft; and lastly, we will and require that our said 
Provincial Grand Master of New England do annually cause 
the Brethren to keep the feast of St. John the Evangelist, and 
dine together on that day, or in oase an accident should happen 
to prevent their dining together on that day or any other day 
near that time, as he shall judge most fit, as is done here, and 
that at all quarterly communications he do recommend a general 
Charity to be established for the relief of the poor Brethren in 
these parts. 

It will be observed that by this Warrant Mr. Price was em- 
powered to appoint the Deputy Grand Master and Wardens 
according to the usage in the establishment of Prpvincial Grand 
Lodges, generally, to the present day. On the 30th July, ot the 
same year, therefore, he assembled the brethren of the “ Buncb 
of Grapes Tavern ” in Boston, caused his commission to be read, 
and then proceeded to appoint aud install Andrew Kennelly as 
Provincial Senior Grand Warden, and John Quann as Provincial 
Juuior Grand Warden, thus constituting the first lodge posseBS- 
ing general powers on the Continent, That this was not a su- 
preme or independent Grand Lodge may be sefcn at a glance. 
The Provincial Grand Master being the appointee and creature 
of the Grand Master of England i all his powers were revokable 
by his superior at ^pleasure, and in the event of his death the 
Provincial" Grand Lodge : necessarily dissolved in confusion. 
Such a res^t actually followed upon thO death of General Joseph 
Warren, who was a Provincial Grand Master in the same jnri*- 
diction, although holding his powers under a different authority. 
His decease, in 1775, was followed by the dissolution of the body 
oyer which he had for six. years presided. 

jiut wo are convinced that private lodges were established in 
America before 1733, although their records are lost. The proof 
thbugh -scanty, is reliable. In the Freemason's Pocket 1 Com- 
panion , Edinburgh, 1775, the following entry is found : “ Lodge 

No. 172. The Royal Exchange, npthe Borough of Norfolk, in 
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Virginia, 1st Thursday December 22, 1733.” This implies that 
Lodge No. 172 had been in existence for some time previous tCK 
December 22, 1733, and was officially known to the compiler of 
The Companion as a working lodge of that period. The Ma- 
sons of New Jersey and of Rhode Island refer tq traditions yet 
extant among them, of the existence of Masonic lodges in those 
Provinces respectively for a considerable period prior to 1733. 

Thus scanty and unsatisfactory is the history of the introduc- 
tion of Masonry into this country. The slavish subserviency of 
the ‘American people to the mother country ^n all things in those 
days. and long afterward justified the low estimate of American 
matters held at that time by English historians, and explains why 
we can learn so little specifically of the doings of our Masonic 
forefathers. When the English papers of the day could give but 
% dozen lines to the defeat of Braddock or the capture of Quebec, 
it is not strange that such events as the founding of a Masonic 
lodge or the spread of the Craft 'in a distant Province . claimed 
no space at all. Nor indeed was Masonry in those days so much 
a subject for the press as now. We have diligently searched thC 
columns of a London semi-weekly newspaper ( The Public Ad- 
vertiser) through each issue from 1717 to 1780 for Masonic notices 
and in all that period, so important in the annals of the Craft? 
when the first noblemeiri of the Kingdom, and even princes of thir 
blood, were patrons and Grand Masters, there are less than twenty 
allusions to Freemasonry in the whole file. 

But as we.advanco from year to year the evidences of Masonic 
progress thickeh and brighten. The press found abundant 
pabulum in describing its splendid shows, its antiquated cere- 
monies, its lordly rulers)* and its wondrous progress. Writer* 
discovered congenial themes in its principles and their books 
found readers. A demand was not long in springing up foi 
Masonic literature; for we see as early as 1734 Benjamin Frank- 
lin, then a yonthful Mason and a beginner ih the typographical 
art, issuing the first Araerican^edition of the Book of Constitu- 
tions;. and? but twenty* years later a Dermoth arose. Nor must 
it be forgotten, while enlarging Upon this great want in Masonic 
history, authentic records } that the archives of public libraries, , 
and^even of the older Grand Lodges in America, have not yet 
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been examined by the experienced eye of the historian. Their 
treasures are yet to be unfolded, and in that immense collection 
of records, the chancery of the Grand Lodge of England, what 
stores of knowledge, elucidating every branch of Masonic his- 
tory, must exist to be exposed to the sight of day whenever that 
venerable lod^e shall qnd its historian. 


Grand Consistory of France. 

The Scotch Rite in France was in high repute thirty years 
since. 

At that time, as appears by the lists appended to the Proceed- 
ings, the Duke de Choiseul, Peer of France, was Sov. Gr. Com- 
mander of the Sup. Council. Among the members were Count 
Mauraire, First Honorary Pres, of the Court of Cassation ; Count 
de Fernig, Field Marshal ; Counts Bellaire and Guilleminst, 
Lieutenants General and Peers of France; Baron Thiebault, 
Count Monthion, Langier Villars, and other distinguished officers, 
military and civic. 

Among the honorary members were— The Count de Segar, 
Peer of France, Sov. Gr. Com. ; the Duke de Cazes, Peer of 
France, Sov. Gr. Com. ; Marshal Mortier, Duke of Trevize, Peer 
of France; Baron Durien, Field Marshal; Count Lepelletier 
d’Aubray. 

Among the deceased members were — The Duke de Camba- 
ceres, Sov. Gr. Com. ; Massena, Prince of Edsling, Marshal of 
France; Eellerman, Duke de Valmy, Marshal of France; Lefeb- 
yer, Duke of Danzich, Marshal of France ; Count de Perignan, 
Marshal of France; Count de Beauvarnille, Marshal of France; 
Count de Tilly, Marshal of France ; Count de Lacepede, Marshal 
of France. Horace Vernet, the famous painter, was a member 
f>{ the Central Gr. Lodge. 

— « ■ 

’-bOolors. — The Masonic colors, like those used in the Jewish 
tabernacle, are intended to represent the four elements. The 
jvhite typifies the earth, the sea is represented by the purple, the 
“sky-blue is an emblem of the air, and the crimson of fire. 
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communicated by a grand lecturer. 


THE LAST ARTICLE. 

I have got so in the spirit of digression in this series of articles 
that I hardly know where I left off. The Editor of the Voice , 
however, has written me, in his sternest style, to “ wind up the 
reel,” to “ closte the thing,” with other severe expressions, from 
which I draw the conclusions that if I do not cease rambling in 
this way he will refuse me further admission in his columns. Of 
all men in the world, however, he ought to complain the lea*t 
about rambling. For the last day I spent in his room he wrote 
sixty odd Decisions in Masonic Law, a Poem, two or three moral 
essays, a funny story for a comic paper, a column of correspon- 
dence for the Memphis Bulletin , and thirty-four letters. If that 
isn’t “ rambling,” ^why, all I have got to say is, the word has no 
meaning. 

I will, however, make a virtue of necessity and close the pre- 
sent series by my 

\ 

FALL OF THE NORTH-EAST CORNER. 

It occurred — no matter where ; and happened — no matter 
when. The parties concerned in it were — no matter who. It is 
enough to know that the story is true . Brothers Joseph and 
George, both members of Cerulean Lodge, had a quarrel. It 
originated as the first quarrel did , and as the last quarrel will, 
among the women. Sister George had had a “falling out” with 
Sister Joseph; their children took sides in it; the boys fought 
each other; the girls slandered each other and took different 
benches at school ; nephews and nieces, uncles and cousins oft 
both sides assumed parts in the game. Old man Hoke shot old 
man Slimy’s hog, because Slimy worked for George, while Hoke 
worked for Joseph. The thing was carried into church and the 
whole “ George” faction withdrew then* membership, because it 
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was conjectured that the preacher’s wife favored the “Joseph’s” 
more than she did them. The two newspapers in the village 
took sides in the quarrel with vivacity, the “ Shugaree ” being a 
“Joseph” organ, while the “Weekly Scorpion” went it blind 
for “ George.” Oh it was a beautiful quarrel ail around, and 
promised to last until the final “ three knocks ” should awaken 
the dead. I needn’t dwell on it further; every village has a set 
of quarrels of its own quite as interesting in details and as pleas- 
ant to contemplate as the story I am telling. The only considera- 
tion before us is, How was it settled ? 7 

In this way. Deacon Amo, a lovely man in private and public 
life, and a member of Cerulean Lodge, went first to Brother 
Georgo and laid before him the terrible evils connected with this 
quarrel. Then he went to Brother Joseph and did the same 
thing. Each admitted the evils , but was stubborn and hopeless 
of the remedy. Each could distinctly perceive the mote in his 
brother’s eye, but not a trace of the beam that stuck so promi- 
nently out of his own. Each was of the opinion “ that it made 
no particular difference to him how the thing comes out; if the 
other one could stand it he could,” etc., etc. That’s the way men 
always talk when they know they are wrong. / 

Brother Amo — a remarkably appropriate name — a body would 
think it was made on purpose to fit the man, he was so lovely — 
then took Brother Joseph up on a promise to meet him next day 
at the Lodge room at 10 o’clock. Now Cerulean Lodge has by 
some degrees the darkest lodge-room I ever was in. It is the 
only one I ever saw where spiders can’t make a living. I carry 
an honorable scar on my knee, made by falling over a spit-box in 
that room in the broad blaze of day. And when the two brothers 
met by appointment in the Tyler’s room they felt their way in like 
a pair of blind men. However, Amo managed to find the Treas- 
urer’s desk and there the two took their seats. Didn’t Amo lay 
.down the law then (the law of love) to his Christian friend ? 
Didn’t he remind him that he was sitting in ^be North-east cor- 
ner, and call up “ those first instructions ” communicated there ? 
Didn’t he recite somebody’s lines in “ the North-east corner ” 
^nd. continue till he had worked the good brother into a malle- 
able condition ? He did. » 
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Just then a knock was heard at the door, and the Deacon an- 
'swer^d it. He came in, leading somebody by the hand, but 
talking so loud and so fast that the somebody couldn’t edge in a 
word. He led the somebody to the Treasurer’s desk and re- 
marked “ there’s another good brother here.” The two good 
brother’s shook hands without the least intimation' who the other 
was, while Amo talked on as if he had the “ caeoethes lp(jife^4i ,> 
the worst way. He seated the two good brothers side by side' 
and remarking, “ I was just giving a little lecture on an important 
piece of symbolism,” he resumed his subject. How Amo did 
talk ! Every pathetic idea conveyed in the Masonic ceremonies, 
covenants and emblems was brought up. He got the two good 
brothers to weeping, and they lent each other a handker- 
chief. They borrowed each other’s tobacco. They shook each 
other’s hands repeatedly without the ghost of an idea what they 
were doing, and when the Deacon suddenly lighted a little lan- 
tern he had in his pocket, and Joseph saw it was George, whose 
tobacco was in his mouth, and George saw it was Joseph, whose 
handerchief he had been blubbering in, they just knocked under 
without a word. They were sold at the lowest market rate. 
They embraqed each other like good fellows, and all three walked 
out of that lodge room as happy as the three fellow-crafts when 
they had received their pardon ! D. W. T. 


Friendship. — Friendship is traced through the circle of pri- 
vate connections to the grand system of universal benevolence, 
which no limits can circumscribe, as its influence extends to every 
branch of the human race. On this general plan the universality 
of the system of Masonry is established. Were fiiendship con- 
fined to the spot of our nativity, its operation would be partial,, 
and imply a kind of ehraity to other nations. Where the interests 
of one country interfere with those of another, nature dictates an 
adherence to the welfare of our own immediate connections ; but 
such interference apart, the true Mason is a citizen of the world, 
and his philanthropy extends to all the human race. Uninfluenced 
by local prejudices,, he knows no preference in virtue but accord- 
ing to its degree, from whatever country or climate it may spring. 
— Preston. <*■ 
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Brothers, Be Cheerful. 


Lines composed and fraternally dedicnted to the Masonic Craft in and 
About Hornellsville, N. Y. August 26, 1864. 


BY BROTHER ROB MORRIS. 

Oh. not a gloomy look to-night 
To cloud ihe plessunr tarns here ; 

Our t *pera bu n, our walls are bright 
Wiih emhlematic cheer: 

Be every look a sunny >mile, 

And let if spt ak of h ppier days 

When M*son cougs did sweetly fill 
The Temple that we raise. 

Ob,, not a cruel word to n : ght 
To mir the Harmony that fills 

And sanctifies this dear retreat, 

And every discor^ stills ; 

Be every word a note Of love”. 

From that seraphic chorus head, 

In the Celestial Lodge above % 

Whose Master is the Lord. , 

Oh, not a painful thought to-night 
Of war: are not we in God's hand? 

Le^’s humbly follow in the light 
He gives our Mystic Baud. 

Be every thought a ray divine, 

Propheric of the days to come 

When holy peace shall smile again 
* On each dear Masonic home. 

Not often do we meet as now, 

Nor shall we all be here again ; 

To-rn 'rrow each his path mu$t go — 

To some a path of pain : 

Then let to-night be doubly bright — 

And when Low Xfl shall bid us part 

Its memories we will not forget 

While life blood warms the heart. 


JdiT" The first step towards virtue is to abstain from vice. 
No man has true sound sense, who is immoral. 
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The Fifteen Pledges. 

There are to-day some 4000 or more men in this country styled 
“ Masters of Lodges,” men in whose hands the authority of their 
respective lodges is for the time .being reposed ; men who are 
sacredly bound by what is termed “ Installation Covenants.” A 
portion df these men, instead of committing to memory their 
covenants and pondering upon them daily, so as to be able'to use 
them as unerring guides, can not even quote them — can not tell 
their number ! Will they permit us to call them up for use ? 

They are 15, and are found in Webb’s Monitor under the head 
of Past Master, where you can always read them literally. They 
require : „ 

1. ’That you will be a good man and true, and strictly obey the 
Moral Law. 

2. That you will be a peaceful subject, and cheerfully conform 
to the laws of the country in which you reside. 

3. That you will not be concerned in plots and conspiracies 
against, government, but patiently submit to the decisions of the 
supreme legislature. 

4. That you will pay a proper respect to the civil magistrate, 
will work diligently, live creditably, and act honestly by all men. 

5. That you will hold in veneration the original Rulers and 
Patrons of the Order of Masonry, and their regular successors, 
supreme and subordinate, according to their stations, and will 
submit to the awards and resolutions of your brethren when con- 
vened in every* case consistent with the constitutions of the 
Order. 

6. That you will avoid private piques and quarrels, and guard 
against intemperance and excess. 

7. That you will be cautious in carriage and behavior, courte- 
ous to your brethren, and faithful to your Lodge. 

8. That you will respect gemf ne brethren, discountenance im- 
postors, and all dissenters from the original plan of Masonry. 

9. That you will promote the general good of society, cultivate 
the social virtues, and propagate the knowledge of the art. 

10. That you will pay homage to the Grand Master for the 
time being, and to his officers when duly installed, and will strict- 
ly conform to every edict of the Grand Lodge, or General As- 
sembly of Masons, that is not subversive of the principles and 
groundwork of Masonry. 
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11. That you consent to the landmark that it is not in the 
power of any man or body of men to make innovation in the 
body of Masonry. 

12. That you promise a regular attendance on the committees 
and communications of the Grand Lodge, on receiving proper 
notice, and will pay attention to all the duties of Masonry on 
convenient occasions. 

13. That you consent to the landmark that no new Lodge can 
be formed without permission from the Grand Lodge, and that no 
countenance must be given to any irregular Lodge, or to any per- 
son clandestinely initiated therein, being contrary to the* Ancient 
Charges of the Order. 

14. That you consent to the landmark that no person can be 
regularly made a Mason in or admitted a member of any regular 
Lodge without previous notice, and due inquiry into his charac* 
ter. 

15. That you agree to admit no visitors into your Lodge with- 
out due examination and the production of proper vouchers. 


Bible. — Amongst the great lights of Freemasonry the Holy 
Bible is the greatest. By it we are taught to rule and govern 
onr faith. 'Without this sacred light we find no Masonic altar. 
Without it no Lodge is perfect; neither can any one be legally 
initiated into the Order unless he believes in the grand truths 
^which are therein contained ; for truth, justice and mercy, are 
best supported, by true religion. By it we are taught, “ In the 
beginning was the Word.” The sacred writings are a symboli- 
cal chain by which we are all united in the bonds of brotherly 
love an^ universal philanthropy, as John, the meek and lowly 
disciple of Jesus, says in his gospel. In this blessed book is to 
be found the true rule by which every real Christian will endea- 
vor to regulate his conduct. — Gadicke . 


Peculiar Residence. — What was the object of building the 
temple of Solomon ? One purpose, we are informed, was, that 
it might be a house of prayer for all nations. But this wr s not 
its only purpose. God intended to make it the seat of His visi- 
ble presence, or the place of His habitation. It was not designa- 
ted, thought an eminent commentator, to be a place to worship 
in, but a place of worship at, where God was known to have a 
peculiar residence. — Scott. 
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Fessler’s Criticisms on Freemasonry in the Last Century. 

The following criticism and Brother M. Pinner’s comments are 
worthy of general reading: 

“ Lodge affairs at that time were composed of frivolity and 
mysteriocryptics, surrounded with a glory of trivial morality in 
its interior, and with an ill-calculated charity in its exterior. The 
element of frivolity shows itself everywhere, in the indiscretion 
aqd imprudence with which, from 17 17 to the present day, the 
most miserable, the lowest and most contemptible people are ini- 
tiated, and in the indifference with which these people are suffered 
to remain in the Lodges after their worthlessness has become 
known. It shows itself hi the decided disinclination of the ma- 
jority for a mo r e noble and instructive occupation at the Lodge 
Communications, in the whole form of the Table Lodges, and in 
the conduct of the majority on such occasions. It show* itself, 
finally, in the low hatred and madness with which hitherto every 
Freemason has peen persecuted who wanted to enter the lists 
against this Lodge frivolity ; who wanted to introduce grave, ma- 
ture, discreet men, proper occupation and good order in the Lodges. 
The element of mysteriocryptics betrays itself in the nuisance of 
the higher degrees, which has been carried on in and by the 
Lodges, for the last seventy years ; in the consequential and mys- 
terious demeanor with which the older members want to attract, 
the attention and sneak into the esteem and admiration of the 
younger members; in the fear and horror of Masonic publicity; 
that is, against the inalienable liberty of publishing to the world, 
if a Grand Master, a Grand or Subordinate Lodge, has perpetra- 
ted acts of injustice alike Revolting to mind and heart,” etc. 

In relation to the latter point, matters are carried still further, 
as Masonic publicity, eyen within the circle of Brotherhood, is 
interdicted. In another place, Fessler paints the Lodges of that 
period as “ a family, which permits its noblest faculties to remain 
unemployed; which has no congeniality of mind, no settled char- 
acter, no common aim in its endeavors, no' point of union in its 
consultations; which has absolutely nothing common, but its fam- 
ily name and mutual distrust” 

“ Men are initiated,” he continues, “ to whom nothing is more 
foreign than the nature, the aim, the constitution, and the essen- 
tial conditions under which a moral society can exist If an im- 
provement is to take place, the Masters of Lodges, and the 
veterans of* the Order must, above all, cease to place the Masonic 
Institution, by extravagant laudations, above all human institu- 
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tions, and to conceal its faults from the eyes of, not only the pro- 
fane, but also of that of the Masons themselves. Our superiors 
must place themselves in a position whence they may view the 
means and measures whereby our illustrious Brotherhood might 
secure itself in its foundation, and whereby congeniality of mind, 
cohesion, permanency, reality, and dignity might he given to and 
retained by it. All orders, howe ver, which might be issued by 
our Grand Lodges in relation to this would remain ineffectual as 
long as they do not subordinate themselves to the immutable prin- 
ciples of law, and respect the just rights of the Lodges and 
brethren for Masonic freedom. Consequently, introduce a perfect 
representative system. It is in accordance with justice and ina- 
lienable Masonic freedom, that every brother should participate 
through his Lodge, arid every Lodge through its self chosen repre- 
sentative, in the administration of the whole. In this manner 
only can freedom, equality and common interest remain the basis 
for the whole superstructure.” 

Bro. Fessler is perfectly correct when he complains that the 
Lodges had nothing in commdn with each other but the family 
name ^because our Order, as such, consists, to a certain extent, 
in the idea only ; it is formed by loose!}' connected Grand Lodges, 
partly hostile to each other, every one of which has, not only dif- 
ferent 'usages, but also no legal common foundation, not even the 
same signs of recognition, and, as is pretended, a different histor- 
ical past. With one, the Order belongs to the wljole human 
family, dedicated to the whole of God’s children ; with the other 
it is an exclusively Christian institution. The one abstains from 
all political questions; the other draws these within^the circle of 
its deliberations. Here; one of the great lights is the Bible ; there, 
the sword. Here, to be recognized, certificates and Lodge lists 
are required ; there, signs of recognition. The signs of recogni- 
tion of the Entered Apprentice degree of the one are those of 
the Fellow Craft degree with the other. Here, the diplomas of 
the St. John’s Lodges are deemed sufficient; there, Grand Lodge 
diplomas are required. Here, the Order is a union of like-minded, 
aiming for the same end ; there, articles of faith are drawn up, 
requiring the signature of the candidate before initiation. Here, 
the initiated is informed that he is received, not only in this par- 
ticular Lodge, but in the whole Order, and as a just and upright 
Mason was entitled to admission to the labors of all the recog- 
nized Lodges of the world ; there, the right is conceded to every 
Lodge to admit or refuse admission at pleasure. Here, the so 
called right of jurisdiction is recognized ; there, it is opposed. 
Here, it is desired to stamp every trifle as an inviolable landmark^ 
binding on all ; in reality, however, nothing has proved uiiehang- 
able and generally binding. In fine, the real characterists of the 
Order, as such, are confusion, contradiction, indistinctness* mat* 
lifariousness, without internal or external unity. 
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The Fraternity wants to get rid of this state of things. It has 
become conscious of the necessity of greater cohesiveness of its 
different members and bodies ; it has become one in spirit, and 
has learned to regard itself as a whole; if wants to use the past 
as a ladder to ascend to a better future — and hence the louder 
call “ Reform !” This is not the case in Germany alone, but it 
has its echo in the Nethei lands, in England, France, and America. 


Duty ot Ministers who are Masons. 

It oan not be denied that, large as the number of preachers in 
our ranks is, they do but little, as a whole, for the advancement 
of the cause. When al>dge becomes cold, they are the coldest. 
When Masonry becomes unpopular, they do not, as a body, stand 
up for it. Considering the respect paid them jn Masonry — the 
remission of their fees, dues, and other contributions, and other 
tokens' of regard bestowed upon them — this, to say the least, is 
ungrateful. 

The influence of ministers, when active in the cause of Ma- 
sonry, is so great, their efforts are so readily acknowledged and 
rewarded by the Craft, that we should suppose this alone would 
serve to stimulate them to a higher degree of usefulness than they 
evince. Tneir duties in and out of the Lodge may be summed 
upthus: 

1. They should show the scriptural relations borne by Masonic 
traditions. 

2. Most of them travel much ; and this will enable them to visit 
many Lodges, and communicate intelligence largely. 

3. They are “ peace-makers” by profession ; and this points 
them out as the proper arbiters and daysmen in the difficulties 
that arise amongst brethren. 

4. They are the M exemplars” of good works, and ought to be 
so of Masonic works. 

5. They ought to be unflinching and indefatigable in dispensing 
Masonic discipline to offenders. 


A General Creed. — The Fraternity, during the dark as well 
as more enlightened period, acknowledged Jehovah as the one and 
only God, whether as individuals they have worshipped Him in 
spirit and truth or not ; and have received His holy word to be the 
rule and gnide of their faith and practice, whether in their lives 
they have conformed to its precepts or not, without subscribing, 
as a society, to any creed or dogmas of faith compiled by men ; 
'believing, as they do, that the Scriptures, in their purity, ought to 
be venerated more than the uncertain traditions of men, which 
often lead astray from truth. 
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Tom Biggs’ Bottom Dollar. 


BY BOB MOBBIS. 


Imagine one of those big-hearted men, whose family is large ; 
wants numerous ; purse scant ; who always works harder than 
any other man. Sits up with the sick ; attends the funerals. 
Makes collections (for other people !) ; has a cough and the rheu- 
matism ; is styled by everybody “ Poor fellow,” and whose value 
is only appreciated after he is dead — imagine sucji a man, one 
cold, snowy day, with a single dollar (his “ bottom dollar,”) in his 
pocket, meeting a poor, bare-footed, beggar girl, and as a matter 
of course, giving her the bottom dollar ! 

He tapped his bottom dollar, Joe 
When that poor barefoot child 
Came moaning through the drifted snow, 

With cold and hunger wild ; ' 

Toni Biggs himself is old and poor, 

And has a cough, you know, 

But when he saw that wretched thing. / 

He tapped his bottom dollar, Joe. 

* He tapped his bottom dollar ! 

• 

l don’t believe he’ll miss it, Joe, 

In that last, solemn rest, 

To which he’s hurrying so fast. 4 

He s shaky at the best : 

I ra> her guess the records fhere, , 

That very c>in will show, 

And God himself will keep the count, 

Of Biggs’ bottom dollajr, Jot,* , 

Of Biggs’ bottom dollar! 

: Kainbow. — T he rainbow was an emblem common to ©very spe- 
cies of Religious mystery ; and was probably derived from an old 
arkiie tradition that the divinity was clothed' in a rainbow; for 
thus be is represented by Ezekiel the prophet:! “ As tbe appear- 
ance of the bow that is in thecloud in the day. of rain, bo wai 
.the appearance of tbe brightness rouhd about ; this was the ap* 
pearance of the likeness of the Glory of the Lord.” St John 
4aW in a vision the throne of God encompassed by a rainbow. 
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Uncover Out of Respect for the Dead. 


The Herald correspondent at Hilton Head, S. C., writes : 

“The remains of the rebel Captain W. H. Gladding, who was* 
mrfested a year ago and over, while attempting to run the block- 
ade, who died in prison while detained as a spy by Gen. Hunter, 
and who was buried by the Masons, were recently disinterred and 
carried across the lines, under a flag of truce, by a party in charge 
of Lieutenant-Colonel J. F. Hall, Provost-Marshal Geperaf. The 
party landed on a causeway opposite Port Royal ferry, and it was 
a notable circumstance that it was lined on both sides with the 
acacia, the funeral emblem of the Order. Near where the body 
was deposited to await transferral a large and fine one was grow- 
ing. Colonel Hall plucked it, and has forwarded it to his lodge 
— Kane Lodge, of New York. Captain Gladding’ s body was 
received by Captain Walker, of the rebel army. A deputation 
of Masons from Savannah were to have received the remains, but 
by an inadvertartce were not informed in season. , 

“ Mr. William H. Guernsey, of Duchess county, N. Y r ., a clerk 
in the Post Quartermaster’s office, and a member of the Masonic 
Order, died very suddenly of fever. The members of the Fra- 
ternity here procured a burial casket and escorted the remains to 
the cemetery, where they were deposited in a tomb, with appro- 
priate exercises, preparatory to being sent North when the season 
will admit. The beautiful service of the Order was read byLieur 
tenpnt-ColoneLHall in a most impressive m^ner.” 


Children of Light. — Remembering the wonders in the begin- 
ning, we, claiming the auspicious countenance of heaven on our 
virtuous deeds, assume the figures of the sun and moon as em- 
blematical of the great light of truth discovered to the first men, 
and thereby imj^ying that, as true Masons, we stand redeemed, 
from darkness, and are become the sons of Jignt, acknowledging ▼ 
in our profession our adoration of Him who gave light unto His 
works. Let us, then, by our practice and conduct in life, show 
that we carry our emblems worthily ; and as the children of light 
that we have turned our backs on works of darkness, obscurity, 
and drunkenness, hatred and tnalice' Satan and his dominions ; 
preferring charity, benevolence, justice, temperance, chastity and 
brotherly love^ as the acceptable service on which the Great Mas- 
ter of aT from his beatitude, looks down with approbation. — 
JJutcMneon, 
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A Brother Mason. 


In the battle of the Cedars, a singularly romantic incident befell 
Captain John M’Kinstry, an officer who served with distinction 
throughout the war. At the first call of his country, he*engaged 
in her service; and from the memonble battle df Bunker’s Hill, 
with which her sanguinary trials began, down to the surrender of 
Cornwallis, at Yorktown, with which they gloriously ended, his 
zealous and efficient support was given to the cause of freedom. 
He had been repeatedly and severely wounded ; and some of the 
enemy’s, balls he bore with him to the tomb in which his remains 
are deposited. As a partisan officer he was particularly distin- 
guished; and in many instances he showed, that to a daring spirit 
of gallantry (which was, perhaps, his most peculiar characteristic), 
he addvd the skill and conduct so seldom attained, and yet so in- 
dispensable to the formation of that character. The incident to 
which we have alluded is thus related by his biographer : 

At the battle of the Cedars (thirty miles above Montreal, bn 
the St. Lawrence), Colonel M’Kinstry, then captain in Colonel 
Patterson’s regiment of continental troops, was twice wounded 
and taken prisoner by the Indians. Th^ intrepidity of Captain 
M’Kinstry, as a partisan officer, to which we have alluded above, 
had rendered him alike the object of their fears, and of their un- 
forgiving resentment. The British officers were too much in dread 
of their savage allies, on account of their vast superiority of num- 
bers, to risk an interposition of their authority to prevent a horrid 
sacrifice they saw preparing: already had the victim been bound 
to the tree, and surrounded by the fagots intended for his immo- 
lation ; hope had fled, and in the agony of despair he had uttered 
that mystic appeal which the brotherhood of Masons never dis- 
regard ; when, as if heaven had interposed for his preservation, 
the warrior Brandt understood him sfoid saved him. 

Brandt had been educated in Europe, and had there been ini- 
tiated into the mysteries of Freemasonry. The advantages of 
education, and his native strength offinind, gave him an ascen- 
dancy over the uncultured sons of the forest tha^ few other chiefs 
Ipossessed. Situated as he was, the impending danger of a brother 
must have forcibly brought to mind his obligation to support him 
in time of peril. His utmost endeavors were accordingly used, 
and they were happily successful in obtaining for him an imme- 
diate respite ami eventual ransom. 

After the settlement of peace he retired to the cultivation of 
his firm in the vicinity of Hudson, sustaining an unblemished 
reputation, and enjoying the. reward of his toils and sufferings, in 
the respect which was accorded, as well to the rectitude of his 
private life, as to the patriotic services he had rendered.his country. 
He died in the town of Livingston, New York, in the year 1822 . 
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Woman and Masonry. 


Ought not ladies to approve of every at te rapt among men to 
make mankind wiser and happier? Should not the. press, should 
not the pulpit, be the advocates of a philanthropic movement? • 
I confess when I look into the arcana of masonry and draw 
therefrom “ things new and old,” for the public eye, I always 
anticipate a ; favorable reception . I expect that that portion of 
humanity who are virtuous and upright, and who desire to please 
God in this life, that they may enj y Him in the life to come, 
will approve of everything truly Masonic, whether they are men 
or women. But it is asked what has woman to do with Masonry. ^ 
Muoh, every way. Much that I can not explain to you, and much 
which all of you are at liberty to know. The relation of woman 
to Freemasonry resembles that which woman has sustained to 
the country in the present war for the Union. While she 1 as 
not been required to don the soldiers uniform and march to the 
front, she has labored none the less assiduously, none the less 
profitably, in cheering the hearts of the fighting men and provi- 
ding comforts for the sick and wounded. Oh, the blessings that 
through Sanitary Fairs and ofher Godlike measures, the women 
of America have diffused during the last three years ! I do not 
know but the historian of this war, a hundred yeurs hence, will 
pass over all manly deeds of daring to speak of womanly deeds 
of ! mercy. 

Just such a relatibn us this does woman sustain towards Ma- 
sonry. Herself an equal recipient w.th husband and father, of 
all the benefits of the Order, she is expected to co-operate in its 
Godlike deeds of b; n -licence. She is invited to accept from us 
the bonds of adoption, and is promised that the shield of Ma- 
sonic protection shall ever be tin own over her, her honor, her 
family, and everything in which she is most interested. To secure 
her continued atrac im-mt to our cause, to identify her in odP 
labors, and to m ike her claims available to h r in time of need^ 
we coni n tnicare to her various private and beautiful passages of 

3 -vol. 11 . -no. viu. 
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Woman and Masonry. 


a Masonic character, embracing signs and tokens, and means o 
Masonic recognition. 

There was no religion, no future state, no respect, no soul, for 
a woman until Jesus Chi it t cume into the world. In His light 
all these things dawned upon her, and thus Martha and Electa 
became the exemplars, the one of womanly faith , the other of 
womanly sacrifice , to all generations of the female sex while time 
shall last. 

Is not this a sufficient “ making Masons” of the ladies to sat- 
isfy any one ? 1 ask the question because the opponents of Ma- 
sonry, those writers who seek for arguments to vilify and decry 
our Order, are constantly throwing this into our teeth, that “be- 
cause we reject the ladies from our secret conclaves our ceremO' 
nie8 must necessarily be improper, perhaps indecent, perhaps 
blasphemous.” It is not the ladies themselves who present this 
objection. The amiable wife or mother, or the contiding sister, 
whom God has graciously united to a virtuous and upright gen- 
tleman in the relation of husband, brother or son, will not readily 
suppose that the man who is virtuous and moral in private life, 
will practice vice and immorality in a Masonic lodge. It is safe 
to say to the kind ladies present, who at this time may be unmar- 
ried, that if they will- take care to unite themselves to good inen, 
those good men will not :ifterwards become contaminated by any 
influences that Masonry can exert %pon them, even though they 
should pass through all the Degrees Masonry, and arrive to 
the height of being Grand Masters. The gentle lady who rules 
your humble speaker with the power that wedlock gives her, has 

never found her task made one whit more difficult by his being 
a Freemason ! 

I ask again, then, is it not enough to adopt the M^s^n’s wife^ 
sister and daughter as the friends and coadjutors of Masonry to 
satisfy any proper craving of a woman’s heart? I think it is, 
and while no Masonic writer or Lecturer of the present day has 
gone so far as I have to recommend this attention to the ladies, 
that they should aUreceivc the Degrees of Adoption, and betaken 
fcto onr confidence and under our protection, I can not admit 
that the sex has any more right to find fau.lt with us for reserving 
a part of our mysteries from them, than they have because we 
do not enlist them in the army and navy, or employ them in ex- 
cavating canals or other hard labor. 
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Cheer, to the Builders. 

7 — - f 

In our correspondence with those who, like ourselves, are will- 
ing to work to bring about a restoration of the old and uniform 
system, we have used the following words of cheer which, we 
* trust, will be accepted as timely by many readers, 'there never 
was so much encouragement to labor in the cause of uniformity,' 
since the days of Webb, as there is now : 

— That veteran Mason, Gen. Nat. G. Smith, Past Grand Mas- 
ter of Arkansas, thus encourages our efforts, “ I concur with Bro. 
Moms in his efforts to re-establish, or restore, the pure Webb 
work. Uniformity is extremely desirable, and his Masonic Schools 
of Instruction are admirably adapted to that end. Were I a 
young man, I Would delight to ‘ sit at his feet,’ and learn the un- 
alloyed teachings of ancient Masonry from his well-stored mem- 
ory. The ancient dialect of the Craft has become too much ^ 
mixed with the language of Ashdod. Its terseness and perspi- 
cuity have been impaired by modern innovations, and to restore 
it to its pristine beauty, and ancient compact, comprehensive 
status quo, is a ‘ consummation devoutly to be wished.’ ” • , ' 

—No man has more respect for the edicts of Grand Lodges than- 
we have. In, testimony of this we offer all our writings and oral' 
deliverances. We have^U our lives proved our obedience to> the! 
respective Grand Lodges that were over us, * 1 / ^ 

Bui respect for the opinions and intelligence of Grand Ledges * 
is a different thing, and here, in many cases; we acknowledge [ear- • 
selves deficient. We have seen too much, of the bhmderingsvlhe ; 
contradictions, the, , fatal speed, with which Grand Lodge legishv- . 
tiou is so often performed, to respect what judgment abhors, i 
Every Mason has a right, and it is his duty to endeavor, to set the 
Grand Lodge right, when wrong; at the same time he must fee If 
bound to obey it though wrong. Do you understand our position ? 

Suppose a' Grand Lodge composed of the’ representatives of 
more than one hundred Lodges. Suppose this body absolutely 
controlled (despotically) by a clique of four of its members , so 
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that all its financial matters, its honors and its discipline are dis- 
pensed by those four; can we respect such an organization? We 
obey its edicts, but will certainly do what we can to break up the 
clique, and give all the members a part in the legislation. 

— One great merit of th<^ Webb-Preston lectures is their lan- 
guage. Compared with them, how feeble appears all the imita 
tions from the system, whether originating in some uneducated 
backwoods D. D. Lecturer, or from the polished and ornate fancy 
of a Dr. Henning. Trench, on “ The Study of Words,” will en- 
lighten the reader upon the appropriateness of the verbiage of 
the lectures of Webb above all others. 

In the words crafty and cunning , only knowledge and skill were 
originally conveyed. Crafty indeed, still retains very often, and 
especially in Masonry, its more honorable use, a man’s craft being 
bis skill, and then the trade in which he is well-skilled. These 
^ criticisms may be made, with Trench in hand, upon nearly every 
word in the old rituals. “Big words are great favorites with 
people of small ideas and weak conceptions. Illiterate and half- 
educated persons use more big words than people of thorough 
education. It is a very common but very egregious mistake to 
suppose that long words are more genteel than short ones — just 
as the same sort of people imagine that high colors and flashy 
figures improve the style of dress. They are the kind of folks 
who don’t begin, but always ‘commence.’ They don’t live, but 
^feeside.’ They don’t go to bed, but mysteriously ‘retire.’ They 
don’t eat and drink, but ‘ partake of refreshments.’ They are 
never sick, but ‘ extremely indisposed.’ And instead of dying at 
last, they ‘decease.’ The strength of the English language is in 
the short words — chiefly monosyllables of Saxon derivation — and 
people who are in earnest seldom use any other. Love, hate, an- 
ger, grief, joy, express themselves in short words, and direct 
sentences ; while cunning, falsehood and affectation, delight in 
what Horace calls 4 verba sesquipedalian ~WQvd& a foot and a half 
14ng.” 

— In the management of Schools of Instruction, the following 
directions will be found applicable : 

1. Speak slowly, and not too much. 
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2., Preserve perfect order in the Schoof. 

8. Have frequent but brief intermissions. 

- k. Avoid unnecessary words. 

5; Be not over quick to notice and reprove little mistakes. 

0. Stop, or change your course, when attention flags, or is 
maintained with difficulty. 

7. Do not be ashamed to acknowledge your own mistakes. 

8. Mingle anecdote with precept. r 

9. Call frequently upon the members of the School to rphearse. 

10. When you doubt between two words, choose the plainest, 
the commonest, the most idiomatic. Eschew fine words as you 
would rouge ; love simple ones as you would native roses on your 
cheeks. Let us use the plainest and shortest words that will 
grammatically and gracefully express our meaning. 

—Your great zeal is much appreciated. Brave, competent and 
enterprising builders, like yourself, would soon again make our 
ruined city the delight of the eye, and the joy of the heart. So( n 
again would the mystic legend of the lily- work, network, and 
pomegranates beautify the porch of her Temple, and peace and 
harmony again abound. May we not look with trusting eyes for 
that glorious day? We regard you as one of the Nehemiahs 
who will find favor with the king and people, strengthening their 
hands for the good work. Build] build ! 

— The word 8 thence , whence and hence , may, with correctness, 
be preceded by from ... Webster says of thence, that “it is more 
usual though not necessary to use from before it. > The German 
von dannen requires^/Vom. It is only the poets who insist on ex- 
cluding from” As to whence , Webster says, “ From whence may 
be considered as tautological, from being implied in whence j but 
the use is well authorized, an i in some eases the use of it seems JO 
give force or beauty to the phrase.” He makes nearly the same 
remarks relative to hence . 

—Trench says of our language, “ The Anglo-Saxon is not so 
much one element of the English language, as the foundation of 
it, the basis. All its joints, the whole articulation , its sinews and 
its ligaments, the great body of articles, pronouns, conjunctions, 
prepositions, numerals, auxiliary verbs, all smaller words which 
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serve to knit together a*d bind the larger into sentences, — these, 
not to speak of the grammatical structure of the language, are 
exclusively Saxon. The Latin may contribute its tale of bricks, 
yea, of goodly ^ud polished hewn stones, to the spiritual building, 
bill the mortar, with all that holds and binds these together and 
Constitutes them into a house, is Saxon throughout You can 
write a sentence without Latin, but you can not without Saxon.” 

For the study of simple Saxon, we would urge our readers, 
after taking the good old Family Bible as the standard, to peruse 
the writings of Steele, Addison, Swift, etc. 

i ■ _ 


T Affabh.it Y.r— The ancient Lodges were so many schools or 
academies for teaching and improving the arts of designing, es- 
pecially architecture; ami the present Lodges are often employed 
that way in Lodge hours, or else in agreeable conversation, 
though without polities or party feeling; and none of them are 
jill employed ; have no transaction unworthy an honest man or a 
gentleman ; no personal piques, no quarrels, no cursing and swear- 
ing, no cruel rnockings, no obscene talk, or ill manners, for the 
noble and eminent brethren are affable to the meanest; and these 
are duly respectful to their betters in harmony . and proportion ; 
and though on the level, yet always within compass, and accord- 
ing to the square and plumb. — Puclid. 


; Publicity. — What is there in Freemasonry, except the land- 
marks and peculiar secrets, that we ought to be anxious to con- 
ceal? Are our. doctrines unfavorable to the interests of morality, 
that \ve are desirous of hiding them from public observation,? 
Are our ceremonies repulsive to virtue, or our practices subversive 
u> the rules and decencies of society? Nothing like it We boast 
of our benevolent institutions; we extol our brotherly love; we 
^celebrate our regard for the four cardinal and three theological 
•virtues. Why place our light under a bushel? why refuse to. Jet 
it shine before men, that they may see that our good works have 
a tendency to the glory of our Father which is in Heaven ? 


> He that makes anything his chief good wherein virtue, reason 
and humanity do not bear a part, can never do the duties of either 
friendship, justice or liberality. 
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The Pilgrim Mason. . ! , 

Bro. Elisha I). Cooke, whose long journeyings through Euro*- 
'pean lodges afforded to the Masonic render some of the richest 
sources of information ever opened, thus sketches his own Career 
as a pilgrim Mason. He says : . , , 

# As a pilgrim Mason, I have devoted rrfy energies to three prin- 
cipal objects, viz: V 

1. To obtain every description of information relative to Free- 
masonry, whether it be verbal, in print, or in manuscript. 

2. To open a channel for the interchange of Masonic literature* 

»and • A 

tf. To establish a medium as universal as the English language 
for the interchange of Masonic thought, that our reading, and 
thinking brethren on both sides of the Atlantic may become bet- 
ter acquainted, and feel a greater interest in each other. 

These have been the three great lights of my pilgrimage, and 
with these before me, I have not confined myself to any partic- 
ular class of Lodges or Masons. My desire has been, not to 
knew what Masonry is in a first class Lodge, or a fourth plass 
Lodge, but what Masonry is in Great Britain. In England, I 
have been one evening at a Lodge of Instruction where each 
Mason, with a li’tle table in front of him, a glass of “ ’alf and 
*a!f” in one bond, and a pipe in his mouth, would repeat his 
Masonic a b c amid fumes of smoke ; the next evening in the 
Gr iiid Lodge, amidst all the ostentation that vanity, wealth, and 
social position can create. In Seo’ land, one day navigating the 
vari ms Wyndes (small streets or alleys) that lead off from all 
the old streets, in search of old book'', & ; c. ; the next day in com- 
pany with the nobility and h morables, marching through tfye 
streets, preceded by b inds of music, d igs of many colors, and 
surrounded by a large concourse of men, women and children 
In Ireland,. I spent one foreno mat the house of a man who wa$ 
not worth five poun Is, altog^th *r. This Brother was not a reg- 
ular shoemaker, but what they in Ireland call a bro 4112 mender. 
There had been a Lo Ige in the village, of which he was Master, 
but now he was the only m iraher left. Notwithstanding his 
poverty in this world’s goo Is, he has never allowed the warrant 
jto be surrendered, but, o 1 the contrary, he has for the la9t ten 
years, without the slightest assistance from any one, held on to 
it, and paid; the Grand, Lolge dues,.on?e pound, out of his own 
pocket ! In a one horse Irish car, without a top, or an umbrella* 
oa a cold, windy, and rainy day, I went, several duties to see ihi* 
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brother. He had an old box, and in that old box a number of 
old papers, most of which were interesting. We sat down in a 
cold, damp room, without any lire* at d looked them all over, 
wh ch being done, I bade him farewell. I presume he was not 
mote surprised at my unexpected visit, than I was with the per- 
son I went to see. 

Bpt a few days afterwards, and I was enjoying the hospitality 
of tpose holding the first social position in the land, thus con- 
stantly passing from one extreme to ihe other, and culling from 
the Vaiious quarries through which 1 had to pass. My joilrtiey 
has been somewhat checkered. Indeed, it could scarcely ha Me 
been otherwise, cons dering that my associations have been with 
members (»f the human family, and not angels, but it is with a 
sense of justice to oiir British brethren, and With feelings of pe- 
culiar pleasure, as well as pride tor our noble institution,, that I 
here testify that the black squares are few, and far between, 
while those that are bright are countless, and shine with a bril- 
liancy unknown outside of Freemasonry. 


The Number Three. — T he three foundations of genius are r 

1, The gifts of Go' 4 ; 2, Human exertions; 3, The events of Tifb. 
The three first requisites of genius are — 1, An eye to see nature ; 

2, A heart to feel it; 3, A resolution to follow it. The three 

things* indispensable to genius are — 1, Understanding; 2, Medi- 
tation ; 3, Perseverance. The three things that enable genius 
are — l, Vigor; 2, Discretion; 3, Knowledge. The tokens of 
genius are — 1, Extraordinary thought; 2, Extraordinary con- 
duct. ; 3, Extraordinary exertions, flu* three things that improve 
genius are: — 1, Proper exertions; 2, Frequent exertions; 3, Suc- 
cessful exertions. Three things that support genius are — 1, 
Prosperity ; 2, Social qualifications ; 3, Applause. The three 
qualifications of poetry are — 1, Endowment of genius; 2, Judg- 
ment from experience; 3, Felicity of thought. The three pillars 
df learning Ure — 1, Seeing much; 2, Offering much ; 3, Writing 
much. " 


The Freedom oE the Order. — Freemasonry* dissolves,' by 
mystic spells, the thraldom to sect and party, and teaches man to 
recognize a Brother in his fellow-man, whatever be the creed by 
which he worships, the name by which he is called, or the edtin- 
$ry from which he comes. 
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EDITORIAL CHIT-CHAT, TIDINGS & INTELLIGENCE. 

[This department, to which we shall give, the present year, a large space, 
is made of extracts from our daily correspondence, replies to queries, ^nd 
brief notes of a literary and general character.] 

, * . ’ ■ aI. . .... 

— We know but little of the proposed Masonic Congress at 
Leipsic. The meeting at Paris, in 1856, does not seem to have 
accomplished anything. Our foreign Brethren differ so much 
from American Masons upon the questions of secresy, etc., as to 
render any agreement between us and them almost homeless. We 
append a few of the ideas whose discussion now occupied the at- 
tention of foreign Masonic journals. 

1. All secresy should tye abolished. Bro. Dp Stem argues that 
“ Secresy places Masonry in opposition to the civilization of the 
timed and the spirit controlling it. Publicity is in accordance with 
the spirit of the times.” 

2., The abolishment of Grand Lodges . The same writer (Stem) 
proposes to introduce a free commonwealth with equal rights for 
all its members, in legislation. 

3. The abolishment of Degrees. 

4. The abolishment of Rituals (“ form-service”). “To remove 
all that is antiquated and place it in the Master’s power to abbre- 
viate at his discretion,” is^the idea presented for the consideration 
of the Grand Lodge of Saxony. 

5. The abolishment of the old obligation. 

6. The abolishment of titles r of uncovering at prayer , of his- 
torical emblems , and of physical preparation. 

/—We are sorry to learn that our old friend the faithful Grand 
Tyler of Maryland, Bro. David Martin, has prepared to hand in 
his resignation this fall. He deems himself physically incompe- 
tent for the charge being nearly 70 years old. He will be missed. 
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— As to the “usefulness” of Freemasonry, Brother William 
Hacker, of Indiana, in a late address, has well said, “ while there 
is the widow’s wail to hush, the orphan’s tear to dry, the discon- 
solate to comfort, the distressed of every kind to relieve, Masonry 
will have enough to do to justify the continuance of her organi- 
zation and demaud the exercise of all her energies. Then, while 
we have such evidences of the fruits of our labors, the prayers of 
jthe widow and orphan continually ascending to the Great I Am 
from all parts of our afflicted earth, for blessings upon our well- 
meant' efforts in alleviating the distresses to which mankind is heir, 
we may, regardless of the scoffs of the envious, or the anathemas 
of the bigot, go on in our mission of love and mercy to an afflicted 
world.” 

— The same experienced Brother exhorts his brethren in the 
following eloquent strains : 

“ Brethren, let us renew our vows, and pledge to each other a 
re-doubling of our efforts in the great mission of human benefac- 
tion, the bright polar star of our organization. Go, kindle anew 
the light of hope and joy in the dwellings darkened by death! 
Bring health tc the diseased, rest to the weary, hope to the des- 
ponding ! Take the defenceless orphans by the hand, and lead 
them in the paths of virtue and honor, carefully guarding the in- 
nocent and defenceless! Let love and mercy actuate all your 
movements, harmony attend your steps, the heaven-born princi- 
ples of our time honored institution be your guide! thus 

gather around you a circle of light and of love, and let it extend 
with increasing lustre wider and wider, until those thousands of 
bright circles shall meet and comrhingle in one, and earth once 
beebme as the Garden of Jehovah, and joy and gladness fill the 
whole earth. 'Then, and not until then, may we lay aside our 
working-tools, disband our organization, and retire from labor to 
rest!” 

— We have several forms of Commissions granted to Grand 
Lodge representatives, but there is none better than the following. 

“By the Most Worshipful, John Q. A. Fellows, Grand Mister 
of the most ancient and honorable .Fraternity of Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons of the State of Louisiana, in the United States of 
America; * : 

Whereas, the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons of — and the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge 
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of the Ancient and Honorable Fraternity of Free and Accepted 
Masons, of the State of Louisiana, have agreed to cultivate with 
each other a more intimate correspondence than has heretofore 
existed betweenthem, and believing the ties of Brotherly Affec- 
tion maybe strengthened, the prosperity of the Masonic family 
promoted, and the Unity, Integrity and Piirity of the Order) pro- 
tected, and its utility and honor confirmed, by the appointment 
and reception of the Representatives from each of the aforesaid 
Grand Lodges to the other ; 

Therefore, be it known that we, reposing especial trust and con- 
fidence in otir well-beloved Brother — : — — -, have thought 

fit to constitute and appoint, and by these presents do constitute 

and appoint the said — — , , the Representative of the 

Grand Lqdge of Louisiana near the Grand Lodge of — , for 

the purpose aforesaid. '** 

In testimony whereof, we have caused the seal of the- Grand 
Lo(|ge to be hereunto affixed, and have signed the same At the 
city of New Orlernjy in the United States of America, this tenth 
day of May, A. D., V| 860 , A. L., 5860 . 

. Samuel G. Risk, J. Q. A. Fallows, 

Grand Secretary. Grand Muster. 

— We can cordially agree with this sentiment from the talented 
pen of Simons : 

“What the mysteries of ancient Egypt did for the civilization 
and enlightenment of that people and those with whom they be- 
came connected ; those who followed after them and treasured up 
their wisdom, Masonry may do for us. Resulting from ihe earli- 
est conceptions of the unity of God and the immortality of the 
soul, its mission is far above the temporary expedients of common 
life ; its place is among those sciences that have been gradually 
dispelling the mists of ignorance, removing the rubbish of preju- 
dice^ elevating the soul toward its immortal destiny, and preparing 
it for its place in the presence of the Supreme Architect, as the 
best and most perfect of His works.” * 

— Bro. Wm. Storer, of Conn., gives our own thought as well 
as his, in the following: ' 

u The time has come, when the great luminary of the day, frorp, 
the moment he leaps from the Atlantic wave till he laves his 
hurtling brow in the placid waters of the Pacific, censes not to 
shine 6n Bind illuminate the towers and minarets of the beautiful 
Jcmptes of Freemasonry. From the granite coast of Mitihe to 
the golden shores of California, every State of this mighty empire 
of freemen has now its Grand Masonic Lodge.” . 
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— We need never attempt to vie with nnscrnpulous violators of 
the Masonic covenant in foul language ! The party to whom you 
refer has recently taken bis lessons out of Anti-masonic books. 

In the Anti-masonic efforts of Solomon South wick, published 
during* the Morgan fever, we find the following epithets applied 
to Freenfesons : 

“Banditti Brethren, vile impostors, hypocrites, time fools, time- 
fuddles, sharpers, knaves, noodles, charlatans, fools, blackguards, 
ignoramuses, wolves, drunkards, gullees, cpxcombs, noodle nobil- 
ity, debauchees, a motley nocturnal crew, blasphemers, baccha- 
nalians, deceptive hearts, dumpling heads, niucumpoops, block- 
heads.” 

On various occasions he likewise introduced the following 
(eclecticisms : 

“ Freemasonry is the steps that lead down to the gates' of hell; 
the paths of perdition; conclaves of corruption ; disgusting and 
blasphemous rites; Milton’s darkness visible; worse than Bed- 
lam’s folly; assinine conclave; ass-associate conclave; Atheism 
and infidelity ; degrading mummery ; genuine academies of Satan; 
sink of iniquity and corruption ; midnight revels and debauches; 
the legitimate offspring of hell ; modern whore of Babylon; naught 
but darkness, fiction and falsehood ; nocturnal conclaves of cor- 
ruption and licentiousness; temples of dissipation and delusion; 
false and wicked mysteries; lamb-skin order; lamb-skin fraterni- 
ty; blood-stained order; a monster; the offspring of the meanest 
motives; a focus of iniquity, (the Grand Lodge;) mystery and 
moonshine ; school of Old Nick ; dark altars of infidelity ; sources 
of iniquity ; protection of fraud and villainy ; all mummery, 
quackery, trumpery, fraud and falsehood; the genuine academies 
of tippling; manufactory for noodles.” 

This is the style of weapons the Anti-masons employed agjinst 
us thirty years ago ; the very same that sceptics use against the 
votaries of religion, and the unchaste use against the virtuous. 

—We have no better prpspectus for a Masonic periodical to 
offer you than the following : 

In the prospectus of the Masonic Miscellany , published at 
Lexington, Ky., in 1821 , we find this enlarged idea of what the 
Brotherhood require in a Masonic journal : “ Original essays on 

the history, design, tendency and general principles of the Order; 
comments, so far as they may with propriety be made on the 
several degrees, with allusions to the lectures and explanation ot 
the emblems; selections from approved Masonic works, with an- 
notations and illustrations; notices of new publications on Ma- 
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sonry which may from time to time appear, with occasional 
extracts; applications of parts of ancient history, both scored 
and profane, to the mysterious traditions of the Order ; Masonic 
odes, hymns, songs, &c. ; Masonic intelligence, embracing not 
only an account of the officers from time to time elected in the 
several Grand Lodges and Grand Chapters throughout the Union 
and the Subordinate Lodges and Chapters in the western coun- 
try, with a notice of new Lodges and Chapters that may be 
established, but also a statement of all those facts and incidents 
in every part of the world, so far as an extensive correspondence 
can furnish them, which may be interesting to the Masonic fra- 
ternity and tend to throw light on its condition and prospeots.” 


— The following, from Brother E. H. Rhodes, commanding 2d 
Reg. Ills. VoL, is one of the best of the class we have received : % 

I was very glad last night to receive two copies (in one) of the 
Voice for April anl May. My knowledge of Masonry is of great 
benefit to me in the army, and I frequently see instances of broth- 
erly love that warm my heaH toward the institution. One in 
particular let me relate. After the battle of Gettysburg, Penn., 
our regiment was sent out as skirmishers. While crossing the 
blood-stained field some of our officers recognized in the dead 
body of a rebel Colonel a brother. Although exposed to a severe 
fire of sharpshooters, a grave was dug and the body interred, 
while all the honors possible were paid. For the sprig of ever- 
green a green corn leaf was used. I was in darkness at the time, 
but the incident so affected me that I became enlightened at the 
first opportunity. 

— We have been complimented by the eminent Musical Pub-j 
fishing House of Vf. A. Pond & Co., No. 647 Broadway, New 
York, with the following pieces of music. The musical member 
of our household vouches for them as admirable productions, and 
upou her endorsement we recommend them. 

Songs. — What will they tell our children when this sad war is ’ 
o’er: Wake from thy happy dreams. 

Polka. — ffleethie, by Anderson ; Relief \ by Kleber. 

Miscellaneous. — Puck Wuljes Galop, (i brilliant thought 
from Hiawatha) ;• La Chasse , by Berg ; La Perle da Soir y Ma- 
zurka, by Ketterer ; Grand Caprice Hongrois, by the same. 

Messrs. Pond & Co. have no superiors in the line of musical 
merchandise, and their list of publications is very complete. 
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\ — Yonr quotation ec-neerning death is wbrthy of a place in our 
columns: 


But know (hat thou must render up thy dead 
And with high interest too— they are not thine : 

But only in thy keeping for a season 
Till the great promised day of restitution ; 

When loud diffusive sound fr« m brazen trump 
• Of strong lunged cheiub shall ala>m thy captive* 

And rouse the long, long sle< ptrs into life, 

Daylight apd liberty 

Then must thy gates fly open and reveal the minds 
Ttiat lay, long forming, underneath the ground 
In thine dark cells immur< d ; but now lull ripe 
And pure as si.ver from the crucible 
That twice has stood the torture of the fire 
And inquisiiion of the forge. We know 
The l'lustrious Deliver of mankind 
The Son of God iht-e foiled. Jlim in thy power 
Thou could'st not hold ; i-elf-vig* roue He rose 
4 And shaking off iby fetters, M>on retook 
Those spoils hia voluntary yielding but, 

Sure pledge of our reUasement ftvra thy thrail. 

It was his r *yal will 

That where He is, there should his followers be. 

Death only lies between. 

-^-Parvin never said a better tiling than when he wrote this: 

“ Th& Brethren are becoming too well informed to regard with 
awe and admiration the Master who sets no value upon the mor- 
ality, thq precepts, the law or the antiquity of our time-honored 
institution ; but who regards the knowledge of our Rituals as the 
one thing needf ul , and which can be acquired in three months as 
well as in thirty years — while a life-time of assiduous study and 
practice, is necessary to acquire and exemplify the former. 
v u The power of doing good, the mean# of greater influence, 
and the area of our labors, are continually w idening, and every 
day’6 experience shows the necessity of being well informed 
themselves and selecting for their rulers those who are better 
informed, wise, prudent and courteous, and possessing the confi- 
dence of the community at large* , A part of these qualifications 
can only be attained by him who has access to a fountain of 
Masonic literature.” 

—You may say that the misconduct of one Mason amounts to 
little or nothing in so great a society as ours, but you are wrong. 
The man who in a great steamer having 500 passengers, began 
tg bore a hole unde* his own berth^ declaring that it waanotbfe 
intt ntioo to meddle with any other .person, was as sensible as yoo 
will be if you act upon that theory. 
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— We have received from the publishers, Messrs. Macoy & 
Sickels, New Yord, a new volume thus entitled: “ A familiar 
Treatise on the Principles and Practice of Masonic Jurispru - 
dence, by John W. Simons, Past Grand Master of New York.’’ 
Brother Simons Is a thinking, working man. With private busi- 
ness sufficient to occupy the time of any other man, he yet finds 
time to visit Masonic bodies, to cousel the Craft in their vicissi- 
tudes and to write .out the results of his experience. Thus the 
volume above-named was composed ; not: as task-work, but as the 
summing-up of long and active labor in Masonry. If ever a 
cemetery is established for dead Grand Masters (dead, we mean 
as to usefulness,) this brother will have no grave therein. 

The “Familiar Treatise” is a 12mo. of 312 pages. A glance 
at the index shows the extent of the ground covered. The sub- 
jects are ably treated from the New York point of view and 
where the writer does not let his prejudices control him — as we 
are sorry to see he has while alluding to “ Conservators ” — .there 
is a force of expression which gives fascination to his style. Wo 
shall he glad to see the book find its way to every brother’s book- 
shelf. Address the publishers, at 430 Broome Street; New 
York. • • 

— We learn with profound regret of the death of Brother 
Edward A. Rayriiond, Past Grand Master of Massachusetts. 1 He 
deceased August 1, 1864, aged .73 years. (Born J^eb. 6, 1791.) 
Initiated at Cambridgeport, Mass., January 15* 1816, he remained 
an active worker among the Craft for nearly fifty years. The 
Masonic Monthly, says of his services : “ There was po day for 

more than forty of the last years of his life when he did not hold 
some responsible office or offices in the Maonic ^organization, 
which fact affords- sufficient py>of that he discharged his duties 
faithfully and secured the approbation of his faithful Masonic 
brethren.” 

— We sorrow at the death of Bro. Hiram Harlow, of Belle- 
fontaine, Iowa, a good man and true and faithful to his covenants. 
Bro. U. D. Taylor testifies concerning him, that “he was one of 
the most zealous of Masons.” 
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Standard Notices. 

The various changes in editors and publishers, during the past year, require 
that we should ninke the following standard notice, viz : 

a 11 correspondence of the Voice, of Masonry , whether editorial or other- 
wise, and all orders for the Miniature Monitor must be addressed to Bro. J. C. 
W. Bailey, 128 and 130 Clark St., Chicago, Illinois. This will be invariable. 
Bro. Bailey will forward to Bro. Rob Morris, at N**w York City, such of 
the correspondence as is strictly editorial. 

No further copies of the Hubbard Observance can be furnished. Those who 
wish for the Eastern Star Manual may write to Bro. Rob Morris, at New York 
City. 

Masonic Law and Usaqe. — We will continue to reply to questior s upon 
these subject*. But our correspondents must enclose po tage stamps to cover 
expenses of postage and stationery. We can not any longer endure the bur- 
den of furnishing both time and money without return. A few stamp- from 
e »ch correspondent will not be fe t 1 y them, but will make to us a difference 
of inn ny hundred dollars a year. 

Increase our Subscription Lists. — Every reader of the Voice is an au- 
thorized agent for it, and we look t . such to enlarge our circulation. If each 
of our present patrons would secure only one more subscriber , the gain to us 
would be immense. Brethren : remember the needs of the hard-pressed 

publisher, and give him the aid of jour purse and influence. 

\ 

Advertisements. — We solic.t advertisements for our Business Sh»*et. Our 
circulation is unequalled by any other Masonic journal ; we reach the best 
Masons in every Lodge ; our terms are as low as any, and we solicit advir- 
tising patronage accordingly. 

Uniformity or Rituals.— The work of general and thorough Uniformity 
in Rituals is advancing day by diy with an irresistible momentum. Vain are 
denunciations ; vain the torrents of abuse and calumny. The most consider- 
ate, the most conservative members of the fraternity, men who never uni ed 
in a Masonic effort before, are uniting i^thie, while the masses of thn breth- 
ren are resolved to have nothing less than general and thorough uniformity. 
We invite the correspondence of all who revere the ancient landmarks. 

Copies of Proceedings, Addresses, By-'aws, &c.,&c., are so'i -ited, as here- 
tofore. Address them to care of Bro. Bailey, as above. G ve us early no- 
tices of deaths, casualties, celebrations, festivals, &c , &c. 

The office of Bro. Rob Morris has been permanently established at No. "»45 
Broadway, New York. 
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. Masonic Law, . 

The system of Masonic Law has but little of the republican 
or democratic spirit about it. All its greater principles — wety 
termed in Masonic parlance Landmarks — and most of the minor, 
details of its governmental policy are provided to our hamjiva* 
they were provided to pur fathers’ hands anes since, in the tnp lo- 
tions and publications of the Order. Of all the wretched theories 
into which even some learned in the economy of Masonic g<>V 
eminent have boon led, none probably has been more pprpicious 
in ps results than that assumption, which places the original ^au£. 
sole authority of Masonic government in t the consent of th\ 
governed. This, error strikes a b.lpw at the very base, pf the 
Structure on which All government. and order rest among mpn— . 
the inviolable sanctity of law . It institutes popular price, 1<3u;| 
the authority of antiquity, and perhaps it is not too much to ado. 
in view of the great purposes for which the Masonic institution 
was originally set up; the aut/wfltj/ of "God. ‘ It writes 'upon tin 
w&ve- w ashed asTA > r c the laws which ought to be earned in fW 

, ... I'it-j 

rock ot eternal justice. 
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Under these impressions we have labored in our various pub* 
locations to bring out the passages of Masonic Law, ancient and 
universal, which are happily reserved from the ravages of time, 
rather than the local and ephemeral legislation of modern Grand 
Lodges. In these there is space enough to set up the parts and 
pillars of §ie Masonic structure and to erect an edifice which 
shall be recognized by the intelligent eyes of Masons everywhere 
and shall stand until the last great purpose for which the Institu- 
tion was originally designed shall be accomplished. The author- 
ity for each of our Masonic 44 decisions w is derived directly or 
indirectly from the Ancient Charges and Constitutions, accept- 
able in these latter days to every seeker for Masonic light It 
matters but little to us whether these decisions are found to agree 
with the local practice in all the 39 Grand Lodge jurisdictions of 
the United States or not 

But it matters much to a person bent upon pursuing the science 
of Masonry upon ancient and universal principles, when he finds 
discrepancies, sometimes radical in their nature, in the usages of 
the Craft around him. It is almost disheartening to the con- 
scientious student of Masonry to discover that his Covenant with 
bis Grand Lodge differs from his Covenant to the Craft univer - 
$aL This ha* startled, discouraged, disgusted many a young 
and zealous Brother, who but for this might have become a bright 
light in the Order. 

The first duty of every Mason is of course to obey the order$ 
of his Grand Lodge . Right or wrong his very existence as a 
Mason is suspended upon such obedience. Failing to do this 
expulsion follows, which is Masonic death. 

But the Grand Lodges are easily swayed and most easily in 
the right direction. There are so many lights available at the 
present times that the zealous and learned brother who is con- 
scientiously opposed to one innovation adopted by his Grafd 
Lodge has it almost in his own power to control that body and 
accomplish a change. 


J3T Adversity overcome, is the brightest glory; and willing- 
ly undone, the greatest virtue. Sufferings are but trials of valiant 
spirits. 


Digitized by LiOOQle 



A Mason's Bible. 




A MaBon’8 Bible. 

Looking over his family Bible, one day, were struck witk 
*he dilapidated condition of the latter portion of it Such text# 
as these were nearly rubbed out by frequent use, as we have seem 
at a country hotel, a State map greasy and worn nearly through 
at the spot representing the locality : “ The wisdom that is from 

above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreat- 
ed, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without 
hypocrisy.” “Pure religion and undetiled before God and tha 
Father, is this : To visit the fatherleps and widows ip their 
affliction, and keep himself unspotted from the world.” But 
while these portions of his copy of the New Testament were 
almost illegible from frequent use, those terrible laws thundering 
wrath upon people who deserved all that they got and more, those 
passages, we mean, which occupy so much of the older Scrip 
tures, seem to have had no attractions for him ; for we found a 
one dollar bill alongside the eighteenth chapter of Genesis that 
looked as if it had been there ever since Brother Lafayette?# 
visit, in' 1825. If a man’s daily reading is any index to his char* 
acter, this will give us an insight into his. He is modeled upon 
that second of the “ Lines Parallel,” who died at Jerusalem, and 
his motto is : “ By the exercise of Brotherly Love we are taught 

to regard the whole human species as one family ; the high, the 
low, the rich, the poor ; who, as created by one Almighty Parent} 
and inhabitants of the same planet, are to aid, support, and pro* 
tect each other. Ou this principle Masonry unites men of eveiy 
country, sect, and opinion, and conciliates true friendship among 

t ose who might otherwise have remained at a perpetual dhh 
uce.” Good words. 


Pbi&^bcution’s of thb Fbatbbsitt. — Profane history is on* 
of black record of its cruelties an l its crimes — md our fraternity 
has been doomed to have its tragic part in fee ling the fi *es of tbt 
stake, and in agonising beneath the tortures of the scaffold and* 
the axe. 
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Not F^r from M$. 


BY ROB.MOR^m, 


of the most touching, expressions in the Boqlcof Psalijpu 
fruitful as the book is in a{| that touches the feelings as 
.* Sanies of fire, is this prayer : u Oh. Jjord,l>e not far fiH>,m ijae. |’r- 
xxxv. 22. 


Ki"' 

!■'■ • 
&\ • 


* : 

l*; 




M ; 


Not fnr from m e, m t far from me, 
When*'fir«» on checkered floor , ; 

.1 bow in humble irusf fhe kuee, 

My Maker >o adre : — 

I' bow and fervently declare, - 
That, God is all my portion there. 

tfot far from me, not far from pie, 

• In Middle Chamber, let! < 

I pass fhe mystin portals fhree 
And up the £t.*i»way tread : — 

’« (pause before the Mahk divine 
Whose light is Masonry’* and mint. 

Not far fr ra me. not far from me, 

W Heliest Pierce f-etr* ye*f, 1 

human hopes all fad/e orjflee f 
And there is none to aid, 

Amii there is no e to'hcor my cry, 

. . . , S%yo Thou, all pifyipg Djeity. 

Not far from mo not far f r m me, 

' These my>tic ’abors dope 

, My body the de-'thlese.tro*, 
My soul before fhe Throne, 

*' ‘Oh God rnrnftgtTMfcst eternity 

He mine the place not far from The*. 


-National Preematvn. 


nil/ A' .a t * 7" “*.<t **u ♦ ii ah. 

Y*ii • < 1 - i -'4- •' i . t. “ • f JJ v,\,. 7 ' ■ 

The woHd tw4fH*sj itsolf iubout tbpfy^ul as a serpent doth 
•Ufeout. Ata 'eagle t-o hitidfr its- •flight upward natid sting it tn death. 
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Masonic Events that Occurred in September..../ 


RIRTIIS OP PERSONS WHO BECAME DISTINGUISHED MASONS. 

<n ' . ■ • I ) . ' „ r 

4820, 1st, Oliver George. 1800,4th, B. B. French. 1733,5thji 
Wieland. 1816, 5th, Thos. II. B *nt.on, Jr. r 1757, 6th, (Lafayette** 
1806, 0rh, Luke E. Barber. 1707, 10th, Jeremy liidley. 1786, 
10th, John J. Crittenden. 1814, 10th, D. T. Monsarrat. 1830, 
15th, N. O. Benjamin. 1825, 19th, James L. Enos. 1 1796, 223d, 

, James Penn. 1838, 24th, Elisha D. Cooke. 1744, 2otb, Fred;' 
Wm. Second. 1790, 25th, George Craghead. 17*93, 27th, JLz 
G. Storer. 

• 

INITIATIONS OF MASONS AFTERWARDS DISTINGUISHED. ' 

1771, 8th, Schroder. 1851, 8th, John Beach. 1761, lOth^ 
Joseph Warren. 1 So 7, 20th, John C. Baker. 18l39, 28th, C. 0.* 
Fellows. 

DEATHS OF WELL-KNOWN MASONS. ‘ 

1859, 1st, Amos Adams. 1854, 9th, Edmund P. Hunter, G. M«o 
V:\. 1801,9th, Charles Gilman. 1845, 11th, Moses Holbrook* ; 

1759, 13th, General James Wolfe (killed at Q tehee). 1852, 18th, s 
Wellington. 1850, 18th, J. Worthington Smith, P. G. M., Va.. 
1832, 2Ut, Walter Scott. 1845, 23d, David Moore, P. G. H. P.,. 
of Ala. 1832, 24th, Eli Bruce. 1842, 20th, Marquis Wellesley. 
1859, 27th, Wm. O. Baker. 1858, 29th, Stephen Lovell, P. G. LL/ 
P., Mass. 1850, 30th, S unuel Divies^, P. G M., Ky. 

* COliNER STONES PLANTED. 

1807, 1st, North Pier, Frazerburg, Scotland. 1851, 2d, Hall, 
Detroit, Mich. 18£3, 3d, Jamaica Sr. Bridge, Glasgow, Scotland. 
1826, 0th, Monument at Fort Griswold, Ct. 1859, 6th Mas. Hall, 
St. John’s Lodge, No. 1030, Australia. 1859, 1 0th, Perry Monu- 
ment, near Sanfduskv, O. 1851. 11th, Court House, Chicago, III/ 

1855, f 2th, State House, Boston, Mass. 181,5, 14th, Epis. Ch.', 
Washington, D. C. 1855, 17th, State Library, Boston, Mass. 1 

1856, 17th, Custom House, Wheeling, Va. 1793, 18th, Capitol, 

Washington, D. C. 1826, 19th, Mas. Hill, Washington, D. C. ‘ 
1859, 21st, Methodist Ch., Medina, O. 1772, 22d, Harbor Ayr, 
Scotland. 1787, 23d, Drawbridge Harbor, Leith, Scotland. 1703, ^ 
2‘4th, Bridge, Wear, Sunderland, England. 1858, 24t.h, Ineb.* 
Asylum, Binghamton, N. Y. 1827, 28th, Zion Church, Palmyra*' 
N. Y. 1826, 30th, Methodist Churcd, Pt. Gibson, Miss. ' • lV 
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EDIFICES, AC., MASONIC ALLY DEDICATED. 

1841, 1st, Grand Hall, Lexington, Ky. 1860, 10th, Pernr Statue- 
Cleveland, O. 1820, 15th, Mas. Hall, Portsmouth, N. H. 1854* 
20th, Hall Preston Lodge, No. 281, Louisville, Ky. 1841, 22d* 
Hall, Charleston, S. C. 18 >5, 26th, Temple, Philadelphia, Pa. 
1858, 29th, Mas. Cemetery, Santa Fe, N. Y. 

CASUALTIES. 

1859, 15th, Hall of Cleveland Lodge, Chicago, 111,, burnt. 
1851, 1 8th, Hall, Matagorda, Texas, destroyed by tornado. 1850, 
fOlh, Mas. Hal), Pine, Ark., burnt 

V MASONIC GRAND BODIES ORGANIZED. 

1856, 2d, Grand Consistory, 111. 1781, 5th, Prov. G. L., N. G. 

1858, 7th, G. Consistory, Ark. 1851, 25th, G. L., Oregon. 1786, 
i5lh, G. L., Penn. 

% MISCELLANEOUS. 

18i 9, 1st, Obsequies Thomas Smith Webb, by G. L. and G., 
Ch., Kv. 1820, 1st, Am. Mas. Reyiste r. New York, est. 1865, 
l>|^ Code Masonic Law (Morris) pub. 1855, 1st, Ashlar , Detroit, 
Mien. ••st. 1862, 2d, G. Eue. U. S, at New York. 1809, 4th, 

Mas. Union S. C. 1829, 4th, Fourth Con. G. G. En. and Sixth 
Oon. G. G. Ch., U. vS., New York. 1789, 5th, Prov. G. L., N. Y., 
dissolved. 1850, »th. Cent. Cel., Hiram Lodge, No. 1, New Ha- 
Fen, Ct. 1857, <th, Univ. Masonic Library completed. 70, 8th y 
Jerusalem destroyed by Titus. 1580, 8th, Turks retired from 
Malta. 1800, 8th, C *nv. Lexington, to est. G. L., Ky. 1758 9th, 
Thirteenth Con. G. (4. En. and Fifteenth Con., G. G. Ch., U. S., 
Hartford, Ct. 1857, 9th, Honorarium to Win. 1>. Hubbard, G. G. 
M.of G. G. En., U. S. 1801, i 0th, G. L., Mass., ceased number- 
ing its Lodges. 1814, 10th, Ninth Con. 


— Amongst the many plans to realize money for the noble and 
glorious purpose of Masonic charity, one was originated by Col 
Wilson, of Simeoe, C. YV., as follows:* A Brother and former 
M aster of a Lodge in Canada West had, by misfortune, lost his 
property, which was considerable, and been reduced to blindness 
by disease of the eves. A journey to a distinguished oceuli-t in 
New York promised a restoration from the latter calamity. But 
the, expenses of traveling were heavy, and the surgeon’s fee ex- 
oejssive; the Brotherhood were few and poor — what was to be 
done? In this emergency Bro. Wilson proposed to write, deliver 
and publish a Masonic Address, to be sold for the benefit of th# 
-distressed Brother. It was done. 
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THE SISTER’S CHALLENGE. 

Is Freemasonry Practical? 

A MASONIC TALE, IN SIX PAKTS, BY BOB MORRIS, LL. D. 


PART FOURTH. 

The coming around of St John’s Day, in December, is ever » 
genial season to the Masonic Craft. It was peculiarly so this year 
at Biirnettsville, owing to the presence of Past Grand Lecturer 
Phripps whose residence was indeed some sixty miles distant, but 
'who, having heard of the pleasant series* of meetings going on 
at Biirnettsville, had lesolved, at whatever labor and trouble, to 
enjoy a share in them. The election ef Officers occurred early in 
the day; the Installation this year was private, and the officers 
being all re-elected, it was with many a beaming eye and hearty 
good cheer that the assemblage opened at *2£, p. m. Brother 
Singsby had been detailed the month before to deliver the sketch, 
but, of course, now that Phripps was present he stubbornly re- 
fused, declaring that his eyes and ears were in such a state to-day 
he couldn’t tell the . truth if called upon ! So Phripps consented 
to be the spokesman. 

Now Phripps, like all Grand Lecturers, was thoroughly “posted.** 
What he didn’t know no one need ask about. The profundity of 
his researches was beyond all description. Everything in Ma- 
•onry had been taken to pieces by his skilful hands, cleaned, 
scraped, oiled and put together again better than new. (It is said 
he had wheels enough left to make a new Degree!) So when he 
told a story it was indeed original. And his story bore for its 
title 

THE CONQUEST. 

It is the manner in which Abner Lowenthal became a Madon 
that I am about to explain to you. Brother Lowenthal wa9 ainaa 
of considerable distinction in the county of . For mfepy 
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years lie had held the office of County Judge, was the Commis- 
sioner of Public Schools, and occupied other posts of distinction 
among his fellow-countrymen. At almost every session of the 
Legislature he was elected to either the upper or lower 
House. In all respects he was the model of a gentleman, and 
when Preamble Lodge, P. A. M., was established U. D. in his 
county, it was naturally hoped bv the zealous eigfit, whose names 
were in the petition, that Esquire Lowenthal would be found 
among the applicants for M 4 * 0*1 iu light ...... 4 

And so he was, but his application was long protracted on ac- 
count of his wife. Mrs. L. (formerly Miss Sharp, of Lockpo't, N. 
t., :i schoolmistress,) had been raised up according to the strict- 
est principles of antun.isomy. At Lockport, whence poor I L uce 
W a* torn for that sad incarceration (twenty-eight months in the 
Canandaigua jab), the public feeling was for a while intensely 
positive against the Craft. At every fireside hung a devilish little 
engine of an explosive character labeled “ Giddins’ Antimasonic 
Almanac.” The newspaper reading of the place was a compound 
of hitter partisanism, more bitter sectarianism, and most bitter 
antimasonry. The young lady had been so long fed upon this 
pleasant pabulum, that it is no wonder she was decided in her 
antimasonic opinions. It is only wonderful that ever a boy or 
girl raised in Western New York, between I82U and 183CJ, be- 
came a Mason or a Mason’s wife at all. 

Mr. Lowenthal was an outspoken man in all his ways, and 
freely acknowledged his desire to unite himself with tue Frater- 
nity just then making an establishment in his county. The an- 
nouncement was m<*t with an opposition upon his wife’s part that 
astonished him. She did not go into hysterics (that is reserved 
for the heroines of novels), but she loosened her tongue, as female . 
tongues are sometimes loosened, and ran over all the elements of 
feminine logic, making miraculous combinations of its rules and 
principle, and ended ev« ry breath with a declaration that if u he 
(her husband) joined them (the Masons), she (Mrs. L.) would 
crave a divorce, leave the country, and die.” So decided was 
{belittle lady as to stagger hel* husband, and cause many a seiL 
out, thought as he sat in his judicial post at the county seat, or in 
frif place at the country church. 
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I was. written, to upon the subject to suggest a plan by which* 
the lady could be reconciled to his initiation. My counsel was 
'that “ he should goon and lake his* three degrees quietly and^ 
tru^t to his wife’s 4 sober, second thought,’ amj affect vpii for her? 
husband to receive him again into favor*’' Tl^s plan was agreed 
to, and I put myself to some trouble to be present and officiate. 
It was a cold wintry night, the room exceedingly uncomfortable,'* 
apd the attendance sparse. I have rarely ever suffered so notch, 
in person as during the three hours i passed with those zealous* 
brethren of Preamble U. IX; but wlien Mr. Lowenthal was i in- 
troduced, and the ceremonies. of his*»inilialion begun, I at once, 
forgot all the disagrecabililies of my position. There was that 
in his faet^ which spoke the man of dignity, authority, ami thought- 
ful decision. lie seemed horn to command, and I selected him 
at once as one who would, in due season, if Masonry met his 
rational favor, become a Master in Israel, and even sit upon tlie ; 
Grand Lodge dais, the governor of the entire Craft, llis intclli-, 
gent eyes spoke volumes. In the lengthy and elaborate lectures 
wit^fKvhieh, according to my invariable occasion, I closed the 
■subject, he followed me with a perfect understanding, and often 
seemed to anticipate my words, and mentally to enlarge upon my 
meaning. We parted, and I met him but once more, wfien he 
lay in hie coffin. 

His wife was not informed of the step lie had taken until he 
• became a Master Mason. The news w^s then broken to her, by 
my suggestion, in the following manner: A party of gentlemen 
ami ladies met at her house, in which, as if by accident, every 
man was a Mason, and every lady a Mason's wife. After refresh- 
ments had been served, one of the gentlemen,* a preacher vener- 
able for age and piety, proposed to give them a little leetme on 
Masonry. This was readily* responded to, and by none more 
greedily than Mrs. L., who had all the curiosity of her sex. Tne 
reverend brother opened with some happy remarks upon “ the 
advantages of Freemasonry to its votaries,” showing how it in- 
clined men to be temperate, brave, prudent, and just, ami incul- 
cated the most moral ami religious sentiments at every step. He 
then ingeniously, and without exciting suspicion as to his inten- 
tions, turned his subject so as to show that the female sex are, if 


Digitized by 


Google 



394 


The Sitter's Challenge. 


possible, more practically interested in the Masonic institution 
than the male, and that ladies ought to be the warmest friends 
that Masonry possesses. This, you know, my Brethren, is not 
hard to do* Ladies are helpless, dependent, and needy, and re- 
quire the strong ^tm, the wise counsel, and the business tact of 
men. He showed them that the ^orthy wives and daughters of 
Master Masons, traveling among strangers, had an acknowledged 
elaim upon the sympathy, counsel, and pecuniary aid of every 
M aster Mason with whom they came in contact, and related some 
most touching incidents in which their application, under such 
circumstances, had led to t\% happiest results. 

The only difficulty in this case, the old man remarked, is the 
want of the means of making themselves known to the Frater- 
nity. So many impostors of both sexes are afloat upon the great 
wave of modern travel, that the mere word of the strange lady, 
however honest she may appear to he, and however distressed, 
can not, with propriety, be taken. The lady needs some secret 
token, some sign or password, something known only to hexxelf 
and the Freemasons, by which she may be easily and certainly 
recognized, and, w,heu recognized, relieved. It was easy to see 
that the ladies present comprehended the difficulty, for they looked 
quite downcast, and none more so than Mrs. Loweuthal, that such 
great advantages as Masonry offered to the female sex should be 
forfeited for the want of those me ms of mutual recognition of 
which he had spoken. g 

But now a light came over their countenances, and sweet smiles 
wreathed their lips, as the reverend brother informed them that 
there was a method, practical, easy, general in its application, and 
to which every Mason’s wife, widow, sister, and daughter is enti- 
tled, which, under any circumstances of distress, may be made 
available; that there was a degree entitled The Eastern Mar, 
pure, graceful, and religious, which lias its signs, passes, and 
means of recognition, which have been tried in a thousand in- 
stances, and proved to be exactly what a lady needs in the cases 
mentioned ; and that if any of the ladies present were entitled to 
this beautiful and important instruction, he was ready and willing 
to impart it. 

An inquiry was forthwith made, and the surprising trnth came 
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oat that 1^*8. Lowe nthal was the only woman in the company 
whose husband was not a Mason ! This was truly unfortunate. 
She evidently wanted the degree, and all present were disposed 
to gratify her. A private conversation with her husband was 
held, and a second with the old preacher, whereat she was heard 
to declare that “ if he (her husband) actually wanted to join them 
(the Masons), she (Mrs. L.^ would no longer object.” * It was, of 
course, an easy matter to grant her the privilege of receiving the 
degree with the rest, and when it was ended she was the loudest 
to aver that 44 it (the Eastern Star Degree) was, beyond all ques- 
tion, the prettiest thing that she had ever heard.” There was no 
delay now in imparting the news to her that she was a Mason’s 
wife, for her good man had been raised five months before, and, 
greatly to the joy and relief of all present, she declared her entire 
approbation of his course. 

But I said I never saw Brother Lowenthal but once after his 
initiation, and then he was in his coffin. I received the intelli- 
gent of his death while lecturing at no great distance, and hast- 
ened to pay the last sad tribute. I arrived barely in time. I 
beaded the mystic procession, journeying three times round his 
grave, leaving it on the right. 1 directed the public grand honors 
and it was like a beautiful piece of mechanism, the movements of 
that funeral group, as they joined me by three times three. I 
dropped the first handful of mold upon the lid that covered that 
noble face and shqt in those intelligent eyes. I supported that 
now fainting widow to her coach, accompanied her to her dwel- 
ling, whispered the first words of sympathy and encouragement 
in her ear And afterward, as my mind recurred to the entire 
Bceney painful yet hopeful and even triumphant, I noted down 
upon tnv solitary road these lines, commemorative of the fact 
that I had seen him bat twice : 

I 8 iw him first one snowy w n’er night — 

B at summer s fir * gl w d in Bis honest, breast — 

An Immb'e seeker f r Muonic lijrht, 

A pilgrim yea> n rg f r Masonic r* st : 

Prom the ’ right Orient southward to the West, 

Da Kly he journey. «|, while our eyes inquired 
If fo**m, and heart, and eai b. fulfilled the test ? 

From tlie ord*.*al he cam j as one inspired. 

And glad amoug us stood, enligh.ened and inspired. 
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Once more I bhw him — but hit "eyes were hid, £ 
Hoodwinked by death ; With hi» ir*»n hand 
His limbs were fettered ; ’neath the coffin-lid 
The strong mm jay extended, and hi-* tmnd 
Whose grip had thrilled me, nh ! how dead it spanned 
Hi- pul-eless brc:»M ; yet r und our H* other's head 
T hrtce we encircled hut with grieT unmanned; 

And with respectful tenderness we spread 

Upon his breast green twigs, fit - present a for the dead. 


For he had journey edfurtker, learned a lore 

Profound* r, dr «nk in purer light ihun we — , 

And of de-ired treasure gathered inore ( 

Than dwells in ail the mines of M*a?cfnry. 

W hut. unto us is veiled in mystery, 

Was real to him. and by bis Master’s side, 

14 Knowing as he was known , the dead was free! 

Tie refore, we pa d <»ur Lonnjge to the dead, 

And *‘we shall meet neaiu our Brother dear,” we said. 

* > 


And we shall m( ef again ; not ns in quest 
Of light Masonic, nor as in that time 
Win n ast I saw him pallid in his rest ; 

But in a lodge transcendently sublime ! 

Where dea'h shall ring no funeral chime. 

Nor we« ping band compass round it* dead, 

But light aod life in pire an endless hymn. 

Ah ! happy we. who-e very griv*»s do shed 
Effulgent hope ami joy as by their brinks we tread! 


# 


Holy Firk. — W hen Nehemiah was appointed to the govern- 
ment of Judea, with full authority to buihl the wall* of Jerusalem 
and to finish the Second Temple, he sent to search for the holy 
fire, which, before the captivity of Babylon, the priests had hidden 
in a dry and deep pit; not finding any fife there, but only thick 
and nuiddy water, he sprinkled this upon the altar, and presently 
the wood which had been so sprinkled took tire as soon as the 
sun began to shine, which miracle, coining to the knowledge of 
the king of Persia, he caused the place where the tire was hidden 
to be encompassed with walls, and granted great favors and priv- 
ileges to the priests. — Calmet . 


He who indulges his sense in any excesses, renders himself ob- 
noxious to his own reason; and to gratify the brute in him, dis- 
pleases the man, and sets his two natures at variance. 
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■ The Koran. - 
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' 'The Koran may yt*t be ifsyd in Turkish Lodges in the place of 
the Scriptures which we revere. Let us then enquire somewhat 
of this remarkable book t : 

The first requisition of a Mason is belief in God ; — the second 
■is belief in a Revealed Word. Without the latter we could know 
nothing spiritually of the former, therefore without the latter 
there could he no Masonry. This logic is well admitted in all the 
lectures, oeremouies, ebv, of the Masonic Rite. The Open ip- 
lures is the most pre-eminent object, as well in the symbology we 
practice, as in the 4 ut tire wiyMphay, — and wfchout them neither^ 
/ would cur sign? have: any sipPFeanee, nor our engagements any 
binding force. This topic, then, .will until rally form the busts of 
an Article, relative to Th$ Koran . g 

; We commence with the quotation, to show that the Majiora- 
me<Lms, professing faith in the Divine origin of our Bible;, might 
rya®ly consent to use it in their masonic labors: — “ God sent 
down the Law and the Gospel a direction unto men : and alsb the 
idi#tinetion between .good and evi!. v To show that in thilt quota- 
(lion Mahomet referred -to the Canon nan ally acknowledged by 
.Jews and Christians to he (rod's Word , we otFcr.this ^ Do you 
believe in part of tin* Book of the Law aid! reject other pails 
thereof? Whoso among you doth this, shall have -no other re- 
ward than shame in this life, and on the day jof res ambition shall 
be seijt to a m->st grievous punishment”- — which was in allusion 
Iq a charge he frequently' makes against the Jews of having cor- 
rupted the Text of the Pentateuch, especially wherein it prophe- 
sied of his (M iho^aoi’s) coining. H iving established the identity 
bet^ T <*en the. Bible pronounced by -Mahomet s^nt. down of God, 
and that recognize^ by all Christian Mason*}, as Divine, we pro- 
ceed to show how correctly, upon the whale, In* has quoted the 
latter in making up iiis .own book. He says t “ We delivered the 
Bpnk of the Law unto Moses, and gave evident miracles to Jesun 
the Son of Marv, and strengthened him .with* the Holy Spirit. The 
Scriptures descend upon the heart by the permission of God, con- 
firming that which was before revealed, a direction and good 
tidings to the faithful. Oh, Go 1, punish us nqt if we forget or 
diet sinfully. Oh, Lord, lay not on us a burden like that which 
thou hast# laid on those who have been before u • ; neither malp* 
n v , oh, Lb'-d, to bear we hav<* not strength to bear, but be 
favorable unto us afnl spare us, and bo merciful unto us. pag,v 
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dise is prepared for the godly, who give alms in prosperity and 
adversity, who bridle their anger, and forgive men. They who 
have committed a crime or dealt unjustly with their own souls, 
who shall remember God and ask pardon for their sins, and per- 
severe not in what they have done, their reward shall be pardon 
from the Lord.” It would be difficult to find an uninspired writer 
catching the spirit of revelation better than this Arabian has 
done. 

Of the masonic duty of faith in the Holy Scriptures as a guide 
of faith and practice, we see him urgent: u Whosoever believeth 
not the Scriptures shall perish. They who conceal any part of 
the Scriptures, God shall not speak to them on the day oi resur- 
rection, and they shall suffer a grievous punishment.” 

The Scriptural doctrine of a future state of rewards and pun- 
ishments is everywhere taught in the Koran : u Whosoever doeth 
maliciously and Wickedly, God ftj^cast him to be broiled in hell- 
fire,” is startling enough for the vffest believer in eternal punish- 
ment. “ Their couch shall be in hell, and over them shall be 
coverings of fire ; — they shall be companions of hell-fire ; — they 
shall taste the punishment for that which they have gained. On 
a certain day God will call all men to judgement with theia^ res- 
pective leaders ; whoever hath been blind in this life shawalSo 
be blind in the next ; the righteous shall be rewarded with the 
highest appointments in Paradise, because they have persevered 
with constancy and they shall meet therein with greeting and 
salutation; they shall remain in the same forever; it shall be an 
excellent abode and a delightful station. Those who shall believe, 
and shall work righteousness, God will surely introduce into Pa- 
radise among the upright” 

Injunctions to believe and obey the Scriptures abound every 
where in the Koran. For instance : M If they who have received 
the Scriptures believe and fear God, we will surely expiate their 
sins from them, and we will lead them into gardens of pleasure; 
and if they observe the Law and ;he Gospel, and the other Scrip- 
tures which have been sent down unto them from their Lord, they 
shall surely eat of good things both from above them and from 
under their feet. O ye who have received the Scriptures, ye aro 
not grounded on anything until ye observe the Law and the Gos- 
pel and that which hath been sent down unto you from your 
Lord.” 

But of all the matters of masonic interest in this parallelism 
between the Koran and the Bible, perhaps none is so striking an 
the introduction into the former, though often in a distorted state, 
of the historical facts and narratives that make up so large a por- 
tion of the latter. Nearly every incidertl is transferred with more 
or less accuracy, and those of chief importance are repeated 
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several times. Concerning Adam, for instance, we have many 
facts, Home, it must be confessed, fanciful enough, yet the most 
agreeable to the Bible. They relate to his creation, his being 
worshipped by the angels, his grievous fall, his penitence with 
prayer, his meeting with Eve, retirement with her, their stature, 
etc., etc. Concerning Abraham, the Koran is even more diffuse. 
We have the facts of his idolatrous' youth, his conversion, his 
destruction of the idols of his father’s family, his preaching to 
the people, disputation with Nimrod, escape from destruction, 
prayer for his father, plea to God for evidence of the resurrection* 
~ sacrifice , entertainment 8f the angels, God’s promise of Isaac, he 
is called the friend of God, is fed with a miracle, his offering up 
of Isaac, etc. The Old Testament relations concerning Moses, 
Aaron, Mount Ararat, the Deluge, Pharoah, the tower of Babel, 
Balaam, the Queen of Sheba, Solomon, Jacob and several of his 
sons, Cain and Abel, Joshua, Caleb, the Golden Cal£ David and 
Goliath, Elijah, Elisha, Enoctu Ezekiel, Ezra, the Angel Gabriel, 
Jonah, Ishmael, Lot, Nimrod? Sennacherib, etc., etc., are de- 
tailed with minuteness, of which we give various specimens from 
Mahomet’s traditions of Solomon : 44 Solomon was David’s heir, 
and he sai i, O man, we have been taught the speech of birds and 
have had all things bestowed on us, this is manifest excellence 
and of Moses, 44 Now Pharaoh lifted himself up in the land of 
Egypt : and he caused his subjects to be divided into parties ; he 
weakened one party of them by slaying their male children and 
preserving their females alive ; for he was an oppressor. And 
God was minded to be gracious unto those who were weakened 
in the land, and to make them models of religion ; and to make 
them the heirs of the wealth of Pharaoh and his people, and to 
establish a*place for them in the earth ; and to show Pharaoh and 
* Human and their forces, that destruction of their kingdom and 
nation by them which they sought to avoid. And God directed 
the mother of Rioses by revelation, saying : 44 Give him suck; and, 
if thou fearest for him, cast him into the river, and fear not, 
neither be afflicted ; for we will restore him unto thee, and ap- 
point him one of our apostles. And when she had put the child 
in the ark,” etc., etc. See Chap. XXVIII, for a minute history 
of these transactions. 

With like minuteness, but much less accuracy, the birth, life 
and death of Christ are given. It was not the policy of Mahomet 
to ascribe too much honor to Jesus, though he always alludes to 
him in respectful terms. Thus his miracles are declared to be 
done not by his own power, and he is expressly declared not 16 
be God or the equal of God, but an Apostle only, and that he 
will descend on earth before the resurrection, and destroy Anti* 
Christ. 
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t . . . • The Errors ef the Last Generation/ 

.. . ... - -r~ ' 

* Frtfe masonry gains nothing by concealing* the truth ; our fa- 
thers* previous to 18^6, had committed one serj^us error which 
brought its. own penalty after it: they threw opart the portals of 
the irfdge too widely. The loaded camel passes hot the needle’s^ 
fete." When then f why either the loar&d c.tmel should be Turned 

i * , , , j . <i 

AvVay from the gate, which may God grant! or the larger gate f i\ 
jp>;Visway for the caravan be thrown open, which may Gtod avert L 
J£y some infatuation, the. tern jfte-buil tiers, prior to*} $36, hud bro- 
ken down the barriers of ages, opened the larger gate ami admit- 
ted the multitude. Our fathers ojjened the greater portals as well 
as the needle's eye, and lo ! the results $ ill never be 4*oi gotten by 
these conversant with the history of that day., The evils remain 
in too many a lodge, the city gat^s reniaitl <tpen 'and the loaded 
camel continues to enter. Ifi srtch places Masoiiry fails to fulfill 
its mission a$ an exclusive, eclectic circle^ .surrounded by defeir 
piye^rmpr; it becomes rather a moral hospital, into which men 
Come expecting to he Sealed. needs, oh ! how it needs the 
1 Irvine Visitor, with scourge of small cords, to enter the lodge as 
He once entered it, to cast out them that sell ami Imy therein, to 
pveijthrpw the M*b]e**of the money-cjirtpg^.aud u> relieve all \ybo 
make *‘tbe Father's Hoit*«*’ a plaoe Of merchandise'! 

They Who, by negligence and ignorance, sowed the' Wind, ih 
the (fays of which we are writing, reaped the whirlwind. At the 
peripd mentioned, there began to be. exhibited before the eye of 
tbei observer, a phenomenon, as iifiicalt of satisfactory explana- 
tion With the lights then possessed" 1 Us the phenomena of the great . 
pestilence which followed it, six years later.' It lias been well 
styh'd, The *Antima sonic Warfare , anti secondly, The S'ibeep of 
JPd (tribal A tUimasonry. That reckless politicians shbujhV^rasj) 
.w4Uv avidity, anything that promises them.aggrandi^cmenf, is pot 
<tb bf surprise ; it is that a , portion^ irir / feven a res- 

portion < -f the communryshohldhaVe sustained Vhem in 
dfifo^bfVhose success could be achieved only for the ruin of tlie 
best Institution in the land — this it is which forms the standing 
wonder in American history. 
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■GUiDE TO THE ORDER OF HIGH PRIESTS,’ 

EMBRACING FULL MONITORIAL INSTRUCTIONS, 

Together with the 

-Installation of Officers of Grand and Subordinate Chapters , the Consecration 
and Dedication of Chapters , etc ., etc , and Constitutional Regulations for 
the Government of Grand Councils of lligh Priests . . Compiled arid 
arranged by WILLIAM HACKER, M. E , President of the Grand Counci / 
of High Priests of the State of Indiana, and ROB MORRIS, LL..D. 


CHAPTER FOURTH. 


♦CEREMONIES AND CHARGES UPON CONSTITUTING AND DEDICATING 
A ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER.* 

I. The Grand officers will meet at a convenient place, and 
open. 

II. The subordinate Chapter will meet in the outer courts of 
their hall, and form an avenue for the reception of the Grand 
officers. 

III. When formed, they will dispatch a committee to the 
place where the Grand officers are assembled, to inform the 
Grand Marshal that the chapter is prepared to receive them; 
the Grand Marshal will announce the same to the Grand officers, 
and introduce the Committee. 

IV. The Grand officers will move in procession, conducted by 
the Committee, to the hall of the Chapter. 

When the Grand High Priest enters, the Grand Chapter will 
give the Grand Honors. 

V. When the Grand officers have passed through the avenue 
they countermarch in the rear of the left-hand line and face t<> 
the left. In the meantime the Chapter will form rank entire and 
face to th6 front. The officers of the Chapter then file off and 

- form a front rank, two paces in advance of their members. 

* This Chapter is copied literally from Webb’s Monitor. 

5-TOL. II.-NO. IX. 
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VI. The Grand Secretary w ill then call over the names of the . 
officers elect; and thg Grand High Priest will ask whether they 
accept their respective offices. If they answer in the affirmative, 
he then asks the members whether they remain satisfied with 
thCir choice. If they answer in the affirmative, he directs their 
officers to approach the sacred volume, and become qualified for 
installation, according to ancient usage and custom. 

VII. The Grand Marshal will then form the whole in proces- 
sion, and they wilt march through the veils into the inner apart- 
ment, where they will surround the altar, which is previously 
furnished and prepared in ample form for the occasion. 

VIII. All present will then kneel, and the following prayer 
will be recited : 


Prayer. 

“ Almighty and Supreme High Priest of heaven and earth ! 
Who is there in heaven but thee, and who upon earth can stand 
in competition with thed? Thy Omniscient mind brings all 
things in review, past, present and to eome : thine Omnipotent 
arm directs the movenient*of the vast creation ; thine Omnipre- 
sent eye pervades the secret recesses of every heart ; thy bound- 
less benefidence supplies utf with every comfort and enjoyment; 
and thine unspeakable perfections and glory surpass the under- 
standings of the children of i men ! 0.ur Father, who art in 
hteaygn, we invoke thy benediction upon the purposes of our pre- 
sent assembly. Let this Chapter; be established in thine honor: 
det its officers be endowed with wisdom to discern, and fidelity to 
pursue, its truest interests ; let its members be ever mindful of 
the duty they owe to their God ; the obedience they oWe to^tlieir 
superiors ; the love they owe to their * equals, and the good will 
they owe to all mankihd. Let this' 'Chapter* be consecrated to 
thy glory, and its members ever exemplify their love to Gon f by 
their beneficence to man. ; Glory be to God - on high.” ' 

Response— “ Amen. So mote it be.” r * • * . 1 

All the Companions except the High Priests and *i Past High 
Priests, are then desired to withdraw, while the ftew High Priest 
is solemnly bound to the performance of his duties after 

the performance of o£her necessary ceremonies,, not; proper to be 
written, they are permitted to return. r , ,, uv 
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IX. The tyhble then repair to their appropriate stations. 

X. An Anthem or Ode is to be performed. 

XI. An Oration or Address is to be delivered. 

XII. An Ode or piece of Music. 

XIII. The Deputy Grand High Priest then rises and informs 
the Grand High Priest, that “ a number of Companions, duly 
instructed in the sublime mysteries, being desirous of promoting 
the honor, and propagating the principles of the Art, have ap- 
plied to the Grand Chapter for a warrant to constitute a new 
Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, which, having obtained, they 
are now assembled for the purpose of being constituted, and hav- 
ing their officers installed in due and ancient form.’* 

XIV. The Grand Marshal will then form the officers and 
members of the new Chapter ih front of the Grand officers ; 
after 3 which, the Grand High Priest directs the Grand Secretary 

> to read the warrant. 

XV. The Grand High Priest then rises and says: “By 

virtue of the ’high poivers in me vested, I do form you, my re- 
spected Companions, into a regular Chapter of Royal Arch Ma- 
softs. From henceforth ^ou are authorized and empowered to 
open and *hbld J a’LOdge'of Mark Masters, Past Masters, and Most 
RicellCht •Master ^, 1 and a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons; and to 
do and p^forih all such things as thereunto may appertain j con- 
forming, in all your doings, to the General Grand Royal Arch 
Constitution, and the’ general regulations of the Stale Grand 
Chapter: ‘And tnay the God of your fathers be with you, guide 
aftd direct you in all youF 'doings.” . 

XVI. The Public Grand Honors will then be givep Vy the 
officers ' and rUembers of the' hew Chapter, while passing in review 
in front of the Grand' officers. 

XVIIi' The furhittire, clothing, jewels, implements, utensils, 
eftei 1 , 1 Belonging to the Chapter (having been previously placed in 
the center, in front of the Grand officers, covered,) are how 
ultedvered, arid the ne# Chapter is dedicated 'iYi due and ‘anient 
form, 'as is well described in the 1 Most lExcelfetit Maslei^s 
gree. • r- \ •- '* “■ ' : / i:! ' ,;,i ! ’ r ‘ ' “ ^ 

' XVHT. The Deputy Grand* Higfh; PHest will then present' the ' 
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the first officer of the new Chapter to the Grand High Priest, 
saying, 

“ Most Excellent Grand High Priest : — I present you 

ray worthy Companion , nominated in the warrant, 

to be installed High Priest of this new Chapter. I find him to 
be skillful in the royal Art, and attentive to the moral precepts of 
our forefathers, and have therefore no doubt but he will discharge 
the duties of his office with fidelity.” 

The Grand High Priest then addresses him as follows : 

“Most Excellent Companion : — I feel much satisfaction in 
performing my duty on the .present occasion, by installing you 
into the office of High Priest of this new Chapter. It is an office 
highly honorable to all those wfio diligently perform the impor- 
tant duties annexed to it. Your reputed Masonic knowledge, 
however, precludes the necessity of a particular enumeration of 
those duties. I shall, therefore, only observe, that by a frequent 
recurrence to the Constitution, and General regulations, and con- 
stant practive of the several sublime lectures and charges, you 
will be best able to fulfill them ; and I am confident that the 
Companions who are chosen to preside, with you, will give 
strength to your endeavors, and support your exertions. I shall 
now propose certain questions to you, relative to the duties 
of your office, and to which I must request your unequivocal 
answer : 

/‘l. Do you solemnly promise that you will redouble your 
endeavors to correct the vices, purify the morals, and promote 
the happiness of those of your Companions, who have attained 
this sublime degree ? 

% “ 2. That you will never suffer your Chapter to be opened, 

unless there be present nine regular Royal Arch Masons ? 

“ 3. That you will never suffer either more or less than three 
brethren to be exalted in your Chapter at one and the same 
time ? 

“4. That you will not exalt any one to this degree, who has 
not shown a charitable and humane disposition; or who has not 
made a considerable proficiency in the loregoing degrees ? 

“ 5. That you will promote the general good of our Order, 
and, on all proper occasions, be ready to give and receive in- 
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•tractions, and particularly from the General and State Grand 
officeirs ? 

44 6. That, to the utmost of your power, you will preserve the 
solemnities of our ceremonies, and behave, in open Chapter, with 
the most profound respect and reverence, as an example to your 
C/ompanions? 

44 7. That you will not acknowledge or have intercourse with 
any Chapter that does not work under a constitutional warrant 
or dispensation ? 

44 8. That you will not admit any visitor into your Chapter, 
who has not been exalted in a Chapter legally constituted, with- 
out his being first formally healed? 

44 9 . That you will observe and support such by-laws as .may 
be made by your Chapter, in conformity to the General Grapd 
Royal Arch Constitution, and . the general regulations of the 
Grand Chapter ? 

44 10. That you pay due respect and obedience to the instruc- 
tions of the General and State Grand officers, particularly relat- 
ing to the several lectures and charges, and; will resign the. Chair 
to them, severally, \^hen they may visit your Chapter? 

44 11. That you will support and observe the General Gr^nd 
Royal Arch Constitution, and the general regulations of rjthe 
Graud Royal Arch Chapter, under whose authority you act? 
t 44 Po you, submit tp all thesq things, and do you promised 
observe and practice them faithfully ?” iV * 

These questions being answered in the affirmative,' ‘the Oijn- 
panions all knefcl, hnd the Grand Chaplain* repeats the following 
or some other suitable prayer: ■ , p . 

; “ Most Holy and glorious Lord God, the Gi eat High Priest of 
heaven and earth! we approach thee with reverence, an^itnploW 
thy bjepi rigs on the Companions appointed to preside over this 
new 'assembly, and now prostrate before thee; till his heart, with 
f^ar, that his. topgue and actions may pronounce thy glory. Make 
hin>«teadfast in thy. service ; grant -him firmness of blind; alii- 
in ate his heart, and strengthep his endeavors.; may lie teach thy 
judgments and laws; and may the .incense, -fie. £h,aU put 
thee, i]pon thine altar, prove an .acceptable'; sacrifioe;muto Ithea. 
Blesft;him; O Loni), and bless the wovk pf his hands. * Accept 4W, 
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in mercy ; bear thou froqi heaven, thy , dwelling-place^ ^nd for- 
give our transgressions. Glory be to God the Father : ae wftfc 
in the beginning,”, etc. i i ' * 

Respo?ise . — “ So mote it be.” , (t , 

XIX. The Grand High Priest will thep cause ttie.liigh Priest 
elect to be invested with his clothing, badges, etc. y jiftpr, whichi 
tiq will address him as follows : , •• 

“ Companion: — In consequence of your cheerful acquiescence 
with the charges, which you have heard recited,. you are quali- 
fied for installation as the High Priest of this Royal Arch Chap- 
ter ; and it is incumbent upon me, upon this occasion, to point 
out sofne of the particulars appertaining to your office, duty and 
dignity. 

“All legally constituted bodies of Royal Arch Masons are 
called Chapters : as regular bodies of Masons of all other degrees 
are called Lodges. Every Chapter ought to assemble for work 
at least once in every three months, and must consist of a High 
Priest, King, Scribe, Captain of the Host, Principal Sojourner, 
Royal Arch Captain, Three Masters of the Veils, Secretary, 
Treasurer, and as many members as may be found convenient 
for working to advantage. The officers of the Chapter officiate? 
in the Lodges holden for conferring the preparatory degrees ac- 
cording to rank, as follows : 

The High Priest as Master. 

The King as Senior Warden. 

The Scribe as Junior Warden. 

The Captain of the Host as Marshal, or Master of Ceremonies. 

The Principal Sojourner as Senior Deacon. 

The Royal Arch Captain as Junior Deacon. 

The Master of the First Veil as Junior Overseer. 

Tne Mas»er of the Third Veil as Senior Overseer. 

The Master of th* Third Veil as Master Overseer. 

The Secretary, Treasurer, and Tyler as officers of correspond- 
ing rank. 

The High Priest of every Chapter has it in special charge to 
see that the By-Laws of his Chapter, as well as the Grand Royal 
Arch Constitution and the Regulations of the Grand Chapter, 
ate well observed ; that all the officers of his Chapter perform 
the duties of their, respective offices faithfully, and are examples 
, of diligence and industry to their companions ; that true and 
accurate records of all the proceedings of the Chapter are kept 
by the Secretary ; that the Treasurer keeps and renders exact 
and just accounts of all the moneys and other property belong- 
ing to the Chapter ; that the regular returns be made annually 
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to the; GraM Chapter ; and that the annual due*<to tho Grand 
Chapter be regularly jpd punctually paid. lie baa th# right and 
authority of calling his Chapter, together at pleasure iipoq anjj 
emergency or occurrence which*, in his judgment, may require 
tiiteil* meeting. It is hi$ privilege and duty, together with th(f 
King, and Scribe, to attend the meetings o£. the .Grand Chapter*' 
either in person or by proxy ; and the well-being of the institu- 
tion requires that his duty should on no occasion be omitted.” 

M The office of High Priest is a Station Highly honorable to all 
those who- diligently perform the important duties annexed to fit. 
By a frequent recurrence to the Constitution and general regttla* 
tions, and a constant practice of the several sublime TectureS'fetttf* 
charges, you will be beat enabled to fulfill those duties; arid t 
am confident that the Companions, who are chosen to prefcidtf 
with you, will give strength to your endeavors,' and support td 
your exertions.* ■ r< >7 

“Let the miiire , with which you arc invested, remind you of 
the dignity of the office you sustain, and its inscription imprest 
upon your mind a sense of your dependence upon God ; that 
perfection is not given unto man upon earth, and that perfect 
holiness belongeth alone unto the Lord. 

“ The breast-plate with which you are decorated, in imitation 
of that upon which were engraven the names of the twelve tribes, 
and worn by the High Priest of Israel, is to teach you that you 
are always to bear in mind your responsibility to the laws and 
ordinances of the institution, and that the honor and interests of 
your Chapter and its members, should always be near your 
heart 

“The various colors of the Robes you wear, are emblematical 
of every grace and virtue which can adorn and beautify the< 
human mind; each of which will be briefly illustrated in the course* 
of the charge® to be delivered to your subordinate officers. 

“Yon will now take charge of your officers, standingupon their 
right, and present them severally in succession to the Deputy 
Grand High Priest, by whom they will be presented to me for 
installation.” 

XX. The High Priest of the Chapter will then present his 
second officer to the Deputy Grand High Priest, who wiU present 
him to the Grand High Priest, in the words of the Constitution. 
The Grand High Priest will ask him whether he has attended to 
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theanfciefit charges and regulations before recited to his superior 
officer; if he answers in the affirmative, he is asked whether he 1 
fnlly and freely assents to the same ; if he answers in the affirm- 
ative, the Grand High Priest directs his Deputy to invest hijn 
with his clothing, etc., and then addresses him as follows, viz. 3 

CHARGE TO THE SECOND OFFICER, OR KING. 

^‘Companion : — The important station to which you are elected 
in this Chapter, requires from you exemplary conduct; its duties* 
demand your most assiduous attention ; you are to second apd 
support your chief in 'all the requirements of his office ; and* 
^iculd casualties at any time prevent his attendance, you are t* 
succeed him in the performance of his duties. Your badge (the 
Zfevely mrmou7it(id by a Crown) should remind yOu, that although? 
you are the representative of a king, and exalted by office above* 
your companions, yet that you remain upon a level with them, as 
respects your duty to God, to your neighbor, and to yourself ; 
that you are equally bound with them to be obedient to the law* 
and ordinances of the institution, to be charitable, humane and 
just, and to seek every occasion of doing good., 

. “Your office teaches a striking lesson of humility. The insti- 
tutions ol political society teach us to consider- the king* as th'ft 
qhief of created beings, and that the first duty of his subjects, isr 
tp obey his mandates ; but the institutions of our,. suMifne degree* 
by placing the King in a situation subordinate to the High Priest,, 
teach us that our duty to God is paramount to all other, ^Rties,. 
and should ever claim the priority of our obedience to man ; ^ndr. 
that, however strongly we may be bound to obey the laws of civil 
society, yet that these laws, to be just, should never intermeddle* 
with matters of conscience, nor dictate article of faith. 

“ The Scarlet Robe , an emblem of imperial dignity, should re- 
mind you of the paternal concern you should ever feel «for the 
Welfare of your Chapter, and the ardent zeal with which you 
should endeavor to promote its prosperity. 

“In presenting to you the Croton , which is ap emblem of rpy- 
ajty, I would remind ypu that, to reign sovereign in the hearts 
and- affection? of. men, must be far more grateful ( to a generous 
and benevolent mind, than to rule over their lives ^nd fortune?;. 
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and that to enable you to enjoy this pre-eminence with honor and 
satisfaction, you n^us^ subject your own passions and prejudice# 
to the dominion of reason and charity, 

“ You are entitled to the second seat in the council of your com** 
panions. Let the bright example of your illustrious predecessor 
in the Grand Council at Jerusalem, stimulate you to the faithful 
discharge of your duties; and when the King of Kings shall 
summon you into His immediate presence, from His hand may 
you receive a croton of glory, which shaU never fade away.” 

XXL The King will then retire to the line of officers, and the 
Scribe will be presented iti the manner before mentioned. After 
his investiture, the Grand High Priest will address him as follows, 
viz. : 

CHARGE TO THE THIRD OFFICER, OR SCRIBE. 

“ Companion : — The office of Scribe, to which you are elected, 
is very important and respectable. In the absence of your supe- 
rtbr officers, you afre bound to succeed them and perform their 
duties. The purposes of the institution ought never to suffer for 
want of intelligence in the proper officers ; you will therefore per 
ceive the necessity there is of your possessing such qualifications 
as: will enableyoit to accomplish those duties which are incum- 
bent upon you, in you/ appropriate station, as well as those which 
may occasionally devolve on you by the absence of your superiors. 

“The Purple Robe , with w T hich you are invested, is an emblem 
of union , and is calculated to remind you that the harmony anrf 
unanimity of the Chapter should be' your constant aim ; and to 
this end ydu are studiously to avoid all occasions of giving offense 
or countenancing any thing that may create divisions or dissen- 
sions. You are, by all the means in your power, to endeavor to 
establish a permanent union and good understanding among all 
orders and degrees of Masonry ; and, as the glorious sun, at if* 
meridian high t, dispel# * the, s mist and clouds which , obscure the 
horizon, >0 may your exertions tend to dissipate the glopm of 
jealousy and discord whenever they may appear. 

“ Your b^dge (a Plumb-rule, surmounted by the Tyrbqn) is.,au 
^mblem of rectitude and vigilance; and while you , stand as a 
watchman upon th# tourer, to guard ypgr, (companions against the 
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approach of those enemies off ''hJiniah felicity,. intemperance and 
let this faithful inoh'itOr ever remind yot^ to walk uprightly 
in your station; admonishing 6nd animating ‘yotif companions to 
fidelity and industry while at labdi-, rind to' temperance and mod- 
eration while nt‘ refreshment. 1 And When the great Whtchraanof 
Israel^ Whose eye nevei“sluinbers nor* sleeps, shall relieve you from 
youi'poeton earth, may He 1 permit in heaven, to participate 
in that food ah d refreshment Which il : ° 

'$hf<Jh a«4be glints io/gTory love, ' J 
i And ; strch ap ang^l* eal.’.” f ; 

XXII. The Scribe will then rei\re to tfye.linc, of officers, and 
the next officer be presented a* before. 

CHARGE TO THE FOURTH OFFICER, OR CAPTAIN OF THE HOST. 1 

“ Companion i-r-'fhe office with whieh youj are entrusted is of 
liigh importance, and demands your most zealous consideration. 
The preservation of the most essential traits of our ancient cus- 
toms, usages and landmarks, are within your province ; and it is 
indispensably necessary that the part assigned to you, in the 
immediate practice of our rites and ceremonies, should be per- 
fectly understood and correctly administered, He that brings 
the blind by a way they knew not, and leads them, in paths that 
they have not knowu, should always be well qualified to make 
darkness light before them aud crooked things straight. 

“Your office corresponds with that of Marshal , or Master of 
Ceremonies. You are to superintend all processions of your 
Chapter, when moving as a distinct body, either iu publio or pri- 
vate ; and as the world can only judge pf our private discipline 
by our public deportment, you will be careful that the utmost 
order and decorum be observed on all such occasions.” 

XXIII. He will then retire to the line of officers, and the next 
officer will be presented. 

CHARGE TO THE FIFTH OFFICER, OR PRINCIPAL SOJOURNER. 

“ Companion : — The office confided to you, though subordinate 
in degree, is equal in importance to any in the Chapter, that of 
your chief alone excepted. Your office corresponds with that of 
Senior Deacon in the preparatory degrees. Among the duties 
required of you, the preparation and introduction of candidates 
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are* act' the leafet. ■ As dn Xur 1 intercourse with ihc world, experi- 
ence tenches that first impressions arfe often the inost durable, itid 
the most difficult to er&dft&te ; s6’it1s of great i&portaribe, in 
eafees, that thbse f impressions should be correct and judf; hence i* 
is essential that the officer, who sust&lnk the Station assigned to 
you, should possess a thorough knowledge of pis vayioqs duties; 
and that he should execute them with a promptitude and propri- 
ety of deportment that shallgive tjaerm thqjr proper effect. 

u If our "robe of office .is an emblem of, humility ; nnd teachep 
thai> in the prosecution of a laudable undertaking, we should 
never decline taking any part that may be assigned us, although 
it may be the most difficult or dangerous. 

‘‘The rose-colored tessktaied border , adorning tbe robe, is an em- 
blem of ardor and perseverance, and signifies, that when we have 
engaged in a virtuous eourse, notwithstanding all the impediments, 
hardships and trials we muty be destined to encounter, we should 
endure them all with fortitude, and ardently persevere unto the 
eud.; resting assured of receiving, at the termination of Our labors, 
a noble and glorious reward. The White Banner entrusted to 
' yqur carp is emblematical of that pqrity of life and rectitude -of 
conduct which should distinguish every one that passes the white 
"veil of the sanctuary. Your past exertions will bO considered as 
a pledge of your future assiduity in the faithful discharge of your 
duties.” * v 

XX IV. He will then retire to the line of officers, and the next 
officer is presented. 

CHARGE TO THE SIXTH OFFICER, OR ROYAL ARCH CAPTAIN. 

u Companion : — The well-known duties of your station require 
but little elucidation. Your office in the preparatory degree cor- 
responds with that of Junior Deacon, It is your particular prov- 
ince, cofijointly with the Captain of the Host, to attend to the 
fcramitiation of all \ visitors, and to take care that hone are per- 
mitted to enter the Chapter but such as havh traveled the rugged 
path of trial, And evinced their title to our favor and friendship. 
You Will be attentive to obey the commands of your chief and 
always near at hand to execute them. 

“ I give it to you strongly in charge, never to suffer any ope to 
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pass your post without the Signet of Truth. I present you the 
badge of your office, in expectation of your performing your 
duties with intelligence, assiduity and propriety.” 

XXV. He then retires, and the three Grand Masters of the 
Veils are presented together. 

CHARGE TO THE MASTER OF THE THIRD VEIL. 

“ Companion : — I present you with the Scarlet Banner , which 
is the ensign of your office,* and with a sword to protect and defend 
the same. The rich and beautiful color of your banner is emblem- 
atical of fervency and fidelity ; it is the appropriate color of the 
Royal Arch degree. It admonishes us* that we should be fervent 
in the exercise of our devotions to God, and faithful in our en- 
deavors to promote the happiness of man.” 

CHARGE TO THE MASTER OF THE SECOND VEIL. - 
“Companion: — I invest you with the Purple Banner , which 
is the ensign of your office, and arm you with a sword, to enable 
you to maintain its honor. The color of your banner is produced 
by a combination of two distinct colors, namely, blue and scarlet / 
the former of which is the characteristic color of the symbolic or 
first three degrees of Masonry , and the latter, that of the Royal 
Ardh degree. It is an emblem of union , and is the characteristic 
color of the- intermediate degrees. It admonishes tis to cultivate 
and improve that spirit of union and harmony, between the breth- 
ren of the symbolic degrees, and the companions of the shblime 
degrees, which should ever distinguish the meinbers of a Society 
founded upon the principles of everlasting truth and universal 
philanthropy.” 

CHARGE TO THE MASTER OF THE FIRST VEIL. 
“.Companion : — I invest you with the Blue Buvmer ; Which is 
the ensign of your office, and a sword for its defense and < protec- 
tion. The color Of your banner is one of the most durable; And 
beautiful in feature. It is the appropriate cdlOr adopted arid wOfff 
by our ancient brethren of the 'three symbolic degrees,' and is the 
peculiar characteristic of an institution which has **todd the test 
of ages, and which is as much distinguished *by the durability of 
H# materials or principles, as by the beauty of its superstructure. 
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It is an emblem of universal benevolence ; and instructs us that 
in the mind of a Mason this virtue should be as expansive as the 
blue arch of heaven itself.” 

! 

CHARGE TO THE THREE MASTERS OF THE VEILS, AS OVERSEERS. > 

“Companions: — Those who are placed as overseers of any 
work should be well qualified to judge of its beauties and deform^ 
ities, its excellencies and defects ; they should be capable of esti r 
mating the former and amending the latter. This consideration 
should induce you to cultivate and improve all those qualifications 
with which you are already endowed, as well as to persevere in 
your endeavors to acquire those in which you may be in any wise 
deficient. Let the various colors of the banners committed to 
your charge, admonish you to the* exercise of the several ivirtues 
of which they are emblematic ; and you are to enjoin the practice 
of those virtues upon all who shall present themselves, or the work 
of their hands for your inspection . Let no work receive your 
approbation but such as is calculated to at}orn and strengthen the 
Masonic edifice. Be industrious and faithful in practicing and 
disseminating a knowledge of the true and perfect work , which 
alone can stand the test of the Grand Overseer's square , in the 
great day of trial and retribution. Then, although every rod 
should become a serpent , and every serpent an enemy to this insti- 
tution, yet shall their utmost exertions to destroy its reputation, or 
sap its foundation, become as impotent as the leprous hand 9 or as 
water spilled upon the ground , which can not be gathered up 
again. 

XXVI. They then retire, and the Secretary is presented. 

a 

CHARGE TO THE SECRETARY. 

“ Companion : — I with pleasure invest you with your badge as 
Secretary of this Chapter. The qualities which should recom- 
mend a Secretary are, promptitude in issuing notifications and 
orders of his superior officers ; punctuality in attending the meet- 
ings of the Chapter ; correctness in recording their proceedings ; 
judgment in discriminating between what is proper and what it 
improper to be committed to writing ; regularity in making his 
annual returns to the Grand Chapter ; integrity in accountings for 
*il moneys that may pass through his hands ; and fidelity in pay* 
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iug the same over into the hands of the Treasurer. The posses- 
sion of these. good qualities, I presume, has designated you a 
suitable candidate for this important office ; and I can not enter- 
tain a doubt that you will discharge its duties beneficially to the 
Chapter, and honorably to yourself. And when you shall have 
completed the record of your transactions here below, and finished 
the term of your probation, may you be admitted into the celes- 
tial Grand Chapter of saints and angels, and find your name re- 
corded in the book of life eternal” 

XXVII. He then retires, and the Treasurer is presented. 

CHARGE TO THE TREASURER. 

“ Companion You are elected Treasurer of this Chapter, 
and I hive the pleasure of investing you with the badge of your 
office. The qualities which should recommend q, Treasurer, are 
aceivracy and fidelity ; accuracy in keeping a fair and minute 
account of all receipts and disbursements; fidelity in carefully 
preserving all the property ami funds of the Chapter, that may 
be placed in his hands,' and rendering a just account of thesamfe, 
whenever he is called* upon for that purpose. I presume that 
your respect for the institution; 1 your attachment to the interests 
of your Chapter, and your regard for a good name, which is bet- 
ter than precious ointment, will prompt you to* the faithful dis- 
charge of the duties of; yoftr office.” 

XXVIIJw He then retires, an4 th e -Stewards are presented. } 

CHARGE TO THE STEWARDS.' 

“ Companions: — You being elected Steward^ of this Chapter, 
I with’ pleasure in.vest' you wjth the badges of you r office. It is 
your province to see; that; every nee esaary preparation is made for 
the convenient and accommodation; of the . Chapter;* previous to 
the time iitppdintrfd! for meeting. You arre !to itee th alt tibe doth* 
hag* implente*t& andiifurnitui^ mf ^aoh degree, resp^etiv^y, are 
properly disposed and in suitable , array for use, whenever they 
inay.be requif ad, and that)they are secured, and proper ©are taken 
of them, when the, busAa^es .of the Chapter is over; Y 6u are^to 
•ee tbafc*fceees&s*ry refreshments^ are provided, and tbit* all y<pir 
companions, -and particularly visitors^are suitably acoetomodated 
and isappKed* Y-Ott^i?d to be frugal and prudent in your disburse* 
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inents, and to be careful that no extravagance or waste is com- 
mitted in your department; and when you have faithfully fulfilled 
your stewardship here below, may you receive from heaven the 
happy greeting iof i Well done, good and faithful servants’ ” 

XXIX. They then retire, and the Tyler is presented. 

CHARGE Th THE TYLER. 

“ Companion: — Your are appointed Tyler of this Chapter, and 
I invest you with this implement of your office. As the sword is 
placed in the hands of the Tyler, to enable him effectually to guard 
against the approach of cowans and eavesdroppers , and suffer 
none to pass or re-pass but such as are duly qualified ; so it should 
morally serve as a constant admonition to us to set a guard at the 
entrance of our thoughts, to place a watch at the door ef our 
lips; to post a sentinel at the avenue of our action ; thereby ex- 
cluding every unqualified and unworthy thought, word, and deed; 
and preserving consciences void of offence toward God and 
toward man. * • » . ; 

As the first application from visitors for admission iMO th& 
Chapter is generally made to the Tyler at the door, your statibfc 
will often present you to the observation of strangers; it us, there- 
fore, essentially necessary that he who ‘sustains the office with 
vhich you are intrusted, Should be a man of good morals, steady 
habits, strict discipline, temperate, affiible, Und discreet. f I trii&t 
that a just regard for the honor and ^reputatfoh of the institution 
will ever induce you to perform, wiGi fidelity, the' ‘tri&t reposed 
in you; and when the door of this art lily t^berpacle shall be 
closed, may you find an abundant entrance through the gates 
into the temple and cify of our (jod. 

XXX. lie will then retire, and then follows an ; 

ADDRESS TO THE HIGH PRIEST. ■ ‘ ^ * . ► * ? 

- “ M. E. Companion:— H avifig been honbred Mdfft the’fHi suf- 
frages bf the members of this Chapter,- yon r are uelectfed to the 
most important office which is within ;theih power to bdstd^. THi& 
expression’ of their esteem Can d fespect Should draw from you 
corresponding sensations ; and your derrieanbr should be stiih as 
to repay thi honor they have sd conspicuously conferred Upon you, 
by an* honorable and faithful viisehinge of the duties bfybuf 
office. 
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“ The station you are called to fill is important, not only as it 
represents the correct practice of our rites and ceremonies, and 
the internal economy of the Chapter over which you preside ;but 
the public reputation of the institution will be generally found to 
rise or fall according to the skill, fidelity, and disoretion with 
which its concerns are managed, and in proportion as the charac- 
ters and conduct of its principal officers are estimable or consur- 
able. 

u You have accepted a trust, to which is attached a weight of 
responsibility that will require all your eftbrts to discharge, honor- 
ably to yourself and satisfactorily to the Chapter. You are to 
see that your officers are capable and faithful in the exercises of 
their offices. Should they lack ability you are expected to supply 
their defects ; you are to watch carefully the progress of their per- 
formances, and to see that the long-established customs of the 
institution suffer no derangement in their hands. 

u You are to have a careful eye over the general conduct of the 
Chapter ; see that due order and subordination are observed on 
all occasions ; that the members are properly instructed ; that due 
solemnity be observed in the practice of our rites ; that no impro- 
per levity be permitted at any time, but more especially at the 
introduction of strangers among the workmen. In fine, you are 
to be an example to your officers and members which they need 
not hesitate to follow ; thus securing to yourself the favor of 
heaven and the applause of your brethren and companions.” 

ADDRESS TO THE OFFICERS GENERALLT. 

“ Companions in Office : — Precept and example should ever 
advance with an equal pace. Those moral duties which you are 
required to teach unto others, you should never neglect to prac- 
tice yourselves. 

“ Do you desire that the demeanor of your equals and inferiors 
toward you should be marked with deference and respect ? Be 
sure that you omit no opportunity of furnishing them with ex- 
amples in your own conduct toward your superiors. Do you de- 
sire to obtain instruction from those who are more wise or better 
informed than yourselves? Be sure that you are always ready 
to impart of your knowledge to those within your sphere, who 
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stand in need of and are entitled to receive it. Do yon desire 
distinction among your companions ? Be sure that your claims 
to preferment are founded upon superior attainments ; let no am- 
bitious passion be suffered to induce you to envy or supplant a 
companion who may be considered as better qualified for promo- 
tion than yourselves; but rather let a laudable emulation induce 
you to strive to excel each other in improvement and discipline 5 
ever remembering, that he who faithfully performs his duty , ever 
in a subordinate, or private station, is as justly entitled to esteem 
and respect, as he who is invested with supreme authority.” 

* T 

ADDRESS TO THE CHAPTER AT LARGE. 

“ Companions : — The exercise and management of the sub- 
lime degrees of Masonry in your Chapter hitherto, are so highly 
appreciated, and the good reputation of the Chapter so well es- 
tablished, that I must presume these considerations alone, were 
there no others of greater magnitude, weuld be sufficient to in- 
duce you to preserve and perpetuate this valuable and honorable 
character. But when to this is added the pleasure which every 
philanthrophic heart must feel in doing good, in promoting good 
order, in diffusing light and knowledge, in cultivating Masonic 
and Christian charity, which are the great objects of this sublime 
institution, I can not doubt that your future conduct, and that of 
your successors, will be calculated still to increase ihe lustre of 
your justly esteemed reputation. 

“ May your Chapter become beautiful as the Temple, peaceful 
as the Ark, and sacred as its most holy place . May your obla- 
tions of piety and praise be grateful as the Incense; your love 
wamn as its ftmne y and your charity diffusive as its fragrance* 
May your heart be pure as the Altar, and your conduct accept- 
able as the Offering. 

“ May the exercise of your Charity be as constant as the re- 
turning wants of the distressed widow and the helpless orphan . 
May the approbatipn of Heaven be your encouragement, and the- 
testimony of a good conscience your support ; may you be en- 
dowed with every good and perfect gift, while traveling the thorny 
path of life , and finally admitted within the veil of heaven, tothfc 
full enjoyment of life, eternal.” Afien. *0 mote it be* 

3— VOL. II. —NO. IX. 
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XXXI. The officers and members of the Chapter will then pass 
in review in front of the Grand officers, and pay them the custo- 
mary salutation as they pass. 

XXXII. The Grand Marshal will then make proclamation as 
follows, viz. : “ In the name of the M. E. Grand High Priest, 1 

do proclaim this Chapter, by the name of , to be regularly 

constituted, and its officers duly installed.” 

XXXIII. The officers of the Chapter will then take their sta- 
tions upon the left of the Grand officers Respectively, and the 
members will be seated until the Grand officers retire. 

XXXIV. The ceremonies conclude with an Ode, or appropri- 
ate piece of music. • 

XXXV. When the Grand officers retire, the Chapter will form 
an avenue for them to pass through, and salute them with the 
Grand honors. They will be attended as far as the door of their 
apartment, by the committee who introduced them. 

XXXVI. The two bodies then separately close their respective 
Chapters. 

5 

CHAPTER FIFTH. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


The following Scriptural passages, with very many others that 
might be quottd, reflect light upon the purposes and practical 
effect of this Grade : 

1. The secret of the Lord is with them that fear Him, and He 

will show them his covenant His secret is with the righteous. 

....Discover not a secret to another A prudent man con- 

cealeth knowledge, but the heart of fools proclaimeth foolishness. 

2. In the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be 

established Ye are witnesses, and God also.. . . .A good pro- 

fession before witnesses.. . . .The things heard among witnesses 
commit to faithful men who shall be able to teach others also. 

3. Give not that which is holy unto dogs For without are 

dogs. Wisdom resteth in the heart pf him that hath under- 
standing Wherefore is there a price in the hand of a fool to 

get wisdom, seeing that he hath#no heart to it ! 1 ' , 
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4. Ye shall not steal. ... . ..Thou shalt not defraud thy neighbor, 

neither rob him Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge 

against the children of thy people. 

5. Thou shak not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain. 

. . . .Swear not at all Thou shalt not profane the name of thy 

God.. . . .Because of swearing the land mourneth. 

6. Take the oversight of the hock of God, not as being lords 

over God’s heritage, but being examples to the hock. ....Let 
your moderation be known of all men Before honor it humil- 
ity To have respect to persons is not good. 

7. If thy brother be waxen poor and fallen into decay with 
thee ; then thou shall relieve him ; yea, though he be a stranger 

or a sojourner, that he may live with thee Be kindly affec- 

tioned one to another with brotherly love If ( thine enemy 

be hungry give him bread to eat : if he be thirsty give him water 
to drink Use hospitality one to another. 

£. Ye shall keep all my statutes and all my judgments to do 
them.. . . .Submit yourselves to every ordinance and unto govern- 
ors. . ...Remove not the ancient landmarks which thy fathers 
have set. .... Whoso keepeth the laws is a wise man. .... The wise 
in heart receiveth commandment?. 

IfINIS. 


* ■ 

' ’ , To the Temple, 

To an object whose shadow filled the earth, whos & purpose was 
less than that of fixing Jehovah, the light and life of heaven, 
itt a tenement of earth ; whose site so wisely chosen, refreshes our 
memory with the faith of a Patriarch, the repentance of a King, 
the sacrifice of a' Redeemer; whose preparation exhausted the 
treasures of the wealthiest and the zeal of the mightiest; whose 
pattern , conceived in the Divine mind, was traced by the finger 
and communicated, in writing by the Spirit/ of God, that Spirit 
which can not err; whose builders , divinely selected, divinely in- 
spired, were divinely strengthened and sustained ; whose comple- 
tion left nothing Wanting, introduced nothing superfluous ; Whose 
dedication called down from heaven the fire of approval and the 
♦cloud of acceptance; whose memory is both the pride and sting 
of the Hebrew as he walks his hOUi'eJe«S‘, aimless why upon- th^ 
earth. . ■' v ‘ ill; 1 r ' j; ‘ ’ 
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Laying the Corner-Stone of the Chamber of Commerce at 
Chicago, Illinois. 

— The corner-stone of the Chamber of Commerce Building, at 
Chicago, Illinois, was laid ap all solid and durable corner-stones* 
should be, with Masonic Honors , September 11th, 1864 . The 
Grand Master, Thos. J. Turner, presided in person, assisted by 1 
H. C. Ranney as Marshal, R. W. Dunham, as D. G. JVL, and a 
well-selected corps of subordinate officers. Rev. O. H. Tiffany, 
D. D., acted as Chaplain ; his opening, published in the daily 
press, was uncommonly impressive and appropriate. The Ma- 
sonic ceremonies were adopted from Preston’s Illustrations, the 
best in use. One incident relative to the wheat which was used,, 
as an element of consecration, is worthy of notice. It was the 
produce of seven foreign nations in Europe, Asia, Africa, and 
from eleven States, North and. South, of the Union. This is the 
only instance (says the Tribune's reporter) in which such a fea- 
ture has occurred, and is a practical demonstration of the univer- 
sality of the Order. It is not amiss in this connection to say that 
in the Masonic portion of the procession were representatives 
from seven foreign nations, and it is extremely probable that every 
State in the Union was represented. 

The Grand Master’s Address deals mainly with the analogy 
between the physical structure there begun and the structure of 
society in general, especially that of the great and thriving city 
of Chicago. He said, “ We have, as Masons, laid this stone m 
due and proper form. As citizens of Chicago yotx have been 
laying corner-stones that are to last long after the building shall 
have moldered into dust. It was necessary, in order that this 
stone should be properly laid, that excavations should be made, 
the rubbish removed and the groundwork prepared to receive the 
stone. So in the history of Chicago, and in the history of these 
bodies that are now building this public edifice ; everything will 
depend upon the corner-stone which the people have laid, morally, 
socially, religiously, and commercially. If you do your work well, 
then this building and that which is to inhabit it, will be a 
cess. If you have not laid your corner-stones upon the line and 
eternal foundations of the Christian religion, this building and alf 
other buildings in the city must come to naught.” 
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EDITORIAL CHIT-CHAT, TIDINGS & INTELLIGENCE. 

/ > > 

[This department, to which we shall give, the present year, a large space* 
is made of extracts from our 4aily correspondence, replies to queries, and 
/brief notes of a literary and general character.] 

r — We fully agree with Bro. Schanberg in his views concerning 
-atheism. His conviction is that without a belief in God, immor- 
tality and a reward hereafter, morality cannot be imagined. 

— A lodge at Murnberg, Germany, in a late circular, thus 
speaks in praise of Masonic literature : The great increase in 
JVfasonic literature, it says, we may consider as a great progress 
in the Order, The daily press, a child of the times, has, in its 
-present shape, contributed its part to this increase, and deserves 
Acknowledgment for its labors in the cause of the Order. ' It 
.promotes, with a facility never before known, an exchange, of 
ideas, and frequently is the cause of instruction and encourage- 
ment, and ' offers opportunities to acquire a knowledge of the 
spirit and interior of the various Lodges. 

The design of the Masonic Order is to fbster and promote the 
moral improvement, cultivation, and esteem of all, individually 
as far as it does not contradict what is purely human. This pur- 
pose is to be attained by spiritualizing the symbols of the belief 
in God, of the moral laV, of justice, and truth. The mode and 
manned, the symbols and their explanation, by which this object 
Is to be attained, is the secret of the Fraternity. In no other 
respect does she claim the name of a secret union, and ranks 
entirely with other closed Societies, whose design, place of meet- 
ings ajld day of assembly and officers are knoWn to the public. 

Freemasonry is a union of virtuous, true, and honorable men 
4cf all stations, religious and political opinions and nationalities^ 
;?and conciliates true friendship among those who otherwise might 
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Tiave remained at a perpetual distance. They aim to form true 
friendship by joint efforts to cultivate their intellectual faculties, 
and enoble their minds, so as to effect by united brotherly en- 
deavors — setting aside all that may separate man from man in 
life — their own improvement, and thereby contribute to dissem* 
inate the benefits of human culture. 

—At a German Convention held last year the following form 
of covenant was proposed to be adopted ; the proposition, how- 
ever was not accepted: 

“Do you solemnly and sacredly, in the spirit of the ancient 
obligation, promise, in the presence of the Great Architect of 
the Universe and this worshipful assembly of Freemasons, to be 
true to God and faithful to the State in which you live, never to 
abuse the confidence of your brethren, and to retain inviolably 
all that is kept secret among us for good reasons, according to 
ancient custom, so that nothing may be revealed through you, 
but that every thing may be contributed to the advancement of 
trqe Masonry, virtue, and truth ? Do you further promise, as 
far as lies in your power, to become an active co-operator in the 
erection of human perfections ; to practice strict morality ; to 
be temperate atnd considerate in your enjoyments ; to be just,, 
impartial, humane, modest, noble, and charitable in yoirr demea- 
nor ; particularly to cherish virtue in your heart, always con- 
sider the general welfare and with all power to cultivate your 
soul for a higher destiny — do you promise and engage to do all 
this ? * • 

“ The Answer : — I do promise and solemnly pledge myself 
conscientiously and on ray honor, so help, me God.” 

, Another suggestion was made as follows : 

“1. The promise to he made. 

“ In all systems this turns at the time of reception upon mat- 
ters which are partly self evident, and partly have reference to 
external and unessential things, and which could be promised 
and subscribed to just as well, or rather better, at any other time 
than at the solemn moment of initiation. The things which are 
no-vy promised leave the essentials of Freemasonry untouched. 
The initiate, in my opinion,, should promise to devote himself to 
“ the purposes of Freemasonry. It may be the following form : 

■■ ‘I promise in this solemn place, in the presence of the G. A. 
-of the U., to devote myself to the purposes of Freemasonry, that 
is r to moral perfection ; to consecrate myself entirely to the fun- 
damental principles of the Fraternity, which is Truth; to study 
brotherly love, and verify it by thoughts and action, and to con- 
duct myself as becomes a true Freemason.’ ” 
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—The extract following is truly worthy of a place in our Chit- 
Chat: ' * 

It'is the duty of the Masons to see that the number of good 
and true craftsmen should increase. But how shall we etfect 
that increase ? Through one medium above all others : through 
our own example / My brother, of the new chain, a beautiful, a 
great, problem is placed in your hands, and you are responsible 
to the brotherhood and its future for the solution! See that 
nothing but Master’s work emanates from this Lodge ; 'see that 
it shall be considered an honor among our citizens to be a Free * 
mason and a member of this Lodge ! , 

— Grand Masters’ Addresses often contain rare gems. Wit- 
ness the following : 

Walk circumspectly in the present evil time, ever mindful of 
the solemn undertakings orf your part, in the presence of Almighty 
God; be faithful in observance thereof, toward all and singular 
the brethren, whether these be met in Lodges dedicate, or only 
known to you by divers means; in darkness or light; in health 
or sickness ; in wealth or want; in peril or safety; in prison, 
escape, or freedom ; in charity or evil-mindedness ; armed or un- 
armed ; friend or seeming foe ; and as to these, most certainly, 
as toward brethren, when Masonically met, on, by, or with all 
due and regular intercommunication and intelligence. You have 
registered words which can not be unspoken or recalled, antedat- 
ing, as they will survive, ail disturbance among men and turmoils 
in State; words which, in fullest force and meaning, should ever 
be present to you in thought, utterance, and deed. ' 

— In a plan of an Italian Grand Lodge the following proposi- 
tions appear : 

Recognition of the fact, that Freemasonry is founded upon the 
principle of freedom of conscience and religious belief. 

The assurance that Italian Masonry will exclude alj religious 
questions and their discussions, as required by the traditions of 
the Grand Orient. 

The certainty tht*t this authority renounces the right to consti- 
tute and affiliate w r ith itself Lodges in foreign countries, particu- 
larly on Swiss territory and any where else, where there exists a 
Masonic authority in a country. 

— rSome ardent genius has proposed a Masonic Flag, of which 
the following is a description : ' 

To adopt a Masonic flag for the peculiar use of seafaring 
brethren. It is to consist of a; blue flag, with a three-pointed 
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white star. A particular place at the mast-head is to be assigned 
to it, and, as soon as hoisted, it is to signify that there is a brother 
pn board. • 

“ 2. Further signalizing and conversation can be carried on 
through Marryat’s system. For this purpose, a book of questions 
and answers is to be prepared for the particular use of brother 
Masons, which is to be communicated to seafaring brethren at 
the time of their initiation.” - 


— The following is an extract from one of our “Tracts on Life 
Insurance addressed to Freemasons:” 

The person into whose hands this tract is placed is a Free- 
mason; prepared, obligated and instructed as such in that pecu- 
liarly benevolent system, which has survived the ravages of three 
thousand years. To him, therefore, in the spirit of brotherly 
truth and frankness, the author addresses these important truths. 

You are well acquainted, my brother, with the grand objects 
of Freemasonry ; you are aware that it is our greatest and noblest 
aim, as Masons, to lessen the amount of human misery that 
is in the world. To relieve the widows and orphans of our 
departed brethren is our daily care, find a large amount of the 
funds of our Lodges are applied to that sacred charge. This has 
Jbeen our work in all ages, so that the best definition of a Free- 
mason and his duty is the Scriptural one : “ To visit the father- 

less and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself iinsp>otted 
frpm the world.” 

Our orphans smile in many a home, 

Our widows’ hearts are glad, 

And Masons’ light dispels the gloom, 

And comfort finds the sad. 


It is known to most of the Masonic Fraternity, that I have 
been engaged for many years in disseminating the theory and 
practice of Freemasonry by word and pen. It is a subject of 
inexpressible interest to me, nor shall I willingly cease to impart 
it while I live. The calamities of war have necessitated my re- 
moval to New York, where I have sought for some avoc&tion 
congenial to my life-long studies, and pursuits as a Masonic 
teacher. This I find in the system styled “ Life Insurance.;'’ It 
so rhuch resembles the benevolent operations of Masonry, that 
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its originators seem to have borrowed the plan from our ancient 
order ; otherwise it is hard to see whence the wisdom, prudence, 
foresight and sound business qualities, so conspicuous in it. 
After due trial and strict examination, I have satisfied myself to 
enter upon this as a vocation, and the object of this tract is to 
recommend the advantages of Life Insurance to you and to all 
Freemasons. . ' 

— We give you the best description of a Master at our com- 
mand. 

In all deeds of benevolence, in all interpositions of brotherly 
love, in counsel, in rebuke, in fraternal commendation, this Mas- 
ter shone pre-eminently conspicuous. He sought glory, he sought 
fame, but he sought it only for his lodge, even as our imperial 
Brother, the poor exile of Helena, had sotight these things, in 
his days of fortune, for his beloved France. None could accuse 
Mm of indolence in the performance of any duty appertaining to 
his post. Under his guidance, his lodge became a perennial 
fountain of charity. Widows remembered it in their prayers, 
and dropped grateful tears when it was named; orphans revered 
it as a thing awfully mysterious and divinely good. Its gavels 
rang sweet music in the ears of indigent applicants ; and well 
they might, for rarely was its senior warden’s pillar elevated, and 
its Bible spread open, but various calls were made upon its chari- 
ties — calls that were not often rejected. And in all these, the 
Master, whose purse was the first to open, whose donations were 
the nearest purpose desired, was the Right Eye, the Right Hand. 
The instruction communicated in his lodge, through an entire 
generation of members, bore the stamp bf this intelligent and 
zealous man. Its grips weire his grips ; his rituals were its rituals, 
whereby we knew its lectures were the old lectures known by 
every one Mason of “ auld lang syne ” as “ the lectures of Pres- 
ton and Webb.” , His peculiar views of Masonic law, history 
and philosophy — you may know them by asking the veteran, 
Salem Town, who yet lives — were a law; to his brethren at homo 
and surrounding plaoes, who desired not to know any other sys- 
tem but his. In his dark days of Morgan and Miller, the Craft 
had clustered atound him as their central column, well-propor- 
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tioaed, well-planted* and whatever he counseled, had adopted 
without opposition, hesitation, or debate. As in those days of 
gloom, so now in the light and hopeful times that have followed, 
whatever he advised was adopted, without debate, opposition, or 
hesitation. 

— In a late issue we gave one of our songs,' (not Masonic), 
written to be set to music by that prince of composers, Brother 
Henry C. Tucker. Will our readers listen as kindly to another 
of the same class : 

Vanished years* they come full laden 
Upon the chimes of Memory Bells, 

Pictures of my parted Eden, 

A golden halo on them dwells : | 

Death has cast on no blight around them, 

Time has marked no furrows there ; — 

Ah, I find as once I found them, 

And oh, how calmly, sweetly fair ! 

Chiming sweetly, cheerily, 

And the voice that in them dwells. 

While ringing, 

Drives all care and pain afar, love, — 

The tender voice of Memory Bells ! 

Chime the lays of Zion’s glory, 

Ye bells, whose liquid notes prolong : 

Tell a dying world the story 

Of fadeless light and endless song : 

• Future meetings, greetings, bringing 
, Hope that on your music dwells : — 

In my heart a chime is ringing, 

‘ The chime, how sweet, of Memory Bella. 

Chiming sweetly, cheerily, 

And the voice that in them dwells, 

< While ringing, 

Drivtfp all care and pain afar, love — 

The tender voice of Memory Bells ! > 

. 

Dearesi^sing : His thy enchanting 
That "brings the parted loves to me : 

Fondest sing : there is a haunting, 

A spirit, in thy melody ; 

Fairest sing : the birds and flowers 
Glittering speed upon thy strain: 

Loveliest sing : and let the hours 
Be golden with our love again. 

Chiming sweetly, cheerily, , 

And the voice that on them dwells, 

1 While ringing, 

f Drives all care and pain afar, love, — 

The tender voice of Memory Bells ! 
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Blow then winds discordant measures, 

I live in dreams ye can not shake ; 

Snatoh, oh fate, the passing pleasures; 

The .past has bliss ye can not take : 

Sweetest sing : it is your singing ' 

Glory of my spring that tells ; 

T<j this faithful bosom clinging, 

Our souls shall blend with Memory Bells. 

Chiming sweetly, cheerily, 

And the voice that in them dwells. 

While ringing. 

Cars and pain shall drive afar, love, — 

Till death shall hush my Memory vBells ! 

— -There are u fogies ” in Masonry as, in politics. There are 
men who raise a great outcry when we labor to excite a lodge to 
action. Men who talk of inno'vations , when, in fact, the worst 
innovation that Masonry has ever suffered, has been that very 
sloth and inefficiency to which it was reduced under their admin- 
istration, so different from the original and fundamental idea of 
labor , labor ^ labor . 

— The following apostrophe to a distinguished Brother was 
written in 1858 : 

Ah, thou faithful man ! as thus I sit and write of thee, the 
broad waters of the Mississippi swelling around me, the rush of 
steam from the escape-pipes awakening the echoes of the hills; 
as thus I sit alone this midnight hour, in the cabin to which, for 
a week’s journey, I am consigned, my fellowrpassengers all re- 
tired to their slumbers, I hug to myself the pleasing recollection* 
that thou and I are one in Masonry. Thou in the south-west, at 
the widow’s cot, in the home of sickness, leading the orphan, 
strengthening the feeble; thou, in the field of life, fast-ripening 
for the harvest of the Lord, secure in the reception of the long- 
promised wages ; I, in my long, weary, ah ! weary journeyings, 
anticipating what may never be fulfilled, and hoping for what 
may never come to pass— -thou and I, upon this great platform of 
Freemasonry, are one. One in purpose, one in labor, shall we 
riot be one in the reward ? 

— It is clear to our mind, that in alf Lodge trials the question, 
.should not be, “What has the party done or said ?” so much as 


Digitized by LiOOQle 



428 


Editorial Chit-Chat, etc , 


“How far has the fraternal spirit of Masonry been violated ?” 
There is every difference in the world between a judicial trial 
and one of this sort. Will not the Brethren look to it. 

— That is a good quotation you send us : “ The mind of mau 

would be his Compass ; his conduct would be squared by strict 
rectitude and justice toward his fellow creatures ; his demeanor 
would be marked by the level of courtesy and kindness ; while 
uprightness of heart and integrity of actions, symbolized by the 
plumb, would be his distinguishing characteristic ; and thus guid- 
ed by the Movable Jexcels of Masonry, he might descend the vale 
of life with joy, in the hope of being accepted by the Most High, 
as a successful candidate for admission into the Grand Lodge 
above. 

— We have no better “ authority ” to give you for the Ameri- 
can usage of prayer than this : 

The Grand R. A. Chapter of New York was organized Feb. 
i, 1805. In the Constitution then adopted, the following excel- 
lent sentiments appear: (Art. 9, Sec. 3,) “ As the institution of 
Masonry acknowledges revealed religion and inculcates the de- 
vout worship of the Supreme High Priest, Whose creatures we 
are and by whose bounty we exist, and on whose mercy we 
ought always to depend for present prosperity and future happi- 
ness ; and being thus dependent it well becomes Us to acknowl- 
edge our obligations for his beneficence, to confess our sins, to 
invoke his blessing and return our thanks with heart-felt grati- 
tude, in humility, for favors received — therefore, after the opening 
of this Grand Chapter, apd before any business shall be proceed- 
ed upon, a suitable address may be made to the Deity by the 
Grand Chaplain, if present” How appropriate to the business 
of every Masonic body to cohamenc^ its labors with prayer. 

— The silver from the Masonic jewels found in the ruins of the 
Wiuthrop House, Boston, after the fire, in April last, .was sent to 
the United States Mint, and half-dollar pieces coined from it, 
which have been sold to the members of the different lodges, en- 
campments, etc. These are the only fifty cent pieces coined thi* 
year. 
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— The Acacia of Freemasonry is the Acacia Vera Tournefort 
and the Minosa Nitotica of Linnaeus, coincident with the mistletoe 
of the Druids, the myrtle of the Greeks, and the palm of the 
Egyptians. It grew in great abundance around Jerusalem. The 
Jewish. law prohibited interment within the Avails of the city. To 
pass over a grave was esteemed desecration, and hence it became 
necessary to mark the place of interment. 

— We have been favored by our esteemed friend, Bro. John K . 
Hall, of Boston, Mass., with a copy of his new work, “ Hall’s 
Master Workman and Masonic Monitor, being a complete Guide 
to Masters of Lodges in the Lectures and Work of Freemasonry 
as generally approved and used throughout the United States.” 
It is published, at $1 per copy, by A. Williams & Co., Boston, 
Mass., and well worth the money. 


— We are again in receipt of new music from our friend, Hor- 
ace Waters, of 481 Broadway, New' York, viz., They tell me Tli 
forget thee . Song. They are voices , spiri^oices. Song. On to 
Richmond. Galop The' music of these three by Mrs. Park- 
hurst. Wdll all go home again , Song; music by A. B. Whit- 
lock ; and three songs, very amusing, by James G. Clark, of a 
political cast. In ordering music, remember Waters. 

— The block presented by the G. L. of Va. to the National 
Washington Monument is 6 by 3 feet in dimensions. It has the 
Holy Bible, Square and Compass in raised work in the centre of 
the stone, with this appropriate inscription—' “ Presented by the 
Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons of Virginia. 
Lo, she gave the chief corner-stone to the Republic !” 

— We have from Bro. F. P, Wilmot, of Schleringersville,Wis., 
the following original lines : 

DON’T FORGET THE. EVERGREEN/ 

Bury me on the lone hill-side, 

Where setting sun does rest, 

But don’t forget the evergreen. 

Then I am blest. . 
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Bury me near the oedar trees, 
Where gentle winds go by, 
But don't forget the evergreen, 
When there I lie. 


Bury me where the roses bloom, 
In splendor and glory, 

But don*t forget the evergreen, 
That’s my glory. 


Brethren, lay me where you think best. 

That I may quiet rest, 

But don’t forget the evergreen, 

Is my request. ^ 

— The following was written for and dedicated to Bro. John W. 
Simons, of New Yoik, who, like ourseves, loved and revered the 
lamented subject of the Ode. The air is the one commonly oalled 
i Drink to me only.” 

DIRGE OF SALEM TOWN. 

[Those who were favored with intimate relations with this ven- 
erable “Master in Israel,” were struck with the refined and spir- 
itual air which his countenance ever wore. In the sentiment of 
the following lines, “ his face was set as though he would go to 
Jerusalem” — as though his heart and affections were in the Spir- 
itual Temple above, of which the earthly temple, Freemasonry, 
that formed so much a subject of his reflections, was the type.] 

Mournfully lay the dead one here, 

And silently gather nigh ; 

Lovingly yield your tribute tear— 

His dirge a tender sigh. 

Our chain is broke, and life can ne’er 
This fondest link supply; 

Mournfully lay the dead one here, 

And silently gather nigh. 

Ever his face was set to go 
Toward Jerusalem ; 

Ever he walked and lived as though 
He saw its golden beam. 

That place whose emblem was so dear 
Is now his home on high : 

Mournfully lay the dead one here 
And silently gather nigh. *-*N. Y, Despatch. 

—It is Sometimes asked by those who are galled with our allu- 
sions to the political Antimasonry of the last generation, why rake 
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up the buried dead? Even the friends of Masonry ask, why dis- 
turb these foul objects, even more hideous in their charnal-liouse 
than when they walked the earth to kill and devour ? Our answer 
shall be to the point. 

We rake up the buried to gain a lesson from the dead ! Why 
does the physician, pursuing with zeal the hidden processes of 
disease, dissect the body, which, in its very escape from his skill, 
proves how necessary it is that he should be better armed with 
wisdom henceforth ? 

We recall the deeds of Antimasonry: 1. That the children may 
learn how powerful were the blows that were struck during the 
days of their fathers. 2. That they may understand how irresis- 
tibly powerful in its very inactivity, its inertia, so to speak, was 
Freemasonry. 3. That we may guard more successfully against 
the incomings of evil, since we have once suffered so severely 
from them. 

— At the Indiana State Fair of 1864, for Sanitary purposes, 
more than two thousand dollars was contributed in money by 
various Masonic lodges in that State. Centre Lodge at Indian- 
apolis gave the largest sum, $277 ; Evansvihe Lodge the next, 
$207 ; Hannah Lodge, Wabash, $86; and others in proportion. 

— Through the months of April, May, June* July, and August 
we visited 71 of the lodges in New York State, embracing most 
of the older ones, including those at Troy, Albany, Hudson, 
Poughkeepsie, Oswego, Syracuse, Schenectady, Auburn, Buffalo, 
Lockport, Dunkirk, Hornellsville, Owego, Corning, Binghamton, 
«and Port Jervis. Everywhere we met with a cordial reception, 
and the good brethren vied with each other in extending to us 
the courtesies of the Order. 

— The second edition of “ Morris’ Masonic Odes and Poems,” 
will be ready for delivery by the 22d of November. It will be 
like the first, a master-piece of book-making, the paper, binding* 
etc.* being of the first quality. The work mak s 200 pages, square 
octavo, comprises 132 Odes and Poems, and is sold for $2.50 per 
cppy (postage included). Address Rob Morris, 545 Broadway 
.New York. ' * 
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, Standard Notices. 

The various changes in editors and publishers, during the paat ye at, require 
that we should make the following standard notice, viz : 

All correspondence of the Voice of Masonry , whether editorial or other- 
wise, and all orders for the Miniature Monitor must be addressed to Bro. J. C. 
W. Bailey, 128 and 180 Clark St., Chicago, Illinois. This will he invariable. 
Bro. Bailey will forward to Bro. Rob Morris, at New York City, such of 
the correspondence as is strictly editorial. 

No further copies of the Hubbard Observance can be furnished. Those who 
^ish for the Eastern Star Manual may write to Bro. Rob Morris, at New York 
City. 

Masonic Law and Usage. — We will continue to reply to questions upon 
these subjects. But ohr correspondents must enclose postage stamps to cover 
expenses of postage and stationery. We can not any longer endure the bur- 
den of furnishing both time and money without return. A few stamps from 
each correspondent will not be felt by them, but will make to U3 a difference 
of many hundred dollars a year. 

Increase our Subscription Lists. — Every reader of the Voice is an au- 
thorized agent for it, and we look to such to enlarge our circulation. If each 
of our present patrons would secure only one more subscriber , the gain to ui 
would be immense. Brethren : remember the needs of the hard-pressed 
publisher, and give kirn the aid of your purse and influence. 

Advertisements. — We solicit advertisements for our Business Sheet. Our, 
circulation is unequalled by any other Masonic journal; we reach the best 
Masons in every Lodge ; our terms are as low as any, and we solicit adver- 
tising patronage accordingly. 

Uniformity of Rituals. — The work of general and thorough Uniformity 
in Rituals is advancing day by day with an irresistible momentum. Vain arfc 
denunciations ; vain the torrents of abuse and calumny. The most consider- 
ate, the most conservative members of the fraternity, men who never united 
in a Masonic effort before, are uniting in this, while the masses of the breth- 
ren are resolved to have nothing legs than general and thorough uniformity. 
We invite the correspondence of all who revere the ancient landmarks. 

Copies of Proceedings, Addresses, By-laws, &c.,&c. r are solicited, as her* 
tofore. Address them to care of Bro. Bailey, as above. Give us early no- 
tices of deaths, casualties, celebrations, festivals, &c., Ac. 

The office of Bro. Rob Morris has been ermanently established at No. 646 
Broadway, New York. 


Digitized by LiOOQle 



• THE 

.VOICE OF MASONRY 

; - AND TIDINGS FROM THE CRAFT. 

ra ■ ■ ■ - - ■ - ■ ... -—i 1 1 ■ s 1 re; r-j-um 

"Vol. II.] OCTOBEK, 1864. [No.lO. 


: What We Have Found Masonry to Be,, 

It has often beeii asked of us, what, after so long and intimate 
an acquaintance with the subject,’ we have found Masonry to be? 
"Wbatoare its development*, its works, its strength ,* its weakness ? 
It is difficult to answer stick questions satisfactorily, nor is there 
any method qf illustrating the subject so popular as by janecdotes. 
In the present article we propose to couch our reply in one ex- 
pression, viz*, We hayo; found Freemasonry to be the very bedfc 
medium in Jhe world for an honest, charitable,- God-fearingruatf 
to display his graces in'! And we presume that that is what Free- 
mafeqnry was made for, 

'Jakiug.this view of the subject it is easy to see that two classy 
es at* men who enter the Masonic portals are doomed to be dis- 
appointed in their search, vht, those who enter- under the influ- 
ence of curiosity to gratify their love for the mysterioiis, and those 
wJho enter it with mercenary and selfish views. In regard toi the 
fir^t ire say, sis our predecessors in Masonic literature ofteb enough 
said before us(, there is nothing in the mysteries of Masonry, con- 
sidered alone and without reference to practical use, that is worth 
the search, and in regard to tha second, that Masonry, above all 
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other institutions, proves the truth of the Divine maxim, “ It is 
more blessed to give than to receive.” Those who seek for a 
medium to do good will find one handy and complete in the soci- 
ety of Masonry. 

We would like to see it painted on the- preparation-room door 
of every lodge, “ Knock, oh ye who desire to do good and to be 
good, and it shall be opened unto you.” Truly the same idea is 
conveyed in forcible terms dp ope x^f the three queries propoun- 
ded to the candidate in the preparation-room ; but it does not 
seem to be Aiudef stood by tlf3se to Jsvjiorp itis add^eis^d.\ Too 
many, unquestionably, come among uiwKo look to Masonry as a. 
medium tor receiving good, and such are bound to be mistaken. 
For though some few do nipjfco a . livibg ofl panafciteq j^j&n the In- 
stitution, yet the number who would fain make their support that 
way are for the most part disappointed. Such is our reply to the 
query, What have we found Masonry to be?” 


Fkom oub JCocenthip Contk»boto«.— -J?ro«A«r Editor; I was 
reading to-day an account of the , last balloon ascension of my 
friend Wise, and was particularly struck witl) tli? different feel- 
ings experienced at different altitudes* 

Looking at the matter masonically, I can sympathized With Wise 
fbr when I took the Chapter degrees I felt giddy and had 
a sponge-bath ! The Council system caused th$ blood to; rush to 
my head alarmingly, and nothing but soda and seidlitZjfor a week 
or more brought me right again. In the Coinmanctery the most 
alarming vertigos possessed me, fny eyes became inflamed with 
blood, hallucinations oppressed my brain ; I was cold to the wife 
of my bosom, and $raoto my little daughter unjustly. Now I 
have beep proposed in. the Consistory % where I perceive there are 
thirty-seven degrees or more ; and, from my experience so far, I 
fear my few remaining wits will ooze out, and I be carried h6me 
a living monument of the too great elevation to which Weak men 
aspire. Let me know, you who have mad© these Walloon ascen- 
sions clear to the very top, and cpme down in safety pndt With 
your brains inside of your heads, whether you consider it entirely 
safe for ordinary men to go up there. 

I have lately been engaged traveling a good deal, arid inf my 
nuxt a,iu gojng to tell you something about the manner of thirigs 
I have seen in different lodges* Giddily your?, G. G f ^ — M. 'T* 
Dispatch. . . 
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From our Eccentric Contributor . 


* Prom' Our Eccentric Contributor. „ 

' , Bobolink Station, Sept. 27,, 18^4.' 

My pear Brother Editor : — I should h ave written. t;o you.be fore 
«but I have been sick — yes, very -sick — and that, too, of a com- 
plaint which our French member calls “ one grande disguste.” 
He is sick of the same discomfort And it all grows out of the 
burial of ottr poor friend, to whose death I alluded in ray last It 
* is owing to the miserably, bote by, ineffective, unimpressive man- 
ner in which the thing was done.' If I tell you the story, will you 
publish it ? 

Well, imy; theory of buraah life is, that we’ve all Of us got to die 
some time — some time or other — Masons particularly. I learned 
that the night I was raised. ' I have found out, too, tlpat all oft us 
wish. to be nonorably inferred and tenderly remembered. I per- 
ceive by perusing Webb’s MonitQr that there is a form laid down 
impressive, truly, and beautiful, by which the symbolical ceremo- 
nies practiced upon u$ theoretically in the lodge arc (practiced 
upon us actually at tlie grave. 

Now I am going to tell you what a horrid botch our folks made 
of the burial the other day, and how completely they disregarded 
symbolisms and all other i*m$, except the. ism* of ignorance in the 
way they performed it* 

In the first place there wore only eleven present ! Only eleven , 
when we’ve got more than a hundred members in one lodge ! 
Only eleven, and not one of our preachers (though we have three), 
nor lawyers (we have two), nor doctors (we have eight or nine), 
nor men of means and leisure (we have fully thirty of that sort), 
were in the procession! No; the men who dould have done 
, honor to our deceased brother, by giving their attendance upon 
the occasion, making a respectable appearance before the public, 
and saying a comforting word to tjie almost broken-hearted 
widow, were absent. I saw some of them as I came along the 

street. and , the wealthiest men in the lodge, and both 

retired merchants, were playing backgammon at Bro. ’s law 

office, while Bro. himself was looking on. All three came 

to the door as we passed, and deliberately scanned our procession 
as though it was the new combination menagerie. 

Then nobody could sing at the graVe. I tried “ Solemn strikes,” 

and Bros. and struck in with me, but such “ strikes” as 

we all made of it were exhausted in one verse. 

The Master had forgotten his Monitor , and had to improvise 
the funeral service, which he was not at all competent to do. The 
Stewards had forgotten the evergreen sprigs, and the Junior War- 
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den his column. In fact, everything seems to have been forgot- 
ten save the dead body of our poor brother, and the tears and 
heart-suffering of his afflicted widow. 

I came home sick of the whole affair, and almost prepar.d at 
the next meeting to request the lodge not to bury me with Ma- 
sonic honors (?). I suppose in your city the members turn out 
nobly when a brother Mason dies, don’t they ? Yburs mournfully 
{K Y. Dispatch.) G. G. 


Symbolical Illustration, 

To illustrate the symbolical character of Masonry I call your 
attention to the signal of a knock upon the door. You will recol- 
lect how foucibly that emblem is applied in Scripture, “Knock, 
and it shall t)e opened unto yon.” “ Behold, I stand at the door 
and knock ; if any man hear my voice and open ths door I will 
come in unto him and will sup with hitii and he with me.” 

These beautiful passages are more forcibly commented upon in 
the Masonic Work and Lectures. As a summary of Masonic in- 
struction under this head, indulge me in a few lines : 

Ask and ye shall receive ; 

Seek and ye shall surely find : 

Knock, ye shall no resistance meet, 

If ye come with ready mind. 

For all that ask and ask aright, 

Are welcome to our lodge to-night. 

Lay down the bow and spear, 

Resign the sword and shield, 
forget the arts of warfare here : 

The arms of peace to wield. 

For all that seek, and seek aright, 

Are welcome to our lodge to-night. 

Bring hither thoughts of peace, 

' Bring hither words of lore, 

Diffuse the pure and holy joy 
That cometh from above. 

For all that knock, and knock aright, 

Are welcome to our lodge to-night. 

Ask help of Him that's high, 

Seek grace of Him that’s true, 

Knock patiently, the hand is nigh, 

Will open unto you. 

For all that ask, seek, knock aright, 

Are welcome to our lodge to-night. 
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Masonio Events that Occurred in October. 


, BIBTHS OF PERSONS WHO BECAME DISTINGUISHED MASONS. 

1791, 1st James Salsbury, 1801, 1st, Benjamin Parke. 1748, 
7th, Charles XIII of Sweden. 1782, 9th, Lewis Cass. 1796,. 
15th, Thomps Hayward. 1754, ltftl^ Morgan Lewis. 1802, 17th, 
Amand P. Pfister. 1777, "18th, Lorenzo Dow. 1632, 20th, Chris- 
topher Wren. 1820, 2ld, Ossian E. Dodge. 1799, 25th, Wm. 
Tracey Gould. 1789, 26th, Reuben N. Walworth. 1771, 30th, 
Thomas Smith Webb.. / 

INITIATIONS OF MASONS AFTERWARDS DISTINGUISHED. 

1848, 10th, Thomas Bird Harris. 31849, 10th, Moses Dodge. 
1824, 15th, Amand P. Pfister. 1846, 16th, Elias Ashmole. 1792, 

* fist, Thomas Smith Webb, at Keene, N. H. 1813, 28th, Joseph 
R. Chandler. ' 

- DEATHS OF WELL-KNOWN MASONS. 

r 1860, 1st, ^Paui Dean. 1850, 2d, Augustas Peabody, P. G. M., 
Mass. 1862, 4th, H. Wingate. 1863, 4th, Ebenezer Wadsworth. 
1842,6th, Lord Frederick J. Morrison. 1853, 6th, Simeon Green- 
leaf,?. G. M.;Me. 1861, 9th, N. G. Chesebro. 1859, 2 1st, Robert 
P. Dunlap. 1863, 22d, John M. Darcy, P. G. M., X. J. 1851, 25th,, 
Asa Partridge. 1858, 26th, M. M. Tyler, P. G. M., Ky. 1859, 
26th, James Wartl, P. D. G. M., Conn. 

CORNER STONES PLANTED* 

1845, 6th, Gas Works, Cape Town, Africa. 1858, 6th, Tem- 
ple, Nashville, Tenn. 1857, 7th, Masonic Hall, Savannah, Geo. 
1840, 8th, Market, Aberdeen, Scotland. 1789, 13tb, University, 
Edinburgh, Scotland. 1880, 14th, Temple, Boston, Mass. 1841, 
16th, G. Hall, Lancaster, O. 1853, 20th, R. R. Buildings, Chil- 
licothe, O. 1667, 23d, New Exchange, London, Eng. 1763, 23d, 
North Bridge, Edinburgh, Scotland. 1855, 24th, Court House,. 
Kingston, C. W. 1848, 25th, G. Hall, Indianapolis, Ind. 1842, 
26th, Episcopal Church, Reading, England. 1859, 26th, Monu- 
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ment to^Capt. Isaac Holmes, Macon, Geo. 1842, 27th, Victoria 
Harbor, Dunbaf, Eng. 1854, 27th, Court House, Sacramento, 
Cal 1846, 28th, Hall, Pawtucket, R. I. 1859, 28th, Mechanics’ 
Institute, Richmond, Va. 

EDIFICES, &C., MASONTCALLY DEDICATED. 

1853, 13th, Hall, Hong Kong, China. 1826, 20th, G. Hall, 
Lexington, Ky. 1827, 80th, Masonic Hail, City of New York. 
1857, 30th, Mbn. to J. C. Ball, Ionia, Mich. 

, 4 ' . 'ii.i/, 

/ CASUALTIES. 

1857, flth, Hall, Smittfilancf, Ky., buTnt. 1849> 28th, Masonic 
Hall, Shelbyvillu, Ind., burnt. ; , 

MASONIC GRAND BODIES ORGANIZED. 

1847, 6tli, G. Encampment, Ky. 1859, 12th, G. Com., Tenn. 
1778, 13th, G. L., Va. 1800, 16th, G. L., Ky. 1794, 19th,, G. 
L., Vt 1869, 20th, G. Cbm., Wis. 1867, 27th, G. Enc., 111. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

1755, 1st, Jeremy Gridley, Prov. G. M., Mass. 1845, 1st, 
Masonic Review, Cincinnati, O., est. 1806, 2d, Conv., Lexing- 
ton, Ky., to est. Cons. Reg. G. L., Ky. 1824, 2d, Lafayette vis. 
G- L, La. 1814, 3d, Ft. Hiram, Providence, R. I.fbuiltby G. 
L., R. I. 1787^ 7th, Lodge Perfect Unanimity, Madras, E. I.* 
est. 1822, 7th, Andrew Jackson, G. M., Tenn. 1859, 8th, First 
Stone Railway Station, Smyrna, Asia Minor. 1825, 10th, Lafay- 
ette elected Hon. Mfember G. L., Tenn. 1830, 10th, G. Mas. and 
Pat. Feast to Lafayette, Paris, Franoe. 1307, 13th, French 
Knights Templar arrested. 1819, 14th,' Conv. io est. G. L., Me. 
1842, 14th, Honorarium to Earl of Mexborough, England. 1858, 
l£th, Sword of Jos. H. Daviess presented to G. L., Ky. 1824, 
16th, Masons declared outlaws in Spain. 1820* 28d, Cony. Ba- 
tavia, N. Y. 1735, 24th, First Lodge opened at Amsterdam, - 
Holland. 1797, 24th, Conv. Boston, Mass., to est. G. G. Ch. of 
Northern States, U. S. 1762, 25th, G. Masopin Cons., A. and 
A* Ri, adopted. 1825, 30th, Lafayette visited G. L«, Va. 1858,. 
30th, National Masonic School of Instruction, est. at Louisville^ 
Kyv ; _ . 

* i;, ,■ - ■■ 
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On. Symbols and Symbolism . 

^rrr^rrj r> r 4t 7 " TT:»Tr-r 4 ‘--*f f»rf *■ / » * »■!«»■■»' r ?*■* — * 

.- ‘ ; ; j • if: • -N ,:♦•»•; r m *»•■; *i t: * 

i > . ■ j; n< , 1 ■ r ■ 

Qiwdynibols; and Symbolism— Especially These of Masonry. . 

* . ' ■ ‘ ••• ! 1 

Of all the senses, the eye offers, by far, the.- easiest and most 
Batipfactory access to the understanding, Pictorial representa- 
tion of objects are, therefore, the most agreeable ' and the most. ' . 
efficient to impress objects on the memory and to fix fchein'ia the 1 
mind. Eveu if>oorporaU or supernatural ideas ; \vill best engage 
tfye attention, when represented to the observer, by some figure 
having a real, or fancied, >or conventional resemblance to it. A-, 
pictured, open eye. may be well supposed to stand for watchful* ; 
ness or care. The open haud portrays the liberal mind. Thoh, 
serpent jp conventionally esteemed subtle, and therefore, typifies 
cunning— the dove is its antitype to signify innocence. This i* 
one of the principal reasons for .the use of symbols* though thfere 
is a second cause why they no generally obtain in Masonry, which o 
will/be, hereafter touched on. ; , : v 

.Before, however, entering on the discussion of any snbjeqt of 
curiosity or interest, it is useful and necessary to have a clear idea 
of its nature, and of the meaning of the terVns used,. 

The word Symbol is composed, of two Greek ones— sun bo lit in; 
which literally mean a, placing together two things, for contrast 
or juxtaposition. Tlie next process of our reasoning faculty, is . 
the identifying one of .th^se two objects thus colated by thither, 
whence in the onward piocess of ratiocination, the notion of rep* 
recantation, only pure and simple, follows more especially of things’ , 
occult by those familiar of ideas by sensible objects, or in fact, 
pictorial metaphors, by which tl^e original thought is rendered 
more clear or more attractive. 

Of the first description of symbolism, the following may /server 
a& a modern instance : 

In Germany, before any operative is allowed to set up for him- 
self, in business, as master particularly, in the handicrafts, he is 
required to give proof of his ability in his art; for. lock or gun* 
smiths, the test is usually to make two guns or locks so exactly 
alike in^ll their parts, that when they are afterwards taken to ; 
pieces by the eldermen of the guild or Amt and the pieces blend*’ 
ed or thrown together indiscriminately, the aspiraut to the fias- > 
tev^lpp is to connect them so as again to form two equally perfect 
gulls or locks as before. This process is exactly expressed by the 
above Greek words, swi bollein , casting together, and the two^ 
new objects. two perfect symbola , in the literal and most 'rq*^ 
condite meaning of the word ; the t}iie exactly representing thOr 5 
other. As, however, in nature and every day Ufa, no two objects 
are found the perfect antitypes or fellows — one of the other— ap* 
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pro x i ma ttons-nre- taken the newe s t the party-using them can im- 
agine or discover, and the nearer or the more remote the reality 
is depictured by the symbol, the nearer will be its reception and 
recognition by the multitude, or the contrary. Under the general 
denomination of symbols may be classed as subordinate divisions,, 
the following : . . 

Types. Emblems and devices. Signs, marks, and tokens/ 
lst.^ Type is properly form or mark, from a Greek root signify- 
. ing literally to beat , and thence deductively an impression made 
by beating or punching at a matrix, also the stamps which such 
matrices offer ; whence printers call their metal letters types, 
though formed by casting in steel moulds, and thence; also, figu- 
ratively, any picture becomes a type ai\d even any imaginative or 
figurative description may be adduced as a type. Its use in a* 
biblical or sacred sense is most general, though perhaps there it 
would be better designated by the compound architype or* proto- 
type. . 

Emblems and devices differ in this, that the former are 
properly always coupled with some general moral apothegm, 
whilst the device is merely personal and mostly refers only to some 
individual, frequently but as the rebus of the name of its wearer 
or inventor. An example will best illustrate the difference. We 
have whole books in which the author has taxed his ingenuity to 
join to different pictorial images^ suitable moral or significant 
mottoes by Quarles and others, and in three ponderous folios pub- 
lished at Prague, by Typotius, under the title, Symbola Ttom> 
Ppntifieum Imperatorum , Regum Ptindpuin, etc., through every 
range of dignitaries. The devices of our kings are examples of 
the latter kind, but have been mostly misunderstood by our com- 
mentators on regal heraldry, Dollaway and Willement, because 
they could not condescend to tl*e puerilities of our ancestors in 
these matters. When the Duke of Richmond, sdn of Jasper 
Ttfdor, ascended the English throne, after defeating Richard III 
at the battle of Bosworth Field, by the title of Henry VII, he dr 
his counsellors, in looking round for an object by which his fam- 
ily name of Tudor might be expressed in a similar jingle of sound, 
could hit upon none better than the closed portcullis , Which as a 
tO'door or door-to or shut, came sufficiently near his name to serve 
to mark the personality of the monarch, and, it is from no other 
than this simple assonance that the portcullis is mixed up even in 
our historical and state cognizances. ’ 

Sd. Signs are in so far distinguishable frbm marks , inasmuch 
as the former are recognitions perceivable through any of the 
senses, whilst a mark, unless deeply incised, is confined exclu- 
sively to that of sight, and unlike a sign cannot be communicated 
at a great distance. Thus a sign may be perceived in the dark, 
through the organ of feeling; communicated through a nosegay 
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or the peculiar aronla of a scent-jar ; by a trumpet, or from some 
concerted tastes. 4 ' 

Tohpn is much the same as sign. We shall here treat of the 
established signs, marks, and tokens or our Order, under their 
more generic denomination of symbols . % 

Symbols are such demonstrations, potent to the mind through 
some of the senses, as have been agreed upon by our own or other 
societies, ancient' or modern, for the recognition of their members 
in whatsoever' country or ^whatsoever time they may meet It 
is obvious, therefore, thaV to effect -their purpose, they must be 
sitilple and secret ; the first because their universal application 
demands facility and ease; the mdre elaborate the token, the 
greater obstacle would be thrown into the means of recognition, 
by persons of different countries and languages : the obstruction* 
to communication would be heaped up and the impediments per- 
haps preclusive. It is, therefore, in the exceeding simplicity of 
the original symbols of our Order, the -base on which the grand 
edifice of Masonry is built, that their great beauty is found 
combined with their practical utility. When could three tokens 
be discovered *o ; elegantly simple, vet so expressive as the level , 
the square , and the compass ; of such universal application, yet 
upon mere exhibition, understood by the meanest capacities ? so 
interwoven by their use and service as mere words in our lan- 
guage, that when we utter such expressions as “ to walk upon the 
level,’* “ to act upon the square,” “to keep within compass,” the 
mind is scarcely conscious of them as metaphorical abstractions. 
« But, independent of simplicity, they must, to effect their pur- 
pose, be also secret , or at least have a conventional meaning — not 
patent to the world at large and yet so easily communicable to the 
initiated, that their tende/and acknowledgment be imperceptible 
to theiaity, (if this word be allowed me to signify the whole of 
mankind without the pale of the Order)/ Some signs and tokens 
may have an open meaning for the public and an exoteric, recon- 
dite and improved sense to the initiated brother to whom they 
are communicated in their several degrees in every properly con- 
ducted Lodge. 

The very name of a society imports some common bond of 
union, some distinction by which it is severed from the’ rest of the 
nation or the world. The Latin root is undoubtedly the word se- 
care , to cut off or to separate. That this distinction in Masonry 
should be secret, the end and-purposes of the society, which 4 are 
charity and brotherly love, necessarily imply. An % in discriminate 
charity is impossible. It is, therefore, wisely determined that every 
aspirant for the Order should undergo an examination of charac- 
ter and morals by his neighbors and fellow citizens ; and, if found 
worthy, on admission have .imparted to him certain signs and re- 
cognitions by which he may distinguish any one who has under- 
gone a simibnr ordeal. 1 — Freemason*? Quarterly Magazine . 
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Masonry in the . Household, 

We takd great pleasure in presenting to our readers the first of 
a series of ballads promised us by Bro. Morris in which the tenets . 
of eur profession are arranged in verse set to familiar airs, 90 that * 
our wives and children may become acquainted with then?, through 
tho pleasant medium of vocal music. The influence of the loving 
ones at home oft the destinies of our mstitution, can not be over 
estimated, for with them on our side we may defy all opposition. 

It is then a duty we owe to Masonry to make them familiar with 
its sentiments and designs ; it is a duty we owe them m compen* 
sation for the many hours they wait for' us while we are engaged 
in the labors of the Craft, to add to the pleasures of the homo 
circle, whatever may tend to increase its attractions, and we re- 
spectfully suggest that the idea here carried out, will on reflection 
commend itself to all who feel as we do that “there’s no place 
like home let ns make Freemasonry popular thpre and w e shall 
have an anchor that will withstand any storm from without. 

MASONIC ODES TO FAMILIAR AIRS. 

Faithful to the Squahk. 

Air — “ Just before the battle , mother." 

Never slight a hailing brother, 

Be it blue or grey they wear; 

Never ask his creed or country, 4 

So he’s Faithful to the Square : * 

Only sure he's true and faithful 
"To the solemn vows he swore, 

And then a generous hand extbnd hint, , 

Ab in peaceful days of yore.' 

. Chorus — Only sure he’s true and faithful, etc.. » 

Sad the strife and fearful, Brother, — 

, ■ Almost hopeless seems the end ; 

Some have felt its utmost horrors 
In the loss of M)ine and friend ; 

Vet the fire and shot have left us 
Even stronger tlian w<e were, 

And oh this day Freemason’s conquer. 

Faithful, faithful to the Square ! 

N • Chorus — Yet the fire and shot have left us, etc. f 

When sweet Peace shall bless ns, Brother, 

And the fire and shot have ceased* 

' Oh, we’ll strive not to remember . 

All the cruel things have passed; ; 

But there’s one thing we’ll forgot not, 

While a memory we beoiw- 

It is the Sacred Tik so cherished 
- /> By the Brother’s of the Square ! 

Chorus— But there’s quo thing we’ll' forget not, etc. 

’ % r '- —AT.' T* Dispatoh, " 
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>HE SISTEE’S . OHAELENGE. 

t " . 

Is Freemasonry Practical? 

A MASONIC TALE, IN SIX PABTS, BY BOB , MORRIS, *LL. D. 

x ' PART FIFTH. 

The Fifth Meeting of the. Sisters and Brethren was the, largest 
in point of numbers that had yet assembled. Quite a number 
of the latter wsre obliged to stay in the Tyler’s room for want of 
acoommodation inside, and as the brethren of that Lodge allowed 
their Tyler no stove or fice-place and the day was cold, it would 
haye been no wonder that they got disgusted and left. But, to 
their credit be it said, that though they suffered they staged j 
though they shivered they listened ; they applauded the proceed- 
ings the louder for the reason that it assisted the circulation of 
the blood to do so and this warmed them up.' 

A good many excellent thoughts were communicated on that 
occasion, but the flower of the evening, that which brought down 
the house, was the following, styled 

THE TONGUE TOO SILENT. ' 

We are about to relate a scene from our personal experience. 
The man who opens his eyes and dhrs as ho journeys in tho?great 
caravan of humanity* needs no book nor. mouth to tell him how 
exceedingly wondrojus is truth. We see far less of it in the more 
serious, than in -the more romantic works of the shelf; for they 
who deal in it ju& pureness must needs write with a ghostly pen. „ 
What authors give us sueh flights of fancy as the scriptural ones ? 
Yet scriptural truths are pure. Who so far from the cut-and^ 
dried logic of the sohools as the writers of divine law»‘?-^yetv 
they* write for the mass and for all time. We will continue ta‘ 
deal in truths as they enter our knowledge,— in as nearly thfe 
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same garb, that it is to say, as they reach us, and the finical may 
turn away in a scholastio horror if he choose and ask for statuary 
clothed in more fashionable array* 

Come with me, to-day, to the river bank, and let us gather 
some plain truths as they occur before our eyes. It is a chilly 
morning forsooth, and in spite of our winter coats and wind-preof 
gloves, the blood stagnates and the muscles stiffen in the January 
blast — hardens the water wherever it may chance to fall — rever- 
berates the ^frozen olod under our heel as we walk. In frosty 
clouds the vapor gathers from our breath and settles around us, 
tqo heavy to mount upward. It is the coldest morning of the 
peculiarly inclement month of December, 1851, and we are ifi a 
spot at which the blasts from the great prairies gather and ac- 
complish^ their boreal work. 

Before us is a busy scene. Aureal steamer is landing a por- 
tion of her enormous load at the wharf-boat, her steam bellowing 
loudly through her escape-pipes the while as if impatient at th£ 
necessary delay. Rapidly the debarkation of passengers and 
the transfer of packages is accomplished, for time is precious 
and it waits for no man. 

Soon the signal is made for departure — another— a third— and 
with a parting groan from the pipes and a graceful bend with 
the current, thy monarch passes from the shore and down the 
river and is lost to view. 

Thei-e is little time for greetings amongst these people thus 
yeast so hastily ashore. Those who have become partially ac- 
quainted through an intercourse of three or four days, Close their 
acquaintance with a parting nod, or rarely a shake of the hand 
and aAind word and part # never more to meet Some are 
cheered at landing by a friend, whose waving hand was visible 
to their eager eye even before they reached the wharf. Such 
are seen to hasten, arm linked in arm, to a place where, doubt- 
jess, the fire is burning cheerfully for them and kind welcomes 
await them, of which, even now, with bended head and absorbed 
attention, they gather a foretaste. But the most pass off the 
wharf-boat and up the bank without any external show of joy or 
sorrow at the change from the river life of half a week to this in 
the growing town of , with which they seem well familiar. 
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All this has transpired in less than the half hour we have been 
writing it. Interested as we were with a scene *which, though 
familiar, can never lose its interest to an observing mind, we 
scarcely note the increasing pain begeath our gloves and boots 
until our companion, with an ejaculation of distress, more com- 
mon by half than proper, calls our attention to his own sufferings 
and by a natural transition to our own. We prefer the glowing 
stove of the wharf-boat, nigh at hand, to the more distant, though 
more tasty fire-place of our hotel. 

The usual group around such a centre of heat presents but 
little to attract our eye. Certainly in the language of a wharf- 
boat there is nothing to attract the ear Of a Freemason, who 
reverences God’s name, for it is made up of such a skeleton of 
profanity that were that removed it could not stand alone. One 
object, however, does attract the eye, and as we gaze with won- 
der upon it, there does presently reach our ear a sentence that is 
interesting to ue. * 

For there upon a trunk, marked Matilda Detcey, sits a yOung 
woman, already a mother, and, as the most stupid of this wharf- 
boat crowd .has already noticed with sneers, soon to become a 
mother yet'agaiu. As wo entered, two of us, she looked anxious- 
ly to each in turn as if to find in our faces some lineament with 
which she was familiar, but, with an expression of disappointment, 
turned her face away. Presently remarking that we were watch- 
ing her and possibly reading our interest in our looks — for we 
were thinking as we gazed upon her, how hard is woman’s lot in 
an hour of misfortue, yet how uncomplaining she* can endure — 
she asked us in words so low that we were obliged to move closer 
and request her to repeat 1 them, “Did I know Henry Dewey in 
this place ?” ' 

Unable to satisfy her enquiries, we enquired privately Of the 
clerk concerning her. His reply was so far from being satisfac- 
tory that — we blush even now when we recall the circumstance— 
we turned disappointed away and with our companion left the 
boat. 

A week passed and we were again in the town of , when 

in a cabin, a mere shanty, such as foreigner’s only can build around 
our better domiciles, we saw, as we rocle to a distant part of the 

i 
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town, a face that we remembered~no other than the face of the 
young woinaa whom we had first seen oh the Wharf-boat. She 
recognized us a* promptly, and as we involuntarily drtew in otrr 
reins with surprise, she related the question asked before, “Did 
I know Ilenry Dewey in this place? or would I aid apOor woman 
to seek for > her brother there?” It is among the acts long since 
repented of, that, influenced by the slanderous insinuations whis» 
pored in our £artby the clerk a week before, we replied coldly 
and in the negative and rode on. Heaven forgive us-^-we thought 
her a base woman, though every feature in her countenance spoke 
of suffering virtue and modest worth. So easily are we biased 
by a slanderous tongue. 

It was in tfip hpat of summer and the dust thereof, that we 
again saw Matilda Dewey. She had wandered some fifty miles 
into the interior, in search, as it afterwards came out, of her 
brother, and there her money and her strength both becoming 
exhausted, if\e had found refuge in ajhospitable family and given 
birth to her child. We were lecturing' in the Lodge in the vicinity, 
and as M^jor F. was a member of it, as the heads of all hospitable 
fainilie* in that region are^ our visit to him brought ns once more 
in contact with Matilda. She was greatly changed for the worse. 
Her little one was dead and she was fast following it to the grave. 
She had failed to. discover her brother and had given up -the 
search, having business of more importance now upon her hands. 

An' hour’s conversation with her revealed that, which, if we 
had known it, we had rather lost an eye than to have overlooked' 
or flighted her so at' first. Her husband, as she could readily 
prove, was a Mason. She had all his Masonic evidences, cos- 
tumes, &e., even to the By-laws of his^ Lodge in which his name 
appeared as an officer; his Masonic engraved medal and diploiqa 
— -and withal she had the ordinary evidences of Adoptive Mason- 
ry. There could be no manner of doubt that she was a Mason's 
widow , and whoever conversed with her an hour without con- 
vincing laimself that she was a worthy one , must have been a 
brute. 

. We do not propose to give the details of her history, for they 
are not necessary to oui; ^ory. She has gone before a tribunal 
now that will judge her lightly, and to a home where she will be 
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a welcome guest. r Our only purpose in culling these facts from 
(life ^)ftges of our diary is to deduce some practical thoughts for 
oiufself and otir readers for future benefit. . \ , 

Had tihfe woman been instructed in her obvious, indisputable 
privileges as a Mason’s widow — made herself know-n as such— 
had she ^exhibited any little token of a Masonic character that 
would barely have caught the eye without shocking the mind 
with a brazen effrontery — had" she allowed herself any sign, any % 
movement known only to Masons and their female relatives — the 
mischief had not beqn done. Our ears would not have been 
poisoned w r it^h, a scandalous imputation v «ahtl our readiness to 
relieve the distressed,* which, in spite of this suspicions exception,, 
is a fixed principle within us, would have been exercised in behalf 
of that unfortunate 'widow. \ And, ©h, what grief, what anguish 
had been spared to a virtuous woman. r * 

, Suppose when Boa* looked enquiringly towards tlie form of 
Kuth in the barley-field near Bethlehem, and asked his oyerseer 
concerning her, that the latter had replied with such an imputa- 
tion 1 How would the generous purpose of the wealthy husband-* 
man been stayed, and be turned away with pain, peradventure 
with scorn ! Such was the case with ourself in the incident 
cited. 

'those who possess the peculiar tender- and inalienable privi- 
leges of a Mason’s widow, do an injustice to the fraternity when 
hearts are ever opened to> their wants, not to avail themselves of 
the offered kindness. For it is a setvice of no light order to 
ftfibrd the brethren the opportunity to do these acts. One such 
is of more avail in teaching the younger members of the. Order 
its real spirit, in awakening dormant sympathies throughout the 
whole circle and in opening the ways of charity than a score of 
' the more common incidents in the history of a Lodge. Let us 
instruct our wives and daughters, then, in these privileges of 
theirs. Let us familiarize their minds in the practical details of 
Masonic benevolence ; and when the misfortune comes— as it 
earner to poor Matilda Dewey— as it may, to your wife or ours-~ 
they will kndw that it is no disgrace to claim that which only 
awaits their call, and so enable the ancient Brotherhood to realize * 
that it is mors blessed to give than to receive. ^ / * 
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It is scarcely necessary to say that this beautiful effusion 
comes from the same ex-Grand Lecturer who favored the group 
with a story at the last assemblage. He had promised them be- 
fore parting that he would send them a story, by -mail and l he was 
as good as his word. * 


Punctuality. — -I would impress upon the Masters and War- 
dens the necessity of, being punctual, and always to open their 
lodges and commence their business at the exact hour mentioned 
in the summons, assured that if they persevere in this duty, they, 
jvill incite regularity in the brethren, and the consequences will 
be, that their families, and the world at large, %wfll appreciate an 
institution which thhs displays the fruits of sound and wholesome 
discipline; the lodges will increase in number and reputation, 
and through their exemplary conduct, freemasonry will secure a 
triumphal ascendancy, and excite general admiration. *and 
respect. 

• ' • * 


Purity. — White was always considered an emblem qf purity. 
Porphyry, who wrote so largely oh the spurious Freemasonry, 
g&y$, “ They esteem him not tit to offer sacrifice worthily, whose 
body is not clothed iu a white and clean garment ; but they do 
not think it any great matter, if some* go to sacrifice, having 
their bodies clean, and also their garments, though tjhqir minds 
be not void of evil, as if God Were not the most delighted with 
internal purity, which bears the nearest resemblance to him. It 
was even written in the temple of Epidauras, Let all who come 
to offer at this shrine be pure. 2^ow purity consists in holy 
thbughts.” 1 - ’ , r . . ’* £ 


Admonition. — If a brother grossly misconduct himself, let'* 
him be admonished privately by the W; M. ; try ey^ry gentle ; 
means to convince him of his errors ; probq the wound .with a . 
delicate hand*; and use every mild expedient to work his reform., 
perhaps he may save his. brother* and give to society a renewed 
and valuable member. 
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’ Indian Signs. 

• , BY A PRACTICAL OBSERVER. 

As a general thing these signs fofm a universal Indian lan- 
guage, being comprehended by all the tribes and sections- of tribes 
from Missouri State to the Ocean 'Pacific. Wtip Organized th'etn 
— when they were first employed — whether th^y were the devices 
! of some master miifti, Or were adopted one by one, throughout a 
succession Of ages, as the necessity for such a fneans of inter- 
communication became felt— thtW are queries; tipofi wnich I leave 
you and such as you to conjecture. 

f The Plain Indians have a. sigh' for everything tAii^ they knrho 
anything about, and so expert are some of them— though thbre is 
a great difference in their degrees of expertrtesss, for I saW’Winy 
whb could* use signs but little better than chib* df . two year's can 
speak words — so skillful are some of them in this tnanual speech 
that a phonographer who was in my company assured me that he 
had “ followed” speakers in the Perrnsyl vania Assembly less rapid 
in their utterance, and, of Course Jess diftichlt to follow. "V, 

1. Love is implied by a Clenching the hands together and press- 
• ing them against the heart. This is theatrical as Well us aborig- 
inal, and shows that the Indian makes the heart the seat of the 
affections as well as ourselves. , 

- 2. Friends * are represented by clasping both hands together 
tightly. ^You perceive how naturally Nos. 1 and 2 are, cojoined, v 
and how from the same root they flow. 

The different members of the family are conveyed by one 
general idea wafied to suit. A wife , for instance, is one who is 
taking the same journey with you— therefore, the first two fingers 
(right hand) are held closely and r horizontally* together from the 
mouth, pointing forward, palm down. A brother rind edited, as 
one who has the same parentage with yourself— therefore, the 
same two fingers are 1 placed horizontally together in the mouth to 
expressdtj & Wild is expressed by the right hand ‘With the palm 
frontward, pdintin^ in a stand* g direction from the loins ; they ex- 
press its sine by holding the* h a nd f a ! certam height' from the groiYnd 
corresponding With’ the child’s height. u : ' , 

4. The various classes of men arc ingeniously conveyed.' * A 
chief by the fore finger (the right hand is always intended whfen 
I do not specify) a little bent with the palm forward', and making 
a circular motion with it, leaving the finger at last pointing &Wn- 

3-vol. n.-NO. x 



Digitized by LiOOQle 



450 


Indian Sign*. 


ward. ' This implies authority over the party making the sign. 
ThoVircular motion conveys the two ideas of height and lowties* 
— that is, command and obey. The ingenuity of this is wonderful 
Au old-man is meant by clenching the hand, palm forwards, and 
, passing it near the head close enough to touch the hair. This is 
poetry, for it means that* time has rolled around the veteran’s 
head. I showed our Masonic emblem of the Broken Column to 
a Sioux Indian one day, and he instantly laid his finger upon 
Time, who stands behind the- Weeping Virgin, then made the 
above-mentioued sign. A woman is denoted by smoothing down 
the hair on both sides of the head, with both hands. This alludes 
to long hair, pf which St. Paul says, “ If a woman have long hair 
it is a glory to her, for her hair is giveu her for a covering.” A 
fool is indicated by closing the hand and staking the knuckle on 
the forehead smartly, palm inward. The idea seems to be, “Apart- 
ments to let unfurnished !” A warrior or brave is represented by 
a sign which, of all others, best hits the character of Young Amer- 
ica. Extend the fore-finger rapidly forward, palm downwards, to 
denote going ahead! A coward is implied by the sign of shrink- 
ing or drawing back. Curve the right inwards and draw it close 
to the right side. Nothing would fetch a Pawnee’s arrow from 
his quiver quicker than to make that sign at him. 

5. Some abstract ideas are very neatly conveyed. Death, for 
instance, is implied by closing the left hand and extending it 
horizontally, then passing the right hand under it and from you. 
The idea is that of going under ground, or interment. The com- 
mon expression among the trappers of going under , as symbolic 
of death, is doubtless borrowed from this source — indeed, most 
of their peculiar expressions have an aboriginal source when 
traced up. Strength is connected in idea with restraining a fu- 
rious horse by the bridle. It is conveyed by bending the arms 
at the elbows and clasping the hands tightly forwards, as if upon 
the bridle-reins. This sign is understood even among the Digger 
Indians, who have no horses of their own, and who make no other 
use of ope when they steal it but to eat it. Poverty or destitution 
is given by rubbing the two fore-fingers together perpendicularly 
downwards. It implies that the party has been stripped of his 
possessions or. skinned. J Emaciation of the body is expressed 
by tearing off the flesh from the breast with both hands; that is, 
the fingers of both hands are made to meet ay^r the breast-bone 
then jerked violently apart, as if divesting the riba of all their 
covering. Surprise is denoted by holding up the breath suddenly 
and spasmodically, then pressing the pajm firmly against the 
mouth. The Read is likewise thrown back $nd the eyelids thrown 
up. 

In all these signs the eyelids and muscle of the face play an 
important part, as you can readily imagine. Evil m implied (as 

• v . .to * 
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for instance an evil-disposed person) by clenching the hand, dash 
ing it forward, but suddenly checking it and opening the palm 
I could not understand this sign, and may have mistaken its sig 
nification in part. Connecting it with the pigu qf vfcurdering the 
only difference' is, that in the latter, the hand is thrown forward 
to the length of the arm, and without opening the palm. If you 
want to see a lovely ! image *of Cain, who killed his brother Abel, 
get one of these big Sioux warriors to make that sign for you, 
‘and as his nervous arm fairly cracks with the motion, his mouth 
flies open to show his wolf-white fangs ; his eyes gleam flashes of 
'Afe, &nd his hot breath fairly steams upon' you ; showing what 
sort of an appearance he would make in battle. Nearness Is rep- 
resented in opposition to distance , by a cunning gesture. The left 
hand is laid open on the breast aha the right upon the left. To 
denote distance throw the right* forward , still open, and the palm 
towards you — to denote the former, bring it back again, after that 
motion, to the left. Goodness is represented by level hand, fingers 
straight and parallel* moved palm downwards to the chin. Lying 
very common vice among modern Indians — is denoted by 
moving the fore-finger past the mouth to the left shoulder. This 
'is “over the left” with an Indian, or more classically, “ in a horn,” 
The Indian, however, means to express that it is a crooked speech. 
Truth-telling or veracity is represented symbolically by moving 
the fore-finger perpendicularly past the mouth — then curving it 
first downwards, then upwards. A negation is made by a swift 
ipotion horizontally forward with open hand, palm inwards, — an 
- affirmation>by the palm outwards, hand closed, except fore-finger, 
and making a circular motion upwards and outwards. Magnitude 
is forcibly given by joining the tips of the extended fingers, arms 
nt full length, to denote that you are surrounding as much space 
as possible. Beauty is represented by raising the hand to the 
face opened, palm inwards, and moving it downwards and out- 
wards. Knowing is given by raising the open band, palm upwards,, 
to the chin, then lowering ivperpendicularly. Seeing is expressed 
i>y pointing horizontally forward from the eyes with the first two 
iingers, the rest closed talking by the same position of the 
fingers* from the mouth ; hearing hy raising the fore-fin get* rapidly 
anil frequently to the right ear. The defect of deafness is the 
same, but varied by opening the hand and throwing it from the 
f ear.' - * 


Hkvutation.— It seems the Masons have great Regard to the 
reputation, as well as the profit, of their Order; singe they make 
it one reason for not divulging an art in common, that it may do 
honor to the possessors of it. I think in this particular they show 
too much regard for their own Rociety, and too little for the rest 
-of raanking. — Locke, 


\ 
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The’Sacred! Cord, Thribe-Wouii4. ! 


, ill ~'f 

BT (ROB MOBttlS. 

A - 4 — - ' / '¥ ’ . 


In the Hindoo mysteries much i$ made of a cord, prepared of 
sacred materials, mystically >v6.yen, thrice-wound aboi>jt jthe body 
4 >{ the neophyte. 


. 

Bind it unuk, tnar, iu his heart 
He may surely hold 
All the mysteries of the Ai t, 

As in the Craft of old ; 

Bind it 0 * 01 4 find make the noose 
Stroriy that time »jj mu nurt> uureos^ 





Bind it Twic*,:that Masons’ law, * \ 

Faith and Charity > : Vi •> *t 

Brer may his spirit draw,, r 

In resistless tie ; v V 

Bind it Twrci and make the noose 
Stronger — death alone shall loose. 

. * l> ■ * 


Bind 1 * * it thrice, that every deed, 1 * . ; 

Virtuous ahd chaste, * # > 

On the heavenly page be ffpread, >'. i ; i 

Worthy of the best ; , , ; , 

Bind it turice, and make* tho.noqse 
Strongest — death must not unloose. : . 


1. /. r . ] * ; ; V . : i ;v|-- ■ % * , v ;•= • V * ' 

Mortality. — Let the emblems of mortality which- lie. bjefore 
you, lead you to contemplate your inevitable destiny, andi guide 

vJTflW ^flection* to that mo£t interesting of human study— r the 
knowledge of yourself. Be careful to perform your al jotted task 
^hjle it is yet day; continue to listen to the voice of nature, 
v which bears witness that even in this perishable frame reside* a 
vital and immortal principle, which inspires a holy confidence 
that the Lord of Life will enable us to trample the King of Ter- 
rors beneath our feet, and lift; our eyes to the bright Morning 
Star, whose rising brings peace and salvation, to the faithful *wd 
obedient; of the human race, 

• . . .-•in* • . '• • 
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Adoptive Masonry. 

We reproduce some articles under this head which wef pub- 
lished nearly ten years ago. The public interest in this subject 
seems tb expand daily. 

! * V I THE GOOD SAMA/RITAtf. 

We are not able to give the authorship of this neat degree of 
Adbptivte Masonry, but would thank any of our readers, who are 
acquainted with the name of its inventor and date of its origin, 
to communicate the facts to ug. Whoever he is, he deserves con- 
siderable credit for his ingenuity in the plap, and for the many 
good effects that have followed upon its gee eral : dissemination — ' 
nor shall an effort be wanting on our part to give it to them. W b 
hevb the .authority of a deceased Brother fThos. J. Hawkins, 
long a Masonic Lecturer in Mississippi and Louisiana,) that it 
originated in Alabama, about fifteen years since. It is certaihly 
not older than that, or we are much mistaken. 

The degree (or more properly Order) of the Goon Samaritan 
is conferred only upon Royal Aroh Masons, and th6 wives (6 f 
widows) of such. Why this restriction was originally *made, we 
do not know ; but that such is the rule, we have the concurrent 
testimony of Masons in various portions of the United* States. 
However, we could point to several localities which we have Vis- 
ited in the course of our Masonic peregrinations whete this rule 
was lost sight of, and the Goon Samaritan conferred not only 
upon Master Masons , but also upon their wives, daughters, sisters 
and even mothers ! This shows the difficulty of maintaining 
such restrictions when in themselves merely arbitrary. 

Conferred properly, this Order is exceedingly striking and im- 
pressive. Lessons of- philanthropy and benevolence of the high- 
est importance are communicated in such a manner, apd by such * 
ceremonials^ as to be ineradicable from the memory. All who 
have propbrly received it, Will bear testimony to this. 

In certain parts of Connecticut, and, probably* elsewhere, the. 
Os^dwrfof Goob Samaritan is conferred in a regular organization 
haring* officers thus entitled : w President, Mentor, Conductor*. 
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Master of Ceremonies, Traveler, and Janitor.” In Texas, there 
is a female department joined to it, under the appellation, “Daugh- 
ters of Samaria.” 

According to the general method of conferring this Order, it 
requires two or three Masons, (Royal Arch,) and a* many ladies 
already the recipients of it, as can Conveniently be assembled. A 
private house is more suitable for the cererfiohy than a Lodge- 
room. At least one of the Brother* shonld be highly expert in 
giving the necessary instructions, and, in fact, taking t^e general 
charge of the proceedings. For want of this, it is often badly 
mutilated and its principal interest lost. 

The passages of Scripture necessary to it are Luke x, 30th to 
3Yth verses inclusive; other quotations may be made at pleasure. 
Considerable preparations are necessary, but we can not specify 
them here. 

The “medal” or signet of the Good Samaritan is usually of a 
circular form, though an oval or shield is equally proper, Laving 
around Its rim these letters : EFI W S T O'L Eight curved 
lines are drawn from alternate letters on the rim, along which are 
the following sets of letters, including those above given : L T T 
NjONAOS; TIMITW; SI1TC; WIICN;IT 
MTSAIWGIU; FWNOLITSD; ELAT L. In 
the centre $f the medal are the letters S G. 

The true merit of this Order of Adoptive Masonry consists in 
the excellent impression its ceremonial rarely fails to make upon 
the mind of the recipient. It is defective in its means of recog- 
nition, and has no history on which to found a lecture*; but for 
reasons already mentioned, it is highly prized by many of its re* 
cipients aad much sought after by those who are entitled to. 
receive it. , 

^ . } 

HEROINE OF JERICHO. } 

* This degree ef Adoptive Masonry is said to have originated 
witlr Bi*o. David Yinton, a lecturer of . considerable eminence, 
about 1815 to 1820, publisher of th e r Masonic Minstrel, a large 
and . elegantly printed volume of Masonic and mLcellaneons 
music, and the author of the well known Masonic Funeral Dirge 
JSolemn strikes the funeral ehirne. From the fact that some lec- 
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turers have attached the name of William Wallace to an incred-* 
ible legend and connected the same with this degree, some have : 
been ready to ascribe to it a date far more remote; but it seems 
to be a settled fact thatVintOu invented it. 

The degree is known in every section of the United States, 
and in considerable estimate, especially among the older mem- 
bers of Royal Arch Chapters, nearly all of whom (we refer to 
those exalted before 1880) have it. . , 

In the hands of some it is beautiful and effective. Lessons of 
vigilance; attention to the sick and imprisoned ; the inviolability 
of moral obligations ; the scriptural duty of prayer, &c., and con- 
ferred in the lectures and exemplified by the traditionary person- 
age whose name is cited therein. We have hea»*d it at the lips 
of Rev. Bro. William Leigh, a P. G. M. of Alabama, whd con- 
siderably enlarged and adorned it, and added a monitorial part 
in a little publication of his, issued in 1852, styled “Ladies’ 
Masonry ” — and all who enjoyed the opportunity united in the 
expression of our opinion, that we have rarely listened to any- 
thing more beautiful. 

Bro. J. M. Spiller, of Indiana, a lecturer of much repute, has 
acquired a high ‘reputation in the manner of his communicating 
both this and. that of the good Samaritan. 

We are not aware that there is any organization attached to 
the degree of Heroine of Jeuicho, though the means’ of recogni- 
tion are ample and more practical in their nature than any other 
except the degree of the Eastern Star. Many incidents having 
come to our knowledge in which distressed females have used 
these means to their great advantage. We have ourself been 
hailed by the distress-sign of the Heroine of Jericho, and can 
attest to its practical character, and the ease with which without 
detection it may be given in a public assembly. The lecture id 
singularly appropriate and ingenious. 

The Medal is variously made and lettered. An old one that 
we have seen is an oval figure engraved on a plate of gold about 
one inch in its transverse direction, having on one side the lady’s 
name, residence, the date of presentation and the name of the- 
donor. On the other side are these letters ir» four partitions: 
BOT; N UI I; Y I; L O, — the whole curiously iuterlooped 
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with a oo* d. The loiters ARH B are in the center, Qn some 
medals are these letters : RFTHRPN WTTBN. 

The recipients of . the Heroine of Jericho arq Royal Arch Ma- 
sons, their wives and widows. In tSoiqQ places the daughters of 
Royal Arch Masons are included, but this, we believe, is contrary 
to the original intention. Various reflations in regard to the 
number of persons to be present at conferring ^he degree, and 
mother particulars are in use, but there is little uniformity -in them. 

In fact, it is quite impossible to establish uniformity in rules 
that are merely arbitrary and do not admit of a rational explana- 
tion. , , 

The Scriptures cited during the ceremony are the 2d chapter 
of Joshua: Chap, vi, 25 of the same book, and Hebrews, xi, 31. 


fsr The English Brethren are much adicted to music, both 
at their festivals and at thdir ordinary Lodge meetings. A list 
of Masonic music, for sale in London, we see advertised as fol- 
lows : Melodia Masonica, foirt’ songs and a trio, viz : The Entered 
Apprentice; The Secret; Let Masonry from Pols to Pole; Hail, 
Mysterious Glorious Science, a trio to the tune of u Here’s a 
Health to all Good Lasses;” and Now, Brothers, Let’s with One 
Accord. Three Times Three; Have Faith in One Another; 
Tubal Cain; The Nkie Muses; The Aged Brothers; The Grey 
Head; ChaVity ; On, On, my dear Brethren; An Anthem for 
four yoioes ; The fairest Day must have its Night; Masonic 
Hyinn for four voices,; Masonic Glee; “ Unity and 'Love,” for 
four voices ; The Grand Festival Polka. 


Adam. — That the first parents of mankind were instructed by 
Almighty as to His existence and attributes, and afrer their 
fall i were further informed of the Redemption which was to be 
perfected by Christ, >and as a sign of their belief, were command- 
ed t^ofifer sacrifices to God; I fully assent to the creed of Ma- 
sonry in believing. It is also highly probable that, .fty/nholic d 
actiqns should have been instituted by them in .memory of th* ir 
penitence , reverence , sympathy , fatigue and faith , and that these 
might be transmitted to posterity . — Archdeacon Mant . 


Digitized by Google 




Masonic ■£kl>or» <*f )Dr. OUve¥. 


457 


■>;: m - ^ *. v * t 

l: il‘ ?■ * , : s, -^'V; 


Mafifonio Labors of Dr. Oliver, 

Oliver lias written ip,ore than any other mao on the subject 
of Freemasonry ; and has done much towards tlie advancement 
of the Ordej* to its present high position. The Freemasons’ Quar- 
terly Review for* becerpbei;, 1850, in a review of the “ Symbol of, 
Glory,” says: “It is with very sincere regret tlfat we find from 
the valedictory address of our venerable author which prefaces 
this volume, that its pages are the completion pf the series of ad- 
mirable works on the ‘beloved institution,’ to which he has devo- 
ted all the best energies of a vigorous intellect, the treasures of 
deep and comprehensive learning, and the broad sympathies of a 
generous and fruitful heart. In this, his modest and eAiphatic 
farewell, he gives us a brief and interesting history of his literary 
labors. i,n the service of the Craft — of the modesty which led him 
to contemplate the plan of ‘ working out,’ in a specified cycle, a 
detailed view of its comprehensive system of knowledge, human . 
and, divine- , , i , . 

, ^Theplpn was exteusiye, and the chances were that it would 
share the fate of that gigantic edifice on the plains of, Shinar, , 
which was intended to scale the heavens, and never lie com- 
pleted. But the mind of youth is elastic — hope urged me on and 
enthusiasm lent ifs powerful aid to encourage me to persevere ; 
and, with the blessing of the Great Architect of the Universe,. I 
have. now the pleasure to present you with the concluding volume 
by which the cycle is perfected and the cape-stone laid.” 

Bro. Oliver’s first work was on the early history and antiqui- 
ties of the Order and it will be remembered by many Brethren 
with, wh at ad miration it was received, and immediately took rank, 
as a standard work, as remarkable for its deep and varied research 
as for its perspicuous and lively style, and the evident* affection 
fora subject treated with so much ease and power. .His nevt 
contribution to the Maspnic library, “ The Star in the bast,” was 
to -show the absolute connection between Freemasonry apd Re- 
ligion, a triumphant reply to the ignorant and bigoted accusations 
of infidelity launched against an institution of which the precepts 
.are the very ideal of Christian morality. 

This work was followed by a volume on the Signs and Symbols 
of the Order, a forcible explanation of their bidden meanings. 
The success of this publication was so great. thift the firs$ edition' 
was sold off in a ,few months. < 

The“ History of Initiation,” (the next work published,) was a 
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complete vie\y of the entire system of religious mysteries as prac- 
ticed in every part of the idolatrous world ; and met with even a 
more rapid and wide success than the “ Signs and Symbols.” 
Thus encouraged, the author published, in successive lectures on 
I the Theocratic Philosophy of Freemasonry, a “History of Free- 
masonry from 1829 to 1840,” during which time the Order had 
flourished beyond all former precedent — not a little, we cppscien- 
tiously believe, due to the attention excited by this striking series 
of Mason classics ; and, after no long interval, his great work, 
“The Historical Landmarks of the Order,” a work of immense- 
erudition and of very comprehensive design. During this time 
our author found .time to write some powerful apologetic and con- 
troversial pamphlets, in refutation of erroneous and hostile state- 
ments* a series of letters on the “Johannite Masonry,” on the 
“Origin of the Royal Arch,” “A Book of the Lodge,” an indis- 
pensable Manual to a Mason desirous of learning the science— to 
edit, witji annotations and illustrations, the “Golden Remains of 
i the Early Masonic Writers,” and to be a constant and regular 
correspondent to “The Freemasons’ Quarterly Review.” His, 
contributions to the Review, if collected together, wonld proba- 
bly make some four or live good 8vo. volumes. His grand work, 
•and the one by which he will be the best and longest known, is 
“ The Historical Landmarks,” etc. This is indeed a very valu- 
able Masonic practical work of great benefit to the Craft. The 
Doctor, ip all his works, is a strenuous advocate for the Christian 
origin and tendency of the Institution, and boldly repudiates the 
opinion that the forms and ceremonies of initiation have been 
derived from any of the heathen initiations; on the contrary, 
maintains that Masonry is the original, the pure system, and that 
all the other initiations are spurious. His pamphlet on the “ ori- 
gin of the Royal Arch Degree,” is also a valuable work. 

His notes and introductory remarks to the numerous Masonic 
works edited by him, add much to their original interest. The 
Doctor, in speaking of the motives which induced him to become 
a Masonic, author, says : “ These labors have not been actuated 
by motives of a pecuniary nature, for I have derived very little 
profit from my Masonic publications; and my chief reward has 
been in the kindness and attention which I have received fVom 
the Fraternity at large.-— E. T. Carson. 


It is the same with Masonry as with other affairs ; its law; of 
progress is variable, now up, now down ; and we should look 
upon its heavy or unfortunate periods of its history not as failures 
but as a deeper sinking of the wave in readiness for a higher* 
•well. Masonry is advancing in the great as well as in the' small* 
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y v\ - The Secretary. 

Some4en years since, being requested, we prepared a synapsis 
of the duties of Secretary which, as “ten years are a generation 
in l*faflonry,” will perhaps be acceptable now as then : 

Few things, if any, conduce more to i the welfare of Lodges : 
than the. selection of a good Secretary. .The Lodge that has , 
been fortunate in securing the servioes of such, and retaining him 
a term of years in office, until he becomes perfectly familiarised 
with the state of the finances and the general situation of his 
.membership, finds its pecuniary interests advanced, its facilities 
for, doing good work gjfeatly increased, its position before the 
Grand Lodge, elevated, and its general machinery perfected. 
Happy ip the Lodge that is in such a condition l happy the broth- 
erhood that can. appreciate talent, experience and fidelity in the 
person of their Secretary. 

. On the contrary, frequent changes in the Secretariat, induce a 
loose and careless method of business, throw a shadow of uncer- 
tainty pver the !ecords, render the pecuniary affairs of the Lodge 
complicated, retard collections, and embarrass the machinery as- 
aforesaid. * . 

The office of Secretary is not an ancient one, the duties of that- 
official, previous to 1722, having been performed by the Wardens., 
In the “ Old Regulation,” approved and confirmed at Stationers’ 
Hall, 1721, we find the following: “Art. JIL The Master of each 
particular Lodge, or one of the War lens, or some other Brother,/ 
by appointment of the Master, shall keep a book containing their 
By-Laws, the names of their members, and a list of all Lodges in 
town, with the usual times and places of their forming; and also 
all the transactions of their own Lodge that are proper to be , 
written.” In 'Art. XIII occurs this sentence: “ The Secretary 
shall be a member of the Gy. Lodge by virtue # of his office, and 
shall vote in everything except in choosing Grand Officers. The 
Grand Master or Deputy has authority always to command the 
Treasurer and Secretary to attend to him with their clerks and 
books, in order to see how matters go on; and to know what, is 
expedient to be done upon any emergency.” The same Article 
provides: “There shall be a book kept by. the Grand Master or 
Deputy, ot* rather by Spme Brother appointed Secretary ©f the 
Grftnd Lodge, wherein shall be recorded all the Lodges with the 
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usual times and places of their forming, and the names of all the 
members of each Lodges ; also all the affairs of the Grand Lodge 
1 that are proper to be written.” / 

The qualifications of the Secretary are, that he should be an 
expert scribe, an experienced accountant, familiar with the forms 
of Masonic documents, and with: the usages of Masonry in gene- 
ral, as well as those of his own Lodge ; thoroughly acquainted 
with ihe Constitution of the Grand Lodge and the By-Laws of 
his ofwn Lodge, and, withal, a bold collector. Gfeat experience, 
added to respectable natural ability, is requisite t»o form the char- 
acter of a good Secretary. 

With these essential qualifications must be found perfect fidel- 
ity^ rigid exactness in the performance of every duty, however 
arduous or unpleasant, and punctual attendance upon the Com- 
munications,' whether stated or called, of the Lodge. Good wages 
are the due of such service, nor will a Lodge find its interest in 
dealing parsimoniously with its Secretary. The Secretary’s al- 
lowance per meeting in our best American Lodges is one dollar 
— burthis covers all the occasional service, such as drafting of 
evidence in trials, making out Grand Lodge Reports, copying ev- 
idence, etc., or appeals, issuing summonses by order of the Mas- 
ter, collecting dues from the members, etc., etc.,* etc., arid it is 
certainly low enough for the amount of work required. r 

The- Secretary must have a secure desk, with lock and key, an 
ample Supply of tftationery, hot only for his own use but for the 
use of the members in drafting their resolutions, motions, etc., 
which must be m writing ; strong, well-bound blank books, both 
for recbrd and dues book ; a seal and press ; a supply of printed 
or ^ugraved Diplomas and Derrfits, and other conveniences. His 
jewel is the cross-pens. 

The Secretary is usually considered, ex officio, the custodian of 
the Lodge library. This embraces the various volumes of the 
Grand Lodge proceedings, together with such other books as may 
be purchased for or presented to the Lodge, from time to time. 
He is specially responsible that the Grand Lodge proceedings be 
not loaned out or lost, as too often ocours, and Will find it conve- 
nient to bind them in durable covers. In his keeping, likewise, 
u the printed store of* By-laws of the Lodge, and all the other 
documents, written or printed, the Charter excepted, that are its 
property. Th^ Charter, which is directly in the custody of tke 
Master, is’ often appropriately entrusted to the Secretary by that 
official, with instructions in his (the Master’s) absence t6 deliver 
it to the presiding Warden, or in the event of the absence of both 
Wardens, then to the oldest Past Master of that particular lodge 
present, and to none other. If the Secretary is to be absent at 
any meeting, he should deliver his key to the Master. The Char- 
ter should not be framed, but preserved in a box, which may be 
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Ihe Vaults Mount Moriah. 

readily carried about without danger of wear or loss. The jewels 
and other valuables of the Lodge, which ate likewise in the 
Master’s charge, may be, and usually are entrusted to the Secre- 
tary’s keeping with proper instructions. ‘ •' 

"The duties of the Secretary are succinctly expressed in the 
following pxtract from the Monitor of Webb, “ To observe the * 
Worshmful Master’s will and pleasure ; to record the‘proceedings 
of the Lodge; to receive all moneys and pay them into the hands 
of -the Treasurer.” This form is so concise and clear that it is 
'ttsfed in many of the best Lodges as the Secretary’s response^ 



The Vanlt* Beneath Mount Moriah, ■ 
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| AiXUPBD TO IN.THE D2EGKEB OF SELECT MA&TSlt.] 



Ever since the publication of Dr. Robinson’s work, a/ .great deal 
of interest has been felt ip regard to the vaults ben eat l the site 
of the temple, anfl the remains of Ancient Masonry at the base 
of the walls around its area, the existence of which be was the 
first to make generally known.. Dr. Wilson has added no new 
information on this subject; but having carefully- examined the 
localities, he is decidedly of opinion that the remains of the arch 
which still exist on the western wall of the temple -enclosure, be- 
long to the bridge of the Xystus, noticed by Joseph u* as existing 
at'the siege of £ompey, prior to the days of Herod. ; And if this 
be the case, it seems to follow that t,hey are actually .the, remains 
of tb&t ascent to the temple constructed by Solomon, which- ex- 
cited so, much astonishment in the mind of the Queen, of Sheba. 
If 'has indeed been doubted whether the arch was used by archi- 
tects at so early a period ; but the late discoveries at Nineveh 
Lave disposed ot this — the only objection which can reasonably 
be made to the hypothesis. It still, however, remains a matter 
of question whether the vaults, underneath the southern part of 
the area, visited by Mr. Catherwood, and of which Dr. Robinson 
has given a plan furnished by that gentleman* were tbo waftk. of 
the emperor Justinian in building the , ohurch : now called the 
mosque El-Aksa, or whether they are part of th$ structures of 
Herod. After* a careful consideration of the arguments, we: are 
inclined to hold that they date from the time, of Ilerod, and were 
probably only repaired by Justinian. A fuller examination of 
them would, however, be necessary in order to give a confident 
j opinion on the subject : - * , • 
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The Altar, 


It has often appeared to us, when visiting lodges in. different 
parts of' the country, that little or po attention had been .paid- to 
the beautiful symbolism of the altar; that even when pains had 
been taken to secure one out of the usual style, and sometimes at 
great expense, the true ideal had been overlooked. Of all the 
paraphernalia of our institution, the altar is the most important, 
and comes to ns like the book of the law, opened upon it, from 
remote - antiquity. Around it cluster the memories of all nations 
and all systems of worship, from the Egyptians to the present 
day. In the earlier systems of religious worship, the altar was 
made of stone. The symbolic meaning of stone varied accord - 
* ing-io circumstances. Its general signification was that of a firm 
•and stable foundation, as seen in the Scriptures. Among the 
Hebrews it was the symbol of faith and truth (see book of 
Joshua, chaps iv and viii.) In the IJible, precious stones have 
particularly the signification of truth. The Revelations of St. 
John furnish numerous examples. In the hieroglyphic language 
of Egypt, precious stones have the signification of hard stones of 
truth ; but both among Hebrews and Egyptians, stones had a 
farther signification in direct opposition to the one just given, of 
error and impiety, which was expressed by heu?n stone, which on 
the monuments always accompanied the name of Seth or Typhon, 
the principle of evil and error in Egyptian Theogony, while in 
the Hebrew language, one of the names of stone signifies Satan 
or an adversary, an enemy. The distinction between truth and 
fcrror was made by the quality of the stone, the hard stene signi- 
fying truth, while error was symbolized by the soft gtone that 
may be hewn. Thus in Exodus we are told, “ If thou wilt make 
me an altar thou shalt not make it of hewn stone; if thou lift the 
chisel Upon it thou hast polluted it.” x\nd again in Joshua : 
“Then Joshua built an altar nnto f the Lord God of Israel in 
Mount Etal ; as Moses commanded the children of Israel, as it is 
written in the book of the law of Moses, an altar of whole stones 
over which no man hath lifted up any iron.” In the Druidical 
remains, the stones are rough, whole or unhewn, and doubtless 
had among them the signification given in the Scriptures. So it 
appears to ns that the Masonic altar, to preserve its ancient sig- 
nificance, should be of hard, unhewn stone. . We shall of course 
be reminded of the altar directed to be made of wood covered 
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with brass,, and having horns at the corners, likewise overlaid 
with brass And having* staves fi?f its reipoyal from place to place. 
But we understand that to have been specially constructed for 
the purpose of burnt offerings, the herns being used for the pur- 
pose of securing the victim, or of keeping the carcass ftom fall- 
ing to the ground, and thus being polluted. Our altar, on the 
other hand, is the symbol of faith and truth, and constantly re- 
minds bs of the solemn duties we have undertaken ; of that faith 
c ih the Grbat Architect, which is an indispensible prerequisite to 
*&dmisfcibh arhbng us and of that tiuth which ought to distinguish 
while in the lodge and accompany us abroad in the world — a 
faith f uhdirafried by creeds or sects, a truth firm and immoveable 
6a the rock of ages. — JV. Y Dispatch. 



Cosmopolitan Library, 


It may be recollected that an association has been formed in 
this city for the purpose of securing by purchase the Masonic 
library and collection* of Bro. Rob Morris, and holding them as 
trustees in behalf of the purchasers. That part of the undertak- 
ing, we are happy to say, has been accomplished. Brethren in 
various parts of the country, but especially members of lodges 
in the great State of New York, have given with a freehanded 
liberality, and thus secured to their State the custody of this 
library, around which may, in time, be gathered a collection un- 
surpassed and, perhaps, unequaled in the world. It now remains 
witn the brethren to say what shall be done with it — whether it 
shall be packed up in “dry goods boxes” and placed in some 
loft till the Hall is built, and a room in it set apart for a library, 
or whether they will provide a suitable room for its safe keeping 
and exhibition, which could also be made a reading-room and 
place where visiting brethren could obtain the information they 
so often stand in need of when sojourning in the modern Babel. 
A very trifling sum per annum would cover all the expenses, and 
enable the librarian to add to the collection as opportunity served, 
besides giving to New Tfork the credit of possessing a public 
library and reading-room devoted to Masonry and Masons. If 
every brother under whose eye these lines may fall will do his 
share of the work, the library will be a fixed institution and a 
tangible monument of oqr progress ; and it is for the metropoli- 
tan lodges to say whether they will do this, or suffer it to be 
boxed up and put away. — N. Y. Dispatch. .a.- 
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/-• | Incident' in the Life of Wh^hirigtoh. j( :i ’ :; 'C 

During. t)ie latter part of th« AmericAi) Revolution, ^ tnercan- 
tile house was established at the instance of Doctor Benjamin 
Franklin, (who was a freemason r and, Ma^er of the; first Lo ( dge 
, ever held in ; Pennsylvania,) in the city of Nantz> l?y 
Watson, w 1*0 associated himself with a French o^n : by the nau^ie 
of Cassoul t The object of the house was, to recejye tfye consign- 
ment of aU the American vessels that escaped thq Englishtcruie- 
ers, and di^pppe of the Cargoes of Jobaccp, etc., and rfltprn 
French fabrics, cotton, silk, etc,* bfit more particularly to furpi$h 
supplies of arms and ammunition to the continental service. At 
that lime Washington was known as a distinguished member of 
' the Masonic Fraternity in Virginia. Messrs. Watson & Cassoul, 
(the firm before mentioned,) carried a magnificent set of Masonic 
ornaments to be embroidered by the nuns at an adjacent convent, 
who excelled in their execution of gold an^, silver tissue, and sent 
the same with a letter of thanks' to Washington for his glorious 
efforts in the cause of independence, and noble sacrifice of his 
- own preferment, to the welfare of his country. The following ia 
his reply : ' ' » i ' 

u Gentleman — T he Masonic ornament# which) accompanied 
your brotherly address of the 23d of January last, though ele- 
gant in themselves, were rendered more valuable by ; the flatter- 
ing sentiments and affectionate manner in which they were 
presented. If. my endeavors to arrest the .evil With which the 
country was threatened by a deliberate plan of tyranny, should 
he crowned with the. success that is wished, thq, praise is duo to 
the Grand Architect of the Universe, whojdid not see fit toisufier 
His superstructure and justice, to be subjected! to the amhition 
of the Princes of .this world*, or the rod of oppression, i'n.the 
hands of any person upon earth. For yohr affectionate, vows, 
u permit me to be grateful, and offer mine tor true JBnethrm/in all 
' parts of the World, and to assure y op ; of the sincerity With* which 
X am voars, • .'*«.•» . ; </ : 

GEO. WASHINGTON. 

t Messrs/ W atso* & . OASStftjL, _ , » , 

I • , . East of Nattz. . • { j ..'-v 


I. o;. V ^ 

t l ’ . | , 

CEjtfYlris.— Tlief labors of a Freem asoir » inu&t penetrate ter the 
Centre of the earthj and his spirit inquire into; alb the operations 
of nature, and either be able satisfaotOrily/to eKpfoin or toumbly 

admire them. c .( i,..- bn . . {1 » I >/ . 
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Four Chapters in American Masonic llittori/. 


' ' * Four Chapters in American Masonic History. 

CHAPTER SECOND— 1800 to l‘82, r > 

* 

'The period now under consideration was orte of great aetivity 
in the Masonic instiuuion. New lodges and Grjnd Lodges were- 
organized in territories from which the aborigines were but just 
before expelled, and many new works were added to the cata- 
rogues of Masonic literature. 

Kentucky organized its Grand Lodge in 1800, being the first 
to become independent Yroin the 18 Colonial jurisdictions. All 
its 5 organizing lodges hailed from Virginia, and its (Constitutions, 
usages, rituals, etc., were intensely Virginian in form. This was 1 
followed in order by the organizations of Grand Lodges in Dela- 
ware (1806) ; Ohio (1809) ; District Columbia (1811) ; Louisiana 
(1812); Tennessee (ISIS); Indiana and Mississippi (1818); 
Maine (1820); Missouri and Alabama (1821) ; Illinois (1823). 
This increased the number of the American Grand Lodges from 
13 to 25. 

Masonic literature enormously increased during the quarter 
century under consideration. In 1811, the first Masonic periodi-' 
cal was attempted in this country under the title of u Freemason's. 
Magazine an 1 General Miscellany.” It was published at Phila- 
delphia, Pa., in 1811, by Lewis V. Weaver, and continued through 
£ second volume, perhafps Unger. Other periodicals were begun, 
as follows : 1818, New England Galaxy, at Boston, Mass., bad 

a Masonic department for several years. 1820* American Ma- 
sonic Register and Ladies’ and Gentlemen’s Magazine, Luther 
Pratt, New York* 1821, Masonic Miscellany, William G* Hunt, 
Lexington, Ky. 1*824, Masonic Casket, Ebenezer Chase, Enfield, 
NV H. 1 825, Masonic Register, William C. Kean, Vevay, Indiana 
and the same year, Moore Prowse, The Masonic Mirror, Boston, 
Mass. 

/The Freemason'* \ Monitor , of Thos. S. Webb, was published * 
• in a very large v number pf editions and at different placed, being 
until about the period of his death (1818) without a rival in the 
3-vou ii.-no. x. * 
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line of hand-books. In 1817, Samuel Cole published The Free- 
mason’s Library and General Ahimou Iiezon, something on the 
same plan. In 1819, James Hardin published a work, borrowing 
Webb’s title, The Freemasons Monitor ; the same year, Jeremy 
L. Cross issued the first edition of The Chart , a hand-book that 
has had even a greater run than Webb’s, but is now falling out 
of use; in 1824, Wilkins Tanuehill published The Masonic 
Manual, and in 1825, Henry Parmelee, Key to the First Chart 
of the Masonic 3Iirror . 

In 1810, a new system of Masonry was organized, which, like 
that styled The Royal Arch System , owed all its form and spirit 
to the genius of Thomas Smith Webb. We allude to the Orders 
of , Knighthood) embracing those of Knights of the Red Cross, 
Knights Templar and Knights of Malta. These, though com- 
posed by Webb some twenty years before, were only now (in 
1816) organized into a system and placed under charge of a 
national body styled the General Grand Encampment of the 
United States. The rituals being masterpieces of dramatic detail, 
titles highsoundiirg, the regalias attractive, and the covenant* 
peculiarly impressive, the whole system has taken deep root in 
this country, and now claims a jurisprudence, tactics and chari- 
ties all its own. 

In ^outli Carolina a contest raged for many years in which 
the old war-cries of “Ancients” and “Moderns’'' were still 
heard ; in 1815, a schism occurred there which was long in being 
quieted. It will be recollected that the English schism of seventy 
years standing was healed in 1813, and tlpat the progress of the 
Craft in that jurisdiction lyts ever since been steadily upward 
and onward. 

i ■ * f. -*■ 

AxfcBT. — -As everything in Freemasonry ougltf-tobe performed 
with the precision of perfect di^plme, it behooves all the officers, 
of a lodge to be, ever on the alert in the discharge of their re-/ 
spective duties, that the brethren may have continually before 
them an example of order arid regularity worthy of imitation y 
for it is only by the correct demeanor of the rulers and governors 
of the Craft, that the machinery of a lodge can be beneficially 
worked,. and its labors conducted with such effect as to product 
the blessings of peace, harmony and brotherly love. 
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EDITOlitAIi CHIT-OHAT, TIDINGS & INTELLIGENCE, 

[This department,, to wliioh we shall give, the present year, a large gpacV, 

I k made of extracts from our d;»ily cunespomlenqe, replies to quqi ius, ^nd 
brief notes otU? literary aud general character.] 

—A moving incident recently came to , our knowledge. A 
worthy brother 'died, leaving three ?, orphans. liis vife, at ini 
death, plunged into debauchery, leaving the poor crealhres.fi iend- • 
less, Save God and the’ 'Masonic Lodge. The 'FrfitctHltjf, lft spite 
of the cens urea of heartless* world lihess and threatened scantfatj 1 
took the little onerfaway from the polluted arms 6f their hihiher^ 
and, by perrniMon t>P court, engaged to rear them: v They' haW 
now been four years under this excellent care,and dr*! 4 growing 
up to be useful citizens in the world, that would, otherwise/, fiav'd 
fi/t their existence as a nuisance and a curse.. . . . . .The Masonic 

Men bringing to light v is e tsily shen by a kekri : cyed Masoii 1 
in Acts, ix, 18: 44 Immediately then* fell from his eyed, as ffidt 

had ln¥n scales, and he received sight foryiwith And arose.’*' 
Why can riot a* set of Scriptural illnsti atioiitf he selected; and ‘ar- 
ranged in proper order, for Masonic lectures? ft would* be less 

liable to error than any other plan, and certainly legal .Ixi 

accordance with the idea lust expressed, we coiild iljjust*<at? the 
whole subject of a candidate's petitioning. t the kodge tjoi} 
light, by John, xv, 1§: “Ye have not cjio^ep bttt I. hhYjt' 
choseii you, and ordjiiued you, th^t ye should gn and bring fopthi 
# fruit, and that your fruit; should ^ remain^” ; Even tljejafft 0)4413^ 
is illustrative, “That your fruit should reryaui fyr, >“ Once a: 
Mason always a Mason,” is the true law,. -The, 
phrase, “The better to observe the tinms,’’ if ^illu^rat^, 
Esther, i, 13 , “The wise men .which kno,\y f the titnptyf’ anxj f ( 
Chron., xxix, SO, “The times that went over him.”. .A 
th<Mfghtfiil,°bpt eccentric brother, drew an arialogy to us once* 
concerning our Masonic raps, which is, at least, worth considei'- 
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big. The Masonic idea is, that one rap commands silence and 
attention, two raps communicate intelligence. Now, says he, if 
you approach a deer unheard, and make one signal , as a halloo, 
etc., he stops feeding and gives himself up to attention ; the 
second sotfnd, clayey? knowledge. The point was furt^r illus- 
trated, by inference to an incident that occurred when he, in 
common with his portion of the American army, approached 
Vera Cruz; a war -vessel, within hearing, discharging cannon, 
called the most excited attention at one; gun, whiie^the second 
gun served, in some degree, to satisfy. Our analogical brother, 
from these and ether illustrations* declared the thought that King 
1 Solomon had adopted the Masonic rapping system from the na- 

% tural sy stem,* and, perhaps, he was right It is no wonder 

that the uninitiated deride the Masonic claim to mystery , when 
men can be found , among them who deride the whole doctrine of 
the Trinity ; who assert that there i^ no mysjtery in heaven above* 
nor in the earth beneath, nor in the waters under the eanh. 
What is left to be called mysterious f The greatest mystery of 

all is, that men can be such fools That amusing old dog 

Aristophanes, must certainly have been thinking of Entered Ap- 
prentices, when he describes drakes as “ wearing their aprons 
turned up !” and swallows, busily bearing mortar for architectural 

pftposes “in their bills !’ ; The ancient lectures of Masonry 

were all in rhyme — poor doggerel, it is true, and ludicrous enough, 
and yet how much easier to learn, and to remember, than that 
^rhich we have now-a-days. 

—Popular opinions long entertained and general throughout 
the world, might well be studied as the Landmarks of our’ Insti- 
tution. A® tlfere is no society save ours that is universal,* and 
rib ne whose origin is very ancient, there is, therefore, every pro- 
priety* itf referring such things (d a Masonic source, OT this 
idea Df. Oliver in hifc various works has made a suitable use. 
Soirie of these popular opinions are that the right arm is the 
itforiger, the left side thb weaker, etc., and the reflection of every 
ifcalder will suggest many other of the same sort. 

--The greatest misfortune of all, is not to be able to bear mis- 
fortune. • 
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T-^Many of our readers at Memphis, Ttnii., and ia the art iny, 
Yould like to, see the following lines in the Voice , as we sang think 
together in September, 1? 63 : 

•HIE FRIENDS 80 DEAR. 


BY KOB MORRIS, I.I.. D. 

Air: — When this Cruel War it Over. 

Sweetly rise the faithful praises 
From our friends so dear, 

M«ny a loving spirit raises 

Prayer that Gpd may hear — / 

Prayer for us, in distant armies, 

Hopeful, earnest prayer ; 

Eve and morning breezes briijg^them 
From the Friends so deer! 

Chorus — ^Floating, floating southward, 

Angel pinions bear ; . , , 

Oil *hat God may hear and answer 
Praying, praying friends so dct»r! 

One, we call her “ dearest Mother,” 

When the day goes down. 

Kneels and yearbs to have a blessing, 

For her absent son ; 

Ah, that gray-haired loving mother, 

And the father near,' 

/ By the sweet, domes ic altpr, 

Friends revered an 1 dear ! _ 

Chorus. — Floating, floating southward, Ac. 

One, beside the little cradle 
Where our darling lies. 

Breathes the 1 »ved namO of its father, 

Tears within her ey 8 ; - 

One, the tender and beloved, 

Maiden food and fair. 

Whispers soft y of her lover — 

AIl, the Friends sq dear ! 

Chorus — Floating, floating southward, &o. t 

Sister, drooping sad and lonely, 

Brother far away, ; 

In yon home so fair and sunny, 

t For your solder pray ; % J 

Hard hi? lot. oh hard and painful, ,s 

1 Dreary drag^ the ye*ar ; 1 

- , Move -for him the love of Heaven, i j • ^ 

Cherished Friends so dear 1 v 

Ch6eC 8— Floating, floating southward, &c. 
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i — Of a r ll un masonic thing*, blanks for toiftlfc and printed reso- 
kttidAs ni suspension*, expulsion*, etc., are the most cold-blooded 
and cruel. They remind us of an open jail door* with the key 
in the lock, and the jailor looking out abroad, anxiously, for an 
occupant, j. . . .As a Mot to ihosfc officers who from a mistaken 
•ease of modesty or negligence, fail to open and close their 
Lodges, etc., with prayer, \vC woiihf quote Psalm, cxiii, 3 : “From 
the rising of the sun, unto the going down of the same, the Lord’s 

name is to be praised.” Too much is said about the “rights” 

•of the Worshipful Master, his “ privileges,” e.tc., /The W. M. 
has no “rights,” no “privileges” beyond those ot the weakest 
member. All Masons have, privileges to, c.qiXNTK.Ki*A lance their 
stipulated duties. The W. M. has duties responsibilitie s, labors, 
etc., peculiar to his office, «md which he e;pi not, without violat- 
ing a great duty, neglect. Amongst these, is the duty of govern- 
ing his Lodge with the strong hand, the skillful eye, and the ready 
gavel of King Solomon* Ilis duties are his privileges and vice 
versa. 

Ecclesiastes. — This is another of the mapy writings of King 
Solomon, of which so few are preserved. u Jt* great subject is 
happiness , its object being to correct one, of tliy most common 
and fatal delusions, that of supposing the- things of this worl 1 to 
be sufficient for our happiness and pursdTng ith'em as ou»- chief 
good, and also to direct us. to true happiness. It espeeiall in- 
atructs us that knowledge is not our highest happiness, but that 
another end is appointed to direct purt, lives to, gu end which the 
most knowing may f .il of and the most ignorant arrive at — and 
tjie author sums up the purpose of the whole, book in lhe>e re- 
markable words: “Let 11 s hear the conclusion of the whole 
matter: Fear God and keep, his conimandrrients : for this is the 
whole duty of man.” 

— An Almanac may seem a little thing, hut see how much 
valtujjble Masonic information is compressed in the 64 pages of 
the issue of 1865 ! Imagine a man looking put and gatheungup 
all these items! It has beendi liftMime wbtk to me, to glean so 
many facts £8, aye offered here for an iusigmtiean^ price. 
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Avert Al^yn.— Allyn wap a ft, ton e-cutter by trade, apd a very 
dissipated man. Some years after the publication of his boot 
he went to Cincinnati, Ohio, where he led a miserable life, ana 
lived in, the greatest Avant, a constant prey to remorse of con- 
science for his course in the Anti-uigsonio, war. During his. last 
illness he was assisted by the Masons whom* he had so vilely 
slandered,' and When he died, they burled him, as I have been 
credibly informed. ^ 

Dr. Oliver says of him: “He not only renounced biitdd* 
nounced Freemasonry, aiid by that means levied contributions 
very freely on the public. He became an itinerant, leoturer 
against the Order. He spent many months in delivering lectures 
before crowded audiences in New York^ Connecticut, Bhod|S 
Island, Massachusetts, and in Philadelphia. In the course of 
these lectures* as he boasts,- he made powerful demonstration^ in 
the Masonic corps. .Thousands in consequence seceded fromjhe 
Order, and his pecuniary emoluments were pmporticgiably great.' 
The bare-faced imposition was at length detected and lie was 
pelted off the stage in d i sg ra c e. — Historical Landmarks, vol. 1^ 
page 15- * 

/ ' 

Acta Latomorum.— “ A Chronological history of Freemasonry 
throughout the world, containing the most remarkable facts on 
the Institution from the most remote period down to 1814; tbs 
succession of Grand Masters; a nomenclature pf the secret rites, 
grades, sects and coteries throughout the world ; a Bibliography 
of the principal works published on the >istoryof the Order 
sinpe 1723, with a supplement, in which will be found the Statutes 
of the civil Order, instituted by Charles tke XIII, King of Swe- 
den, ir^ favor of the Freemasons; an unpublished correspondence 
of Cagliostro;. the edicts rendered against the association by 
nupiy of the sovereigns of Europe, and a great number of pieces 
on the ancient and modern history of Freemasonry,” etc., etc* 
The author of this .work was C. A. Shory, author of the “ IJis- 
toire de la Fondation du Grand Orient de France.”’ 

— The following is as good a synopsis of Masonic charity as 
anything we ha v£ seen f r 3 * 

v We help the poor in time of need. 

•• ; » ffhe nakeri clothe, the hungry feed,—- 
*Tis our foun^af 190 -stone : 

. 1 ' We build upon the noblest plan, 

for Friendship rivets man to man, 

And makes us all as one. 


I 
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— Paul, than whom there is no model of a pattern-Mason more 
elaborately finished, thus exhorts his Ephesian brethren as we, in 
his words, do our Masonic ones : “ Let all bitterness, and wra*h, 
and anger, and clamor, and evil-speaking be put away from you, 
with all malice; and be ye kind to one another, tender-hearted, 
forgiving one another, even as God, for Christ’s sake, hath for- 
given you.” Can any one contemplate such counsel as this with 
a £ ry eye ? 

A Card From Bro. Rob Morris, LL. D.—Bro. Morris offera 
his services through the coming year to lodges, lyceums, etc., to 
•deliver Addresses, eithfer public or private, upon all themes proper 
to Fr ‘emasonry, except those relating to the Work or Rituals* 
which Grande Lodges reserve to themselves. Addresses upon 
Masonift History, the influence of Masonry during the pending * 
strife, the Chronology and Biography of Masonry, etc., etc., come 
within the purview of this notice ; also, Odes, Poems, etc. 

Bro. Morris will also compile, revise or prepare works for pub- 
ishers, revise manuscripts, and 'do such other literary labors con- 
nected with the theme to which so mufeh of his life has been 
devoted, as may be entrusted to him. He has several unpublished 
works oif hand to Which the attention of publishers is respect- 
fully called. Address him at No. 545 Broadway, New York. 

\ 

-^-We Qbserved in a recent publication an extract to the effect 
that Napoleon was a Mason, having been initiated at Malta, when 
he was on his Egyptian expedition, and that in 1607 he visited a 
Paris lodge incognito, remaining nearly an hour without being 
recognized. Tbe original article was contained, we think, in the 
Foreign Quarterly (Masonic). We refer to it only to point out 
the exceeding absurdity of the supposition that any man could 
visit a Masonic lodge incognito y and to mark positively the his- 
torical errors as to Napoleon’s initiation. Rev. Jjjr. Lehqapnow- 
ski, now a resident of Indiana, but for thirty years an officer in, 
Napoleon’s service, personally assured us that he saw that distin- 
guished individual initiated in Paris, while he was First ConsuL 
This of course settles the question. 
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. — A practice bat sprung up in this village of decorating every- 
thing with Masonic emblems. I observed three men on the street 
this morfiing with a large square and compass breast-pin, glitter- 
ing in all the glories of Corinthian brass, up.on their shirt-bosoms 
thereby emulating the brass which they must have had on their 
faces — for not one of them is a Mason, neither, indeed, can be £ 
Our tavern, kept by a sot , Ji a« a conspicuous five-pointed star on 
the sign, and many is the traveling Brother who, at the close of a 
hot summer day, has been deluded by that sign and taken in at 
that tavern. Is this right? Is not this inveigling people under 
false pretences? Give us some light here. 

It is both unfair and dishonest. The man who wears a Masonic 
emblem upon his person, says, in effect, that he is a Mason, and if 
he is not, he tells a falsehood. The tavern-keeper who surrepti- > 
tiously appropriates one of our symbols for his sign-board, com- 
mits the basest species of hypocrisy for petty gain, and ought to- 
be discountenanced by a moral community for the, act. We are 
aware that some tavern-keepers come into possession of theif - 
houses after the signs have been painted — in such cases it is as 
much a falsehood to retain the emblem as it would have been to 
put it there clandestine. ly at first. We have seen a good deal of 
this in our - travels, and have sometimes been astonished at the 
Brethren for their u suffering, virtue aud patience” in the matter.^ 
They do not consider that if they allow it to pass unrebuked, they 
leave the trap open for the unwary to fall therein. If, for instance, 
the tavern-keeper is allowed to retain the emblem to which he it 
* not entitled, this house is a srtare to the unsuspecting traveler who; 
if injured by his stay, (as he would be very likely*to be, seeing 
.that the landlord, who thus sails under a false flag, would be likely 
to prove himself a pirate!) how justly lie may blame the Frater- 
nity for his loss! But you will enquire, how can we prevent it? 
There is po law to prohibit the use of Masonic emblems to any- 
body ! True ; and. so we let the Odd Fellows borrow part of them 
and the Sons of Temperance another part, and, by our silence, 
we seem to acquiesce in the injustice. If only our Brethren would 
speak out their objections, these things would be noticed by tha 
public; and popular sentiment, which in the main is hwnorabte 
and just, would cure the evil. L»?t us speak. 'We are strong 
enough, we ought to be bold enough ; we have truth and justice 
on our side — let us show up th** injustice of the thing to the world 
and our word for it, it will be remedied. 
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' f — Ob! Blest be that spirit of brotherly love 

- * Which binds us together in peace and affection ; 

Ajid wh< ft the last trump, shall htv« fcoutid^d abort? v 
May the arm, of Omnipotence give us protection. • 

Be the plumb-line our guid^, 

By the square wGll be tried, 

And if worthy shnll sit at our Grand Master’s side; . t 

tfhen that wh ch was 1 ■ 8t we shnll once more regain ' 1 

* 'And tf 14 word shall shine f rth in its Id ler again. 

— R. W. William Page, Deputy Grand Maxtor of the Grand 
Lodiie of the District, of Columbia, in 1851, W/is lecturing to the 
fraternity'! n the Lodge-room in Alexandria, on May 11th, 1851, 
when he suddenly fell arid expired. ‘V- 

— Tf yop would shun regret and care. 

Be sure to act upon the Square. * r 

None live so ca mly, tree from evil 
v As those who walk upon the Level' 

t Erect, with eyes upon k> is home," * ' 

The Alason s ands upon the Plumb. 

— “The object of all ambition should be to be happy at home. 
If we are not hhppy there we can not be happy elsewhere. # It id 
the best proof of a united family to see a happy fireside.” These 
remarks apply well to our connection wiih the Lodge. If We do 
not enjoy our Masonry there we shall not enjoy it anywhere. It 
is the best proof of a united fraternity to sec a happy Lodge. 
Reader, are you connected with a htppy Lodge? A demitted 
Mason has no home: how can he enjoy Masonry? He. is but a* 
houseless wanderer in the fraternity, without a slake, without a 
Masonic .name. Let such affiliate as soon as phssible. 

— On Eastward we travel in search of more light , 
v Till Death the destroyer shall darken ouf oght; 

We’ll rest then in darkness and wm for the sound ’’ • 

Of the Arch angels trumpet to rise from the ground. 

— If one strike an organ without skill, it produces the harshest 
of notes. In Masonry, we must learn the succession of notes 
first, then •their combination ; first melody, then harmdny ; first 
the. degrees separately, then connectedly. 

— Have we a right to take up as a candidate, a man who has 
been a member of a clandestine Lbdge? ^ 

If he was ihveigled ignorantly into* the clandestine Lodge §md 
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withdrew wheh he (Uncovered his mistake-;— it*, furthermore, he 
clearly expresses his abhorrence, of the deceit practiced upon him 
and evinces th(bt a disposition^ acquire genuine Masonry from 
proper motives, you certainly possess the right to take him up. 
But, if he went into the clandestine body with his eyes open, 

©oW only desires to be*healed from motives of curiosity, he ought 
to be rejected with contempt. • 

v ‘ ! 

— rCan we receive the petition of a man a few days under age? 

We see no objection to it. It i« often done. Young men who 
have waited anxiously foi their majority that they may becpme 
Masons, petition even a month before the lorfg-desired day, and 
the petition is received. But the committee could not make a 
favorable report until after that day had passed. We should love 
to seomir s« in» thus eager in their Masonic desires, and *ould 
cheerfully second it in any good young man. '' 

— ts a Lodge legally constituted without the letter G suspend- 
ed in the East ? . 

A Lodge might Vvork^ and some Lodges do work without the 
letter G or anything else that is calculated to facilitate labor or 
lecture. We have been in many a Lodge that has worked for 
ten years without ever spending as many dollars for Masonic fin*, 
ill tu re — atid yet they have the conscience to charge a* much for 
the Degrees and a$ boldly to claim Masonic privileges as those 
that have spent a thousand. To say that a Lodge can not work 
without a letter G is more than we would venture upon, seeing 
that men make out with any shift; but we boldly affirm that 
it is impossible to do good work without it. The emblem i» so 
easily made ami suspended that we wonder at tile apathy which 
prevails on the subject. Let every reader inquire the use of the 
letter G in a Lodge, and the inimitable moral application of it, 
apd then, if ^there is nope suspended in'his Lodge, let him take a 
hit 'f wood or metal and cut one out forthwith. , See ■Dr: OliverV 
beautiful ideas upon this symbol. Were it lawful, we could .relate 
many an interesting incjid^iU concerning the application of this 
emblem in our experience of Masonry — urqjook upon it, in fact, 
as tin- most important piece of furniture that, a Lodge can -J)® pb®~ 

•esaed pf, except that indispensable on,e- — the Bible, 

* 

■ .. >. ■’ r o' i 
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» — You ^»k pur opinion of the following, from the New York 
Constitutions : { 

Article 10. We deem the establishment of a General Grand 
Lodge inexpedient. 1. Because a majority of the Grand Lodge# 
are not agreed in it. 2. Because ot* the difficulty of agreeing 
jipon its constitutional powers. 3. Because^ from recent evidence, 
it seems probable that most, if not all the objects for which it 
would he established, can be as well or better accomplished with- 
out it. 4. Because the General Grand Bodies now in existence, 
have not fulfilled the expectations of the Fraternity. 5. Because 
the erection of such a body would necessarily occasion a* heavy 
expense. 6. Because it would necessarily render the State Grand 
Lodges subordinate instead of independent bodies. 7. Because 
its decisions would, in most cases, he made by a few individuals^ 
and would not carry with them the weight desirable, and’might 
often be disregarded. 

We look upon the project of a 'Nipreme Grand Lodge in any 
form as an exploded idea. From our own observation of the 
Grand Lodges in various parts of the United States, we would as 
•oon expect to see the American States resign their several forint 
of government and merge into a central government, as to wit- 
ness the formation of a General Grand L >dge. The seven reas- 
ons above given will stand in the face of all future attempts at 
centralization. It is odd to us that the writers who are so strong 
against division of Grand Lodges, do not see that the same argu- 
ments they use apply against erecting General Grand Bodies. Wfr 
believe that Masonry would be the better if all our General Grapd* 
were dissolved. , 

— “ Give me the liberty to know, to think, to believe, and to* 
Otter freely, according to conscience, dbove all liberties.” Tbis- 
was the desire of a noble republican, John Milton; and he ex- 
pressed the aspiration #f every man who desires to be led through 
the knowledge of truth to the performance of duty. 

— Every officer of a Lodge should memorize liis respective por- 
tion. All the monitorial passages — -which in the Master’s and 
Senior Deacon’s parts are lengthy — should be committed to mem- 
ory. No officer should use a book only so long as he is engaged 
in learning his part, and (‘very admonition tP the candidate should 
come with all the impressiveness of an extemporaneous exhorta- 
tion. No brother is a fit occupant of any office who wiM ttottake* 
the trouble to memorize his portion. 
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— That true oM Mason, bur long-tried friend and patron, Bro. 
Thomas Posey, of Goryden, 1 Indiana, who died 'March 10th, 1864, 
found a worthy biographer in Bro. T. R. Austin* LL. D., who 
•ays of him, in his Grand Lodge report: “Thomas Posey, Grand 
Senior Warden of this Grand Lodge in 1810, the first Msisori 
made in what is now the State of Indiana, and since that period 
one of the most punctual attendants on his Lodge meetings, and 
who in his life continually exhibited a brighfTxample of Masonic 
virtues, has been called to the Celestial Lodge above. Fourteen 
orphan children, reared, educated and started in the world by 
him, attest that he understood and practiced the tenets of our 
Order. A consistent Mason, a loving friend, a most estimable 
man, and a faithful follower of Christ, he has gone to his reward.” 

— As the world of matter is but the outer covering, — the cas- 
ket of the world of intellect, — so is the Physical Masonry but the 
outer covering of Moral Masonry. The pearl lies within the 
casket — the precious meat within the shell; so does Moral Ma- 
sonry lie within the ceremonies which reach only the eye and 
come in com act with the senses. Moral Masonry speaks to the 
heart. It has a language independent of alj the languages of the 
earth, which lhay be understood by Hindoo and Moor, by the 
Persian ani Turk, by African and American, by the Tartar and 
European alike. It is the great symbolic tongue, whose words I 
may not r&peat sav^in the honor-guarded Lodge. 

— The By laws of a Lodge should often be read and expounded 
to the members, and their meaning clearly conveyed by the Mas- 
ter. They ought not frequently to be changed. Better bear with 
them, even if in some degree imperfect, than to mutilate them by 
alterations. Better adopt a new set, than to alter the *old one 
materially. 

— flow eloquent was the plea of “ the Man after God’s own 
heart” when he prayed, “ Oh, Thou, my God, save Thy servant 
that trusteth in Thee!” Thus we may safely say to every one 
who declares that his trust is in God: “Rise then and go your 
way in safety! for God will save His Servant that puts his trust 
in H m .” 
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—The fallowing line* were written to illustrate the same case 
as that you describe. The Grand Lodge of Indiana at its last 
tension, appropriated One 7’Aot/5tm^ towards the Sani- 

tary Coipmis^iou,, whose business it is it o relieve these objects of 
distress; 

; COMIN^ HOME TO DIE. 

.[Written Upon^l^n easin g fjie return of some wouade'd and sick soldiers « 
coming to receirl thd^fcpatfcUs" *4, their friends ere resting in soldiers' 
gr*T*,.] •' 

The war-worn Boldier leaves 

The <Timp wfiere comrades lie : • ' 

:A!ts, his cheeks, bow deathly paler- 
Alas, his limbs, they bend and fail ! lti * 

Hs'8«coiiing Honr to i>i* ! 

The last r&i too yet lingers oh his ear, 

The last command the dying brave shall hear. 

The heavy, mournful look— , . , , t 

The melancholy eye: 

t ‘ He’# thinking of l»is eotnrades how, , ’n-. v * > ro 

, Win* went wii h. h m n ,vear ayo ; * -/ 

Who went with him t> d e ! 

Their j >yf*i shouts yet linger dtl hi 4 * Wat*, . 

Their songs and reveling, « be s^epip to f iiear. , 

i Meet hi^n wirh cheering words — ^ 

Han .d* ful • of ’sympathy : , \ 

Throw wide your d<>ors in welcoming ; 

Let ‘ woman’s j.ovk her’ grace* fling * 

Around him err he die : 

1 * He di 1 s for wom.n's li ve and woman’s faith! * . . ' 

Her honbr lives in that brave patri<0’s death. 

% ' 1 

Now go with trumpe's forth — 

. L«‘ drum and fi e reply: ' 

Join, oh ye patriot*, round the grave,* 

Of him, i lie t onerous and* the brave, 

Who homeward came to die! 

The la^t ,t;at o * has beat upon .his ear, . ; } 

The last command the fallen brave shall hea r ! 

—In Burns’ queer “Address to the Devil,” this funny verse 

occurs : . • • t , v 

When Masons’ my^io. wofd and grip 

In storms or ttmiests raise you up, * 

■i . »• * Some cook or cat your nigO mayn stop, 1 

; Or Myange tp fell, < , • > j , . /y 

The youngest Brother you would whip - t 

Aff straight to hell! 
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— At every Grand Lodge session the members are annoyed, and 
valuable time is lost by the action upon individual application* for' 
“leave of absence,” until they become^almost a nuisance. At the 
last session of Indiana the granting of cases individually was es- 
topped by a motion of Bro. Carter to permit the representatives 
to retire to*th&ir homes when they should so please; and the rep- 
resentatives were instructed to give sufficient notice to tjie Com- 
mittee to prepare a Pay-roll, that said Cominittee might have the 
mileage and per diem coinputated and ready.. Probably this Was 
as good a manner of settling the matter as any. 

— Bro. King, Grand Secretary of Indiana, has set his hand to 
a proposition to sell a series of “ Masonic Clay Memorials,” for 
the benefit of the Sanitary Commission. These are described as 
“Symbolic Frames, the base formed of a twenty four inch gu age 
and common gavel, the supports a level and plumb, and the crown 
piece a sqtfare made of solid ash, from the old Clay mansion.” 
Within the frame are a photograph of Clay, and other historical 
objects. These are got up by Bro. J. Lee Knight, of Delhi, Ind t , 
and we should think mj^st be very tasty and valuable. Ten dol- 
lars per share for 100 shares is the price, and the result'is to be 
determined by lottery or dra\ving, by a committee of Masons. 

— Departed this life, September 28th, 1 864, in Marion county, 
Indiana, Thomas J. Todd, aged 67 years. He was the youngest 
son of Gen. Robt. Todd, of Lexington, Ky., and born near that 
place id 1797. He removed in early life to Indiana. The deceased 
was thoroughly educated, a graduate of Transylvania University, 
of a clear and vigorous intellect, but singularly modest and re- 
served in disposition. He held at different times posts of honor 
mu l trust, and tilled every station, public and private, with fidelity 
aud integrity of purpose. He was a member of tire Presbyterian 
Chjurch for more than forty years, and few have leftlwhind them 
a better record. He' was interred with Masonic honors. A large 
family of children and many friends are left to mourn his de- 
parture. 

— The mission of Freemasonry is one of mildness and peace. 
It oar ies with it no panoply of p >wer, but its own purity of pur- 
pose; its own intrinsic excellence and value. 
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The various changes in editors and publisher?, during the pas t.jear« require 
ibat we should mnke the following standard notice, vtz : 

a}1 coriespoodeuce of the Voic * of Masonry , whether editorial or other- 
wise, and all orders for the Miniature Monitor must be addressed to Bro. J. C. 
W; Bailey, 128 and 13(1 Clark 8t., Chicago, Illinois. This will be invariable. 
Bro. Bailey will forward to Bro. Rob Morris* at New York City, such of 
the correspondence as is strictly editorial. 

No further copies of the Hubbard Observance can be furnished. Those who 
wish for the Eastern Star Manual may write to Bro. Rob Morris, at New York 
City. 

Masonic Law and Usage. — We will continue to reply to questions upon 
these subjects. But our correspondents must enclose po tage stamps to cover 
expenses of postage' and stationery. We enn not any longer ensure the bur- 
den of furnishing both time and money without return. A few stamp? fro* 
each correspondent will not be felt by them, but will make to uj a difference 
of many hundred dollars a year. 

Increase our Subscription Lists. — Every reader of the Voice is an au- 
thorized agent for it, and we look to such to enlarge our circulation. If each 
of our present patrons would secure only one more subscriber , the gajju to ut 
would be immense. Brethren : remember the needs of the hard-pressed 
publisher, and give him the aid of jour purse and influence. 

Advertisements.— We solic.t advertisements for our Business Sheet. Our 
circulation is unequalled by any other Masonic journal; we reach the best 
Masons in every Lodgeq our terras are as low as any, and we qolicit adver- 
tising patronage accordingly. 

Uniformity or Rituals. — The work of general and thorough Uniformity 
in Rituals i? alvancing day by day with an irresistible momentum. Vain ire 
denunciations ; rain the torrents of abuse and calumny. The most consider-* 
ate, the most conservative members of the fraternity, meo who never uhited 
in a Masonic effort before, are uniting in this, while the masses of the breth- 
ren are resolved to have nothing less than general ahd thorough uniformity ^ 
We invite the corre?pondence of all who revere th’e ancient landmarks. 

Copies of Proceedings, Addresses, Bylaws, &c.,&c., are solicited, as here-- 
tofore. Address them to care ‘of Bro. Bailey, as above. Give us early no- 
tices of deaths, casualties, celebrations, festivals, &e., Ac. 

The office of ]hro. Rob Morris has been ormaaeutly established at No. 546 
Broadway, New York. 
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Lawful Aids in Studying Masonry. 

' t 

If Freemasonry were but a u system of mutual recognition,” 
a* some think, the study of it might be confined to the learning 
its “signs, tokens, words, and points of entrance,” an easy mat- 
ter, requiring but an hour’s consideration. A considerable por- 
tion of the Fraternity do in fact liniit their knowledge of Masonry 
to that, and in truth dfce decidedly inexpert, even jn those easy 
portions. 

If, in addition to the scanty knowledge above described, it were 
required that every Mason should know how “ to open the lodge 
in the three degrees,” only another short hour would be required 
for the ceremony of opening and closing is adapted to the moil 
ordinary comprehension. 

Finally, if it were part of the old requirements that every brother 
•hoi*ld be able “to work the ritual (ceremony) of the three de- 
grees,” it is still no great trial of mind or memory, and there are 
but few of the Masonic brethren who could not acquire iu The 
most of those lecturers, who are noted among us were men of 
moderate capacity and 'less learning. Neither Cross, Barney* 
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Lawful Aids in Studying Masonry. 

_ i 

Hawkins, nor any of a score we could mention, possessed gifts,, 
natural or acquired, which need discourage any brother of the 
present generation from striving with them in the path of glory. 

But there is something more, something which demand as 
greater trial of memory than the acquirements alluded to, that 
goes to the formation of a “ bright Mason,” and even that is not 
beyond the reach of an aspiring brother. There ase lawful aids 
to the study of Masonry which render its acquisition far from 
hbpeless to any brother. The Monitor of Webb is ingeniously 
devised to assist the explorer in the arcana . of Masonry, and 
other aids, similar in character, are available. The National 
Freemason, whose editor was an intimate friend of Barney, says, 
in a late issue: “ We have been astonished at many brethren 
complimenting Brother Barney, and yet condemning Brother 
Morris. We know the fact that Brother Barney prepared the 
degrees and lectures in a cipher jtoo easily understood. We know 
European Masonry publishes very largely its ritualism, ipsissima 
verba , and without one note of objection fronvthe eastern Ma- 
sonic world.” 

All this is correct in point of fact, and the fact that such aid* 
were always used and necessarily used, and by the fathers of the 
present and past generations, is just as important a fact to pub- 
lish as any other fact in the history of the Masonic Craft. 

r 

No Wondkk. — Need wo wonder that our “ beautiful systetn of 
morality veiled in allegory and illustrated by symbols,” has suf- 
fered from neglect, ignoranoe and careless indifference ? Need 
we wonder that our Temple exhibits the marks of unskilful work- 
men, that its symmetry has been broken in upon, and its beauty 
marred ; its walls unplumbed ; its stones unsqdared ; its pillars 
neither Tuscan, Doric, Ionic, Corinthian or Composite ; and its 
arches unfinished, for want of key-stones? We need not wonder 
at all this. Our wonder need only be, that Freemasonry still 
survives; that the building of the Temple has progressed at all, 
nr that its walls, its pillars^ and its arches, have npt long sre this 
fallen, and crumbled in one vast ruin. 
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Scott’s Programme of Lectures. 

The celebrated author of “Analogy of Freemasonry,’* Charles 
fcontt, of Mississippi, (deceased in 1861,) projected a course of 
lectines to be delivered in New York, in 1854, of which the fal- 
lowing was the programme. Unfortunately the plan was never 
carried out: • 

Lecture 1. The origin of Freemasonry proved by tradition and 
intern d eircum'stantial evidence. Its intimate connection with 
the doctrines of Divine Revelation. The Greater Light. Five 
great events commemorated, and their typical character. 

Lecture 2. The landmarks of the degree of E. A. The rela- 
tion which this degree bears to the degrees of F. C. and M. M. 

Its emblems, Ac., adumbrate the great, event celebrated in the 
third degree. The wonderful structure of the Masonic ritual. 
C.-mdTdnte’s mode of preparation, Ac. 

Lecture %. The truths embodied and preserved in Freeroa- , 

sonry. The ceremony of initiation. Belief and trust in God. 

The lambskin. Masonic aprons.- The mosaic pavement. The 
blazing Ntar. The beauty and glo*y of its location. The Circle. 

The perfect 4 point Working tools oF"E. A. Their use in a 
speculative sense. ' 

Lecture 4. Light and darkness. A new creature and a new 
creation. The ruined and degraded nature of man. The lout 
estate may be regained. Labor, in a certain sense, typical. A 
statg of preparation. Duties and obligations of E. A. Signs, 
words,. Ac. ’ • 

Lecture 5. The ancient name of Jehovah. God without be- 
ginning :md without end — the alpha and omega, of Freemasonry. 

Jacob’s Ladder. Cloudy eanopy and seven stars. The thyee 
great lights. Pillars of wisdom, strength and beauty. Masouio 
fudge, its construction, Ac. Progress of science and truth. 

Lecture 6. Symbolical references of degree of F. v r . The 
building of King Solomon’s Temple, and construction of specu- 
lative jtfasonry. Degree of Mark Master’s part of F C. Middle 
Cham in* I*. A day of rest. Symbolical nat ure of the number 
seven. ^ 

Lecture V. Molten pillars. Their ornament*. Globes, terres- 
trial and celestial Winding staircase. Emblem of plenty. Mys- 
teries <ff Masonry lie beneath the surface yf t.h#in8titution. Sym- 
bolic mature- of the number three. 

Lecture 8. Degree of M. M. Comments on first lecture. Sol- 
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Maxims o f Pythagoras . 


emn duties of Master Mason*. Nature antr necessity of u.is de- 
gree. Its connection with dtgrees.of E. A. and F. C. Its won- 
derful derelopments. Sublime ceremonies and doctrines. Wi-dom 
of our ancient masters in making ample provision for the whole 
craft. The fall of man. The means of restoration. 

Lecture 9. The mercy contained in the original curse. The ne- 
, cessity of death. Immortality of the scul. Resurrection of the 
;, body. Character and life of chief builder. Broken column, 
emblems, <fcc. 

Lecture 10. Recapitulation of argument and evidences on which 
it is founded particularly enforced. Moral influence of Masonry 
— its mission and destiny. 


[Maxims of Pythagoras. 


This distinguished philosopher and Mason was accustomed to 
instruct his pupils in sententious maxims, concealing, ■under a 
slight mask, the most important truths of hi* system. Some of 
these pithy sayings have been preserved. Wear not a ring. Do 
not encircle yourself with ignorance. Turn away from thy***lf 
every edge. Be prudent and subdue your passions, lake <>jf thy 
right shoe first . Be careful of the consquences*of every «uter- 
prise in which you may engage. Traveling from home turn not 
hacky for the f uries go back toitji you. When you begin a -»eat 
and important undertaking, do it with the intention of completing 
i it, and allow nothing to deter you or turn you back. This m-.xtin 
he particularly applied to his Masonic aystem. Tho-e w ho en- 
tered it were exhorted not to stop short of the highest attainments 
in it of which they were capable. Look not in a glass by candle- 
light Spurn superficial knowledge. The motto of Pope b — 

“A little learning is a dangerous thing ; 

Drink deep, or taste not the Pieran spring P 

Shallow attainments are worse than lijttle better than none. Aim 
at perfect knowledge, that you may learn of God and “ know Him 
even as yourself are known.” Pass not over the balance. An 
exhortation to equality and Justice. Put not meat in. an unworthy 
vessel. Our Saviour gave the same maxim, w Cast not y«»ur pmirls 
before swine, lest they turn again and. rend you.” Kat not the 
heart nor the brain. Do nothing that can affect the fraternal bond 
that makes one of the brotherhood. Sleep not at noon. B<* awake, 
and active to ^enre knowledge when it is in the way of being 
dispensed* 
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Masonic Events that Occurred in November. 


BIRTHS OF PERSONS 'WHO BKCaMJS DISTINGUISHED MASONS. 

181 l r 3 I, D. S. Goodloe. 1778, 19th, Ebenezer Wadsworth. 
1780, 24th, N ithan B. Haswell. 1834, 26th, D. II. Wheeler. 

INITIATIONS OF MASONS AFTERWARDS DISTINGUISHED. 

1830, 3d, Wins’ow Lewi*. 1851, 3d, Hemau Ely. 1752, 4th, 
Was .in., t m. 1816, 4th, Alex. Macomb. 1821, 8th, Philip C. 
Tucker. *815, 22d, Henry Wingate. I852 v , 25th, William B. 
Lau^vidge. 1856, 26th, Edward Brewer. 1849, 28th, John Q t . 
A. Fellows. 1849, 28th, Frederick Hall. 

DEATHS OF WELL-KNOWN MASONS. 

MH.)d, l*t, James Webb, P. G. M., Texas. 1841, 2d, Sir Alex. 
Bnrnes (killed). 1811," 7ih, Jos. H. Daviess (slain). 1813, 7th, 
Koluwf. It. Livingston. 1862, 11th, Junes .M. Porter, Sr., D. D. 
G. M., Easton, Pa. 1856, 13th, Willis Stewart, P. G. M., Ky. 
18 )5, I8rh, Joseph C. Harrison, G. II. P., Texa w . 1835, 2 1st, 
Jaim s I Io^lt, the Ettrick Shepherd. 1807, 24th, Brant. 1836’/ 
24th, Frederick Dnlcjjo. 1851, 25th, John Posey. 1863, 25th, ; 
J. B. Yat'*s Sommers, D G. M., N. Y. t 1794, 28th, Baron Steu- 
ben. 1815, 28th, Samuel Dunn. *1845, 28th, Ignatius A. Few. 
1863, 30th, King Kammehammeha IY. ,■ 

CORNER STONES PLANTED. 

1852, 4th, Masonic Hall, Bastrop, La. 1857, 4th, St. John’s 
College, Little Hock, Ark. 1859, I0t,h, St. Pitrick’* Bridge, 
Cork, Ireland. 1789, 16th, New College, Edinburgh, Scotland. 
1827,. 2lnh, Wolfe and Montcalm Mon., Quebec, C. E. 1791,; 
30th, Bridewell, Edinburgh, , Scotland. v 

EDIFICES, AC., MASONIC. ALLY DEDICATED. 

1820, 1st, Temple, Philadelphia. 1855, 8th, Fr sternal Hall, 
Hyaimis, Ma*&. 1767, 24th, Masonic Hall, Dalkeith* Scotland. 

18 16. 24th, H,all, Worcester, Mass. 1857, 25th f Monument to 
Gerund Worth, New York. 1822 / 29th* G. Hall, Baltimore, Md. 
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CASUALTIES. 

1818, Sd, Ex. Coffee H., Boston, Mass., burnt. 1855,' 24th, 
Office Signet, Marietta, G a., burnt. 1858, 25th, Masonic College, 
Uniontown, Ala., burnt 

MASONIC GRAND BODIES ORGANIZED. 

1855, 2d, G. L., Canada. 1736, 4th, G. L., Scotland. 1838, 
25tb, G. L., Arkansas. 1820, 30th, G. L., Espagnola, Cuba. 
wisckllaneour. 

1841, 1st, Freemasons’ Monthly M:ig., Boston, Mass., est. 1849, 
1st, South, and West. Masonic Miscellany, Charleston, S. C., i*Kt. 
1819, 4th, Thomas Smith Webb rednterred. 1852, 4tb, Cent 
f Cel. Washington’s Ini t., largely attended. 185*4, 4th, Obsequies 
Edmund P. Hunter, G. vl., Va. 1781, 8th, First Lodge in Ver- 
mont chartered. 1855, 8th, Masonic Scientific Lectures (Mack.iy) 
New York. 1819, 9th, G. L., 11. I., sol. re-int. of P G. M. Webb. 
1857, 1 0th, Masonic Biographical Reminiscences (Morris), Lou- 
isville, Ky. 17^6, 18th, Bt. Andrew’s Lodge, Boston, M tss., 
chartered. 1855, 14th, Conv. Leavenworth, to est. G. L., Kan- 
sas. 1790, 24th, Prince of Wales, G. M., England. 1798, 24’h, 
Paul I, G. M. ot* Knights of Malta. 1832, 29th, Fifth Con. (x. 
G. En., and Seventh Con. G. G. Ch., U. S., Baltimore, Md. 1837, 
SOth, G. L. Scotland, adopted this day for its G. A. C. 1843, 
BOth, Duke of Athol installed G. M. 


j t 

A Delightful Legend. — There is a charming tradition con- 
nected with the site on which the Temple of Solomon w is erected. 
It is said to have been occupied in common by two brothers, one 
•f whom had a family. On this part was *own a fieln of wheat. 
On the evening after harvest, the wheat having been gathered in 
separate shock*/ the elder brother said to his wife, “ Mv brother 
is unable to bear the burden and heat of the day; I will go, take 
of my shock's, and place with his, without Ms knowledge.” The 
younger brother, actuated by the same motives, said to himself, 
‘•.My brother has a family and I have none ; I will go, take of my 
.chocks, and place them with his, without his knowledge.” Judge 
of their astonishment when, next morning, they found their shoc ks 
Ondiminished. This transpired ssveral times, when, on watching, 
one night they met half way between their shocks, with annsfui. 
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Eccentricities. 


W# have, one# or twice before copied, from the H Yi Dis- 
patch, communications ufider this head. In a late issue we find 
another, which show* up the extravagant spirit of politics which 
periodically craze# our people, and interposes too often to check 
the flow of Masonic love. We copy it: 

“ Since my last I have been actively engaged in election mat- 
ters : that is to say, in trying to keep our brother# in my lodg# 
from pulling one another to pieces on the great national question, 
“Lincoln vs. McClellan.” Now, I am a man who could never 
#ee anything to get excited about in a Presidential election. I 
actually married a woman whose father had been to Congress, so 
little do I care for the conventional etiquette of the day. One of 
my second cousins is a New York alderman, aud yet he often 
comes to see me, and I go out with him arm in arm, publicly! 
People point at us, and whisper; but what do I care? 

But the members of my lodge went in, one and all, for Presi- 
dent-making. They bet their money — oh! how they did bet! 
They quarreled. The W. M. had a serious altercation with the 
S. W. — so serious, that we have had' no meeting of the lodge 
since that funeral occasion I wrote to you about, and goodness 
knows when we shall meet again. The Secretary was imprudent 
enough to wear a political badge in the lodge-room, to which th# 
Tyler so much objected, that he went off, sword and all, leaving 
us up in the room, to get out through the ventilator. It is a horrid 
affair all around, and I don’t know how it is going to end. 

I have a question in Masonic law for you. First, let me refer 
you to the anecdote of Dr. Fagin’s celebrated salv#» Somebody’# 
dog had had his tail accidentally cut off, and the owner bought a 
box of the salve and applied it to the stump. Instantly a new r 
tail sprouted forth ! A little boy picked up th# old piec#, and put 
salve to that; instantly a new dog sprouted forth! Now, which 
is the original “ dorg ?” 

Lodge A. having got into a bad condition, twelve of th# mem- 
bers got a dispensation, and Hvent to work. They did so well, 
that all but nine of the old member# joined them. • Now, whicl* 
is the original ‘ dorg?” 
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V Good Men all Were Masons, 


If Good Men" All Were Masons. 


Lines composed end fraternally inscribed to It. W. Peter D. Lawson, of 
Cold Spring, N. Y., P. D. G. M. 


BY BitOTHKK BOB MOUJtlft. 


There’s never a tear would flow 
,Bnt some kind hand would steal it ; 
There’s never a sigh would go 
But some kind heart would feel it 
There’s never a widow sad. 

There’s never an orphan lonely, 

But some one would m ike glad 
With smiles of joy, if only 
The good men all were Masons ! 

i 

There’s never itjwrord profane* 

Would be by mortal spoken ; 

There’s naver a blow would fall. 

And never a law be broken ; 

There’s never a man would die 
Away from loved ones, lonely ; 
There’s never a shuddering cry 
Weuld mount to Heaven, if only 
\ The good men all were Masons ! “ 


But every heart would smile 

And tongue break out in s ; nging ; 

And stores of corn, wine, oil. 

The generous would be flinging ; 

And each would strive to make 
♦ The path of life now lonely, 

And green and flowerj way. 

Like Eden’s walks, if 'y 
The good men all were Masons ! 

But as the good men all 
Are not in our connection, 

Let’s try what ffew we, are 

To be of t>ne complexion ; # 

Let's try, though frail and weak, 

And oft-times poor and lonely, 

To show what life would be 
And man would do, if only 
Th* good men all were Masons 1 . — N. Y, Ditpatc 
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Nox Masonica. 


ARTICLE THIRD. 

[Cfiuactkrs — Clergyman; Veteran; Stone mason; Cosmo- 
polite; Poet; Orator; Humorist.] 

Orator — What new” decision of our Grand Lodge is this? who 
ov v er heard of* such Masonic Law before? where on earih did the 
Committee of Grand Lodge find such a piece of jurisdiction ? 

Humorist — Where did the cobbler find this piece of leather 
with which, he mended my boot-sole this morning? why, he cut 
it to Jit! He measured the hole with his practised eye and tin n 
snipped off a piece of leather to fill it. Doii*t you know that 
that is the origin of nine-tenths the decisions of Grand Lodges ; 
they only cut up their goods to close tlye rent. 

Clergyman — The year I was Grand Chaplain of the Grand. 
Lodge , 0 case occurred which favorably illustrates your compari- 
son. The Master of a Lodge had proved himself a skeptic in 
divine revelation ; he had spouted infidelity at the. corners of the 
streets and offended inany, as well Masons as non-Masons. The 
Grand Master removed him from office, basing the act upon gen- 
eral principles, admitted by lying at the foundation of Masonry^ 
and the matter thus came up an appeal to the Grand Lodge. We 
had on our side the best speakers, the best authorities, and surely 
the best cause. All the symbolisms of the Science were on our 
aide to justify the act of deposing. Yet, as you say, the leather 
was snipped to fill the hole. Instead of letting the brother take 
his chance by the admitted principles of Maabnic jurisprudence, 
an application of Masonic jurisprudence was made to his case 
and he was reinstated. 

Stonemason — When I begin to build a wall I draw my plana 
upon the strength, length and powers of resistance of my ma- 
terials. I don’t attempt to stultify nature by adapting her to 
my laws, but I adapt my work to her laws. 
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Veteran — We never knew anything about such a thing as 
.Masonic jurisprudence before Morgan’s day. The very term 
was Invented, I am told, by a New York Mason still living. In 
my time we used three equates which we applied to every Ma- 
son’s conduct which was charged as defective : 1st. The By- 
laws of the lodge ; 2d. The Constitution of the Grand Lodge 
Jd. The Great Light upon tjie altar. By these three we could 
work and not materially err. 

Cosmopolite — I have seen the three largest Masonic collections 
of books in this country, viz: Morris’, Jones’, and Carson’s, and 
have looked somewhat curiously upon the mass of “Decisions,’’ 
“Reports” and “Elucidations” of Masonic Law* If there is 
anything in human literature more contradictory and worthless, 
let me know it. 

Poet — Methinks the principles of Masonic Law were happily 
condensed into two by the voice that raised Lazarus from the 
dead: “Thou shalt love,” etc. Nebody ever violated a princi- 
ple of true Masonic Law accidentally ; nor did I ever hear of 
anybody going to a work on Masonic Jurisprudence to learn 
what he should do. lie goes, I apprehend, to see how he shall 
best escape from a penalty he has incurred, 

But I want. you to hear a stranger in Washington as Jm illus- 
tration of one who knew the law and kept it: 

Excellent he in Justice ; if to do y 

lo all that life presents from d»y to day, 

To others as you would ih y do to you , 

. If this he Masonry, a Mason he ! 

Unswerving to the rifht or left, bis way 
Was onward, upward ; in his hand 
The scale of righteousness w^s equipoised to pay 
Homage to God, hail Great Creator, hail ! 

Justice to man, for man was Brother cherished well. 


Musical Brethren. — No Lodge is willingly held without 
songs and music, or a piano at least. If there are many breth- 
ren belonging to a Lodge who can contribute to the musical 
entertainment, they form themselves into a musical society, and 
thus provide both social and sacred musical entertainments. — 
Gadicke. 
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An Exciting Question in Masonic £aw. 

The reception of a 46 Circular Letter ” from th** Grand Master 
of Washington Territory, dated July 6, 1864, in relation to a 
passage between that intelligent body and the Grand Lodge of 
Oregon, calls out an expression of opinion as to the merits of the 
case. We are well aware that newspaper discussions do not 
settle Grand Lodge quarrels; too many, on the contrary, aggra- 
vate and even produce them. But future embarrassments are/ 
sometimes obviated by a proper showing up of mooted points as 
they arise, and the one now before us is the more worthy of 
notice because soma of the best members our fraternity can 
boast feel themselves aggrieved by action had in the case cited. 

The case, as opened in the Circular Letter, is this : the Grand 
Master of Washington Territory, M. W. Thomas M. Reed,. & 
truly intelligent and law-abid‘ng Mason, passing through Oregon, 
in Nov., 1863, learned that a petition was on foot to form a new 
lodge within Ins jurisdiction, aud Jdiat it would probably be pre- * 
seated to the Masonic authorities of 5, Oregon for their approval. 
But read his own language : 

“I called upon M. W. Bro. McCraken, and in anticipation of 
his receiving it, asserted the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of 
Washington, and earnestly insisted that he should take no action 
in the matter. I directed the Representative of Washington 
near the Oregon Grand Lodge, (Rev. Brjo. T. II. Pearne, D. D.,) 
in the event of the petition being formally presented, to protest 
in my name, and for the Grand Lodge of Washington, against 
any action by the W. M. Grand Master of Oregon. In this con- 
dition of things, I started for Olympia. 

Without any further communication between M. W. Bro. Me- 
(Jraken and myself upon the subject, I was not a little surprised, 
when, about the middle of Jan nary, 1854, by an item in a news- 
paper, I was advised that Bro. McCraken had issued the Dispen- 
sation prayed*for, and had by that act established a subordinate 
Lodge within the clearly defined jurisdiction of the M. W. Grand 
Lodge of Washington, and in detiauco of the express proviaiqu 


Digitized by LiOOQle 



492 


An Exiting ' Question in Masonic Lain. 


of the Constitution of the Grand Lodge of Oregon. Art. VIII, 
Sec. 1 of which Codstitution, provides : 

4 The Grand Lodge may grant chafer* for new Lodges, to be 
located within the limits of its jurisdiction, to a competent num- 
ber of worthy Brethren, applying therefor: Provided, that no 
new Lodge shall be established by Dispensation, or otherwise, 
excepting upon the recommendation of the Lodge nearest or 
mt^st convenient to the place ot the location of the proposed new 
Lodge.’ 

Here is the limit of power to the Grand Lodge to charter sub- 
ordinate Lodges, circumscribed to the u State of Oregon.” True, 
Art. VII, Sec. 1, allows the Gihnd Master to issue a Dispensa- 
tion “ within the limits of this jurisdiction , or where >o Grand 
Lodge exists.” With this seeming conflict between constitutional 
provisions, w? ich seem to grant more power to the Grand Master 
than to the Grand Lodge, I have nothing to do. Receiving no 
other liotice, I waited until April 18th, 1804, when I called upon 
M. \V. Bro. MeCmken, and protected in person against his ac- 
tion. This interview was followed by the protest — all of which 
has been of no avail. It is believed that this document estab- 
lishes the fact that so much of Idaho Territory as had been in 
Washington, was and is in the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge 
of Washington. 

The act of M. W. Bro. McCraken — vow the act of the M. 
W. Grand Lodge of Oregon — has, in addition to its contempt, fbl* 
my franchise, and for the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, tres- 
passed upon the , lights of two “just and lawfully Constituted’ 
subordinate Lodges, working under charters ot the M. W. Grand 
Lodge of Washington. By the Constitution of the Grand Lodge 
of Oregon, the establishment of a new Lodge was contingent 
upon the consent of the Lodge nearest or most Convenient to the 
place of location of the proposed new Lodge. Such Lodge wag 
either Walla Walla No. 7, or Lewiston No. 10, the latter in Idaho 
Territory, both under Washington charters, and both of which, 
though nearest and most, convenient to Boise, were passed over 
as having no rights that the Grand Master and Grand Lodge of 
Oregon were bound to respect.” 

The Grand Master’s Circular .is followed by a strong and im- 
passioned communication from the Grand • Secretary, II. W\ 
Elwood Evans, to the Grand Master *vf Oregon, protesting fra- 
ternally and solemnly against his action, expressing' a painful 
regret at action which seems to him hasty and inconsiderate, and 
suggesting that it would tend to the weakening vf peace and 
harmony. The following extracts evinqe the tendei spirit in 
-which the address is couched : * 
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“ How earnestly he hopes that in Masonry there should he an 
approximation to reality of the Poet’s thought — 

4 Lands intersected by a narrow frith, 

Abhor each other, * * * which had elss # * 

Like kindred drops been melted into one.' 

• 

How painful to him that hasty action, however laudable the mo- 
tive prompting it, should make a question, the discussion and 
settlement of which might, even by a remote possibility, interrupt 
the agency of that truly catholic spirit of Masonry winch invites 
the brethren from each to Visit and fraternize with the other. 
Let us pause, while there is yet time, and avoid all occasion of 
difference.’’ * 

We havfc said enough to show the merits of the case, and we 
presume every reader will be prepared to endorse our views, 
which are substantially those of the writers of th$ above-named 
communications, and sometimes in their own language: 

L The action of the Grand Lodge of Oregon subtracts from 
the franchises of a sister Grand Lodge, abridges its jurisdiction, 
and, so far as the territory is concerned where intended to oper- 
ate, ignores its existence altogether; 

2. Where the area of a Grand Lodge is once defined, said 
Grand Lodge acquits sole, supreme and sovereign Masonic 
jurisdiction within such limits until proper steps are taken whereby 
such jurisdiction is lost by one body to be acquired or succeeded 
by a newly-established Grand Lodge. For instance, when Ten- 
nessee was stricken from North Carolina and the Grand Lodge 
of Kentucky granted one or two Dispensations for new lodges 
in the latter Territory, such a protest was sent up that Kentucky 
receded from her claim and North Carolina retained exclusive 
jurisdiction — until the Grand Lodge of Tennessee was formed. 

3. The action of Oregon was discourteous, unwise and con- 
trary to well established principles of Masonic comity and Ma- 
sonic law. 


— Wisdom allows nothing to be good, that will not be so for- 
ever; no man to be happy but he that needs no happiness than 
what is within, himself; no man to be great or powerful, that is 
not master of himself. 


/ 
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The Master Mason. 


At the summit of ancient Free and Accepted Masonry stands 
the third, or Master Mason’s Degree. There is no higher degree, 
legitimately so called. Whatever other degrees, styled Masonic, 
the ingenuity of man may have invented, they can lay no claim 
to superiority over the third or Master Mason’s Degree conferred, 
in the Blue Lodge. None of them can compare with it for anti- 
quity or universality. The numerous additions which hare been 
made to the body of Freemasonry on this continent and in some 
European countries, are comparatively modern institutions, and 
are only. Masonic by virtue of their association with and founda- 
tion on the Master Mason’s Lodge. They are merely so many 
wheels within a wheel ; are simply the keys which give admission 
from one association of Master Masons into other and interior 
•associations of Master Masons. . _ 

/ Whatever of ancient Masonry may be met with in the Chapter, 
there is abundant evidence that it has been separated, perhaps 
unwisely, from symbolic Masonry. The Encampments of the 
Knicrhtly Degrees, the societies working under the Scottish Rite, 
the 'Right of Mizraim, of Memphis, or by whatever other name 
these degree systems may be known, add nothing, to Freemasonry 
pure and simple. They give.it no direct supp6rt. They grow 
up along side the Masonic Institution, deriving nourishment from 
it are essentially parasitical, and too frequently, the undue im- 
portance they have assumed, and the dissensions they have cre- 
ated and fostered have well nigh sapped the life from large 
branches of the parent stem. They may contain much to please 
the fancy, or supply the reasonable want of many minds, much 
which maybe adapted to certain localities or to the chetishcd 
'notions or opinions of certain classes of men embraced within 
' the folds of -jhe Masonic Fraternity, but not one of these systems 
is calculated to attain to that universality to which Freemasonry 
proper aspires. They are in no particular adapted to the whole, 
but only to portions of the great human family, and are incapable 
themselves of fulfilling the entire mission of Masonry on earth. 
In fact they make no pretense of possessing that distinctive attri- 
bute of Freemasonry— universality. . 

Such Masons as wish to see the religious element more distinct 
ly displayed than in the symbolic lodges find their desire gratified 
in the Royal Arch system. Those who are pleased with the semi- 
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military constitution, and chivalric features of the Encampment 
will find all they seek in the Orders of Masonic Knighthood. 
Such again as desire to investigate the Apocrypha of Ancient 
Accepted Masonry, and the distinctions of high degrees may 
realize their aspirations in the Lodge of Perfection and the Con- 
sistory. While those who have Coptic predilections, may find 
mystery sufficient in the mystic chambers where the Mempnisian 
rites are practised. Still the only conclusion to which the thought- 
ful Freemason can arrive is, that in the foremost rank of true 
Freemasonry stands the third, or Master’s Mason’s Degree, and 
that all which is essentiaHn the system may be found within the 
Blue Lodge. 

Formerly lodges consisted entirely of Masons of the sscond, or 
Fellow Craft’s degree. In process of time the Apprentice’s de- 
gree was introduced as probationary for applicants for fellowship 
in the Order, and preparatory therefor. The pillars of Wisdom 
and Strength being thus already represented, the degree of Mas- 
ter Mason, representing the pillar of Beauty, and combining in 
itself the marks of Wisdom and Strength, was introduced to 
complete the structure. 

As the Entered Apprentice repeseftts youth, and the Fellow 
Craft manhood, so the Master Mason is representative of age, . 
with' its ripened experience and mellowness. The third degree 
also symbolizes Hiram Abiff, “ the widow’s son,” the Architect 
and beautifyer of the Temple, who fills so important a space in 
the legend of Masonry ; and also the third or principal round of 
the theological ladder, Faith, Hope and Charity — “ but the great- 
est of these is Charity, for Faith maybe lost in sight, Hope ends 
in fruition, but Charity extends beyond the grave, to the bound- 
less realms of eternity.” 

The Master Mason’s degree is the cap-stone of our system, and 
the completion of the Royal Arch. Hence the implement of our 
Craft more particularly adopted as a jewel of the third degree, 
is the Trowel, which is used by “ operative Masons to spread the 
cement which unites the building into one common mass ; -but 
we, as Free and Accepted Masons, are taught to use it for the 
more noble and glorious purpose of spreading the cement of 
brotherly love and affection — that cement which unites us into 
one sacred band, or society of friends and brothers, among whom 
no contention should ever exist, save the noble contention, or 
rather emulation, of who best can w ork .and best agree.” 

In the Entered Apprentice’s degree the foundation of a Masonic 
life is laid in morality ; in the degree of Fellow Craft the system 
is made conformable to the teachings and influences of specula- 
tive science; while ip the Master Mason’s degree, the lessons of 
morality and scienfee are combined in a perfected system, which 
is nearly akin to, if not religion itself. 
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There is Freedom among the Apprentices, Equality among the 
Craft, and Fraternity among Master Masons, — Fraternity which 
will yet prove the great healer of the many ills to which lltimaD- 
ity is heir. As Master Masons let us therefore stanjl erect, fully 
conscious of the high dignity of our calling, and impressed with 
the lofty and generous mission of Freemasonry, let us take up 
the various implements of our Craft and faithfully ply our voca- 
tion . — Masonic Monthly. 



. ' Public Demonstrations. 

A double advantage is derived from Masonic exercises of this 
sort — one to the community and one to the Fraternity. The com- 
munity never fails to have received a good impression from it, 
provided due order and decorum are observed ; and the result of 
their gratification is eoen in the tangible form of applications for 
initiation . The Fraternity gains a large blessing in the way of 
acquaintance extended and light diffused. Lodges contiguous to 
each other, should never let a twelvemonth pass without commu- 
nicating with each other in some form of Masonic celebration. 
By this means localisms are avoided, prejudice* done away, a 
better appreciation of the universality of our Institution is formed, 
and all departments of the Temple made more light The sac- 
rifice needed to effect such objects should never be begrudged. 
The money could not be better spent. The time is well disposed 
of which goes for Masonic gain. It is a duty in Freemasonry to 
become acquainted with each other. 


Bigotry. — There are some bigots in their opinions against 
Freemasonry. It is, they cry, a bad thing — an unlawful thing — 
a sinful thing. Why? Because we detest it — abhor it! To 
pity such is no mean part of'Christiau love, since, I am persuad- 
ed, that even in good hearts the first emotions respecting them 
were those of scorn and contempt. Of what use is it. to reason 
with bigots, whether jn religion, morals or politics — Turner. . 
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, Four Chapters in American Masonic History, 

* CHAPTER THIRD— 1826 to 1861. 

The period now under\consideration is that in which Anti-ma- 
sonry reared its head, flourished, became rampant, declined, fell. 
21 Sept., 1826, a man named William Morgan, a resident of Ba- 
tavia, N. Y., was taken from the country by some Masons to 
suppress au attempted exposure of the secrets of the Order, and 
this, although' no evil motives may have actuated it, led to an in- 
quest and an excitement. The disappearance of Morgan was then 
made the pretext of an attack upon Masonry itself ! Politicians 
took it up and made it the basis of a party. All the machinery 
of partizanship was put in motion and the result Was as suggested 
above. 

Under this influence, lodges first became alarmed, ceasing to 
make initiates, then ceasing to hold meetings, finally throwing up 
their charters. Two Grand Lodges, Michigan and Illinois, suc- 
cumbed 4 under the excitement. That of Indiana was on the verge 
of extinction ; that of Kentucky was reduced to a meagre quo- 
rum. New York lost more than 300 of its constituent lodges ; 
Vermont and Rhode Island became the subject* of legislative 
enactments, from which the former suffers in the weakening of 
its covenants to this day. Many of the leaders of the Order be- 
came impressed with an apprehension that the whole framework 
of Masonry would go to pieces. From 1826 to 1836 this singular 
warfare continued. 

Michigan organized its Grand Lodge in 1826 ; Florida, I 860 ; 
Texas and Arkansas, 1818; Wisconsin, 1843; Iowa, 1844; Cali- 
fornia, 1850; Oregon, 1851 ; Minnesota, 1853 ; Kansas, 185ft; 
Nebraska, 1857 ; and Washington Territory, 1858. This added 
to the number of 25 reported in our last chapter, made an aggre- 
gate of 37, including Illinois, which resumed labor in 1842, after 
its temporary extinction, mentioned above. To these 37 may be u 
added, ^o the list of American lodges, Canada, organized in 1855, 
making the aggregate 88. * *> 

2— VOL. H.—NO XL 
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Masonic literature was, like tbe^Order itself, long under 1 a cloud. 
In 1816, The Escritoir , or Masonic and Miscellaneous Album 
was established by E. B. Child, at Albany, N. Y. ; the same pub- 
lished, commencing a year later, The American Mason Record, 
which survived several years. In 1827 R. Martin began, at Ba- 
tavia, N. Y., The Masonic Intelligencer, . In 1828 C. \Y. Moore 
began, at Boston, Mass., The Amaranth, or Masonic Garland . 
The same year L. F. W. Andrews commenced, at Pittsburg, Pa., 
7 he Masonic Souvenir , and Pittsburgh Literary Gazette . 

In 1829 E. J. Roberts began The Craftsman, at Rochester, N. 
Y. The same year Moore & Leavey, at Boston, Mass., began 
The Boston Masonic Mirror. In 1837 McCabe Ball, at Fred- 
ericksburgli, Va., began The Masonic Olive Branch . In 1839 
L. G. Hoffman began, at Albany, N. Y., The American Masonic 
Register: In 1841 Davis & Thompson began, at Augusta, Ga., 
The Masonic Journal. In 1842 C. W. Moore began, at Boston, 
Mass., The Freemasons' Monthly Magazine, and since that time 
the name of Masonic periodicals is “ legion, for they are many/’ 


Do Masons Givk to Any but Thkik Own? — Listen to ths 
following narration : In a certain county of a certain State a 
collection was to be made up for the relief of a distressed family, 
not Masons, nor in any way, nearer than the kindred of Noah, 
attached to the family of Masons. Two subscription papers were 
prepared ; one in the hands of a benevolent gentleman, a non- 
mason, was to be presented to the non-fnasona ; the other, in ths 
charge of a zealous Mason, was to contain the donations of the 
Fraternity alone. The result. On the former were the names of 
niore than one hundred persons, the aggregate of whose benevo- 
lences was thirtyj-fivs dollars, being about an average of thirty 
cents apiece. On the mother appeared the signatures of about forty 
Majsons, the sum-total of whose gifts was more than one hundred 
dollars, being an average of nearly three dollars each. Look on 
Shis picture and then on that ! 
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Masonic Celebration at Boston, Mass. •** 

' . # ^ • 

There is no better place for Masonry than Massachusetts ; no 
more Masonic place in Massachusetts than Boston. The Craft 
there whose Hall was burned, as our readers will recall, last sum- 
mer, laid the corner-stone of another to be located on the same 
ground (cbftier Tremont and Boylston Sts.,) on Friday, Oct. 14, 
1804. Several correspondents have sent us reports absolutely 
voluminous ; we make such abridgments as our space permits. 

Though the weather was making a bad spell of it, morePtban 
one thousand Freemasons took part in the proceedings, repre- 
senting all the New England States and some others. The Craft 
n procession were made up into twelve Divisions, the oldest 
lodges, of course, composing the last. Chapters and their Com- 
manderies closed the rear. But few citizens were present to 
witness the ceremonies, the unfavorable weather explaining their 
absence. As usual in such cases, the lines began to be formed 
just three hours before the procession started, and many became 
thoroughly chilled in consequence. 

The Ceremonies were properly conducted by the older stand- 
ards, the Hymn “ Great Architect of earth and heaven ” forming 
the preface. The inscription in the piste to be deposited, in the 
corner-stone was then read and the proper address made to the 
Architect. Then the Grand Master gave three knocks upon the 
ashlar and sai<J : I find this Foundation-stone well-formed, 

true and trusty, and may this undertaking be conducted and 
completed by the Craftsmen according to the grand plan in peace , 
love and harmony.” r Other remarks, from an English form of 
Consecration, followed ; then a Prayer from the Grand Chaplain, 
from which the following sentences are good specimens and'gobd 
worj&a: . ' “Idiy every Mason who enters under the roof of this 
intended building remember that the secrets of the Lord our God 
are with itbean that fear Him. May this good work prosper# 
May the workmen be comforted. May no strife, brawling or OVr- 
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seemly words be beard within the walls. May the Master lore 
the brethren and brethren honor the Master. May the coming 
in and going out of the brethren be blessed forevermore. May 
there be plenteousness here and the voice of thanksgiving forever 
heard. May na waning or sorrow of heart be known. May the 
true wayfaring* Mason find comfort in his journey when he tar- 
rieth for a time within the gates of this house.” We wish we 
had space for the whole of this fine invocation. 

This was followed by an Address from Grand Master Williapi 
Parkman, filled with good sentiments, which in future issues we 
will present to our readers. Bro. Parkman is one of tho most 
intellectual Craftsmen in the Temple and his Addresses are full 
of light. 

The proceedings of the day closed with Festivals at the vari- 
ous Halls of Boston. 


— An author (“ Philosophy of the Plan of Salvation,”) speak- 
ing of binding ties, justly observes: 

“ The natural tie of consanguinity, or a common parentage, is 
a strong bond of affiliation among men. And there are others 
which, in some cases, seem to be even stronger than this ; among 
them may be named a common interest, a common religion and 
common fellowship in suffering and deliverance. Any circum- 
stance which educes the susceptibilities of the mind and twines 
them together , or around a common object — any event in which 
the; interest, the feelings, the safety, or the reputation of any peo- 
ple is involved, causes them to be°tnore closely allied to each 
other.” 


— Moore, m a letter to the Marchioness Dowager of Donegal, 
relative to his Irish Songs,' and the manner in which Stevenson 
has harmonized them in vocal and instrumental scorejs, uses a 
Masonic thought very happily. He says : “ Every voice has an 

air to itself, a flowing succession of notes which might be heard 
with pleasure independently of the rest, so artfully has the har- 
monist gavelkd < the melody* distributing an equaL portion of its 
sweetness to every part.” . < 
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The Slave of the Quill. ^ 


BV BOB MORRIS, LL. D. 

' * 

The following Poem wai recited at the Commeneement exsr- 
ciees of the Masonic University of Kentucky, June, 1860, and is 
new, for the first time, published. Its length will not, we hope, 
prevent its perusal. 

Ths Quill, being the legitimate emblem of the schelav, is thui apostrophised by the Poet.] 

Bright pinien ! one© thro’ upper skies, * 

Born© swiftly where th© eagle flies — 

On soqnding wing, midst phalanx shrill, 

Be ftow.piy theme, thou snowy quill! 

And while thy mates are used to note 
Th© fancies thro’ my brain that floAt, 
ihtpire my fancy — rouse my brain — 

Sear thro’ the upper airs again 

Bhar me, from Arctic bergs and snows, 

To where the Colorado flows : 

Bear me obcrss many an inland sea; 

O’er rneunt, and rale, and bill, and lea, 

Like the wild eagle, swift an d free. 

[The Poet admltteth himself to be one under servitude.] 

For I am but thy servant still. 

Thy Waite, I own it, Slave o’ the Quill! 

Let others boast their freedom — good-*- 
My boast is in my servitude ! 

Let others in their bonds repine, ^ 

. I hug the shackles that are mine ! 

Since boyhood’s years my hand has kno#n 

This, of life’s implements, alone — , 

Thro’ weary day, thro’ lengthened nigfc^ 

By cradle’s ray, by solar light, 

While eyes grew dim, and form was bent, 

And cheeks greir pale, I’ve o’er thee leant, 

Till now Well nigh that life is spent. — 

[The Poet enqulreth whether the Quill ha« made any recent Arctic discoveries.} 

Bright pinion ! when the breeze of Spring 
Celled to the North the last swift wing, 

Didst see upon the frozen main,' . ' ■ * 

Still sacred to the quest ef ILunt* : t. 
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The Slew* of the Quill . 


Aught of the missing mariners? 

Didst riew lost Franklin’s gallant tars 
Dragging with fseble step and slow. 

Their heavy sledges o'er the snow? 

While tear-drops, freezing as they fell, 
While sighs, of black despair that tell, 

While moans, no manhood can restrain, 
*Point to their homes far o’er the main, 

Their homef they ne^er shall see again? 

[The Poet enquireth u to the latest newt from Mexico.] 

And when cold Autumn’s shrinking day, 
Bids thee thy Southern' flight away, 

And midst thy mates, to torrid dime 
Thou soared thine annual course sublimf,^ 

' Didst note in yon distracted land’ 

How many a bloody, armed band, 

Is mirching, laden with war’s woe, 

Upon the plains of Mexico? 

How Brother, pitiless, severe, 

Points to his brother’s heart the spear \ 

How Father, lost to lore and shame, 

Blots out in blood his very dame, 

While all is ssseored in smoke and dame! 

[The Poet expreiseth hig ardent admiration for the Quill.] 

What wondrous Stories oo«tfdsfcth*u tell, 
Hadst thou a tongue, oh, aaoWy Quill ! 

But speech lees yet! oh, then ;I *ee,vr 
Thy faithful Slave must speak for the* ! 
Well, be it as : grant me the power, 

Thy. ptame suggests, ah, many an komr 
Of poet-rapture, free from pain — _ 

I’ll be tby spokesman once again ; 

Tell what thine eloquent nib would say. 

And magnify thy wondrous sway. ’ 
MoBt pregnant symbol! genius’ tooH 
In Cesser’# band mere powerful 
Than Caesar*! #word, or Csssar’s rule ! 

. ‘ , * , ; . , t 

[The Poet’deicribeth his first essay with QuUl In hand.] 

When fir*£ giy school-boy liandhtried; 

# To the dear lassie at my side, 

I wrote sweet oouplets filled with kite, 
And>2ot4^r«,* f and love, and heaven, and bli$t ; 
And prOud my pulses founded, when 
These lines came streaming from my pan: 

“ If you lores me as I lores you, 

. “No knife shall cut our lores in twq !” 

Inspired by equal fervor, she, ^ 

; ; In answering strains of poesy, * ' ' 

With the same goose-quill owned Hetf flame. 
Wrote under mine hter darling nemo, 

And bptiLvgbt whippings for the tamhL ' ?■ 
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[The Quill described &f the ^cbooJmMter’j «rabl«in.] 

Ah, men and women, you may laugh, ' 

By$ of my life I’d give the half, , 

To have that school-day back again ! 

Time passed — the hoy became a man, 

The lassie, whom I thought divine, 

Took quite., another name than mine, 

And life’ » hard cares and struggles praised 
The romance from my aching breast. „ 
My Quill became the Teacher's tool, £ 
To set the copies for the School, 

Note down the marks, make out the bills, 
Sketch maps, draw mansions, mimic mills, 
And seas and mountains, lakes and hills. 

Quill an indispensable weapon to the IdUor.] 

Next, see my Quill, now worn aDd dried, 

To editorial tasks applied. — 

Sketching the news of busy earth, 

Sage laws and maxims dealiug forth, 

Now. to amusing those who read, 

Now to instruction giving heed. 

✓ And always right , all editors are — 

The wrong is with your rival there ! 

Thus, to the present hour, my pen 
Has ever my best companion been. 

Ready when heart was light to trace 
The cheerful thoughts that o’er me pass, 
And ready, darkest clouds to chase. 

[The Quill becomes thSToet’i solace.] 

What wonder then, I give thee praise ! 
ff bough weary nightri and weary days 
Have brought my life so near its end. 

This , this , ^ hath ever been my friend! 

When cold misfortune’s blast has blown, 

To tjlis resource Pve instant flown, 

And in the pleasures of the pen, 

Regained my wonted ease again. 

When in prosperity I basked, 

And all was granted that I asked, 

No joys like thismj spirit foufcd, « 

To flee the silly turmoil round, 

With thee, oh’, implement renoWned! 

... [The Quill the emblem ef St. John the Evangelist.] 

St. Jehn, the man of^ Patmos, known, 

By that best name, the Saviour's swn t .' 
Found in his loneliest exile thii * 

The source 6f anmixed happiness. 



* 0 * 
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Thro* this, his inspiration woke, 

By this, the wor<fs ofr God he spelts, 

Wrote down the language of the skies , 

And gave to us, its mysteries. 

What were the sounds the Exile heafrd,, 

Those trumps the.arch of heaven thftt.itirrsd. 
What were the visiqns of the throne, 

Those forms in white, that golden cfowgi, 

But for tht y?«nthat Jrrote them. do^ i. 


s 

[John Banyan andh! a QnMl in Brtattord JsttiJ 

And there Yfss ope far humbler,, uwmed 
John Bunjan, scorned, imprisoned, shamed, 
For twelve long years debarred the light 
For thinking well and doing right ; 

Tet from that jail such light eame -forth 
As God has rarely given to earth. ' 

His quill was nibbed with wondrous grace ! 
The heart to rend, the soul to trace,— 

No other page of man can move 
The heart like that poor Dreamer’s roYe. 

Blest for John Bunyari’s sake that cell 

Blest the rich thoughts, of heaYen that tell, 
And blest thk quill that traced them irell ! 


[An Incident in which & QuUl was made antartrumfcnt of <h*itisemcnt.T 

Onee on a dying bed there lay 
A Mother — tar beyond ^he sea : - *r 

Her only son ; a graceless youth, 

Lost to all honeaty and truth. 

She took the pen — a sudden strength 
Inspired her hand. She wrote- “ At length, 

M My Henry, you have broken my heatt, 

“ And now, permitted to depart, 

11 1 leave this last bequest, my son, 

4t Forgiving all that you have done ; . 

“I charge you turn at once fc* God, t 
“ 0r Ibi* w®Ak quill shall bjs a rod, 

“ To scourge you tilt your heart is bowed.” 


[The Qniil becameth s symbol of pesea, ] 

Winged with such fervor the bequest 
Sunk deeply in that erring breast — 
The quill his frightened fancy viewed. 
Emblem of his ingratitude : 

On every wind he heard her voice — 

In every shade he saw her face— 

The scales of folly from his eyei 
Fell, to reveal his hideous vice — 
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Until at length, chastened and ftofftfd, * 
He gate himself, his All, to Gbd. ■ ' 
The syren spelltben strengly brdke,' 
The quill no more his grief awoke* / [. 
But peace and pardoning" gtace it kpdkq. 


[Adam Ol&rke and hil waadirful QuHl.] 

One more example-*-’ tis of one 
Whose name and works to all are knojtfc. 

Two score and ten long years his pen 
Lightened God’s Scriptures unto men : 

Upon that altar he consigned 
The richest offerings of his mind. 

Wit, learning, thought, experience, 

The wealth of soul and wealth of sense. 

And when that 4ife-long task was done 
The quill that had such honor won 
» 1 He fondly kissed and laid aside, 

; ; Hescreforth to rest ; and if^on he died - 

Bequeathed it’ as, his fondest pride ! 

* [She QuBl as a suggestion of Divine smrrlUlancc,j 

Yet though to some this emblem brings 
Bright thoughts and cheerful on its Vingp, 

To some it is the brand of fear, 

The fate’s neleoUess Monitor. 

How many would start back with dread. 

If all they thought and all they said 
Were written where the world could see! 

Yet o’er them there’s a sleepless Eye, 

And there’s a Book and there’s a Pen 
Recording all the thoughts of men f 
Quill or Bivinity, what lines 
Of human guilt thy point enshrines', 

Of human slips and human sins ! 

[Tko Quill again aporittophtseA.] 

1 But whither tends' my busy brain V— 

r v Back to this working #orld again ! 

• r > Whose hand shall register the tale, 

Young man,, of all you've done so well f ‘ 
What, quttl despfribe the lesson* aairt, ’ ’ 5 i' t: 
Thpwhoner gained, tha speeches made! 

The twelvempnth’s gone, your labors o’er. 
Some will come, hitherward, no more,* — 

Is all acquired with so much thought 
And toil and care to be forgot ? 

Is teacher’s task and student’s load 
> To vanish like a summer cloud , v F 
And cold forgetfulness enshroud ? 


/ 
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Ho, no, ’.Ha writ upon Aw foart 
Who’s boroe to you the Teacher’s part ! 
The memory of your deed* will be 
To him tv fragrant memory: — 

Hit wparieit tasks will brighter seem 
When memory calls you back to him — 
Not one kind word or offering shows, 
Your Teacher has unnotioed gone. 

But His on record full and true, 

It honors him and honors you — 

Hit quiU was gratitude sincere, 

Hit papor was affection dear—- 
Eternity the tale will hear ! 

run*. 


Immortality. — In the mere conception of unlimited existence 
there is nothing more amazing than that of unlimited non-exist- 
ence ; there is no more mystery in the mind living forever in the 
future, than in its having been kept out of life through an eternity 
in the .past. The former is a negative* the latter a positive infin- 
itude. And tjh^ real, the authentic wonder, is the actual fact of 
the transition having been made from one to the other ; and it is 
far more incredible that, from not having been, we are, than that 
from actual being, we shall continue 1 to Martin. 


— As the world of matter is but the outer covering —the casket 
of the world of intellect — so is the Physical Masonry but the 
outer covering of Moral Masonry. The pearl lies within the 
casket — the precious meat within the shell ; so does Moral Ma- 
sonry lie within the aeroBic^ies which reach only the eye -and 
come in contact with. th f e sepses. Moral Masonry speaks to the 
heart. It has a language independent of all the languages of 
the earth, which m$iy be understood by Hindoo and Moore, by 
the Persian and'Turk, by African and American, by Tartar and 
European alike. If is the great symbolic tongue, whose words I 
may not repeat saVe in the honor-gtfat^ded Lodge. 


• ■ • ' / 

— In 1621 the Masonic Brethren in Providence, Rhode Island, 
used to hold weekly meetings .at ther Lodge rbotns for the express 
purpose of mutual improvement and instruction in Masonry. 
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c; ^ ■ ' ■ ' • ' . ■ 

' The Requisitions of Soundness and Mature Age. ■■ 

V e have not found so good a synopsis under these heads as 
that offered the Grand Lodge of Indiana by R. W. Brother 
Hazelrigg, and we insert it entire : 

The first written law we have on the^subject, is contained in 
the 5th article of the Gothic Constitution, adopted at York in 
926, and is in these words : 

“A candidate must be without blemish, and have the full and 
proper use of his limbs ; for a maimed man can do the Craft no 
good.”, ‘ * . 

The next enactment ie to be found in the Regulations of 1865, 
.undejvthp Grand-Mastership of the Earl of St. Albans, and is as 
follows: 

“ No person hereafter shall be: accepted a Free Mason but such 
as are of able body.” , , ; 

The next regulation is contained in the “ Ancient Charges at 
Making,” adopted in 1686, and, is as follows tr > 

“ That he that be made, be able in all degrees, that is, free-born, 
of- a good kindred, true, and no bondsman ; and that he have 
right limbs as a jnap ought to have.” f 

In the Charges approved in 1772, we have the following: 

“ No master should take an apprentice unless he has sufficient 
employment for hirji, and unless he be a perfect youth, having no 
maim or defect ip his body that may render him incapable of 
lear ping the art of. serving his Master’s lord, and of being made 
a. brother, ” &c. t 

the second edition of Anderson’s Constitutions, which was 
examined and ^pprqved by such’ Masons as Desaguliers, Cowpar, 
apd Payne, we find the following , , 

The men made Masons must be free-men (or no bond-men), 
sof mature, age and good report, hate find souncL } riOt deformtd 
or dismembered at the time of making.” • *, 

The Ahiman Rezon of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, 
published in 1785, and of South Carolina, published in 1807, 
adopts the rule -as, laid down ip the second edition of Anderson’s 
•Constitutions, . y 

In 1821, the Grand Lodge of Missouri unanimously . adopted a 
resolution ^requiring that candidates ! initiation should be 
^apund in, mind and all their members*” and at the. same time 
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declared that “ the Grand Lodge can not grant a letter of dis- 
pensation to initiate any person maimed, disabled, or wanting the 
qualifications established by ancient usage.” 

In 1848, the Grand Lodge of Mrfbyland adopted a resolution 
requiring their Subordinates, in the initiation of candidates, to 
adhere to the ancient law, which says, “ He shaUbe qf entire 
limbs” 

* In 1849, the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of New Jersey, 
in his Address, enforces the same rule. And the Grand Lodges 
of New York, Ohio, Alabama; Kentucky, Tennessee, Georgia, 
North Carolina, Florida, Arkansas, District of; Columbia, and ail 
our sister Grand Lodges, so far as the Committee have any 
knowledge of their action on'the subject, haVe, in substance; the 
same rule as the 79th and 8Dfh ’Rules of out* 1 own J (3rand Lodge. 

And we have no knowledge of any differently brprested opin- 
ion, except by a committee of the Grand Lodge of Mississippi. 
They adopted as the basis of their % opinion, tM That the world has 
changed, and Masonry has changed.” That the world has 
Changed is doubtless true, but tbat Masonry has changed is 
doubtless false. The supposed change of our institution from an 
entirely operative to entirely speculative character, is a supposi- 
tion that has no foundation either in history or tradition. Let 
the world change,; let other institutions, with their peculiar usages 
and objects, grow up and live their brief hour and die, but lay 
not violent hands upon our vendible Order. _ 

It may seem hard that one so tinforttfrmte as to be without an 
arm or a leg, or not to have the proper* use of them, should be 
excluded. J3nt there is no greater hardship ill his case thati in 
that of his mother, wife, sister, or daughter; they -are excluded 
by the same unvarying rnle, but without a murmur they submit. 
A man without a leg or an arm, or the proper use of them, may' 
be otherwise worthy, but can not be “ well qualified.” 

That universal language by which Masons make themeefvee 
known to each other, by evidences as invaluable as life itself, and 
by which the savage, the Arab, the Dane, the Chinese, German, 
Irishman, Frenchman, Spaniard, Italian, and Englishman, can all 
meet upon the same common plain of Masonic friendship, and 
feel, and know, that besides the common tie Of humanity, there 
are obligations of a stronger nature, that induce them to stand 
by, relieve, and befriend each other, can only be spoken in that 
language that is known to every creed, clime^ and ; Country imder 
heaven, but to Masonry only. 1 ’ \ r , ‘ 1 

On the subject of age, the Ancient Regulattofcft are less definite, 
expressing no uniform number'of years at the expiration Of Which 
a candidate may apply for admission. The language usdd at an 
early date was, “That he must be of mature and disereet age.” 
The usages of the Craft have varied iii different 5 bduntriea as to 
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the construction of the time when thi* maturity or discretion is 
supposed to arrive; 

The 6th of the Regulations adopted in 1163, prescribes that 
44 Jfo person 'shall be accepted! unless he be twenty-one years old 
or more.’’ At Frankforkon-tha-Main^th-e age required is twenty. 
The Lodge of Switzerland fixes the age at twenty-one. The 
Grand' Lodge of Hahover prescribe! the age of twenty-five, but 
permits the. son of a Mason to be admitted at eighteen. The 
Grand Lodge of Hamburg. (deems*" that the lawful age» for initia- 
tion shaH be that in which* the laws of the* country fixes to be the 
age of majority. The Grand Orient of France requires the can- 
didate to be twenty-one*, except in cases where the Provincial 
Grand Master has granted a dispensation for an Earlier age. In 
Ireland, the candidate must be twenty-one* years old, unless a 
dispensation has been granted by the Grand Master or Grand 
Lodgs. In the United States, the rule adopted by the Grand 
Lodg£ of Hamburgh has been universally adopted, and the civil 
law fixing the age of majority ot twenty-one years, there is no 
Grand Lodge that permits a candidate to be initiated under that 
age; and so 'universal, and uniform has that rale^becn that it 
would seem to be a matter of astonishment that* any Lodge should 
violate it. . 


, — It is hard to takc'to heart the lesson that Death teaches, but 
let, no man reject it, for it is one that all must learn, and is a 
mighty universal truth. When Death ^strikes down the virtuous 
and good, for every form from which lie lets the panting spirit free, 
a hundred virtues rise, in shapes of mercy, charity and love, to 
walk the world and bless it with their light. Of every tear that 
sorrowing mortals shed over such departed, some good is born, 
some gentler nature comes. In the Destroyer’s steps there spring 
up bright creations that defy his poWer, and his dark path be- 
comes a way of light to Heaven. 


Regulations. — Without such regulations as Solomon had de- 
vised for the government of his servants, without such artificers 
and a superior wisdom overruling the whole, we should be at a 
loss to account for the beginning, carrying on and finishing that 
great work in the space of seven years and six months, when the 
two succeeding temples, though much inferior, employed so much 
more time; and then we have good" authority to beKvh that the 
temple of Diana, at Ephesus, a structure not comparable to the 
Temple of < Jerasalem^vWtw two hundred and twenty years in 
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Morris’ Masonic Odes and Poems. 


This recent publication has called out encomiums from the en- 
tire Masonic press,(by which term we mean thp Masonic Monthly , 
the National Dreemason y and the N. Y. Widely Dispatch . If 
there is any other Masonic periodical in the country we would 
thank our friends to send us a sample). 

Bro. Simons of the Dispatch , says of it: 

Bro. Rob Morris has just issued from the press a volume of his 
poetical writings, comprising some of his older and better known 
compositions, with many that have never before been published. 
As a writer of prose, Bro. Morris has an established , reputation, 
not only for force and elegance of diction, but for versatility and 
readiness rarely equalled. But we sometimes think that if he had 
written for fame and not for bread, it were better he had been 
known to the Craft only through his lyrical pieces, for his talent 
in that direction would enable him to say, “ Let me make the 
songs of Masonry and I care not who makes its laws.” His piece 
entitled “ The Level and the Square” became immensely popular 
from the very moment of its publication, and found its way to the 
great heart of Masonry as only the inspirations of true genius 
can do. At the banquet given to the General Grand Chapter 
and Encampment at Hartford, in 1856, it was read by Sir Henry 
C. Demining with a pathos that found an echo in the heart of 
every hearer, and with an oratorical effect we never expect to 
hear again. That reading stamped it with the seal of approba- 
tion and made for its author a jilace in the temple of fame. Thou- 
sands upon thousands of copies have since been circulated, but 
it never fails to awaken the emotions of the brethren when re- 
peated in their hearing. 41 Nunc Dimittis portraying the last 
farewell of the faithful Mason; 44 The Pilgrim’s Horne,” describing 
the burial of the dead ; 44 Pledge to a Dying Brother,” are mourn- 
fully appropriate and touching; “The Freemason’s Home,” 
“Leaning Toward Each Other,” and 44 To Masons Everywhere,” 
are in a livelier strain; “The Master of the Upright Heart,” 
44 High XII,” “ One Hour With Yoii,” and in fact all tfce poems 
are gems that do credit to Masonic literature and raise i,t above 
the trashy doggerel that used to greet- us as Masonic and 

odes. a” 

The mechanical execution of the work is all that could be de- 
sired, and forms a worthy casket for the varied contents* Macoy 
and Nickels areithe publishers. ■, 

Bro. McMurdy of the National Freemason^ is very fiatUriug 
in his notice, and the Masonic Monthly it not behind in praising 
vhe work." Thanks, Brethren, lor your courtesy. * 
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On the Admission of Candidates. 


The operative Mason in erecting his temporal building is eare- 
ful to sslect proper materials — upon this depends the durability 
of the edifice. 

The irregular conduct of some of its members has long been 
urged aS an objection to the Institution, but it will be remembered 
that among the various societies instituted among men, few are 
exempt from censure. Their regulations have seldom operated 
so powerfully as to promote that sincere attachment to the wel- 
fare and prosperity of each other which constitutes true happi- 
ness. This may be ascribed to various causes, among others, to 
the reprehensible motives which too frequently lead men to a par- 
ticipation of social entertainments. It is a truth which can not 
be denied, that the privileges of Masonry have been conferred to 
unworthy purposes. When we consider the variety of member* 
of which the Masonic society is composed, and how many are 
deficient in a proper knowledge of the tenets and principles of 
the Institution, tve can not wonder that many are remarked for 
irregular lives. Many, when their curiosity is gratified by initia- 
tion, think every thing is attained, and give themselves no further 
trouble than to obtain the decoration of the Order. They neg- 
lect the study of those sublime and important truths which form 
its basis, and remain perfectly ignorant of the principles of thp 
art.. From such persons it can not be expected that they will pay 
much attention to the observance of duties which they perceive 
openly violated by their own initiation. 

The character of the Masonic Institution is not now to be 
formed ; its active operation through a succession of ages in the 
aid of civilization, -of the development of moral principles, of the 
introduction of the arts, of the cultivation of the sciences; in 
line, of whatever has ameliorated the eondition of mane-on 
these are founded its high character, and these form its claims te 
our veneration and our best exertions to preserve it unimpaired. 

In order to do this, our first business should be extreme caution 
in determining to whom this important trust is to be committed. 
All societies lose their influence when the management of their 
concerns is entrusted to weak or wicked hands. Let him who is 
desirous of becoming one of our Order have the important requi- 
site of fi pure heart. Without this he can neither bring the ac- 
ceptable sacrifice of holy affections to the altar of God, or devote 
himself to vhe duties of charity in his intercourse with man. 
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By a recurrence to the objects of our Association * ve can not 
misunderstand what qualifications are necessary in order that any 
one should become a candidate for initiation. Riches and honor 
are but secondary qualifications. ^ man may possess all these, 
yet he may possess a mean and selfish temper, sordid and con- 
tracted feelings, and indefinite views of moral principles. How- 
ever, our interests and prejudices, as men, may bias our feelings, 
as Masons, we should say to him when he approaches onr thres- 
hold, 44 thus far shalr. thpu cOme but no farther.” Can w« hope 
that the ceremonies of initiation will renovate liis heart and feel- 
ings. The ceremony of initiation can never efface the pollutions 
of licentiousness, or the stains of guilt, arid he who, in ftie ordi- 
nary waits of life, exhibits the debasing effects of malignant 
passions, will not, on Ins admission, receive the amiable temper 
of charity. Masonry does not propose to create affections, but 
direct them and present new motives to the heart already enlisted 
on the side of virtue. 

The facility with which our dftora have been opened to those 
who seek admission, is not only a subject of regret to many of 
the mqst zealous supperterR of the Institution, but has occasioned 
reproaches from those w ho are not of our number, and has, no 
doubt, prevented many from participating in itri benefits. Too 
many Lodges seem to' think that numbers alone constitute the 
respectability of the sooiety. If a man of indifferent character 
and reputation gain admission, his neighbor will look upon the 
association at least with suspicion, and probably will acquire prej- 
udices which will never be effaced. Thus, particular instances of 
irregularity create disaffection to the Institution, and however 
erroneous the impression, it will be of no avail to explain its pro- 
fessed objects when at variance with practice. This always occa- 
sions a humiliating application of these words: 44 By their fruit 
shall ye know them.” It is in vain to attempt disguising irregu- 
larities which too often render ineffectual the good purposes of 
the Institution. It is expected of Masons that they will live moral 
and sober lives. If they do this, they have the reward which ev- 
ery good man feels from the consciousness of rectitude, the 
steady confidence of their Brethren and the hope that at the con- 
summation of their work, it will be said to them, 44 well done, 
good and faithful servants.”— Tamuhitt. 


, — The 44 Acadeinie” at Paris has offered a prize of four hun- 
dred dollars for the best' Essay on the origin of the Phoenician 
Alphabet. The whole archeology of that wonderful nation is 
connected with that of Masonry to an extent which renders it a 
aubject of prime importance to the Masonic student. 
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Our Brothers in the Rebel Prisons. 


BY RGB MORRIS. 

4 

[Brethren on their return, after being exchanged, have much 
to say jof the comfort derived from Masonic associations and 
sympathy- during their incarceration. It is a proper custom in 
otir lodge meetings always to name “ our brothers in rebel prh 
soijfc*;” ^ ie Chaplain should remember them in his prayers; nt 
■the banquets of the Craft their names should be toasted with full 
honor*, and no opportunities to communicate sympathy and /lid 
to them should be neglected.] 

Pining in the prison-cell 

1 Those we cherished long and well — 

Brothers of the mystic Light, 

In the dungeon’* gloom to-night — ^ 

, . , Brothers of the perfect Square, 

t'n the damp ground, cold and bare — . ■ *■ 

Far from home and hope removed 
Fra tors fondly, truly loved. 

' Prisoners, as they sadly muse, - 

' ’ r Do they ever think of us? 

, , Do the memories of the tie, 

Worcn strong by Masonry, 

Enter in the dungeon’s gloojn, 

Bearing thoughts of Masons’ home , 

1 Masons’ sonrj and Masons’ light t • 

Is it so with them to-night? • ■ ^ 

Wo e«n almost hear the sigh, 

And the groan of die reply : — j 

“ Memories of my mystic joy.-, 

Sweet illusions of my cell. 

, Emblems prized and pondered well, ■ 

Words of sweetest, sunniest cheer, 

. ; Signs expressing all that’s dear 1” „ . ^ 

While we then, be our prayer* 

Fervent for the prisoner ; 

While we siny, oh let the note 

Name the abgefit, not forgot ; " 1 1 - 

While at hours of noon we join, >' 

To their memory give the wine; 

And tin* toast we prize the best— 

“ Captives, soon to be released !’’ 1 - v 

3- Tdl, 11. -NO. XI. 
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Eavesdropping. 


Aii incident has recently occurred. t%:it elegantly illustrates the 
meaning of the ancient Masonic term “ Eavesdropper.” Oar 
Lodge meets next dooV to a doggery, and the dogs* annoy us % 
gooa deal while we are at work. The liquor sold there, I sup- 
pose, contains a large proportion of emetic, and the favorite plac*> 
tor delivering their over-rharged stomachs, not consciences, i* 
right under the window behind the Worshipful Master. This 
has become quite insufferable to us Masons. A few nights ago, 

• just in the nick of our most solemn 'ceremonial, a couple of drop- 
sical wretches commenced their retching and changed our mourn- 
ing instantaneously into laughter — for you know, oh sapient - 
Editor, that there is but one step from the sublime to the ridicul- 
ous. 

' Besides that, there is a gang of them who are eternally stand- 
ing round the house listening and swallowing what they hear.. 
They don’t keep wlTat they hear a secret either — on the contrary, 
they go off and tell everybody how many raps we make for each 
degree, etc., etc., with an accuracy that excites the popular ad- 
miration. One of them, in fact, overheard our Master declare 
one night what is the first lesson we an* taught* in Masonry : 
and so generally did he promulgate the doctrine, that a Hard- 
Shell Baptist * Preacher, a half-brother of old Deacon Mowth- 
phoole,* preached it in his very next sarment y aftd n very good 
preach it was — the best ever he preached. 

But these things annoy its. People don’t like to* be spied over^ 
We got so timid about it that instead of raps the officers gave 
taps, their lectures were delivered in whispers and the whole 
ceremonies of the Lodge were done on tiptoe, /more like a gang 
of cats hunting mice than like thirty-two stout Masons teaching 
morality. Bat we dared the meat at last without saltpetre ! 

At our last meeting, the Tyler, who is also Steward, who is 
also Senior .Joker of the Lodge, had emptied all the spittoons 
into an old bucket, and a* we chew tonacco by the handful, there 
was a generous collection of the juice. This was carefully pre- 
served for use as we shall see. A few of us. had got together a 
little before the timfcof meeting and commenced hammering with 
the gavels like a parcel of spirit-rappers. This soon called out 
the spirit-dr£n£er$, and, in a few minutes, it was announced In 
our spies on the roof that three of them wore exactly under the 

♦See Lights aud Shadows of Frcomasonrv in article Stone Sqnarers’' Lodge--- 

Ed. Ax. Fr. 
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window. This was the signal: The bucket was carefully tilted 
over the window-aill, and its contents so nicely spilled as not a 
precious drop was wasted — the whole ran down upon their beards, 
even Aarons* beards, and \Vent down to the skirts of their gar- 
ments.* ' 

Direful .was the screech followe d Ambler is a corrective of 
>ore eyes, but, insinuated under the lids of sound ones, it hurls. 
Tobacco juice is a good yellow dye, but quite ruins white cot- 
tonade breeches. It kills varmints , in the hair, but then you 
must rub it on moderately else the remedy is worse than the dis- 
ease. An this case, all its evils were evidently without any of it* 
benefits. r 

This has excited a good deal of feeling in this community. 
While one portion are impudent enough to say we did it on pur- 
pose, another portion declares it is good enough for them if we 
did. For my part, I would like to know if the Steward has not 
aright to empty his buckets whenever he pleases? At all events 
we understand now better than we did when you lectured ns rh<* 
real meaning of the word “ Eavesdropper !” 


The Sussex Elegy. 


[Wfrilten on tiie death of his late Koval Highness the Duke of 
Sussex, ifec., Grand Master of the Free Masonic Order hi Eng- 
land. The words are by Bro. Hercules Ellis. Music, from Lyra 
Xasonica, by Dr. J. Smith.] 

binger no rtfjccs in our Island homo 
Which Sussex, hy his virtues, long adorned, 

Xo raise the grateful song above his tomb 

And praise our Prince so loved, so deeply, mourned ? . 

Ye Masons, whom he led so long and well, 

Yc sons of science^whom his goodness raised, 

' Widows and orphans fed by him, oh tell, , 

How shall, your patron worthily be praised * J 

Liis kindness, truth, his worth and wide spread fame. 

Oh voids are vain when breasts with grief" a re riven — 

But write upon your htnrts hie deeds .-yid name 

And Jet them shine a* gta ra in memory’s heaven. ■, 

Yc? loved hint fqr the love that was his life. 

The gentleness that ro.upd his glory grew, 

And as he parted from the world’s dark strife 
Kr II o’er his spirit soft as evening dew. 


>^This joke would appear Jm then irreverent, but |otf n t^<on given privately 
hj, aur correspondent, .which, Un. reader must giu*?^ at. 
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Bully Bone. 

Various country correspondents who liuye been entertained by 
a certain erratic and eccentric character with the burlesque song 
of “Bully Bone,” have 'desired us to give the authorship of that, 
celebrated “ poem.’ 7 Some have even gone so far as to ask its 
insertion entire! As to the latter request we can trtily excuse* 
ourselves upon the plea of “a pressure upon our columns” which 
is the stereotyped apology, we believe, in such cases. The history 
of the song as we heard it, is certainly romantic, and as we never 
saw it in print, we will proceed to givo it, only premising that 
there are some souls sufficiently skeptical. to express doubts in re- 
gard to the whole inattei. Nay, it has been broadly intimated 
that the whole is a modern invention. But this xct can never be- 
lieve. The marks of antiquity are indubitable upon it, and those 4 
who, like us, believe in the “Ancient and Accepted,” “ The Egypt- 
ian,” and “The Fenuondale” Bites, will never be shaken in our 
faith by the doubts of skeptics, who would even throw uncertainty 
upon the story of “ 'I’obit and his Dorg.” 

The story of “ Bully Bone” then, as communicated to ns, is 
briefly this: “A certain distinguished German traveler, a sprig ot 
the nobility, Munchausen by name, and a Baron of the Empire by 
descent, traveling in Asia Minor, in the years 1858-9, visited the 
ancient 6 Tadmor-in the- Wilderness’ of Solomon, afterwards styled 
Palmyra.* Delving among the ruins, which for miles adorn the 
desert, he came across a roll which, on being opened with care, 
was found to be of beaten gold, and covered with mystic charac- 
ters arranged in the form of a 6 pome.’ The Baron took this to 
Germany and pbaced it in the care of the 'wisest 6 Professors’ of 
Teutonia, who, after an infinitude of trouble deciphered it. To 
the Baron’s delight it proved to be a Masonic song, concerning 
the initiation of one 6 Bullahbone, 5 pronounced in our vernacular, 

6 Bully Bone,’ and the similarity of the rites of that period with 
those practiced in this city, is too remarkable to escaps notice. It 
is indeed a proof of Masonic antiquity of the first water. It is 
^aid that when the renowned 6 Chief* Conservator’ first heard it, 
he cried out in the expressive language of the ancients , 6 Eureka,' 
and that he rested not by day or night, until he bad 6 memorized' 
the entire ‘pome,’ which he has even been known to sing some- 
times.” 

But the most singular feature about this truly great discovery 
is the fact of its being accompanied with numerical cJAracters 
which correspond precisely with the modern tune of 66 Rally 
round the Flag, boys;” all this giving evidence that many of our 
pretended modern discoveries are but a sham. 

This squib, extracted from the N. Y. Sunday Despatch , is of 
the sort we like. Such pleasant passages at arms characterize the 
good nature of the editor, and make his columns acceptable to all. 


Digitized by LiOOQle 



*1 


An Old Masonic Song . — The HeimsJcringla . 


An Old Masonic Song. 


Hark, we hear the Warden’* call. 
Melons, to your sport* away, 

Jofti the banquet in the Hall, 

Give your hearts a holiday. 

When around the festive bowl, 

We delight in song apd glee. 

Gay and open is the soul 

When it feels secure and free. 

Joyous as the jest goe* round, 

Taunt nor gibe can Masons fear. 
None by sacred pleasures found. 
Prate again bf what they hear. 

When we toast the fair we prize, 

Not a tongue shall slander tell, 

> Mason’* hearts, by honor’s tie*. 
Guard the sex they love so well. 

\ Though we fill our glasses high, 

Peeling still shall warm the breast. 
We've not left the poor man dry, ' 
So the cheerful cup i9 blest. 


The HeimBkringla. 


BY BOB MOERI8, LI.. D. 


[This i* a Swediih word, denoting the world-circle. Like the French ex 
pression Le foyer Maccmnique it is happily applied to Masonry.] 

Heimskringla, world-circle, 

The sacred, the vast, — 

The present and future 
• Eulinked with the past — 

Great girdle fraternal 
That bindeth the earth, 

Whose strands are all spirits 
Of Yirtuc and worth — 

Thy name is Freemasonry, cherished and blest, 

And thy light from the east ever tends to the west. 

« — Matonie Monthly . 
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Masonic Constitutions. 


77<f’ Constitutions of the t Freemasons, containing the History , 
Charges , Regulation, % die., of the most Ancient and Right Wor- 
shipful Fraternity for the use of Lodge s. London: Printed 
by Win. Hunter for John Seuex, at the Globe, and John Hooke , 
nfc the Fleur-de-luee, over against St. Dunstan’s Church, in Fleet 
>ireel, in the year of Masonry, ;>723 ; Anno Domini, 172S. 
Quarto, pp. vi, 91. , / 

This is the celebrated and world-renowned first edition of the 
Hook of Constitutions, published by order of the Grand Lodge 
of England, and known as Anderson’s Book of Constitutions, 
from the fact that it was compiled and arranged by him in its 
present form under, the direction of the Grand Lodge. This is 
;m extremely rare edition, and very valuable from the fact that it 
is an undisputed authority on all points of Masonic law and usage 
of which it treats. It was the first book on Masonry ever ji printed. 
The approbation of the Grand Lodge will be found at page 73 of 
this book, and concludes as follows : “ And we ordain that these 
be received in every particular Lodge under our cognizance, as 
the only Constitutions of Free and Accepted Masons amongst us, 
to be read at the making of new Brethren , or when the Master 
shall think fit: and which the new Brethren should peruse before 
they ^re made.” , 

Philip, Duke of Whaton, Grand Master; J. T. Desaguliers, 
LL. D., <fcc., Depufy G. M. ; and the Grand Wardens, and the 
Masters and Wardens of twenty Lodges. 

The Book is divided as follows: 1st. Dedication to his Grace, 
the Duke of Montague. 2d. A history of Freemasonry through- 
out the world, from Adam down to the revival of Masonry in 
England in 1717. 3d. The charges of Freemasons, &c. 4tlu 

General Regulations and postscript on the manner of constituting 
a new Lodge. 5th. Approbation. 6th. A collection of Masonic 
songs ; the celebrated Entered Apprentice’s song, and two or 
three others set to music. 

Anderson’s Book of Constitutions is the parent stock from 
which has sprung all the Masonic Monitors, Manuals, and Ahiman 
Rezons that have inundated the Masonic world during the last 
one huudred years. It has been translated into many of the 
languages of Europe, and has passed through numerous editions, 
which will be found in their prooer places in this catalogue. — 
K T. Corson. 

X 
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The Twelve Grand Points of Masonry. , 

Our aucient Brethren, especially tliose of the last century, were 
more anxious to refer the Masonic Institution to a Scriptural 
origin, than we' seem to be at present. So many societies have 
sprung up within the last forty years, whose father and mother 
we know, that many who dearly love Freemasonry as a moral 
and humane association, have only ranked Masoury as the best 
of the multitude, and faiL in paying the respect due it as a divine 
art. We rimy venture to assert that their regard for the society 
of their choice would be tenfold increased, were they to be in- 
troduced to the family of its adoption — the facts and analogies of 
Holy Writ. There is a force, a peculiar beauty, an extraordinary 
charm, we may say, in reading the Bible with the glass of a well- 
informed Mason. , Every paragraph lias light and wisdom pecu- 
liar to this powerful and unerring leus ; while, in its general con- 
nection, it is cemented into a vastly stronger pile than it could be 
by other means. 

Among the Scriptural analogies that our Brethren of the last 
century principally admired, was the one that harmonized the 
names and characters of the twelve Sons of Jacob, with the 
twelve principal portions of the Entered Apprentice’s degree. 
We draw from Oliver’s Landmarks. The opening of the Lodge 
was referred to 1 Reuben, who was said to be the chief of his 
father’s strength, his, first born, the beginning of his honors. The 
preparation of the candidate was applicable to Simeon , who, it 
is said, prepared the instruments of destruction for the barbarous 
slaughter of the Sheckemites. Levi harmonized with the report, 
inasmuch as the Levites were to be tl^e communication between 
the nation and its Divine Head. The entra^e into the Lodge 
was symbolized by Judah , who was first of the tribes to enter 
across Jordan’s channel into the promised land. The prayer 
•with which the second ceremonial opens, alludes to Zebulon, for 
whom his father, Jacob, besought of God peculiar blessings. 
The circuit is represented by Issachcr , who, as an indolent, 
thriftless tribe, stood always in need of a conductor and guide.' 
.The advance to the pedestal is represented by Dan , who was at 
all times remarkably prone to advance to idolatry. God instructs 
us in the obligation, seeing that Jephthah, whose oath with pen- 
alty is recorded, in the eleventh chapter of Judges, was pf that 
tribe. The revelation tuay be joined to Asher, to whom, by 
his fathers words, was revealed a royal heritage. Naphtali calls 
the clothing to mind, which is the badge of freedom, for his 
• allotment by Moses was peculiarly free. The placing of the 
candidate will apply to Joseph , whose two sons’ heritage was 
placed in a conspicuous part of Canaan. The closing of the 
•Ledge alludes to Benyamin , who was the l^st of the sons and the 
v.rioting of his father’s strength. 
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Zibe*. . \ 


LINES. 

[Dedicated to K. W. David W. Thomson, Past Grand Lecture? of Illinois. \ 


To you and your*, dear friend, a line; 
Wo, sufferers from cold fortune's blast 
Are not deprived by Fate Ditine 
Of sympathy and kindred taste ; , 

No; man his poor contempt may cast 
And aten spurn us from hi* door, 

We’ll make each other’s lot more blest, 
Each other's welfare seek the more ! 


Vcu to your Joying partner true, 

I to my faithful mate sincere, 

May see in each domestic Yiew 
A little glimpit celestial here 
Our children rising year by year 
Will give their parents filial aid, * 
And lend their tribute of a tear 
When we in mother earth are laid. 


What more than that can mammon boast? 
Can gold give happiness? ’tis dross! 

Oh, what a spirit-troubled host 
Have found its g$ins are but a loss ! 

It shall no longer trouble us. 

Dear friend, that we must lovely ’wait, — 
‘Twill be the easier to pass, 

When God command*, the Narrow (rate. 


Then hand-in-hand conjoined, let s vow 
With patience to abide the end; 

And ever interchange, at now, 

The confidences of a friend j 
When lowly at Thi Shrih* we bend,. 
Or in tho world’s great tumult join, ’ 

A loving thought we’ll often send, 

From thee to me, from mine to thine 
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EDITORIAL CHIT-CHAT, TIDINGS & INTELLIGENCE. 


[Tliis department., to whicti we shall give, the present year, a large epee#, 
if made of extracts from our daily correspondence, replies to queries, tnrt 
brief notes of a literary and general character. ] 


— An individual, in every way worthy, has received the first 
degree in our Lodge; made application for the secona ; passed a 
satisfactory examination in open Lodge; is scealotit and true — hi* 
Conduct being in every way unimpeachable and accordant with 
.Masonic precepts — now is it right to black-ball this Brother, with- 
out even a charge preferred against him? The threshold is the- 
place that ought to be strictly guarded — those who are worthy to 
enter there, are they not worthy to advance further? 

This Brother has fallen into a common error upon this subject, 
and though we might cite him, by way of reply, to what we have 
written in previous numbers under this head, yet his clear and 
explicit manner of presenting the point, tempts us to approach it 
from another direction. We suggest then, that .he and other* 
may be mistaken in their ephiion of the individual in question. 
One or two members of the Lodge may know him to be unfit (for 
mental, moral, or physical reasons) for the second degree, and 
therefore prevent his advancement. It is not often that a fnan is 
rejected unless there is some defect in him, open or concealed. 

But taking our correspondent’s own view of the matter, sup- 
pose he is one of those perfect characters who have done no 
wrong — what then ? His rejection only shows that there is one 
or more members of the Lodge who are unwilling to associate,- 
Masonicalty, with such a paragon, and his rejection is as much a 
compliment to himself, as it is satisfactory to the objector. For 
surely no one would wish to link himself the living to the dead ? 

But a charge should. be preferred, insists our correspondent. 
We ask how could a charge be preferred in such a case? Sup 
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pbse a member of your Lodge is unwilling to associate, Masoni- 
cally, with the applicant, merely because\>f dissimilarity of char- 
acter, or pursuits, or habits, or thinking, e,tc., what grounds are 
those for a charge ? As well punish a hotel keeper for declining 
to receive an applicant on board, or a young lady for rejecting 
the addresses of one whom, she can not love. 

Hut we anticipate* the objection from our correspondent, that 
men evil-hearted enough to object to applicant* because they are 
good, should not be allowed to remain in the Order. We reply, 
if men of that stamp are taken into the Order, knowing their 
proclivities, their standing could scarcely be impeached on those 
grounds. 

$ 

— Thomas J. Turner Lodge, No. 409, Illinois, gave a collation 
-in honor of its reception into the family of “ Chartered Lodges,** 
at the Briggs* House, Chicago, Oct. 18, 1864. From Bro. D. A. 
Cashman, we learn that it was made up of the Masters and War- 
dens of Blaney, Dearborn, Ashlar, Oriental, William B. Warren* 
Wabansia, and Blair Lodges, and was a graud success. Would 
we had been there to sse ! 

— We have been the gratified recipient />f very many phot**- 
graphs since our last notice under this head, and are truly grate- 
ful to our brethren for their giving us the means of seeing them 
face to face. Hundreds, yes, thousands of similar testimonials of 
remembrance might, in like manner, be furnished' us without wea- 
rying our sens© of sight or over-crowding our albums. 

— Bro. D. McDonald, of Plymouth, Indiaua, who has a very 
happy gift of music, has composed a capital fnelody to our lines. 
“Leaning Towards Each Other.’* We have urged him to pub- 
lish the pieee, assured that genuiyu lovers of music would be 
benefited thereby. 

— Major-General Biniey received Masonic honors at bis obse- 
quies in Philadelphia, Pa., October 21st, 1864; he was a member 

of Franklin Lodge, No. i a.4, Pa. 

a ' ■ *“ 

—Brother Samuel C. Hodgeman, of (jlimax, Mich., gives us a 
photographic view of the Lodge hnll lately- erected by ‘the Craft. 

t 
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that place. It is a modest and most appropriate edifice and 
ieoku jus if no sojourning Mason could possibly pas* by it without 
sailing to see whether the brethren are puepared to welcome and 
acoommodate visiting brethren. 

-—The following lines, .addressed to the portrait of a deceased * 
o*dy philcl, will, perhap* be acceptable to more than one mourn- 
ing mother whe^e treasure is thus “ laid up above.” 

Sweet ohild, how plsialy in those ey*s 
Appears the light of lore, 

That reddens up these lower skies, 

. And paints the home abore l 
How lightly on that blooming cheek 
e The tinge of Eden blows ! 

Those lips — they almost more to speak 
The words the parent knows. 


And thou art gone ; my weary feet 
To this kind home return, 

And gracious lip* ray coming greet 
But “ b*by love” is gone ; 

Smile on, sweet girl, for where thou ari, 
Is one unchanging song, 

And we will hope, dear gentle heart, 

To share that amile ere-long. 


— General Orders No. Si, of the Nswbern post, creates a trus- 
teeship and turns over to A. A. Riqe, J. B. Knox and W. L. Cro- 
well, all the Masonic buildings and gropirty in the conquered 
district of North Carolina. Such property is to be protected and 
kept intact until the rebellion is emshed, when it will be returned 
to the fraternity iu eaoh locality. 


— Bro. F. Busier, Suliivau,- lrnl.. writes, u Our lodge i* doing a* 
steady £nd sale business.” This is the report frqm all parts of 
Indiana. 

—Bro. Rev. Win. D. Bridge, of Chester, Mass., writes: “ Con- 
sider me as a perpetual subscriber to the Voice. Enjoying it in 
the past prompts me to desire its light again. We need such a 
good magazine to^ stir us from our lethargy and make us good 
men and Mason*.” * r * 

• I 
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— We learn that Pacific Lodge, No. 400* at Knoxville, Ilia., » 
newly organized body, has already some 40 members, and 4a at- 
• tain in g to a high degree of prosperity. * i 

— You Bay: “These men will blush with shaine a few years 
hence at what they have written.” Probably “ a few years hence” 
they will be demitted Masons. Where are the slanderers of ten 
years ago? All demitted, masonicsdly dead. 

—The conjugal affections are not so often sung as the paternal 
and fraternal, yet they are the source of our greatest happiness. 
The following lines, addressed by a husband to his wife upon the 
l'Kh anniversary of their marriage, have never before been pub- 
lished: r 1 ^ * 

t 4 

. ’Twas long ago, one bright Mayday, 

Our loving hearts wero bound in one, 
f And still, through all life’s thorny war, 

That loving tie is not undone. 

Though friends grew cold, and fortune sad, 

Our hearts the closer, fonder grew ; 

No lore we craved, no love^ we had. 

Save yours to me and mine to you. 

And one by one a darling band, 

Sprung up with iniiles to bless our love; 

Oh, how each babe from heavenly land, 

Brought us that joy that’s felt above. 

Death came and Buatched one darling flower, 

Alas, thet dark, unhappy day, 

Hie loss but knit our hearts the more, 

And taught us how to hope and pray. 

Tam Samson’s Ei/bgt, by Burns. — This eccentric, but delight- 
ful poet, hearing one of his old cronies expressing the fear that 
he should not be able to enjoy another season of life, seeing that> 
old age and sickness were upon him, sat down inst£nter and 
penned the Elegy, of which the following is one of the verses, in 
anticipation of the event. It proved a source of pleasure to Sam- 
son, as well as te all who have read it : * 

The brethren of the mystic leva! 

, May hing their heads in wofu’ bevel. 

While by the no°e their tear* wi It revel 

Like ony bead — ' ■ * 

Death’s gien the Lodge an unco devel — 

Tam Samson's dead. 
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In Mbmoriam. — IF. M. Bums, IF £>. , of Concord, Ky . Bqrn 
^tuyusi 14, 1817. Died Oct. 1, 1864. 

Hundreds who read this simple notice will yield th& tribute of 
a. tear to one whom ail loved; but none better than the writer. 
I-Iis name is interwoven with all our Masonic memories of the 
past ten years, and our own pathway seems more lonely now 
that Brother Burns has gone. We copy the eulogy paid him by 
his neighbors, every word being iust and true: 1 . ' 

“ The deceased was a man of marked and peculiar cfiiiHtcter, 
accurately combining a most refined arid delicate sensibility, with 
.i severely cultivated and classic taste, over all of which presided 
a WOrrfanly modesty, and beautiful gentleness, and amiability, that 
won for him the ^dmiration and esteem of all who knew him. 
His professional career was distinguished in its ‘merit by a due 
reward, ana the charities, Samaritan-like, strewed on his path wav 
to success. 

“Perhaps, by a long residence in the community where he died, 
the brightest comment on his character would be formed in the 
eimplc fact that no unkind word ever fell from his lips, to linger 
in the memory of any one, or mar the tribute of adjust sorrow at 
his tomb. Bis death' was sudden and unexpected ; it came to 
him noiselessly, like a shadow shading the sun and sinking into 
the depths of night. It was a fitting departure from life of such 
a man; it wa£ & lair type of himself, when quietly he slumbered 
from ^ world of strife, to awake in the realms of eternal repose 
and peace. A.” 

— We find in a late Cincinnati journal announcements of the 
deaths of two old and valued brethren: Joseph Draper, Nov. 
15, 1$64, aged 64 years. To this gentleman our first edition of 
the Freemason’s Monitor (1869) was dedicated. He was emi- 
nently benevolent, and exemplified, we believe, every grace that 
goes to the making up of the Masonic character. 

Bro. Jonathan A. Kimball, formerly of Louisville, Nov. 16, 
1864, aged 59, years. ' 

— Bro. Thomas Clark ?i long a clerk in the New York City Post 
Offioe, accidentally killed Nov. 5, 1864. lie was a .member of 
Holland Lodge No. 8, N. Y. - . ' 

—We record the death of Bro. R W , Waterman, M. D., of 
Louisville, Ind., Tfho departed this life for a better, Aug. 21,1 #64. 
He was one of the first to enlist at the breaking out of the war, 
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and re main e (I in service until ill-health forced him to retire. He 
catne home to die. lie was buried at Eugene, Indiana, with fall 
honors of the Craft, and will long be remembered as a true, affec- 
tionate, patriotic and faithful Brother. 

— Bro. Ezra A. Hall, Master of Evening Star Lodge No. <54. 
Darlington, Wis., died Oct., 1804, greatly lamented. His breth- 
ren say : • 

W hkbsjls, In this dispensation of Divine Will we humbly how 
in submission, firmly believing that God doeth all things well, 
that we may take heed and profit thereby;' and although gone 
from among ns he is not forgotten ; and in commemoration of 
our love and esteem we offer these resolutions to his memory : 

Resolved , That in the death of our Worshipfhl Master the com- 
munity has lost a useful citizen, his wife a kind and affectionate 
husband, the fraternity a most worthy Brother, and this Lodge a 
pillar of strength and support. 

Resolved , That we tender our most sincere and heartfelt aym- 
pathies to the family of our deceased brother, and the prayer 
that they trust in God — the Father of the fatherless and the 
widow’s friend. 

— The death of the Hon. John D. Willard, at Troy, N. Y.. 
Oct. 10, 1864, marks n passage in Masonic history not te be for- 
gotten. He was Grand Master of New York during the troub- 
lous period of 1849 and following, and ever maintained the repu- 
tation of a vigorous writer, a polished officer, and an urbane 
gentleman. To the editor of this Voice he was truly a friend, 
and liis memory is embalmed to perpetuity with the names of tin* 
brightest and best of the fallen. How appropriately follow these 
words from the pen of Bro. J. W. Simons s 

u The elder brethren are fading away ; soon, the destinies of 
the institution will be guided by the young who are daily befog 
added to our numbers; but it will be their duty, a* they would 
faithfully discharge the responsible trust, to seek the old ways, to 
stand firmly in the paths marked out by their elder brethren, to 
study the lives and profit by the admonitions of, f thosc .who have 
gone before us to the unfolding of' the mysteries. We shall do 
well if, when for us the passing bell is tolled, the record of onr 
lives shall pass inspection,, and the grateful commendations of 
our -brethren follow us to the narrow house, and' cherish our re- 
mehabrance as we keep the memory of those wh o h avcvfkith fully 
served their allotted task.” \ , 


Digitized by LiOOQle 



KditoriaL Chit- Chat, etc. *2* 


— Brother F. P. Wilmot, of Schleiringervillo, Win., communi- 
writes to us the following notice : 

Thomas Jenner, a true and zealous brother, of Hartford Lodge 
No. 120, of Washington Co., Wisconsin, died Oct. 20th, 1864. 
A large concourse of brethren and mourning friends accompanied 
ids remains to his last resting place 

We buried him on the low hill-side. 

Were the sitting sun does rest, 

And di«l not forget the Evergreen, 

' Which was his request. 

Closely, stands two weeping willow trees. 

Truly watching oV.r hi* grave, 

And we all dropped the Evergreen 
Into his low grave. 

— Bro. General T. C. E. Ransom, who deceased recently, was 
brought to Chicago, Illinois, Nov. 6, and buried with Masonic 
honors. The obsequies were performed at Bryan Hall, by Rev # 
Dr. Clarkson, of St. Janies’ Church. 

It is in our plan to prepare a thorough list of the eminent Civil 
and Military dignitaries, members of our Order, who hare de- 
ceased since the commencement of the war. 



Tin: (-tracks. — O ften as the changes have been rung upon 
dur three theological virtues, there is undiscovered beauty in them 
vet. The author of the following lines has not been unsuccessful* 
in developing it : 

What Is hope ? The beauteous sun 
Which colors all it shines upon ; 

The beacon of life’s dreary sen. 

The star of. immortality ! ~ 

Fountnins of feelings young and warm ; 

* A day beam bursting through the storm ; 

A tone of melody, whose birth 

Is. oh — too sweet — too pure for earth ! 

A blossom of that radiant tree . 

Whose fruit the angels only see ! % 

A beauty and a charm ; whose power 
Ta seen— onjoved — confessed each hour ! 

A portion of tbnt world to come, *' 

When earth and ocean meet t.h«* last oVrwbthuiog doom. : i 
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Standard Notices, 


The various changes in editors and publisher*, during the past year, require 
that we should nmke the following standard notice, viz : 

All correspondence of the Voice of Masonry , whether editorial or other- 
wise, and all orders for t lie Miniature Monitor must bo addressed to Bro. J. C. 
W. Bailey, 128 and 130 Clark St., Chicago, Illinois. This will be invariable. 
Bro. Bailey will forward to Bro. Bob Morris, at New York City, such of 
the correspondence ns is strictly editorial. 

No further copies of the Hubbard Observance cau be furnished. Those who 
^ish for the Eastern $!nt Manual may write to Bro. Bob Morris, at New York 
City. 

Masonic LaW and Usage.— We will continue to reply to questions upon 
these subjects. But eur correspondents must enclose postage stamps to cover 
eTpenbes of postage and stationery. We can not any longer endure the bur- 
den of furnishing both time and money without return. A few. stamps from 
each correspondent will not be felt by them, but will make to U3 a difference 
of many hundred dollars a year. 

Increase our 8 u inscription Lists. — Every reader of the Voice is an au- 
thorized agent for it, and we look to such to enlarge our circulation. If each 
of our present patrons would secure only one more subscriber, the to ns 
would be immense. Brethren : remember the needs of the hard-pressed 
publisher, and .give him the aid of your purse and influence. 

Advbrtibbments. — W e solicit advertisements for our Business Sheet. Our 
circulation is unequalled by any other Masonic journal; we reach the beet 
^lasone in every Lodge ; our terms are as low as any, and we solicit adver- 
tising patronage accordingly. 

Uniformity of Rituals. — The work of general and thorough Uniformity 
in Rituals is advancing day by day with an irresistible momentum. - Vain 
denunciations ; vain the torrents of abuse and calumny. I'lie most consider- 
ate, the most conservative members of the fraternity, men who never united 
in a Masonic effort before, are uniting in this, while the masses of the breth- 
ren are reserved to have nothing less than general and thorough uniformity. 
We invite the eenrespon deuce of all who revere the ancient landmarks. 

Copies ef Proceedings, Addresses, By-laws, Ac., Ae., are solicited, sa here- 
tofore. Address them to care of Bre. Bailey, as above. Wive us early no- 
tices of deaths, casualties, celebrations, festivals, kc., kt. 

The office ef Bre. Reb Morris has been eria^neatly established at No. Mo 
Broadway, New Y orb . 
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V 

THE COMING VOLUME. 

The close of the year present? a fitting opportunity for us to 
•explain our plans in the publication of the Voice for the ensuing- 
volume. Our readers may feel confident in our ability andde- 
termination to execute them. 

, We do not propose any changes in the general editorial con- 
duct of our. publication, for we have abundant evidence of our 
readers’ satisfaction with it, as it is. Through all the engrossing 
attention given to the war and the loss of all our Southern sub- 
scribers our circulation has never run below Jive thousand sub- 
scribers, and we ask no better* evidence than that of the public* 
approval. We only propose in this article to show what new 
feature the* reader may expect to find during the coming year. 

One is, and a very important one, a great change for the better- 
in the quality of paper and style of print. It was impossible for 
one dollar per annum to make a handsome Magazine when paper 
is thirty or forty cents a pound. Now that we have increased! 
our terms to two dollars , we are justified iu supplying a neat and 
'tasty, as well as an original and readable work. When the* 
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January issue is receiver!, the render will see what is uur hie a of 1 
a handsome Magazi tie ; nothing ever published in this country 
shall excel us in that. 

Another improvement shall be in promptness of issue. Cir- 
cumstances not under the publisher’s control have hampered the 
publication for two years past. Those circumstances are re- 
moved, and as there is nothing L» prevent ns, we stand pledged 
to a prompt issuance of the Voice from month to month during 
tfie penning jyeatv [ . ' 

Bro. Rob Morris is engaged as Editor and Literary Manager 
for the, ensuing year. lie held^tack for some time, and had 
nearly declined (<> do -so. * 1 1 i s labors are very exhaustive, and* 
so far as the Voick is concerned, have been, it is well known, 
^ nou-remunetative for several years. We have made him a dis- 
tinct pecuniary proposition, which lie lias accepted, and upon 
which he is already hard at wovk^by which the time expended 
upon the columns of the Voick shall be a source of profit to him. 
We refer to this by his -permission, that fyis personal friends- — 
who are Legion — may know' how, in aiding llie Voice, they a; o 
aiding Bro Morris. To assist in the collection of editorial mat- 
ter, he has associated* with him Bro. D. W. Thomson, of Hemic, 
Illinois, one of the brightest lights of Mashnic ritualisms in tin- 
TTnited States, Whose repertory H well filled with those facts and 
original thoughts which are so valuable in a work like this. 

In view of these proposals, to which wo stand pledged, we ask 
of every reader and every friend of pure, unadulterated Masonry, 
and .every adndrer of the Foot, Historian and Antiquary of the 
Masonic Institution, to second our efforts and sustain our hands. 
Iternit your oirn annual subscription without delay , and with i 
associate the subscriptions of your neighboring brethren. Jr : 
us begin the year with good lists. 

Tendering the respects. of the season, 

♦ . , Fraternally, 

J. C. W. BAILEY, 

Publisher r - 
Chicago,. Lxinojs. 
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The Last, Last Word, 


BY KOB WlilUK. 


[“ When the morning .arrived that was to 'witness the parting 
between King Solomon and his Workmen, —the Templf, being, 
now tyuite completed and dedicated— the Grand Master accom- 
panied the bands a considerable distance to the plains northwest 
of the city, and bade them an affectionate and fina^ farewell. 
Gathering around him all Masters and Wardens, King Hiram 
being on his left hand, he whispered in the car of the latter the 
last, last Worm, IQmg ‘Hiijam -communicated it with the like 
precautions to the next, and thus it circumnambulated the entire 
group. From them it was speedily conveyed, but always in a 
whisper, to the eight score thousands of the Craftsmen present 
until all had receded it. And so; they parted !”] 

, : ’ With true and ardent grasp, * , 

T _ A strong and mystic clasp, * , 

* ‘ In fond farewell the Masdn-monarchs bent : 

, Briefly upon the tongue * ■ ; 

The Word op parting hung, ^ , 

But. hand and eye and face were eloquent. 

j * • • ■ : 1 . 

< i : The Servant of the Lord 

Gave then the Parting Word ; ^ 

From mouth to ear the whispering farewell passed ; * 

The world can never know 
That, sound, convoyed so low, 

But ! tis the Mason’s fondest and his last. 


Hand answered' hand, and tongue $ 

Moved the great Word along ; 

It kindled up each Mason’s bosom there 
As you have seen the rain 
MmsteuiDg the barren plain 
And ipaking green the hillocks lately bare. 

It, banished all the pain 
Of parting from those men — 

It left a <glow fraternal in each breaet?. 

And though no brother’s eye >lf 

Beneath its power was dry 
Their tears were holy dew-drops soft and blest. 
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^ Aad (hen, ell silently, 

The Buildkbs moved away, 

Turning forever irom the Mount of God: 

But never to the end 
Did friend forget the friend 
Who wept that morning ’neaih the Word. 

And never to this day, 

0 And never while the sway 

Of time shall roll the mightj spheres around, 

Can one who owns the tie 
Of holy Masonry 

Refuse to melt before that ipysiic sound. 

— Matonie Monthly- 

a 

4 ' * - ~ 

New Masonic Publications. 


The Freemason’s Almanac for I860. 

This is a continuation by Rob Morris of his series of Masonic 
Almanacs, 1860, 1861, 1862 and 1863, (1864 was pot published.) 
It is even more full and valuable than its predecessors, and no 
Brother can post himself in. the operations of the Masoniq Insti- 
tution without it. It comprises the Masonic events of 1863 and 
1864 ; tables of Masonic events running through a long series of 
years; original Masonic Odes; information upon interesting 
topics of a Masonic character; names of new publications; 
biographical sketches ; deaths of distinguished Masons ; organi- 
zations of Grand Lodge, etc., etc., and an Almanac of general 
Astronomical computations. Single copies, 15 cents. 

For single copies or small numbers the purchaser may address 
J. C. W. Bailey, Chicago, Illinois; for large quantities address 
Rob Morris, 545 Broadway, New York. 

Morris’ Masonic Odes and Poems. 

This is a splendid volume of 200 pages, got up in the best 
style of book making, gilt edged and with Masonic devices, con- 
taining 132 of Bro. Morris’ best Masonic poetical productions. 
The quality of paper, print and style of bindipg far excels any 
Masonic publication heretofore issued. Price, $2.50, by mail, 
postpaid. 

Address, Rob Morris, 545 Broadway, New York. 

Of 
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Masonio Events that Ooourred in Deoember, 


BIRTH8 OF PERSONS WHO BECAME DISTINGUISHED llASONB. 

1820^1st, Thomas Todd. 1827, 2nd, Thomas Snow. 1810, 
Williatfi Hacker. 1813, 5th, Dempsey Carrel I. 1814, 10th, H. 
L. Hosmer. 1774, 12th, Moses Richardson. 1816, 12th, John 
Roberts, if 89, 13th, D. L. Potter. 1810, 16th, Allred Creigh. 
1784, 28th, George Faussett. 1817, 29th, Harvey T. Wilson. \ 

INITIATIONS OF MASONS AJ^ERWARDS DISTINGUISHED. * 

1790, 7th, Wellington. 1827, 8th, John S. Perry. 1834, 14th,* 
Edmund* P. Hunter. 1817, 23rd, Moses Stone. 1824, 25th, 
Lorenzo Dow. 1798, 26th, Bishop Chase. 

DEATHS OF WELL-KNOWN MASONS. 

1857, 1st, John D. McClure, P. G. M., Ky. 1862, 3rd, II. N* 
Steele, G. Sect., D. C. 1859, 5th, Henry Lewis Crohn, Assistant 
G. Sec., England. 1810, 8th, Geo. A. Baker, G. Sec., Pa. 1856, 
10th, Nathan B. Haswell. 1851,12th, Joel R. Poinsett, P. G* 
G., H. P. 1859, 12th, John Warren Hunt. 1859, 13th, Giles F. 
Yates. 1799, 14th, Washington. 1852, 19th, Hardy M. Burton. 
1862, 20th, Henry C. Laiyrence. 1858, 25th, Morgan Nelson, P* 
G. H. P., Va. 1831, 26th, Stephen Girard. 

CORNER STONES PLANTED. ' 

1843, 7th, Lodge, Faith, Hope and Charity, at Agra, India* 
1825, 17th, Mon. Jonathan Maxcy, Columbia, S. C. *1841, 18th, 
Almshouse, Calcutta, India. 1 859, 20th, Central Female Insti- 
tute, Clinton, Miss. 1809, 31st, Covent Garden Theatre, London, 
England. 

EDIFICES, &C., MASONIC ALLY DEDICATED. 

1856, 15th, Hall, Woburn, Mass. 1859, 19tb, Mas. Hall, Dun- 
gannon, Ireland. 1835, 27th, Grand Temple, Philadelphia, Pa* 
1854, 27th, Hall at Romeo, Mich. ; Hall, Ft. Wayne, Ind. 1 1859, 
27th, Mas. apartments, Boston, Mass. 

CASUALTIES. 

1859, 9th, Masonic Hall, Westport, Ky., burnt. I860, 18th, 
Mas. Hall, Garrettsville, J)., burnt. 
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Masonic Events that Occurred in December. 


MASONIC GRAND BODIES ORGANIZED. 

1817, 4tii, G. Ch., Kv. 7th, G. L., Del. 1827, 10th, G. 

C., Kv. 1821, llth, G. L., Ala. 1838, 13th, G. C., Ala. 1859, 
17th, G. Chap.,' Min. 1 - 17^3, 18tfv G. L.; N.' J.^i843, 18th, G. 
L., Wis. 1804. 20th, G. Cl:., Vt. 1855, 20th, G. C., Inch 1754, 
24th, Prov. tr*iL, fch.G. 18 Uh 27thy G.U-, Teuti. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 1^/ 

1813, ‘2nd, Cbnv. Knoxville, to est. G. L., Tenn. 1583, 3rd, 
Masonic Congress, Germany. 1837, 6th, First Lodge in Ham- 
butg, Germany, instit. 1835, 7th, Sixth Con. G. G. En., and 
Kigali Con. G. G. Ch., IT. S.** Washington, D. C. 1822, 9th, 
Conv. Vamhdia, to est. G L., III. 1809, llth, Final Mas. Union, 
Mass. 1810, llth. Conv. Washington, to ost G. L., D. C. 

! 805, llth, Western Star Lodge No. 107, Kaskaskia, 111., est. 
1799, 10th, Washington . interred.' * 1847, 16th, Honors to Gener- 
als Shields and Quitman, by G. L., S. C. 1757, 17th, First Lodge 
in New Yyrk est. 184*, 17th, Grand Lodg5, Mich., re-organized. 
1837, 20th, Conv. Houston, to est. G. L., Textu*. 178 4, 21st, De 
Witt Clinton, in. Holland Lodge, New Ymk. 1820. 22nd, Ob- 
sequies A. Lucas, G Sec., N. C. 1836, 22nd, Keystone, Bridge 
t over Mersey, Warrington, England, inserted. 1746, 24th, First 

Lodge in Newfoundland chartered. 1793, 24th, De Witt Clinton 
addressed Holland Lodge, Ni Y. 1522, 25th, Rhodes captured 
hy the Turks. 1790, 26th, Obsequies of Washington, by G. L., 
Pa. 1063, 27th, Fail St. Albans, G. M,, England. I749 e 27th, 
First Lodge, Providence, TL’ L, chartered. 1802, 27tli, Lexing- 
ton Lodge No. 1, Ivy., addressed by Henry Clay. 1810, 27th, 
First German Lodge in U. S., instit. in Philadelphia, Pa. 1813, 
27th, Grand Mas. Union, England. 1817, 27th, Final Masonic 
Union, S. C. 1825, 27th, Lafayette vis. G. L., Md. 1844, 27th, 
Grand Mas. Festival, Kingston, C. W. 1854, 27th, Cent. Gel., 
G. L.,S. C. 1778, 28th, Washington vis. (4. L.^ Pa. 1778, 28th, 
Gen. Varnuin addressed G. L., Rhode Island. 1829, 30th, AntL 
Masonic Conv., Boston, Mass. 1831, 3 1st, Declaration bv 1,500 
M asons, Mass. ^ ~ 



— “Get wisdom ; get understanding ; forget it not; neither 
decline from the words of my (her') mouth.' Forsake her wot 
and she shall preserve thee; she shall bring thee to horror when 
thou dost embrace her. She shall gi\v k to tbiue., be^d an .orna - 
ment of grace : a crown of glory shall sfie deliver to theeT 
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A Specimen of Anti-Masonic Literature, : 


It falls to the labors of every delver in historicaFmlties 
dlo^good deal of filth. This is an unavoidable necessity of his 
vocation. Though he may avert Iris olfactory organs and wrinkle 
his forehead in utter disgust, fie must pass the putrefying oyster 
through his fingers else he may, miss some most precious pearls. 
In this sense I am now lookings through ;*file of i\ n ti-Masoni<r 
literature (?) in search of pearls for historical purposes. Occa- 
sionally 1 find a gem, but it needs much cleansing before it is fit 
for use. Would your good readers like to glance over the heap 
before me ? It embraces. abopt forty pajpphlc'U, much of it pub- 
lished in Boston in 1828 - 9 , 30 , 31 , bnt there is a sprinkling from 
New York, Philadelphia and elsewhere, where the virus ofpplit-* 
ical Anti-Masonry had been found. The most Amusing docu- 
ment in the 1 pile is “An account of thp savage treatment of 
Captain William Morgan in Fort Niagara,” with a 'frontispiece 
“View of a Mason taking his first oath,” which is emphatically 
rich. No mail \vould ever* take more than one oath op* that 
principle! The Very diabolus must have been raised upon such 
-occasions, and. if poor Morgan, who is described’ in the preface 
as “ an intelligent man and an inflexible republican,”’ “a soldier 
and a brave man,” .really took his obligation in that way he was 
very nsiughty \t6 tell about it afterwards ! 

• Bv the side of this we have “the denunciation of li^r. Edward 
B. liolli ns, of Stratford, Vermont, it being the third of “ail 
■intended series of Tracts, shedding light on the hitherto dark 
•uud mysterious, subject of Masonry.” Being put at $2 per hpn- 
dred, it is presumable the Reverend gentleman got hik ideas 
abroad quite extensively/ ' Let us see what the Tract is aKduf. 
!t declares that “ a crisis has .arrived”— these things are always 
arriving just before presidential election — and it is his duty ip 
expose principles which “lead to sacrilegious and idolatrdns 
(pi'a'c tines, aiul end in' a horrid violation of humanity, morality 
and religion !!” . Tie means, he says, “ the Subject of Speculative 
Freemasonry.’* .llis exposition being borrowed from writers. be- 
fore hitp, contains nothing new. Nor is it half So funny vyith 
wo'od-cuts as its predecessor. , ’ ’ , . 

' The next is Tract No. 3, of the same' series. *’ This embraces 
a corrospoudOnc j between the Faculty of Itarvard and Anddver 
Colleges, and a “Ilub” Committee who -were powerfully anxious 
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LZ6 A Specimen of Anti-Masonic Literature . 


to know whether Masonry existed “ prior to the 18th Century.’* - 
President Quincy of Harvard, “couldn’t tell,” and Professor 
Stuart of Andover, “ didn’t know,” and so the subject dropped-^ 

Here is a poem, if rude jingle and rhyme make poetry, called 
Lamentation of Freemasonry by Charles Chisel, Esq.,” wjdch 
abounds in that class of coarse jokes and vulgar allusions so* 
popular at election times. The concluding lines give a fair spe— 
'cimen of the whole : 

Bat should (be Gospel sun arise aud shins 
O'er all the earth, as prophets do divine, 

That e’en in heathen lands and pagan islet 
Where new our very fairest prospect smiles,. 

They all should cast their idol gods away 
And fellowship no works that shun the day. 

And I again be ousted, strangely driven 
From every clime and region under heaven, 

There’s one dark place which still remains, I know 
I’ll seek the shades of Erebus btlow ! 

• 

Following this Mr. Charles Pinckney Sumner, “ Sheriff of 
Suffolk County” — as he for some reason or other styles himself — 
is out in a pamphlet — by a strange coincidence just before the 
Section — on “ Speculative Freemasonry.” It is to be hoped he 
was re-elected, or this putrifying mass of twenty pages from Mr. 
Sheriff Sumner was sadly wasted. N Will you haye a specimen? 
"“The enlightened public have ceased to view Masonry with re- 
spect. Books, which are generally believe i, have disclosed’ 
those disgusting penalties which a generous Mohawk would? 
“blush to inflict on an enemy who had caused the destruction* 
-of half his race” I .wonder what he thought the other day,, 
if he is still living, at the laying of the corner-stone in Boston^ 
when so much of the intelligence of “ Suffolk County ” came * 
•but to honor the Masonic name ! 

But to proceed, here is the Report of an Anti-Masonic Repub- 
lican Convention at Hallowed, Maine, July $ and 4, 1834 r “for - 
the nomination of a governor and the transaction of such other", 
"business as the success of Anti-Masonry may require an Ad-- 
-dress “ to the Freemen of Massachusetts,” written evidently by 
a Freemason, whose ideas sum up well in this sentence: “The 
-day is gone by, gone forever, when this monstrous institution, 
conceived in sin and shapen in inquity, can exist in ftew Eng- 
land, except as an object of scorn and loathing.” 

But our sheet is full and we must wash our hands of the de- 
“fflements contracted from such stuff If our readers can gain a 
moment’s interest or amusement from the perusal of these ex- 
tracts our purpose is fully accomplished-— Masonic Monthly . 
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The Sprig of Evergreen, 

BY ROB MORRIS. 


[It is an opinion entertained by Freemasons that the sprigs of 
evergreen, which we cast upon the coffin of a departed Brother, 
do not decay Jike other material objects, but lie there unchanged; 
and will so abide unj.il the Great Day, when, they will serve to 
point out to the Celestial Grand Master the spot where our weary 
Brother was laid down to rest ! These tokens of our faith are 
thus green vagrant and enduring,] 

£ 

Green , but far greener is the Faith, 

That gives us victory over death ! 

The waving woods of May, 

The meadows and the plain, 

This deathless hue display, 

Dispelling winter’s reign , — 

And grateful to the eye, 

And charming to the soul, 

Is that rich grassy canopy, 

That covers plain and knoll ; — 

But greener is the hue c/ Faith * 

That gives us victory over death ! \ 


Fragrant — more fragrant far the Hope, 

That buoys our dying spirits up ! 

This branch gave sweet, perfume, 

When from the cedar rent, 

O’erhanging Mason’s tomb, 

Its balsam tehrs were spent; 

No flower-bloom from the field, 

No spices from the East, 

An odorous breath like this doth yield. 

That in the grave We cast ; — 

But far more fragrant is the Hop» \ 

That buoys ourfiying spirits up ! { 

Endwring — but the Charity 
That Masons feel can never die! 

Faitlfmay be lost in sight, 

Hope in fruition ends, 

And in Celestial light 
We meet departed friends ; 

This mystic branch survived * 

' The tooth and touch of time, 
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And till the Resurrection lives 
An emblem, aye sublime; 

But yet mor* lasting , Charity, 

That Masons feel — ’twill never die ! 


* Faithful we cast- th«i Acacia now— 

Hopeful above our brother bow ; 

Aud when the dead shall rise, 

^Vnd ertrblems lo&e their p >wer, 

And we within the skies 

Shill need their forms no more — 

‘ Blfest CRarity ahall }oin 
* - 1 < 'i Our hauiyb ia hndlews Phraia, 

t , > ,u * And globing with the , Love divide , 

' \ , i} Etern il shall remain ; 

r , Tjien faithful cast tho Acacia now, 

And hop ful o’er the parted bow! —Masonic Monthly. 


Official Tabl’eB. 


Grand Lodge, Colorado — Elected, Nov., 1964. 

Grand Master, A. J^VariPeren; Deputy G. M., ; G. 

Sen. Warden, 0. B. Crown.; G. Jun. W., A. Sagendorf ; G. 
Treas., Chase Withrow; G. Secretary, O. A. Whittemore. 

Grand Commander*, New York — Elected, Sept., 1864. 
Grand Commander, Ori iu Welch ; Deputy G. C., Pearson 
^Innday; G. Generalissimo, John A. Lefferts; G. Capt. Gineral, 
*11. Clay Preston; G. Prelate, Henry Blanchard ; G. Treas., John 
S. Perry ; G. ileeorder, Robert Macor: ! / 

Grand Lodge, CANADA—Elected, July, 1864. 

Grand Master, Wm, B. Simpsoi) ; Deputy G. M., A. A. Ste- 
venson ; G. Sen. War., Edward J. ^i&son ; G. Jun. War., Jolm 
Henshaw ; G. Trea?i.,i Henry Groff ; G. Sect., Thos. Bird Harris. 

Grand Chapter, Kentucky — Elected, Oct., 1864. 

Grand High Priest, Wm. E. llobinson ; Deputy G. H. P., J. 
D. Landrum; G. King, P. II. Jeffries, D. D. ; G. Scribe, E. A£. 
Bristow; G. Treas., A. G. Hodges; G. Sec., Philip. Swigert. 

Grand Commandery, Massachusetts— Elected, Oct., 1864. 
Grand Commander, Wm. S. Gardner ; deputy G. C., Charles 
H. Titus; G. Generalissimo, Wiu. W. Baker; G. Capt. General, 
' Thomas A. Doyle ; G. Prelate, Wm. S. Studjey ; G. Treas., Wm. 
Parkman ; G. Recorder. Solon Thornton^. : 
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‘ V. V . .•/• K • • 

THE SISTER’S CHALLENGE. ,', . • 

4 

. ' ’ ' r >'J r v ' . . . • . ‘ > f 4 ‘ < k i. ! 

Ia-Freemasoary Practical ? 


A MASONIC TALK, IN SIX PARTS, BIT HOB MORRIS, U- 1>. 


FART SIXTH. — THE END. . . . j ■ • 

Had these meetings no other object in view than to satisfy 
lister L#:i of the practical^ehar&cter of Freemasonry; they had 
long 1 since been- intermitted*. The very first story- Hold*— that 
by Brother Jacqaeiin, of “ The Three. Little Waffs”— wins deci- 
sive on that point. If the beautiful incident related by the one- 
•eyed French brother had not convinced our Sister, she neve’ 
•could have been convinced. But the meetings were found io ; 
pleasant that it was easier to keep them up than to stop them. 

The original idea of “ a meeting each month” had not been 
found entirely practical. It never in. First, the summer h€#j 
had caused hindrances. Then* the stormy . fall and winter had 
prevented the ladies from coming out. The consequence was 
that it was the 24th of June agaiii, (“ John Baptistes Day,”)T before 
the sixth aud last of the original series was held. It is that with 
which our present-chapter concerns itself. The attendance' was 
excellent; Brother Jacquelim— whoke worldly circumstances had 
much improved during the past year, so much so that luV fiad 
opened quite a stock of goods at Burnettsville, aud quit peddling 
—was on hand .with another story, which we think oyir readeh 
will admit equal to his last. The hearers did,' and at its close 
unanimously : voted him* a “ Resolution of thanks,” and ordered 
the Secretary to have Itj “ engrossed and sent to Brother Jacquc- 
liii.” What sort of an idea of “engrossment” Brother Secretary 
Lea’had; may be conjectured < when we learn that he wrote it oft,', 
on a foolscap • sheet; with peculiarly bad peiimaiishipd/Wwst? it in 
good cherry wood, and sent it to the brother by his little boiyd 


V 
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The Sister 3 * Challenge. 


THE BIVORCED Rt-MARRIED. 

Simon Watkinses a rich man who lives on the route where I 
peddled last year. He is a kind and generous man, a good friegd 
of Masonry, and a Past Master of his lodge, but he couldn’t get 
along with his wife. I used to see a good many of that sort in 
my travels. I have seen them in Europe as well as in America. 

I have even seen them in Paris, that truly raagnifique city, which 
as compared to any city in Amerique, is as 1 — —well, I know noth- 
ing to compare. 

Mrs. Watkins was a pretty woman. She was healthy ; she was- 
wise. But she loved not the Masonic Institution. She loved not- 
to have her ^Simony — so pleasantly she called him for shortness* 
— to come home at the hours when sleep was upon her, when: 
she was herself obligee to arise, open the door, and him to admit- 
She loved not his demonstrations of affection at those so late 
hours, because she said they were of whiskey the effects, and not 
of love. I have known many wives to await with pleasure the 
meetings of lodges, because, as they affirmated, there came with 
them a season of affection not realized upon other evenings. But 
of this I know nothing of my own experience, being not so- 
blessed as myself to possess a wife. 

*|£rs. Watkins used, therefore, to scold her Simony and him to* 
objurgate exceedingly. He was not too gentle-tempered. He 
could not hold himself under objurgation when his own conscience 
dictated to him that he had committed no wrong. He did reply 
to the wind of her words with the whirlwind of his reproaches, 
and when his so gentle protestations of love were scorned, and 
the baseness of intoxication •‘charged upon him, he more than 
once turned to another room, and so the partners were neither 
one twain nor one flesh. 

Things $id not improve with time. Human passioqs, ladies 
and gentlemen, human passions as the great Voltaire onee de- 
clared, is not like wine, the better for age. But on the contrary, 
the worse. The married people from sleeping in separate rooms 
came to sleeping in separate houses. And his passion, so basely ' 
attributed, so cooled that even wheu she proffered kisses and tes- 
timonials of love, he turned seemingly away and sneered at her 
affectionate demonstrations. 
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So they parted. She went home, a miserable woman, to her 
parents. He closed his house and moved to the village, and be- 
came a sot. Yes, Bro. Watkins reeled in the streets; he. slept in 
the house of God; he was reckless of men’s observations; he 
was fast goin{£ to the canonical animals. He was, in health, ahd 
mind, and morals, a ruined man. The lawyers got the two peo- 
ple divorced, and do you not think they were very foolish ? Yes. 

Yet they were united again, and now bid fair to remain so until 
-death, a happy couple ; and this'was brought about by Masonry. 
You remember what the Masonic Poet says : 

« 

*Ti» good to fe*l ouraelves beloved of men ; - 
To know that all our anxious cares and sighs 
For others* weal is given not in vain, 

Bjut treasured up in grateful memories ; 

How light the toil for those we fondly love ? \ 

IIow rich the wages grateful spirits prove ? 

• 

One day Brother Watkins was passing down the lane back'of 
the village. His walk led him through the graveyard, and past 
the grave where his mother, a noble creature, who had died a 
few years before, lay burled. He could not help stopping to look 
At it ; it was long since he had been there. On the grave-stone 
was cut that forcible emblem of the Eastern Star , displaying the 
well-known initials “ F. A. T. A. L.” He read it aloud ; no one 
could do it better. Its full meaning dawned upon him. He al- 
most saw the sainted spirit before him ; almost heard her repeat 
that explanation which she had repeated when she took the de- 
gree. It sobered him. He knelt. He prostrated. He wept. 
He moaned. He covenanted then and there that he would rein- 
state himself in the opinion of the wise and good. 

He went that night to the Master, and asked him to call a 
meeting of the Lodge for he had a most important communica- 
tion to make to his loved brethren. They came, for they all re- 
spected Bro. Watkins; had warned him of approaching danger; 
had lamented his down hill. They came en masse . They shook 
hands kindly with him, and then waited to know what he would 
say. 

It is said to have been a solemn scene. He recapitulated his 
sensation in the grave-yard. Ho begged his brotherhood to for- 
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give hi$ so great departures, and laid himself M their bauds. He 
Bald* “Brethren, I, will do, only as you dictate, and you shall be 
ir\y guides to God and peace !” 

/ Nped I to rpake an elongated tale? aeed I to say how they one 
and ail .stood abound him; like trees in the purest which stand so 
^raternaUy around each other that Hot ope tree can fall but others 
will f^UJikOjwise ? jice.d I to tell you that his cessation from the 
.strong, \y#t£fS brought on delirium tremens, t from the effects 
whereof lie mostly dipd ? or that each brother, from the humblest 
lo the highest, watched by.lvis side till the crisis came on, and he 
revived ? or that he never drank more? 

Being so altogether well again of the .drunkard's madness, tb* 
Master, by his request, presented his Rtory to his former wife, and 
ajked her to receive hii^ again. Ready enough was she. She, 
too, miserable indeed bad been. She too hud Wept and antici- 
pated a sad old age. Love came again to her with his message. 
She sent for him to see her, and ere the <^ay parsed the divorced 
were married. I heard when last I passed their door, the loud 
voic^ of one sweet infantile who had come to make* mother happy 
in her new season of love f and .the Lady Watkins no more takes 
alight at Masonic meetings or Masonic lodges. 

This story gave an uncommon degree of satisfaction. True,, 
our monocular Brother in his French way suggested some ideas 
rather too free for American tastes, d>ut as lie was professedly un- 
conscious of it, and thought the blushes he saw only clearer evi- 
dence of gratification, he became sufficiently elevated in spirit to 
v enture on this bit of advice : “ Sisters, my advice to a married 

lady ever is, to treat the husband when late returned from the 
lodge with very great hospitality. See that the fire clearly does 
burn ; that the candle is not out ; that a cup of coffee awaits him ; 
that a lunch can his hand be speedily laid upon- The rewards 
of this are immediate, great and truly lasting.” 

This was received with a relish even greater than the other, 
and more than one conjugal sheep’s eye flew across tl^at lodge- 
room whose full meaning remains for the future to develop. 

So ended the entertainment and so ends our series. This class 
of compositions is so pleasant to our hand that we close the series 
with a sigh, and bid the reader “ God speed !” 
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. lie- Funeral’ Service. 

We ev&* neck fofjightuikmall fhVutf&gfcsrWdKmstoms of the 
(raft in olden time. The Funeral Service of Masons in particu- * 
lar, is a subject of our careful investigations, and we ask our in- 
telligent correspondents trt assist us in, extricating it from the 
mass of innovations by which,, in late years, it has been sur- 
rounded, by those who seek no other means of securing Masonic 
immortality than that ’of mutilating tin* ancient landmarks which 
our fathers have set. 

In Jones' ’Miscellany, printed- at Dublin* Ireland, 1800 ; are 
some directions on the subject of Funerals that are novel to Amer- 
ican readers, while the most agree with the ancient customs in 
this country. It directs, for instance,' that a perfect circle be 
formed around the grave. The true system requires, we think, 
an oblong square. The Lodge must, bo opened in the usual form, 
and in the Third Degree. The coffin is introduced in the centre 
of the Lodge and opened. The Master then convenes as in 
Webb's Monitor . “ The Grand Honors .are given and certain 

forms used which can not Ji ore be explained. Solemn music is 
introduced, during which the Master strews berbs or flowers over 
the body/’ The Sacred Roll is deposited- m l the coffin instead of 
in the archives , as wtyli, u*. An oration is delivered in the Lodge 
“and the Master recommends love and unity, the Brethren join 
hands and renew to each other their plighted vows.” Thifc is 
beautiful. ' 

The Lodge is then “ adjourned,” and the procession goes to 
the grave. The exhortations at the grave are the same nearly, 
as ours, but the concluding words are different and arc worthy of 
note, “By the light of the Divine Countenance we shall pass 
without trembling through, those gloomy mansions where all" 
things are forgotten; and at that great Jjnd tremendous day, 
when arraigned at the bar of Divine Justice, judgment shall be"" 
pronounced in our favor, we shall receive the reward of our vir- 
tue by acquiring the possession of an immortal inheritance where 
joy flows in one continued stream and no mound can check its 
course.” 

The Secretaries throw their rolls into the grave “ with the usual 
forms,” and the- remaining portion* of the service are 'tire same 
ns those need here. 1 
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Not Far From Me* 

Oh y Lord , be not far from me. — Ps. xxxv, 22. 


BY BOB MORRIS. ' 


Not far from me, not far from me, 

When first on Chiokkkid Flsob, 

I bow in humble trust the knee 
My Mastxr to adore ; 

I kneel and fervently declare 
That Thou art ail my portion here. 

Not far from* me, not far from me, • 

In Middle Chamber led, 

I pass the mystic portals three, 

And up the Stairway tread ; 

I pause before the Mark divine. 

Whose light is Masonry's and mine. 

Not far from me, not far from me, 

In Holiest Place betrayed, 

When human Jiopes all fade or flee. 

And there is none to aid; 

And there is none to hear my c»y 
Save Thou, the pitying Duty, 

Not far from me, not far from me, 

These mystic labors done, 

My body ’neath the deathless tree. 

My soul. before the throne — 

Oh God, through blest eternity 
Be mine the place, not fab. from Thki ! 

— National Freemason. 


A Worthy Movement. 

In a previous issue of the Voice we alluded to a noble charity 
set on foot last summer by Bro. W. H. Shupe, of New York, 
having for its aim ’the supply of nurses to the Army. This en- 
terprise is termed The Masonic Mission. Recently it has taken 
a new form and is now supplying the po<Tt* of New York with 
coal and flour at wholesale prices. This saves to the purchasers 
from one-third to one-half their outlays for those articles. Bro. 
John W. Simons, of New York, is Treasurer of the Mission ; 
Bros. Sheville and Davidson are its Actuaries. 
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Four Chapters in American Masonic History. 


CHAPTER FOURTH— 1861 to 1864. V : 

' This period covers the outbreak and first two years of tho 
American Civil War, as vast in its persecution as in the princi i 

pies involved. Masonry has suffered in every nerve by its prose-' 

cution. All the Grand Lodges in the rebellious States are 
decaying, while of the constituent lodges probably not a tithe is 
in existence. Lodge halls have been burned, funds squandered, 
jewels, records and regalia stolen, and covenants broken with 
equal rapacity and recklessness. • i 

The Grand Lodge of Oregon was organized in 1801 ; making 
the fortieth Grand Lodge on the American list. 

Among the new publications that are operating to affect the 
most good upon the minds of the fraternity, may be named. a 
series of Masonic AhimaB, published for five successive years- 
very extensively diffused, and some twenty editions of WebbV 
Freemason’s Monitor. Works on Masonic Jurisprudence have 
become numerous, some of which are of great value Ode books 
histories, and other publications of a Masonic or semi-Masonie 
character likewise abound. 



“ DibdYkstmeday.”— Every day is written this little sen- 
*® nc f— , Dled y® sterda T> so and so.” Every day a flower is 
plucked from some sunny home— a breach made in some happy 
circle—a jewel stolen' from some treasury of love. Each day 
from the summer fields of life, some harvester disappears — yes* 
every hour some sentinel falls from his post, and is thrown front 
the ramparts of time into the surging waters of eternity. Even, 
as we write, the funeral of one who “died yesterday” wind*;: 
like a winter shadow along the street. 

2-tol. h.-no xii. 
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Moris’ Masonic Odes and Poems. 


The following generous notice of our recent publication bas^ 
the ring of brotherly kindness in it. Our readers will enjoy it as- 
we did, if only because the Masonic Monthly , from which we- 
extract it, is not in the rut of any Grand Secretary’s triumphal 
car and can, therefore, afford to say what it thinks: 

This volume of Poems, by the widely-known Brother whose* 
name stands on its title-page, appears before us in very beautiful 
form. No writer has done more, or better, to develop the poetry 
of Freemasonry than Bro. Rob Morris. His songs are known, 
wherever Masons are found who read the English language, and 
more than one of them will continue to be sung until the last. 
Masonic lodge has ceased to work. Bro. Morris has devoted to 
the strvise of Masonic literature talents which would have won 
for him a high position, among writers of general literature, and 
let it not be said of us, that in so doing, he has hid his light un- 
der a bushel. What living Mason is. there who has not heard of 
“The Ldval and the Square?” It lias been justly said of thi*- 
piece that it has acquired a popularity equalled, perhaps, by no 
similar production, since the “Farewell” of Robert Burns, whose 
pathetic words, 

“ Adieu !- a heart-warm, fond adieu, 

Dear Brother of the. mystic tie,” 

‘Ihave opened a fountain of tears in three generations of Freema- 
sons.. Set to no less than ten distinct melodies, several of them 
-original and of rare merit, “ The Level. and the Square” is sung, 
:at labor and refreshment , upon the journey, at the grave’s side, 
nn the domestic circle, and wherever else Freemasons congregate- 
:to do Mason’s work or to enjoy Mason’s wages. 

One hundred and thirty-two poems on almost every theme sug- 
gested by the emblems of our Order, its precepts and customs,, 
make rare and acceptable reading for Masonic eyes, while the 
Jofty ' sentiments, fine similes, easy rhythm, and genuine poetic- 
Tbeauty of many of these pearls of rhyme, strung together now 
Tor the first time, render the book welcome in circles outside the 
Xo'dge. Some of the^e are suitable for singing in the Lodge- 
room, especially one entitled “ Masonic Auld Lang Syne,” with* 
"the suggestive chorus. 

“With Gavel, Trowel, Oaage, we. work, 

With £evel. Square, and Line ; 

Coma, join the Chain of Love,. and eing 
Of Auld Lang Syne 
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Another, entitled “Hymn of Mason-soldiers,” carries the thoughts 
away to Camp and hospital, where its affectionate words are sung 
to 4^6 to tiching melody “ When this cruel War is over.” The 
hopeful words of the poem entitled “ The Resurrection,” thrill 
the, heart as brothers remember seasons when with the emblema- 
tic sprig of Acacia, they stood around a departed brother, and 
joyfully. the M^sopic reader repeats, 

; ■ “And we, who yet remain, 

,/ - • Shall meet o^r dead again, • 

. . Shall give the hand that thrilled within, our grasp 

The token of our faith, ' 

\ Unchanged by time and death ; 

And breast to breaet his faithful form shall clasp !” 

The <c Kp^ght Templar’s Dirge” is an inspiring hymn. But we 
need not farther particularize. From the first ppem, entitled 
“ The Sowing of the Seed,” to the closing one, called “The Last, 
Last Word,” ; ringing pleasant changes on the expressive word 
“ Farewell,” the bo.ok is gleaming with gems of thought and re- 
splendent with the glory of Brotherly Lov£. We commend the 
volume to all who lpye poetry or Masonry, and think it can not 
fail to win the thanks of the readers, to its author, and a kindly 
sympathy for the ceremonies and principles of our beloved Order. 


Misrepreseutations, 

Under this head, our cotemporary of the Masonic Monthly , (a 
good fellow, a good Mason, a good man,) corrects soihe misstate- 
ments in a late issue of the Masonic Review , a magazine still 
published at Cincinnati, Ohio. It seems that the Review had 
charged upon the Monthly the offence of reflecting the peculiar 
and heterodox views of Rob Morris in relation to Adoptive Ma- 
sonry, The Rite of Memphis, arid possibly other bad eggs of the 
XEXxti Century. The Monthly is a diguified journal and has its 
own way generally, on such matters as.it chooses to take up.' It 
proves the falsehood of the statements and deals out a handsome 
but courteous rebuke to him of the Pork City. The whole things 
is sharp, though for any etfect it will have on the hide of the Re- 
view editor, we thinjcit was all wasted. “Brother Cornelius,” as 
the Monthly gently calls him, is quite a different man from the 
Cornelius spoken of some 18 centuries back. 

i ■ 
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There is one sentence however, in this article concerning 
“ Misrepresentations,” that is too good to be passed over when 
^uch a feeble lash as that of Cincinnati is applied to whip * strong 
man into servility. Bro. Mitchell does well to say: 

We presume that our readers are intelligent Masons, ( not babes 
in mind, but full grown men. We do not think for a moment 
ithat they are afraid of looking a new thing in the face, even if 
we should hold up to their observation a new face as painted by 
one who might worship it. We fear not that any harm will come 
to any intelligent Mason from a review of anything we may in 
this manner lay before him. Give milk to babes, but strong meat 
to men who are able to digest and extract all of nourishment 
which may be therein. 

Our platform as journalists contains no narrow or illiberal 
plank. If we give an opportunity to the advocate of any move- 
ment taking place within the Masonic community, to describe 
•uch movement, its principles or aims, in his own words, we will 
extend to any fkir and candid opponent of such principles or 
aims, as full an opportunity to present the grounds of his opposi- 
tion. Nay, we invite discussion upon any matter Which we admit 
to our pages. We are in search of light ourselves, and by the 
course we pursue in this respect, we hope to obtain more light 
and to assist our readers in the same endeavor. 

That is exactly our notion too, and we ars not afraid of * being 
accused of “ echoing the peculiar opinions of” Bro. E. S. Mitch- 
ell, <w or any other man !” i 


— What author is it that describes a backwoods’ brother as 
marking his stock with the Square and Compass ? It is said that 
while his neighbors’ horses and cows, who only had the rude de- 
vices usual to borderers, were constantly losing their stock by the 
depredations of the Indians, our ingenious brother lost none I 
The deduction some would draw from th\s fact is not the one 
that suggests itself to me. I am so skeptical as to those men who 
parade their Masonry in every public manner, that I suspect the 
backwoods’ brother (if he was a brother,) of hooking the lost 
stock himself I I am sure that my carpet-Dag, which I lost the 

last time I was at the^ HoteJ. in New York, was purloined 

by the sanctimonious African who Vbre the Masonic breast-pin 
so conspicuously, and I never was so badly shaved in mty life as 
by the barber who had the letter G on hia.best razoftl 7 
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Scottish Masonry, 

From our indefatigable correspondent, Bro. D. Murray Lyou^ 
of Ayr, Scotland, Grand Steward of the Grand Lodge of that 
jurisdiction, we have a highly interesting article upon Scottish 
Masonry which we are sure our readers will peruse with pleasure# 
In the letter which contained the following article Brother Lyon 
informs us that his eyesight, which during the past year had 
nearly failed him, was restored. We congratulate him. Bro 
Lyon has inaugurated two new Royal Arch Chapters in his own 
apd a neighboring province, being appointed to do so by the 
Supreme Royal Arch Chapter of Scotland. 

A number of*the Masonic brethren in the county, in recogni- 
tion of the many and important services which Bro. David Mur- 
ray Lyon has rendered to Freemasonry, lately resolved to present 
him with a tangible token of their esteem. Accordingly, a com- 
mittee was appointed to carry out the arrangements, and a pre- 
sentation having been fixed on, about forty brethren met on 
Summer St. John’s night (24th June) in the large hall attached 
to the Prince of Wales Inn, and entertained Bro. Lyon to supper. 
The Rev. John Thomson, of St Marnock’s Parish Church, Kil- 
marnock, Chaplain to the Lodge Kilmarnock St. Andrew, occu- 
pied the chjfir, supported on the right by the guest ; Bro. Robt. 
Fergusson, R. W. M. Ayr Kilwinning ; Bro. David Brown, P. M. 
Kilmarnock St. Andrew ; Brothers Ronald Ross and Thomas. 
Wythecombe of Dalmellington Kilwinning St. Thomas; Bros. 
Sergt. Mason. and Burns; and on the left by Bro. Robert, Wylie, 
Secretary of Mother Kilwinning and P. G. S. of Ayrshire; Bro. 
Andrew Glass, P. M., J. Shearer, Sec., and A. Tait, S. D. of 
Ayr St. Paul. Bro. Donald M’Donald, superintendent of Ayr 
Burgh , Police, ably officiated as Croupier, supported right and 
' left by Bro. Wm. Martin, R. W. M. of Ayr Operative ; Bro. Wm. 
Chambers, R W. M. of Ayr St. Paul ; Bro. Color-Sergt. David 
C. Wallace; Bro. A. Gibson, Sec. Ayr Operative; Bros. Josepb- 
tall, A. Martin, ^tc. The R. W. M.’s of Nos. 51, 86, 126, 199, 
290, and 43;*, and several brethren of the$e and other lodges, 
subscribers to the testimonial, were unavoidably absent. A. 
blessing having been asked by the Chairman, the supper, served 
up in Bro. Park’s best style, was duly discussed. The cloth be- 
ing removed, and the usual loyal and complimentary toasts hav- 
ing been given from the chair with all the honors, the primary. 


Digitized by CjOOQle 




550 Scottish Masonry. 


business of the evening was proceeded with by the Ch airman r 
who in the course of a long and highly eulogistic speech, said : 
“ I have the greatest pleasure this evening in presiding at this 
meeting, and to unite with you in making our appreciation of 
our honored and worthy gnest’s valuable and unwearied labors 
on behalf of the great principles of Freemasonry. In the main- 
tenance and vigorous propagation of the truths of the system, 
his name has been associated for many years, as one of the most 
successful and unflinching .pioneers of the Craft; and our meet- 
ing here to-night to honor him is just the result of a natural feel- 
ing in man’s breast to honor and reward the truly deserving, and 
to encourage others to achieve similar triumphs in doing good to 
the world. In the estimation of all present,- our excellent "and 
Well-skilled brother and guest, Mr. Lyon, has undoubtedly, during 
his whole career as a Mason, won for himself the respect and 
esteem of the brethren of the Craft ; and, while keeping in view 
the grand practical duties and sacred obligations of Masonry, Has 
, never lost sight of that beautiful sentiment of one of the great 
jRoman poets — 

‘ Nobilitas sola est atque unica Tirtua.’ 

From the moment of his initiation into the circle-of Masonic 
brotherhood up to the present day, he has ever proved, a faithful 
sentinel and true Mason ; and no one more th^n myself has 
watched with greater pleasure, or learned with more profit, the 
indefatigable manner in which our worthy guest has won bis 
laurels, and the proud position which he now holds not only 'in 
the hearts of men whose peculiar motto is ‘ charity,’ but also in 
the many lodges where his name is associated witWofficial honors 
conferred' upon him by the masters and office-bearers ef the bro- 
therhood.” After referring at considerable length to the guest’s 
literary labors in behalf <JF Freemasonry, referring particularly to 
his biographical sketch of the late Grand Master, the Duke of 
Athole* ^written for the -North British Daily Mail,’ and copied 
into the London and Scottish Freemasons’ Magazines), “a sketch 
in which Christian feeling and Masonic senVunpnt were so ricHy 
blended as to call forth the well-merited encomiums of the Craft;” 
—to his interesting “Notes on ^Mother Kilwinning — to^his 
“graphic sketches of Freemasonry as it exists m its Scottish 
birth-place^” originally appearing in the columns of the Ayr 
Advertiser,' but reproduced by the Grand Secretary in Grand 
Lodge Reporter “ for the delectation of the Craft both at home 
and abroad — to the zeal and earnestness of purpos.e displayed 
by him in obtaining possession of the charter of Burns’ mother 
lodge, when it was “sacrilegiously in the market for sale — and 
“the successful vindication of the eligibility of any Master Mason 
to office in the Provincial Grand Lodge, against an adverse deci- 
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"Won of the Grand Committee,”' the Chairman CQntinued— 7 “ "4\m: 
iall recollect the excellent arrangements, chiefly carried out !by 
Brother Lyon, in connection with the Masonic demonstration and 
procession at the Centeriaty of Burns, the immortal Bard of* 
Scotia. Also, the inauguration of the Neill Monument in Wel- 
lington Square received the cordial' co-operation of our guest* 
.and partly through his zeal 1 and Masonic influence, the people of* 
Ayr had the help of the large bodies of Masons of the county 
present to do honor to him whose memory is still cherished as- 
•one of the most illustrious warriors of Indian history. For these 
:and other services many Masonic honors have fallen to our j*uest.~ 
He has earned them all, and though more were given still he= 
would not be paid for the hours he has spent in the service of the 
Craft. I believe he is an honorary member of nearly one-half" 
*of the Ayrshire lodges, and within the last few days the youngest 
of them (St. Thomas Kilwinning Dalmellington, No . 1 433) lias- 
appreciated his merit and bestowed on him the same honorary 
-distinction. These facts are patent to all. They show he is es- 
teemed amongst the brotherhood, and our presence to-night is 
the crowning event in his life as a conscientious and zealous mem- 
ber of the Craft. .Few know that from fair Columbia even has 
he received the laurels. The Masonic University of La Grange, 
Kentucky, "conferred one of the honors of the senatus upon Bro. 
Lyon; and that distinguished mark of foreign appreciation of 

• his labors as a Mason and worth as a man is another proof of the 
just esteem in which he is held by all classes of the mystical fra- 
ternity in Ayrshire and other parts. These honors have been 
freely conferred upon our worthy guest, and it is the fond wiph 
of all true Masons that he may be long spared to enjoy his hard- 
won laurels. We are here to-night, to speak of his Masonic, vir- 
tues, and should not forget the philosophy of the poet, who said,. 

4 We inscribe men’s vices on monuments of brass, whereas their 
•virtues we write in water.’ The honors he wears and his career 
•as a Mason are, amply sufficient to roll back any attempt to de- 
preciate his character and life in Masonry. The high position be- 
holds as one of the Grand Stewards of the Grand Lodge of Scot- 
land, as the Pr. Jun. Gr. Warden of Ayrshire, as an ex-office- 
bearer of Mother Kilwinning, and member of so many lodges, 
may be viewed as the best reply to, and refutation of, any depre^ 
matvve attempt of detractors. It is most creditable to himself, 
and to the lodge of his Masonic birth, Ayr and Renfrew Militia. 

• Bt.’ Paul, and more especially to Bro. Andrew Glass, from whom 
our gueSt first received" initiation into mystic rites many years- 
ago, as well aS admission into the inner circles of light. WqHL 
may Brother Glass be proud of such a son! My remarks haye^. 
'hitherto beeti chiefly in relation to our guest as a Craft 'Masofi^ 
though with pleasure I say he has also attained considerable^ 
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eminence as a Royal Arch Mason. He is at present the successor- 
ol Brother Major Thornton in the command of the Ayr Priory 
of Knight Templars. He enjoys the friendship of some of the 
most distinguished Masons in the United Kingdom and America. 
The late Past Pro. Gr. Master, Bro. George Johnson of Redburn, 
entertained high fraternal regal'd for him as a Mason ; so does 
the present excellent and esteemed Pro. Gr. Master, Brother Sir 
.James Fergusson. Brother Lyon may rest assurred of the high 
esteem in which he is held in Ayrshire and other parts. We all 
highly appreciate his moral worth and Masonic skill. May he 
long be spared by the Great Master above to live amongst us in 
the undying esteem of the Brotherhood; and when, having 
jpassed through all the various steps and degrees of human exisG 
ence, may he at last be raised to that highest of all positions for 
immortal souls, amongst the sons of God in the Temple of Hea- 
ven. We trust, too, that while surrounded with earthly honors 
and human praise, he is not forgetful to set his affections on things 
above, and to seek for glory and immortality in the presence oF 
the great ‘I AM,’ where there is fullness of joy, and at whose 
right hand there are pleasures for evermore.” Then, turning to 
the guest and handing him the gold watch and chain, he con- 
tinued— “Brother Lyon, accept then of this token of our esteem ; 
and may its dial ever point to, and remind you of, that existence 
beyond the grave, where time is no more; where there is no need 
of the caneli e, and where, in the circling bands of heavenly bro- 
therhood, all excellences and graces of the Christian character 
shall be consummated. Accept, also, of this silver bracelet for 
your wife ; and with it give her our best wishes that she may be 
long spared to be an able helpmate and counsellor to thee.” 
(The Chairman, who, during the delivery of the above, was fre- 
quently applauded, sat down amidst loud cheers.) 

Brother Lyon, who was received with renewed applause, said r 
** In thanking you for this token of your fraternal regard, permit 
me to say that I accept it as an evidence of your general satis- 
faction with the manner in which I have performed the Masonic 
work which has at various times been confided to me; and’ I 
trust that I shall be able to wear it not only with pleasure to 
myself, but equally so to those who have presented it to me; and 
that when called to leave the level of time, it will descend to ray 
children, whom I shall teach to look upon it as an inestimable 
treasure, to be preserved among the valued mementoes of honor- 
able distinction. My efforts have ever been directed to. the ad- 
vancement of what I believed to be the principles of Freemasonry • 
and although I may have differed from some on points of Masonic 
polity, I have hitherto endeavored, and shall, I trust, ever con- 
tinue, to respect the honorable emulation of other brethren. I 
again thank you sincerely for the great kindness you have tbu^ 
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publicly shown to me upon the present occasion, the recollection 
of which I shall fondly cherish. (Chesrs.) *- 

Among the toasts given and responded to:' “Mother Kilwin- 
ning and its R W. M., Bro. Sir Janies Fergusson,” was most 
appropriately introduced by the Croupier, enthusiastically re- 
ceived by the company, and felicitous] y n replied to by the Pr. Gr. 
Secretary; the R W. AL, of-No. 13$^ {Bro. Martin), in a few 
apposite remarks gave u The w ider diffusion of the priniples of 
Freemasonry;” the “Ancients,” feelingly proposed by the R 
W. M. of No. 204 (Bro, Chambers), was acknowledged by Bro. 
Glass ; Bro. Wylie, as the Representative of the oldest lodge in 
Scotland, in a few kind and encouraging words, proposed “The 
youngest of the daughter lodgek—St. Thomas Kilwinning, No. 
483,” the compliment being gracefully acknowledged by Brother 
Donald Ross; Brother Brown, the venerable Chaplain of Blair 
Dairy, returned thanks for “ The Bi ethrendVom a distance;” 

“ The Chairman,” “Croupier/ 5 and “mine host and hostess” 
were also duly honored. The harmony of the meeting was great- 
ly increased by the singing of several excellent songs by Bros. 
Wallace, Gibson, Wythecjornbe, Cunninghame^and by the only 
cowan present, Mr. Rose, a t member of “ The Fourth Estate.” 
The viands were most excellent, and the superior manner in 
which the supper was served, up reflected the highest credit on 
the purveyorship of mine host. - The watch, a splendid gold, 
English lever, bore the following inscription: “A token of • 
esteem to Bro. David Murray Lyon, G. S. and P. J. G. W., from 
the P. G. M. and Brethren m Ayrshire, for his ability and as- 
siduity as a member of the Fraternity of Freemasons, 24th June, 
1864,” and was supplied by Bro. Jacob Josephtall, jeweller, 
Glasgow, a member of the Lodge Ayr Operative. % 



The Samaritan. 


Stripped, wounded, beaten nigh to death; 

I found him by the highway side : 

I reused his pulse, brought back his breath, 
Revived- his spirit and supplied 
Oil, .wtue, refr«shment— he was healed. 


— -The Koran of Mahomet is styled the Cord of God . Its 
author advises its adherents to “ Hold fast by the Cord of 
God.” 
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The Mason’s Trust. 


BY BttO. A, H. DOK1& 


By a way that we know not, 

With darkened eye* we grope along. 
Blind mortals, here we can not tell , 

If our steps are right or wrong. 

Behind ns all is darkness too, '■ 

And thus we falter on the road, 
Uncertain where our footsteps tend, 

Bat putting ad our trust in God. 

’Mid checkered scenes and winding ways. 
Our six days’ labor we pursue, 

For there are wages for all those 
Who to the end prove faithful, true. 
Upheld by faiph, we journey on, 

And light, more light illumes the road ; 
Nourished, refreshed, joy fills the heart 
Of those who put their trust in God. 


When the Grim Tyrant strikes us down, 
Our rest will then be in the dust. 

And when' the grive shall fold us in, 
Where then will be the Mason's trust? 
The Acacia blooming o’er eur heads, 
Lends fragrance to the moldering sod, 
And Judah’s Lion shall prevail. 

For thofe who put their trust in God. 


There is a secret that the world 
Has never learned, can never know, 

It cheers the good man, soothes hisheart, 
While laboring patient here below. 
There is a Light, whose hopeful, rays, . 

Can pierce beneath the growing sod ; 
Cheer, Brothers, cheer, ’twill ever beam, 
While Masons put their trust in God. 

Bordlsy, Ky. 
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The Dedication Prayer, 

There are few thiugs in. or out of Scripture more worthy the 
Mason's perusal than King Solomon’s Prayer at the Temple Dedi- 
cation. • Its symbolisms are numerous and grand ; the language 
is majestic, and worthy both the man and the theme; the acces- 
sories are just; while the objects of supplication are so well cho- 
sen and so artistically arranged that we must suppose the King 
had arranged them in hisvn^imj before he began the utterance of 
the prayer. Will the readers of the Voice think the space well 
occupied if we copy and comment upon this grand production of 
the olden tim© ? ' 

The time of its delivery was propitious ; the assembly was nu- 
merous ; the place, eastward, before the Temple. Solomon had 
constructed , there a brazen scaffold, five cubits in length and 
breadth, and three; cubits high. On this, as a platform, he stood 
in the presence. of the congregation of Israel, 

The opening Of his prayer was in the following words. A . 
thick darkness had filled the house, the manifest glory of the Lord, 
when Solomon s^id : “ The Lord hath said that He would dwell , 
in the thick darkness. But I have built an habitation for Thee, 
and a place for Thy dwelling forever.” 

Then addressing the congregation, he added: “ Blessed be the 
Lord God of Israel, who hath with His hands fulfilled that which 
He spake with His mouth to my father David, saying: 

“Since the day that I brought forth my people out of the land 
of Egypt, 1 chose ho city anion g all the tribes of Israel to build 
an bous^in that my Name might be there, neither ohose I any 
man to be a ruler over ray people of Israel. 

“But I have chosen Jerusalem that my Name might be there, 
Aiid have chosen David to be over my people Israel. 

“Now it was in the heart of. David, my* father, to build an 
house for the Name of the Lord God of Israel. 

< 7 !^But the Lord Eaid unto David, ray father: forasmuch as it 
was in thine heart to build an hou?e for my Name, thdu diddest 
well in that it was in thine heart. 
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“ Notwithstanding, thou shall not build the house, but thy son 
which shall come out of thy loins, he shall build the house for 
my Name. 

“ The Lord, therefore, hath performed Xhe word that He hath 
spoken ; for I am risen up in the throne of David, my father, and 
am set on the throne of Israel, as the Lord promised, and havs 
built the house for the Name of the Lord God of Israel. 

M And in it have I put the Ark wherein is the Covenant of the 
Lord that He made with the children of Israel.” 

Now the Dedication Prayer properly begins. Solomon knelt 
and raised his hands towards heaven. We divide his supplica- 
tions, for convenience, into seven parts. The exordium itself is 
as follows: 

< Exordium. 

Oh, Lord God of Israel, there is no God like Thee, in the hea- 
ven nor in the earth, which keepeth covenant and sheweth mercy 
unto thy servants that walk before Thee with all their hearts. 
Thou which hast kept with Thy servant David, my father, that 
which Thou hast promised him ; and spakest with Thy mouth, 
and hast fulfilled it with Thy hand as it is this day. 

Now, therefore, oh Lord God of Israel, keep with Thy servant 
David, ray father, that which Thou hast promised him, saying. 
There shall not fail thee a man in my sight to sit upon throne 
of Israel ; yet so that thy children take heed to walk in ray Law 
as thou hast walked before me. 

Now, therefore, oh LoH God of Israel, let Thy word be veri- 
fied which Thou hast spoken with Thy servant David. * 

But will God in very deed dwell on the earth ? Behold, the 
heaven and heaven of heavens can not contain Thee ; how much 
less this house that I have built. 

Have respect, therefore, to the prayer of Thy servant and to 
his supplication, oh, Loj-d my God, to hearken unto the cry -and 
to the prayer which thy servant prayeth before Thee. 

' That Thine eyes may be open upon this house, day and night 
upon the pldce whereof Thou hast said that Thou wouldst put 
Thy name there ; to hearken unto the prayer which Thy servant 
prayeth towards this place. ' j - 

Hearken, therefore, unto the supplications of Thy servant and 
• of Thy people, Israel, which they shall make towards this place ; 
hear them from Thy dwelling place, even from heaven, ind when 
Thou hearest forgive* 

This completes the Exordium and leads us direct to the course 
of supplications, vrhich Wrere seven. 





/ 
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First. A Test op Perjury. 

If a man sin against his neighbor, and an oath be laid upon 
Iiim to make him swear; and the oath come before Thine altar 
in this house ; then hear Thou from heaven, and do and judge 
Thy servants by requiting the wioked, by recompensing his way 
upon his own head, and by justifying the righteous, , by giving 
turn according to his righteousness. 

Second. Protection Against Enemies. < 

And if Thy people, Israel, be put to the worse before the ene- 
my because they have sinned against Thee, and shall return and 
confess Thy name and pray and make supplication before Thee, 

* in this house, then hear Thou from the heavens and forgive the 
sin of Thy people, Israel, and bring them again unto the land 
which Thou gavest to them and to their fathers. 

Third; A Prayer Against Drought. 

When the heaven is shut up and there is no rain, because they 
have sinned against Thee ; yet if they pray towards this place, 
and confess Thy Name and turn from their sin when Thou dost 
afflict them ; then hear Thou from heaven and forgive the sin of 
Thy ' Servants and of Thy people, Israel, when Thou hast taught 
the good way wherein they should walk, and send rain unto the 
land which Thou hast given unto Thy people for an inheritance.. 

Fourth. A Prayer Against National Calamities. 

If there be death in the land, if there be pestilence, if there be 
blasting, or mildew, locusts or caterpillars, if their enemies be- 
siege them iu the cities of their land ; whatsoever sore or what- 
ever. distress there be ; then what prayer or what supplication so- 
ever shall be made by any man or of all Thy people, Israel, when 
any ope shall know his own sore and his owp grief, and shall 
spread forth his hands in this house ; then hear Thou from hea- 
ven, Thy dwelling place, and forgive, and render unto every man 
according to ad his ways, whose heart Thou knowest, (for Thou 
only knowest the hearts of the children of men,) that they fruly 
fear Thee to walk in Thy ways so long as they live in the land 
which Thou gavest unto our fathers. 

Fifth. A Prayer for the Pious Stranger. 

Moreover, concerning the stranger which is not of Thy people, 
Israd, but is come from a far country for Thy great Name’s sake 
and Thy mighty hand, and f Thy stretched-out arm; if they come 
and pray in ( this house; then hear Thou from the heavens, even 
from Thy dwelling plape, and do according to all that the stran- • 
ger calleth to. Thee, for ; that alL people of the. earth may kno^r v. 
Thy Name and fear Thee, as doth Thy people, Israel, and may , 
know* that this> bbufce tvhich I heive built is called by Thy Name. 
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Sixth. A'Prayeb for Sticefcss ijt Arms. 

If Thy people go out to war against their enemies by the way 
that Thou^halt send them ahd they pray unto Thee towards thia 
city which Thou' hast chosen and .the house which I have built 
for Thv Name; theft hear Thou fri>m the Heavens this prayer 
and- their supplication and maintain their cause. 

Seventh. A Pjeuybk for Restoration.* 

If they sin against Thee (for <fth ere is no man which sinneth 
not) and Thou be angry with them and deliver them over before 
their enemies and they carry them away captives unto a land far 
off or near ; yet if they bethink themselves in the land whither 
they are carried captive and turn and pray Unto Thee in the land, 
of their captivity, saying, We have sinned, we have done amiss, 
and have dealt wickedly; if they return to Thee with all their 
heart and with all their soul, in the land of their captivity >vhith- 
er they! have been carried their captives and pray toward their 
land which Tho n gavest to their fathers and towards the city 
whifch Thou hasfrchoseft and toward the house which I have built 
for Thy Name; then hear Thou from the Heavens, ever from 
Thy dwelling place, their prayer and their supplications, and 
maintain their cause aud forgive Thy people which have sinned 
against Thee. # * 

Then followed the * 

Peroration. 

NW ? tny God, let, I beseech Thee, Thine eyes be open and let 
Thine cars be attent unto the prayer that is made in this place. 
Now., therefore j arise, oh Lord God, into Thy resting place. Thou 
and .the Ark of Thy strength ; Let Thy Priests, oh’ Lord GU>d, be 
clothed with salvation and let, Thy Saints rejoice in goodness. 

Oh, Lord God, turn not away the face of Thine anointed ; re- 
member the mercies of Davids Thy servant. 

This closed the Dedication Prayer. It was immediately fol- 
lo we'd by a Divine tbken of acceptation in the descent of mira- 
culous fire which consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices. 
The vast multitude bowed themselves to the ground at the light 
of this upon the pavement and praised the Lord, saying : For 
He is good, for his mercy endureth forever. 

The Masonic reader oan not fait to see how the 1st and 5th of 
the clauses we have numbered in the copy above are beautifully 
Masonic .' Look particularly at the 5th and see if that is not the 
foundation of that clause in our Lectures relative to the welcom- 
ing and accommodating a visitiug Brother. 
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, A Curious Page in Masonie History, 

- C ! . . ■ • > 7 ' ’ ' 1 : * # t • 

The following extracts froiM a letter recently received from an 
intelligeht Western correspondent; will serve as a preface to this 
article : 

“ "the Grand Master of Illinois (Turner) in his address to his 
Grand Lodge, Oct., 1864, quotes from a letter or report purport- 
ing to come from Brother Samuel Willson to the Grand Lodge 
of New Hampshire, repudiating the Work taught by us. In 
that letter it is said there are five important questions left out by 
us from the latter part of ihe 2d section of the Third Degree, 
and some fifty other errors, and that Webb made three sections 
of the Third Degree, while we have but two. It seems strange 
to me that Willsoti should make such statements after endorsing 
our Work. That he did not make the discovery sooner* is sur- 
prisingly curious; so b the fact that he should communicate it 
to our enemies before letting jis know it.” 

A number. of correspondents have asked us about this u Will- 
son letter,” but we have been constrained to say, vve never saw 
it. If Father Willson ever wrote a letter of that kind, he has 
clearly contradicted himself In three public assemblies he 
stated, in. our hearing, “ that his lectures and ours were literally 
the sam.fi , that our Work differed considerably, but it was because 
Bro. Morris had the Webb Work better than he had.” We call., 
upon the hundreds who heard him make these statements at 
Burlington, Iowa, in 1860 ; at Chicago^ Illinois, in 1859 ; and at 
Burlington, Vermont, 1861. We can produce letter after letter, 
from our files in' his handwriting to the same effect, and there 
are others who have letters of his of the same pur|)ort. If Father 
Willson retains his memory he will himself testify to these 
tacts. 

In our own published statements since 1857 we have said, 
u there were perhaps fifty words of difference between Willson 
and Morris.” This is not the place to explain what those differ- 
ences are, but our readers will see how trivial they are when we 
expose one ; he says, 

“How was you proposed?” 

We say, 

“How were you proposed ?” 
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The other forty-nine are but little more important than these- 

As to the Sections in the Master’s Degree, the 1st edition of 
Webb’s Monitor, 1 7, which more nearly corresponds with his 
esoteric notes than the later ones, makes but two Sections of the 
Master's Degree. And we 6ar» prove that while Webb improved 
upon his Monitor from edition to edition, as he had a right lo do , 
seeing that it was his own property, he never altered the cipher 
notes, for he had no right to do that , they not being his own pro- 
perty. 

Bro. Willson told us of those additional five questions and 
answers several years ago. We examined the matter thoroughly 
wlple with him at Verzennes, Vt., in January, 1861,- ^nd it was 
agreed between us that after a certain specified date this matter 
and some others he suggested to us should be pointed out to our 
correspondents for their consideration. And as Bro. Willson 16 
advanced in years and feels the approaching change, he gave us 
his views in writing , which we solemnly promised should be pre- 
served , to be used as above limited. Thus the matter rested. 
The period has not yet arrived. 

We do not consider those five additional questions as essential 
to the perfect Ritual ; yet so careful have we been to avoid fol- 
lowing in the bad path of Charles W. Moore and his fellow 
innovators — a path made very broad during the past two y^ars 
by men who are shrieking against Conservatism on every white 
piece of paper they can find — that we shall keep in good faith 
that pledge, whether Father Willson lives or dies, remains stead- 
fast to honor or joins hands with our opponents. The future 
will present a touchstone by which all these things will be tried. 
We can afford to wait. We shall continue to wait patiently. 

l 

— Alexander subdued the world, Caesar his enemies, Hercules 
monsters, but he that overcomes himself is the true valiant cap- 
tain. 


— Self-love is more artful than the most artful maid in the 
world. 
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Wilkins Tannehill. , 

The recent decease of the only surviving brother of Wilkins ‘ 
Tannehill suggests to us to publish some notes communicated to 
us at the time of his death. Bro. Tannehill was a rare Masdn. 
Had he possessed opportunities of travel to purge him of those 
localisms which stifle a man’s native vigor, he would, we think, 
have been foremost in American Masonic, literature. Dr. Oliver 
quotes many of his sentiments with marked approval. His heart 
was large and views elevated. But to the notes.: 

“ The death of any person arrests the attention of any reflect- 
ing mind. We are compelled to pause amidst the constant 
demands of business and -as Masons the Square and Level are 
. brought into immediate requisition. The course of life is care- 
fullly examined. Motive and action are severely tested by the 
point within the circle. The Sword pointing to the native heart 
arrests us in our thoughtlessness, and the Acacia reminds us that 
it is not all of life to live, nor all of death to die. 

“But in the death of Wilkins Tannehill the deep fountains of 
the heart are moved. A friend, a counselor, a brother has de- 
parted. It is seldom that so much merit, wisdom, truthfulness, 
learning and goodness, combined with modesty and pure bene- 
volence, concentrate in one man. As a citizen, no one was more 
honored and respected. As a Mason, be was a star of the first 
magnitude, a wise counselor and a constant friend.” 

Bro. Tannehill published for several years a Masonic journal 
in Tennessee, under the title of “The Port-Folio.” He was the 
author of Tannehill’s Manual, adopted' in Tennessee as a standard 
work; also of various literary works. 


— A writer in the December issue of the Masonic Monthly * 
shows up the inutility of the Quarterly Communications of the 
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts in a very logical manner. But 
his article .is excessively weak for all that ; he overlooks the im- 
portant consideration that if the Masons of Massachusetts came 
^ together only once a year there would be a full representation, 
and in that event how would Charles W. Moore secure his re- 
-election as Grand Secretary? “answer us that, Master Brooks l* 

3-VO^. II.-NOr XII. 
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NIAGARA. 

[Lines written and first read iti the Lodge at Niagara Falls, Aug., 1864 
Dedicated to R. W. Brother Johnson, D. D., Grand Master . \ 

Midst civil war and ciamer, midst the crash 
Of. nations falling from their base, thy voice. 

Oh, ancient Flood, Niagara, is heard ! 

Thy deafening roar admits no notes of man, 

Within its mighty chorus, but peals forth 
The Almighty’s mandates, as it spoke the morn 
Of the Creation, all unchanged. 

And so 

For the voice of Masonry goes up to heaven, 

From age, to age speaking of His great love 
Who framed it ; in its harmony divine 
No notes of earth can enter ; nations fall, 

Peoples and customs change ; the face of earth 

Puts on new features, but this knows no change 

The Square speaks yet as Heavenly Wisdom taught — 

The Compass warns us as in days of yore — 

The Gavel rules — the Level's solemn voice 
Join with the Plumb-Line's monitory tongue, 

Anti speaks as yonder glorious Word requires r 
Above the East 44 the Hieroglyphic bright ” 

Gleams wisely, claiming lowliest reverence* 

From generations as they come and go. 

Niagara and .Masonry ! what else 

Of all creaied things dtftli speak like these,. 

Of the unchjinging God! 


To the Masonic Graft at Buffalo, N. Y. - 


[The Level in its moral allusions, points to the West, the closing of the;^ 
A&y. the end of human life, the destiny of man, and tho home of th«- 
righteous, in 44 the Islands of the Blest.”] 

LINES COMPOSED FOR THE MEETING Or AUGUST 24, 1864, BYBRO. ROB MORRIS. 

Air : ** Annie Laurie 

We love to hear the Gavel, to see tho silver Square, 

But the moral of the Level is best beyond compare ; 

Is best beyond compare, for it guides us to the West, 

Where the shades of evening cover the Islands op the Blest. 

When the weary day has parted and starry lights appear, 

. We miss the faithful-hearted, the brother-forms so dear; 

The brother-forms so dear, of all the world the best, 

And the Level points their mansions in the Islands op the Blest 

And we again shall meet them within the Sunset-band, 

And face to face shall greet them the Unforgotten Band ; 

The Unforgotten Band whose Emblem is the best, 

The Level — for it points us to tho Islands or the Blfst. 


\ 
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Wearing Masonic Emblems, 

The practice of wearing Masonic emblems is vastly on the in- 
crease. A very considerable portion of the fraternity display 
them either upon linger, neck- tic, shirt -bosom, or vest. In any 
company of men, on steamboat or railroad, the practised eye 
mav detect these emblematic devices in the various forms of 'G , 
Slipper , Trowel , or the more common Square and Compass. Oc- 
casionally the cryptic Key Stone , appears, ttye Arch> the Cross 
and Triangle , or the grinning Skull and Cross-bones. 

We have ever approved the practice of showing a connection 
with Masonry in this way. It is fitting and proper for a Brother 
to do so. The best known members of the Order do it, ,and 
whatever some Masonic periodicals may say, or even the resolu- 
tions of some Grand Lodges, against it, each brother will use hie 
individual discretion in the matter, as he has a right to do. 

But a brother should consider the emblematical meaning of 
these things, and in choosing an emblem should not look merely 
to decoration. All the emblems do not have the same meaping. 
So far from that we may affirm that no two of them have the 
saipe meaning. Each one embodies some peculiar Masonic vir- 
tues, and in making his selection the Brother shpuld, if possible, 
adopt the emblem that best displays his own character. For in-' 
, stance, if he is a man of peace, one who strives to cement the 
brotherhood together by the influences of brotherly love, the 
Trowel is appropriate to liis wear. If he is one who reverences 
the name of Deity, and labors to secure to Him the respect due 
to His name, then lie may, if he chooses, wear the G. In this 
manner the whole imagery of Masonic science may be scanned 
over, and a selection made which shall be as truthful as it is ele- 
gant. 


Official Tables, 

Grand OtiAPTR it, Illinois. Elected, 'Oct., 1864. 

G. H. R, W.M. Egan; D. G. H. P^, H. Minor ; G. K., L. 
L. Mann ; G) S., C. J. Wade; G. T., Harrison Dills; G. Sec., H. 
<L Reynolds. 

Grand Lodge, Illinois. Elected, Oct., 1864. 

G. M., T. J. Turner; D. G. M., H. P. H. Bromwell; G. S.W.„ 
Edwin F. Babcock ; G. J. W., N. W. Huntley; *G. T., Harrison 
Dills ; G. Sec., H. G. Reynolds. 
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EDITORIAL CHIT-CHAT, TIDINGS & INTELLIGENCE. 


[This department, to which we shall give, the present year, a large space, 
'ip made of extracts from our daily correspondence, replies to queries, and 
brief notes of a literary and general character.] 

— We had the pleasure of installing the officers of Coxsackee 
Lodge No. 48, at Coxsackee, N. Y., Dec. 20. The lodge is one 
of the oldest and most "respectable Masonic bodies in the State 
of New York. It was first organized in 1796, and has main- 
tained an active existence, we believe, ever since. Brother Reed 
succeeds the veteran, Bro. John G. Bedele, who for many years 
has presided as Master, but declined re-election. The ceremonies 
of Installation were followed by a Lecture upon the “ Eastern 
Star,” about forty ladies being present, and the whole concluded 
by an elegant supper. The occasion was greatly enhanced by 
the music of Bro. Chase, assisted by several ladies,' who sang, 
several of our Masonic Odes with rare effect. We have* in fact* 
never heard The Level and the Square sung so well as Brother 
Chase rendered it. 

The following original lines were read on the occasion : 

TO A VETERAN MASTER. 

[Lines composed and inscribed to Worshipful John G, Bedele, long the- 
faithful Master Coxsackee Lodge No. 48, N. Y.] 

, BY ROB MORRIS. 

Worn , but not weary : staunch and true, 

Again the'Master’s gavel bear ; 

And standing in the Eastern Gate 

Display thp bright and Mystic Square. 

Worn but not weary : therefore years 
Have marked your brow with lines of care,. 

Yet beats your heart as warm*s the day 
. I When first you wore the Mystic Squabb.. 

^ f 

' Worn, but not weary : when at last 

The slumbers of the dead you share* 

May you be happy in His love ! < 

» « Who wears in Heaven the Mystic 3quarb. 
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—From the well-known Music publisher, Horace "Waters, 481 
Broadway, New York, we have the following well-selected* new 
mfisio: , ‘ , 

Waltzes— -Sweet Little Nell ; Lanciers ; Heart Chimings. 

Polkas — Golden Cross ; Florence. 

Mazurka — The Betrothed. 

Potpouri — Faust, very fine. . ' 

Schottische — Tender Glance. 

Marcu— -Marche Sacree. \ 

SoNGS^Sailor Boy, by Rod well. Leave me with my Mother, 
by Foster. This hand never struck me, Mother, by Parkhurst 
Dying Drummer, by Parkhurst. Little Ballad Girl, by Foster r 
Golden Dreams and Fairy Castles, by Foster. The Pure, the . 
Bright, the Beautiful, by Foster. God Save our Noble Union, 
by Martin. Our Flag, our Army and our President, by Perry. - 
Atlanta’s ours and fairly w r on, by Virgil. Me Too, by Coffin. 
Maryland’s Free, by Fortune. The Voice of the Army, by 
Clark. Beautiful Annie, by Clark. 

In selecting music for any instrument and every style, there is 
no catalogue superior to Mr. Water’s, who will serve the trade 
or individuals with music and musical merchandize on the very 
best terms. Remember 481 Broadway, New York. 

— In this country, it were superfluous to explain what is meant 
by Adoptive Masonry ; but readers abroad, m^y require to be 
told that the system of Blue Lodge Masonry in the American 
Lodges involves solemn obligations both of a positive and nega- 
tive character ; in no inconsiderable part of which the female 
sex is interested equally with husband, father and bf other. It is 
usual with American Masons to explain this fa<5t to the ladies 
themselves, though in a guarded manner. To enable them in 
case of personal difficulty or distress to make themselves known 
to Freemasons who would otherwise be strangers to them, cer- 
tain means of recognition are communicated to them which com- 
pose the system styled Adoptive Masonry. 

The system is religious in character, and very graceful, pleas- 
ing and instructive. The most popular form of Adoptive Ma- 
sonry is that called “The Order of the Eastern Staiy’ an 
elegant and highly popular arrangement. 

3* 
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— We had the great pleasure a few weeks since of spending 
some days as guest in the domestic circle of Brother John G. 

> Bagley, Jr., at Catskill, N. Y. Such occasions insert themselves 
deep upon our memory. May the Father of us all long shield 
this hospitable band from the accidents of life. 

— To the Lodges that selected us this year to preside over 
their Installation ceremonies, we tender our grateful acknowledg- 
, raents. It was of course impracticable for us to attend them all, 
and the only rule that governs a public Lecturer is, “ first come, 
first served.” We hope to have future opportunities of visiting 
those that were disappointed. 

—The burial of Bro. Guernsey, in Dec., 1864, by the members 
of the Lodge at Mobbettsville, N. Y., was an occasion of much 
interest. Bro. John Shcville, of New Jersey, presided ; Bro. D. 
W. Thomson, of Illinois, acting as Marshal. These are two 
experts seldom equalled and never surpassed. Bro. Guernsey 
died at Norfolk, Va., last spring. His remains were brought 
home and interred as above described. There was a large at- 
tendance from his own and surrounding lodges, and it is reported 
that the community was favorably impressed with this affecting 
evidence of the care that Masons bestow upon their dead. 

— The* term “ wayfaring ” is common enough in English 
literature. Montgomery uses it with effect in the opening of his 
celebrated ode : 

“A poor wayfaring man of grief 
Hath often crossed me on my Way.” 

— We propose in the volume of the Voice for 1865 to give a 
series of just such paragraphs as a gossip-loving reader will like ; 
personal reminiscences ; detached thoughts relating'to persons 
and places, and all that olla podrida which an active mind 
gathers up in a life time of special experience. We have long 
since despaired of ever working up this mass of miscellanea we* 
have so laboriously gathered. The life of one man does not suf- 
fice even though the demand for Masonic literature w ; ere fat 
greater than it is. 
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—The idea of the “ three stages of man,” someti^s used by 
our lecturers at the present day, is not modern. In an old wprk 
we find the following apt expressions on Ahisjsubject : , 

The three Degrees into which Masonry is .divided seem to 
have an obvious and apt coincidence with the three progressive . 
states of mankind from the Creation to the end of time. 

The Eirst is emblematical of man’s state of nature from his 
first disobedience to the time of God’s Covenant with Abraham 
and. the establishment of the Jewish Economy. 

The Second , from th^t period to the era of the last, full and 
perfect revelation from heaven to mankind made by our great 
Redeemer. 

The Third comprehending the glorious interval of the Chris- 
tian dispensation down to the consummation of all things. 

' The w]iole subject is elaborately wrought out upon the plan 
above. 

% 

— The correspondent of the Masonic Monthly , to whose letter 
yon refer, has erred in attributing the “ uproar and confusion ” 
he mentions, to the Conservators. It is not the Conservators 
who made it ; it is their noisy and noisome opponents. Martin 
Luther was not responsible for the “ uproar and confusion ” of 
the Reformation, he was but maintaining the religious rights of 
man; George Washington was not responsible for the “uproar 
and confusion’” of the Revolution; he was but maintaining the 
political rights of man. Neither are the Conservators responsi- 
ble for the “ uproar and confusion ” of the last five years. They 
are maintaining in a lawful and inoffensive manner the Masonic, 
rights of man. Strange that they should be charged with pro- 
ducing confusion ; it is the twelve or fifteen whose vested rights 
m Masonic offices, profits and honors are threatened who make 
the outcry. But the matter will yet be understood. When their 
poor tool sells them out, as he has sold out all’others whose con- 
fidence he has betrayed, the world will understand us and we 
shall be justified. 

— An anti-Mason in Missouri once named his son “ Sanballat ” 
to show his hatred for the institution* Have any of your con- 
tributors a parallel to that ? 

I 
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— How many of us, upon the death of a dear friend, cap echo 
the beautifiw words put by the author of John Halifax in the 
mouth of. a brokenhearted widow, mourning over her lost! 
These lines are almost unmatched for simplicity, beauty, intense 
passion, and sweetness. Read them and see if you can restrain 
your tears. 

“ Could ye come,back to me, Douglas, Douglas. 

In the old likeness that I knew, 

I would be so faithful, so lowing, Douglas, 

Douglas, Douglas, tender and trap 

“ Never a scornful word should grieve ye, 

I’d smile on ye sweet as the angels do : 

Sweet ns your smile on me shone ever, 

Douglas, Bouglas, tender and true. 

“ Oh ! to call back the days that are not ! 

My eyes were blinded, your words were few • 

Do you know the truth now, up in heaven, 

• Douglas, Douglas, tender and true ? 

“I never was worthy of you, Douglas; 

Not half worthy the like of you ; 

Now all men beside seem to me like shadows — 

I love you, Douglas, tender and true. 

“Stretch out your hand to-me, Douglas, Bouglas, 

Drop forgiveness from heaven like dew, 

As I lay my heart on your dead heart, Douglas, 

Douglas, Douglas, tender and true ** 

— You want some Masonic toasts do you? Well, here’s a lot 
of them so old* that they are redolent of antiquity. 

1. To him who uses the mallet’ in knocking off thope superflu- 
ous passions that in any manner degrade the man or the Mason. 

2, May every Mason be a good man and every good man a 
Mason. 

S. May always meet upon a Level and part upon the Square. 

4.. May sincerity, charity and peace be established in this lodge. 

5* May hypocrisy, faction and strife be forever rooted from 
every lodge. 

— Yes, most of the humorists of the day are Freemasons* 
Douglas Jerrold was one; George D. Prentice is one ; so is Ar- 
tenias Ward (Browne); and Qssian E. Dodge; and Mrs. Part- 
ington (Shilliber) ; and a host of others. 


I 
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— The grounds of Masonic celebrity are not very w, ell defined. 
Some of our “great lights” are celebrated for their charity, un- 
selfish devotion to Masonry, and fidelity to their vows. Others 
for other reasons. 

In electing officers, Grand Lodges- are sometimes actuated by 
singular impulses. For instance, one is elected because he lives 
in a certain part of the State and it is thought necessary to give 
that portion an office^. Another* because he is an old Mhson and 
“ has waited so lohg.” Another, because 4iis father was a Mason 
before him. 

If you would see how unmasonic all this is, read the “Ancient 
Charges ” under this head, and see how carefully the fathers de- 
fined official qualification. “ Not by seniority,” says the old re- 
cord, “ not by seniority, but by merit only.” 

— The Grand Lodge of Rhode Island announces that all Ma-‘ 
sons belonging to Mount Moriah Lodge, No. 8, so-called, of that 
jurisdiction, are irregular Masons, except some 30 whose names 
are given. Won’t somebody trace this unfortunate affair into 
Conservatism ? We understand that Cornelius Moore attributed 
the drought of last August to that iniquitous association ! 

— The term “presidency” as connected with the Master’s po- 
sition was occasionally used in former times. The Rev. James 
, Watson, in the last century, in an address made at the close of 
his official term as Master, used the expression “ on quitting, the 
chair at the period of my presidency” The term “ adjourned ” 
was also used in the sense of “ closed.” 

—Do you lay any stress upon what a newspaper publisher says 
of his rival? Read the political press and see how honor, truth 
and gentlemanly deportment are all sunk in the insane effort to 

yillify an opponent. The columns of the and : — • 

ate quite as bad, 1 even though they do put the word “Masonic” 
on their title-pages. 

— The Master must always make a point of exhibiting the 
Charter before opening the Lodge. It is not enough that it is in 
,th* Lodge^ but should be in plain view of every one in the lodge. 


Digitized by LiOOQle 



f 70 


Editorial Chit-Chat , tU. 


— It is useless' to talk about securing uniformity in Rituals by 
legislation. Every effort of that kind has resulted in tho greater 
‘-confusion. It is to be acquired by zealous Masons learning a 
correct system and then using their influence in a lawful way to 
pronyilgate Such was Preston’s method; also Webb's; also 
the Conservators. » * 

— The term “columns” is applied to those placed before tho 
Wardens respectively* The larger ones near the Notthr west cor- 
ner are denominated “ pillars.” 

— Will our good brother of The National Freemason explain 
why he so persistently 'calls Lord Byron a'Freemason ? We have 
never seen a particle of evidence that he was a Mason, have you? 

— A new candidate for Masonic favor is seen in The Mystic 
Star, published monthly at Ft, Wayne, Ind.,byRev. W. J. Chap- 
lin, assisted. by Sol. D. Bayless, P. G. M. It is announced at $2 
per annum, and has C2 pages of reading matter. 

— Among the casualties of 1864, we have neglected to mention 
the loss, by fire, of the Masonic Hall at Scranton, Pa., which oc- 
curred July 30th. The loss to the fraternity amounted to some 
$900. The Lodge, Chapter, and* Commandery los^all their ef- 
fects. The Craft have already entered into new and enlarged 
apartments, of which they may well feel proud. 

— The Masonic Monthly for Nov. has a cut of the Masonic 
Temple now erecthig at the corner of Tremont and Boylston gts, 
Boston, the layiag of whose corner stone, has already been de- 
scribed. It will be truly a splendid edifiee, and trust will have 
fk more fortunate career than that whose foundation it will cover. 

: — An additional verse has beeu added to Vinton’s Ode, “ Sol- 
emn strikes the funeral chime,” by Bro. J. D. Hasbrouck of Rqd- 
dout, N. Y\, as follows : ■ 

Here we leave this earthly frame, 

Free from care and mortal pain ; 

Trusting i hat a God of Love, % 

Will his spirit take above. 


Digitized by Google 



Kditorial Chit-Chat , tic. 67 i 

In Memoriam. — Bro. Thomas Jenner of Hartford Lodge, No. 
120, Wis., died Oct., 1864. His Lodge has recorded his merits 
in these words : 

It has pleased the Great Architect and Sovereign Grand Mas- 
ter of the Masons, to call our esteemed brother, Thomas Jenner, 
from his labors in executing the designs upon the Trestle Board 
of time to a seat in that Sublime Lodge above “ whore the wick- 
ed cease from troubling and the weary are at rest.” 

Our Brother, now at rest, was a man much beloved by all to 
whom his virtues were known, and a workman who had no need 
to be ashamed in the cause of Charity, truth and justice. r] 

Hartford Lodge, No. 120, recognized in Bro. Thomas Jenner,* 
the virtues of a true man and Mason ; in his. decease, the order 
of Masonry has .sustained irreparable loss, and society has been 
bereft of an ornament and worthy example ; the sympathy and 
condolence of the Order is extended to the family and friends of 
the deceased, recommending them, as did oiir brother, to repose 
their trust in that God, “ who tempers the winds to the shorn 
lamb, and feeds the ravens when they cry,” with a full faith that 
He will alike protect the widow and the fatherless, and so temper 
this their calamity that it shall work for their temporal and spir- 
itual well-being. 

— Bro. Hiram Hall died at his residence, in Altona, Knox 
Co., Ills., on Tuesday, Nov. 15th, 1864, aged 35 years. His sor- 
rowing members declare that, “ as citizens, we are called upon to 
mourn the loss of an honest and upright member of society, and 
in the character of Masons, to regret and mouvU the loss of a true, 
upright, beloved and worthy Master Mason ; one who has presi- 
ded over us, almost during our existence as a Lodge, with kind- 
ness, moderation and love, Which endeared him to us by the 
strongest ties of brotherly love and affection. And by this calam- 
ity Masonry has lost one of her brightest lights and most substan- 
tial pillars, Resolved ', That we deeply sympathize with the widow 
and friends of the deceased in their afflictive bereavement, and 
can only point them for consolation to that All Gracious Being, 
at whose shrine none ever se*k in vain. 

X 

In Memoriam. — Bro. James Stirsatt of Baltimore, Md., de- 
ceased recently. W6 first made the acquaintance of this estim- 
able brother in 1856. He was bom in 1814. 
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Standard Notices, 


The various conges in editors and publishers, cfuring the paat year, require 
that we should- make the following standard notice, viz u 

All correspondence of the Voice of Maoonry, whether editorial or other- 
wise, and all orders for the Miniature Monitor must be addressed to Bro. J. C. 
W. Bailey, 128 and 130 Clark 8t., Chicago, Illinois. This will be invariable. 
Bro. Bailey will forward to Bro. Rob Morris, at New York City, such of 
the correspondence as is strictly editorial. 

No further copies of the Hubbard Observance can be furnished. Those who 
wish for the Eastern Star Manual may write to Bro. Rob Morris, at Now York 
City. 

Masonic Law and Usage.*— We will continue to reply to questions upon 
these subjects. 'But our correspondents must enclose postage Btamps to cover 
expenses of postage and stationery. We can not any longer endure the bur- 
den of furnishing both time and money without return. A-few stamps from 
each correspondent will not be felt by them, but will make to uj a difference 
of many hundred dollars a year. 

Increase our Subscription Lists. — Every reader of the Voice is an au- 
thorized agent for it, and we look to such to enlarge our circulation. If each 
of our present patrons would secure only one more subscriber, the gain to us 
would be immense. Brethren : remember the needs of the hard-pressad 
publisher, and give him the aid of your purse and influence. 

Advertisements.— We solicit advertisements for our Business Sheet. Our 
circulation is unequalled by any other Masonic journal : we reach the best 
Masons in every Lodge ; our terms ars as low as any, and we solicit adver- 
tising patronage accordingly. 

.Uniformity of Rituals. — The work of general and thorough Uniformity 
in Rituals is advancing day by day with an irresistible momentum. Vain are 
denunciations ; vain the torrents of abuse and calumny. The most consider- 
ate, the most conservative members of the fraternity, men who never united 
in a Masonic effort before, are uniting in this, while the masses of the breth- 
ren are resolved to have nothing less than general and thorough uniformity. 
We invite the eerrespondence of *11 who revere the ancient landmarks. 

Copies of Proceedings, Addresses, By-laws, &c.,&c., are solicited, as here- 
tofore. Address them to care of Bro. BaBey, as above. Gits us early no- 
tices ot deaths, casualties, celebrations, festivals, Ac., &«. 

The office of Bro. Reb Morris has been 1 ermaueatly established at No. 54S 
Broadway, New York. 
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